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Editorial

The Legacy of the Nineteenth Century

Men entering the ministry today soon discover that there are

traditions in the Church which come to us as a legacy of the nineteenth
century—a legacy of dubious value. Traditions which can hinder
progress, stick hard and are difficult to remove. Reformation is exceed
ingly difficult. Long patience and enduring perseverance are necessary.
It is no small help to understand how these traditions originated. Robert
Oliver's historical survey gives us some idea.

Whenever the Church departs from a powerful doctrinal, expository,
systematic, teaching ministry she exposes herself to deadly errors and
heresies. A lack of definitive doctrine made way during the last century
for the overwhelming advance of Liberalism. The poor evangelical forces
were ill-equipped to stand before the armed might and blitz-krieg of the
higher critical movement. A lack of doctrinal strength in the Established
Church meant that a fertile field was ready to receive the seeds of a
resurgent Romanism in the Church of England.

In his first study Robert Oliver traced out the advance of Liberalism and
described the advance of an expanding Romanism. This time we see the
horrifying developments of unbalanced forms of evangelicalism breaking
out on all sides, from the extreme of unbiblical hyper-Calvinism on the one
hand to decisionist Arminianism on the other, from the highly eccentric,
legalistic and sectarian stance of Darbyism on one wing, to the intoxicating
excitements of an Irvingite brand of Pentecostalism on another. Un
balanced deviations became rampant. Why? The main reason—and it
needs to be repeated over and over again—was the failure by ministers to
obey the instructions of Scripture to establish their churches in the truth.
Now the process of recovery is a slow and unsensational work. But we
must not be despondent or allow ourselves to become melancholic about
it.

What does NEAC mean for us?

A brisk correspondence has resulted from the dispatch of Evangelical
Times and Reformation Today to leading evangelical Anglicans. A small
fraction appears in this issue. Some subscribers have written in giving

Cover picture. The cover picture was taken at the Carey Family Conference at Claren
don School last year. From left to right: David Kingdon, David Straub, John Rubens
and Colin Richards of Bedford. David Straub has recently taken up the pastorate of
the Reformed Baptist Church at Paradise, Pennsylvania.
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us the addresses of those they know in the Church of England who would
be interested to read these reports. We welcome further addresses from
you. The Church of England newspaper (17th June) devoted the front
page and several other pages to the write-up which appeared in Reformation
Today.

Jim Packer to the fore

Writing in the same newspaper Jim Packer declares that Anglican com
prehensiveness rests on two principles. The first is that church com
munion should always be based on agreement regarding only what
Scripture defines as essential. The second is that positions are not always
being denied when doubtful ways of expressing them are offered on a
provisional and exploratory basis.

We hope to review the 77 page Nottingham Statement in a future issue
and call for clarity on a number of issues especially statements such as
Mi (b), 'Seeing ourselves and Roman Catholics as fellow-Christians, we
repent of attitudes that have seemed to deny it.' We, too, deplore obscene
attitudes such as those displayed in Ulster toward RC's—yet who would
deny that we all need to know what a Christian is. The vast majority of
Anglicans and RC's we meet know absolutely nothing of the new birth.

The Covenant Baptist issue

Material is being held over on this subject, but we assure our loved and
esteemed friends, such as Professor Douma of Holland, that we have not
forgotten them and will conduct our exposition with affection for them.
Our congregation has been strengthened and encouraged by an ever
increasing number from Holland.

'Christian Hymns' prices

Hundreds of hours of work are represented in the compiling of the two
new hymn books now available. Stop press information for our American
friends as follows: the price of the words only edition for America is
S3.80 and for the deluxe edition (the comments in my review do not apply
to the deluxe edition), $4.85. The music edition is in deluxe style, price:
$12.85. Postage for words edition 50 cents for music edition $1.40.

An alarming graph!

The graph on page 39 certainly is frightening. What can be done?



The second in a series of three articles by Robert Oliver.

The Legacy

of the

Nineteenth Century

The previous article outlined the disastrous recession experienced

by Evangelicals during the nineteenth century. Losing the powerful lead
they had maintained earlier, they lost control of the larger denominations
by 1914. They no longer carried weight in society as they had done in the
days of the Clapham Sect. Although Britain was superficially a religious
nation, the teaching of the majority of pulpits was not the robust evangeli
calism of an earlier generation. Even the remaining Evangelicals
themselves issued an anaemic version of the Gospel of their fathers.
Unhappily, most did not seem to grasp the nature of the problem. Many
felt that activity—of which there was plenty—would meet the need.
There seems to have been little suggestion that the churches needed to
review their teaching in the light of Scripture. In England too few seemed
to have realised that a mighty movement of God's Spirit in revival was
essential. England had been affected to some extent by the 1859 Revival,
but not as Northern Ireland and Wales had been. The 1904 Revival in

Wales appears to have had very little impact upon England.



The fundamental weaknesses of the Church were to be exposed by the
changes in society, resulting from the First World War. By 1914, how
ever, the shifts among Evangelicals had, in great measure, weakened them
as they grappled with the challenges of their age. It is to these internal
developments that we must turn in this article.

Changing Evangelicalism

There had always been differences of opinion and belief amongst English
Evangelicals. The broad classification included both Anglicans and
Dissenters, in both of which groups there were Calvinists and Arminians.
From the 1820s, however, new developments can be traced. These
further divided the Evangelicals and weakened their testimony in the face
of the new challenges. The remarkable career of Edward Irving illustrates
the ease with which changes could be introduced and suggests a certain
weakness among many who held to an orthodox view of the Scripture.

1. Irvingism

In 1822, Edward Irving, who had been assistant to Thomas Chalmers in
Glasgow, was called to be the minister of the Church of Scotland congreg
ation in Hatton Garden, London. A man of magnetic personality and
remarkable oratorical gifts, Irving made an immediate impact upon the
metropolis. All classes of society flocked to hear him preach and within
two years a larger building was needed. At this time he was developing
his ideas on unfulfilled prophecy.

It would probably be true to say that most Evangelicals of the early
nineteenth century held a post-millennial view of our Lord's return and
viewed the future with a fair degree of optimism. By 1825, however,
Irving had concluded that the Second Coming of Christ was imminent and
that it would precede his personal millennial reign on earth. In reaching
these conclusions he had been profoundly influenced by the writings of a
Spanish Jesuit, Manuel de Lacunza, whose book. The Coming of Messiah
in Glory and Majesty, he translated into English and published in 1827.
Already he had revealed his views to his own congregation, before
launching them on to the general public at the great May meeting of the
Continental Society in 1825. Edward Irving's frequent journeys in
England and Scotland helped to gain him a considerable following.
Further publicity for his prophetic teaching was provided by annual
conferences at Albury Park in Surrey from 1826 until 1830.

Irving's thinking was moving rapidly. By the end of the decade he was
convinced that the proximity of Christ's Advent justified the expectation
of a reappearance of such apostolic gifts as prophecies, healings and
tongues. Such phenomena were claimed by his congregation in 1831.
At this time Irving was also teaching that our Lord had taken a sinful
humanity. For this he was disciplined and expelled from the ministry of


