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Report of the Ninth Carey Conference at York 2-5 January 1979 by Stephen
Dray, pastor of Zion Baptist Church, New Cross, London.

In spite of floods, arctic condi-
tions, a near crippled railway service,
snow-blocked roads and other hin

drances all but a small handful suc

ceeded in arriving safely for the ninth
Carey Conference assembled at the
lovely old cathedral city of York on
the 2nd-5th January. Once com
fortably and warmly housed in the
modern university built over a lake
the proceedings went on at a pace
while outside a gaggle of geese huddled
forlornly beside a tiny pool kept
unfrozen for them in the lake of ice.

With some members still arriving
Frank Ellis got matters off to a rele
vant and challenging start in a paper
on the Bible translator William Tyn-
dale. After a short biography Frank
proceeded to emphasise the importance
of Tyndale for today. He noted that
the great driving force behind the
Reformer's translation work was the

desire for the Scriptures to be under
stood by all his fellow-countrymen
and, therefore, he wrote in the lan
guage of 'John Ploughman'. Tyn-
dale's work lies behind the Authorised

Version but how it would grieve him
today to see tradition placed over
against the desperate need to com
municate with our contemporaries in
language they understand. What also
of the 'language of Zion'? We must
be radical if we must reach the un

converted masses all around us. We

must remove the stumbling blocks
which are so often placed in their way
when we bring them the Gospel.

Two papers were given which related
the concern for 'John Ploughman' to
his successors of today—the working
class. Robert Oliver gave an intro
ductory survey drawing several im
portant lessons. We should beware
of the identification of the church with

any one class and/or the 'social
Gospel'. In particular we should
make sure that the Gospel emphasis
in our own message is not distorted by
social concern. In addition we should
look for truly spiritual minded prea
chers able to declare what they have
smartingly felt and are able to explain
themselves clearly and concretely.

(continued on back inside cover)



Editorial
The working class

Laurence Stephen Lowry, born in
Manchester in 1887, died recently at
an advanced age. A recluse, he lived
since 1948 in a bleak little house
in Mottram-in-Longdendale. He la
boured intensely alone. He never
owned a motor car, television set,
telephone nor wife. He never
travelled abroad. He never smoked
and he never drank. His favourite
food was tomato soup, sausage, egg
and chips. This is the man who
became a painter of world renown.

It happened, or shall I say it began to
happen on this wise. As a young man
he one day missed his train. As he
waited he watched with fascination the
stooped figures of the industrial
morass, multitudes scurrying on their
various ways. Like a bolt out of
the grey smog an inspiration struck
him. Why not depict such scenes on
canvas? That moment was like the
moment of enlightenment for the
Christian. Thereafter Lowry set
about painting such scenes in a style
inimitably his own. He worked
assiduously to develop his skills and
craftmanship. The sketch on the
front cover is a copy I made in about
ten minutes the sole intention being to
draw attention to those stooped
figures. It is interesting to compare
Lowry's drawings of people on their
way to work and football fans on their
way to a match. How different the
mobility of the legs! a drudgery in the
one lot and a lively expectation in the
other!

Lowry was influenced by impressionist
painters and how thankful we can be
that he was. The tutor at the College
of Art in Manchester where Lowry
studied from 1905 to 1915 was
Adolphe Valette who was well versed
in the impressionist method. Strictly
speaking impressionism did not grip
Lowry but 1 maintain that it explains

the extraordinary flexibility and
originality of his works as a whole.

What of these multitudes moving
about like ants in a colony? Listening
to Roy Joslin speaking at the Carey
Conference in York in January was
for many present a moment lof
revelation. To think that the Christian
Church is not really reaching the vast
majority is disconcerting to say the
least. The term 'working class' has
been used. In the first of a series of
articles which we hope will turn into a
book (our faith that this will be so is
indicated by the layout of format)
Roy Joslin explains what he means by
working class. By telephone Ron
Edmonds of California warned us that
Americans may not appreciate this
problem which we call 'working class'.
Well, our task is to reach every man.
We may need to change the title but
the force and urgency of the matter
remains the same—masses of people
are basically unreached. That is our
concern. And if we do publish a book
on this subject we will endeavour to
illustrate it with a selection of Lowry's
paintings.

Tertullian—a present day parallell

Tertullian was a teacher powerful and
vigorous and of a capable mind who
exerted a great influence upon the
Christian church during the first
twenty to thirty years of the third
century. The most interesting feature
in the life and testimony of Tertullian
is that he joined the sect or schism of
the Montanists. Montana was a
teacher in Phrygia who flourished in
the second half of the second century.
The Montanists approximated very
much in character to the Pentecostals
and Charismatics of our day. They
strove to emphasise spiritual reality
and direct experience of God and were
fierce opponents of dead orthodoxy.

Donald MacLeod is the first one to
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move in a decisive way to reveal the
parallel in our day. Since Reforma
tion Today stands absolutely and
immovably on the central doctrines of
the Reformation and is especially
devoted to a lively and relevant
application of those doctrines, it is
impossible to ignore or bypass an issue
of such importance and significance.

Donald MacLeod is a young preacher
with a gift to preach to preachers, that
is to preach powerfully of a very high
level of instruction and edification.

Preaching is his most obvious gift and
as is so often the case all the other
activities flow out of that source. He

is a pastor of a large church in
Glasgow, professor of Theology in
the Free Church College. He is editor
of The Monthly Record of the Free
Church of Scotland, the denominational
paper for the Free Church which is an
evangelical and Reformed denomina
tion in Scotland with about 20,000
members and 200 ministers. It is a

body very pure by today's Presbyterian
standards. Church Order and Infant
baptism apart, most readers of
Reformation Today would find much
in common with our friends in Scotland
although some of the churches there
are not exactly pulsating with spiritual
life and evangelism is not a strong
point. Recently the BBC televised a
programme depicting the religious life
of the Free Church believers in the Isle

of Lewis, an area famous for its
revivals which have continued on into
the century. Unlike so many pro
grammes this one was not spoiled by
misrepresentation or imposition upon
it by the personalities or views of the
producers. The testimonies of per
sonal salvation and of credence in the

doctrines of grace was refreshing.
Fascinating too were library shelves
in the background filled with the best
Banner of Truth productions.

But to return to the subject, it is
important that we appreciate Dr.
Martyn Lloyd-Jones' concern for
revival, a concern which we share. It
may well be that his expositions will be
used to bring our Pentecostal brethren
to understand and embrace the

doctrines of grace (see remarks on

page 28). Because we may differ in
our interpretation of Romans 8:16 and
Ephesians 1:13 it does not mean to say
that we must give way to an un
balanced attitude like one London
minister who will not recommend any
volume by the doctor. (The same
minister will not recommend any title
by Carey Publications though he
claims to occupy the same doctrinal
position as Spurgeon). It does not
mean to say that we devalue books by
the doctor. Some of them such as
'The Sermon on the Mount' and
'Spiritual Depression' are unrivalled.

If there is a note in Donald MacLeod's
review of being irked, this is due to the
capital made out of the situation by
those who maintain second blessing
teaching without at the same time
having a theology of adequate propor
tions to bear such defects. A
Volkswagen is not a Rolls Royce, a
sparrow is not an eagle, nor a tom-cat
a lion.

There are benefits arising out of this
debate. One is that 'iron sharpens
iron'. It is good that we enjoy forum
and freedom to agree or disagree,
advance and grow in our perceptions
showing affection and respect for
others when we cannot endorse their
conclusions. The book 'Lady Hunt-
ington and her friends' has been
republished in America by Summit
books, a volume which illustrates well
the unity maintained by the leaders
of the 18th century Awakening,
despite differences of much greater
magnitude than the issue here
discussed. A benefit for which we
should pray earnestly is that every
Pentecostal who reads the doctor's

volume on Ephesians chapter one,
God's Ultimate Purpose, will become
persuaded by it to embrace the
doctrines of grace.

While it has been asserted before, the
urgency of the subject demands that
the need for a theology of power be
stressed again. While we concur with
Donald MacLeod we would not
necessarily employ the same priorities
in our arguments or cite the same
authorities for the text. Moreover we



would like to see him lay more
emphasis on power. While Pentecost
was a once and for all event in
Salvation history just as the Incarna
tion was a once and for all event, we
must not lose sight of the truth that
our Lord said, 'you shall receive power
after that the Holy Spirit is come upon
you' (Acts 1:5, 8). Various writers
such as Dunn stress purification.
Unquestionably the aspect of purifica
tion was uppermost in the minds of
the apostles (Acts 15:8, 9), but the
promise does not read, 'and you shall
receive purification". It says you shall
receive power] What exactly is this
power? Well we do not have to travel
far to find the answer. It is in the
immediate context: 'and you shall be
witnesses to me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and in Samaria, and to the
uttermost parts of the earth' (Acts 1:8).

The power means the empowering of
the Holy Spirit in fearless, bold, clear
winsome, persuasive Gospel proclama
tion, not only in public by preachers
but in personal witness by believers.
This power is not confined, restricted
or limited to a special experience or
only unleashed by a second blessing,
but is designed to endure throughout
the lifetime of a believer. Having
been initiated at Pentecost the power
of the Spirit is present with the Church
until the second advent of Christ.

This explains all the revivals of
history. There are days of God's
power, and times of heightened glory,
periods of multiplied conversions.
These times come entirely through the
disposition of a sovereign God.

While in Canada during February I
discussed the subject with pastor
Arnold Dallimore whose second and
final volume on the life of George
Whitefield is due to appear at the end
of 1979. The principles of Revival
are wonderfully illustrated in the life
of Whitefield, probably the most pow
erfully used preacher in revival ever
to grace the Christian Church since
the apostles. Arnold Dallimore main
tains firmly that it is impossible to
establish a second blessing construction
for George Whitefield. He was

simply endued with power over and
over again. Yet by no means did he
experience revival all the time. For
instance, on only two visits out of
fourteen did he experience revival in
Scotland.

We believe that there is a theology of
power, that Pentecost was a baptism
of power and that on that basis there
will follow days of the right hand of
the Son of Man who exercises the 'all
power' that belongs to him in heaven
and in earth. Such days are long
overdue. We ought to prepare for
such times. The approach recom
mended in Scripture has been
expounded in this magazine on former
occasions.

Enlarged tents to accommodate en
larged congregations will need stronger
pegs and good quality cords or ropes.
Church discipline the ordinances and
all the counsel of God is required if
there is to be a maximum retention of
the spiritual Awakening which we pray
will be sent to the churches.

Herbert Carson's response

A book which reveals the true
situation rather than the naive
conjectures of David Pawson is a work
by Malachi Martin, 'The Final Con
clave'. David Pawson is persuaded
that the surprise election of John Paul
I was a clear proof of the work of
the Holy Spirit. But Martin, whose
book was published in U.S.A. a few
months before the death of Paul VI,
described the electoral campaigning
which was going on at that stage—they
knew that he must soon go either by
death or by retirement—and they had
the scenario worked out for precisely
the kind of pope who emerged. He
wrote: 'To offset this possibility (viz an
alliance of Progressives and Conserva
tives) Traditionalists (50 votes) would
be willing to make a compromise with
Conservatives (35 votes), thus produc
ing more than the absolute majority
needed for election. The chief point
on which Traditionalists are willing to
compromise is the ecclesiastical charac
ter of the next Pope. He would be an
Italian but a non-curial man (i.e. not a


