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Books

Introducing the Christian Faith. J. K. Davies.
Grace Publ. Trust. 15 pages. 25 pence.

Keith Davies has a warm hearted easy-to-
understand style in addressing those who do
not believe as well as directness in dealing faith
fully with subjects such as sin and the necessity
of forgiveness. He explains the way of salvation
clearly and briefly. The presentation is tasteful;
the print large and clear. Just the sort of thing
we need to help us in reaching those who are
ready to read fifteen pages.

Myths about Missions. Horace L. Fenton.
IVP 1973. 108 pages. £ 1.65.

This book is even more relevant now than

when it was first published eight years ago. If
you are equipped and sense a call to the mission
field you will find that reservation after reser
vation will be removed. In brief readable

compass this book shows that missionary work
is as. urgent and needful now as ever it was.

Who is in Control? R. Devenish.

Grace Publ. Trust. 1981. 58 pages. £ 1.20

A forthright exposition of the sovereignty of
God this paperback is an easy to read version of
A. W. Pink's Sovereignty of God. When the
Scriptures present forthright declarations about
the sovereignty of God these are almost always
accompanied by statements about human
responsibility and of God's willingness to
receive all who come to him. Well known

examples are Matthew 11:27-30, John 6:37 and
the proximity of Romans chapters 9 and 10.
This balance is absent. We should always be
sensitive about the seeker who could miscon

strue the sovereignty of God. Many cases of
lack of assurance have resulted when this

balance has not been handled with sensitivity.
A suggestion: the stress on human respon
sibility should be restored in the next edition,
not only in all the chapters, but also by way of a
whole chapter expounding Ezekiel chapter 18.

God Willing. H. Mockford.
Grace Publ. Trust. 1981. 63 pages. £ 1.50.

An attractive superbly abridged version of
Flavel's Providence of God. The publishers
have hit a home run with this one. The entire
presentation is tasteful, clear and sweet to the
spirit.

God, Science and Evolution. Prof. E. H.
Andrews. E.P. 1980. 127 pages. £ 1.75.

This is an enjoyable exposition. Readers should
not be disturbed if in a few places the language
is incomprehensibly scientific. It is enjoyable
not only because really helpful information
oozes out as you go along but also because we
share company with a scientist who accepts the
authority of the Bible without any reservation.
He shows in many ways that the claims of
evolution are ridiculous and also that the
claims for an exceedingly old earth ludicrous.
He deals with almost all the main issues of the
subject including theistic evolution which he
refutes in a convincing manner. Suggestion: as
you read through make your own index of
matters you may wish to refer to again. Ask an
evolutionist how a giraffe evolved his long neck
but be sure you have the correct details about
the giraffe's intricate anatomy (see p. 17)!

Diversities of Gifts

being the Westminster Conference papers for
1980. Available from the Westminster
Conference Secretary (Rev. Brian Freer), c/o
Westminster Chapel, Buckingham Gate,
London SEIE 6BS.

103 pages. £ 1.40. (The print is small as it dare
be — a commendable way of giving us a lot in
103 pages.)

Three papers are devoted to the Puritan
Thomas Goodwin. His life with salient features
is described by Brian Freer, his mysticism by
Paul Cook and his views of Independency by
Graham Harrison. All the materials are of the
usual high standard expected at this con
ference. Paul Cook's paper deserves to be
singled out as possessing exceptional value for
he provides valuable definitive material as he
gets to grips with the ne^ected and difficult
subject of mysticism. Phil Roberts' paper on
the Puritan view of children in the church
provides a masterly overview of how the
Puritans differed over infant baptism and how
this affected their view of children. John
Carrick's paper on Robert Raikes and the origin
of Sunday Schools is excellent both from a
biographical and historical point of view, as is a
superb presentation by David Boorman of the
Secession issue in Scotland, and how this
involved the Erskines and ultimately George
Whitefield.

It is crucial that there should be a forum like the
Westminster Conference in London to study,
debate and contribute towards the preservation
of our Evangelical and Reformed heritage. I do
not know anything quite like it in any other part
of the world.



Editorial

On the 23rd September I was involved in a car
crash. Mercifully, nobody was with me and
nobody else was involved. My recovery has
been steady; and while we do not know at this
juncture when I will be able to resume my
preaching responsibilities we are hopeful that
there will be no permanent ill-effects.

Providentially (the common erroneous word is
luckily) we were in a reasonable position as far
as the magazine was concerned. Material was
already typeset and the article by David

Seefried was ready for setting.

Assistant editors

Ian Randall, who has acted as assistant editor
since October 1973, is now living in
Maidenhead. He is involved with a programme
of extra-mural study which precludes the heavy
expenditure of hours which he has devoted to
the magazine over the years. We are all
indebted to him for the energy he has devoted
to assessing materials and to preparing articles
for press. Especially are we grateful for the
biographies which he has prepared. His skill
has often been used to boil the life stories down

to digestible size without at the same time
arousing the indignation of the authors who
naturally enough are averse to seeing their
precious productions diminish before their
eyes! Yet this has been needful in order to cater
for the lambs as well as for the sheep.

Don Evans, formerly an elder at Cuckfield, a
pioneer of the church at Crawley and
continuing elder there with Austin Walker and
Michael Parsons, has stepped in to help. For
years Don has been keeping a sharp look out for
the errors and clumsiness of construction that

creep through, especially during the last stages
of preparation when the pressure is on to get
everything to the printer. It will help to have

Don within reasonable distance. He has not

finally committed himself to the job until we
have proved the feasibility of the idea over a
period of four or more issues. Evening work in
connection with his school teaching together
with the needs of a growing family of three boys
to involve Dad in their interests and activities

mean that the hours of a week are a precious
and scarce commodity.

Hearing the Word
The accident mentioned above has increased

my role has a hearer of expositions (James 1:19-
25). A preacher is wise to learn as much as he
can from other preachers. This we can do by
cassettes which have many advantages.
Materials can be selected and parts replayed
over and over again if necessary. But however
valuable cassettes may be they are never the
same as the live situation and can never be an

adequate substitute for live preaching.

The overall main impression made upon me in
the change from pulpit to pew is the fact that
industry, preparation, effort and discipline of
mind are required if all the advantages designed
for our good are to be retained. Light-hearted
hearing is futile hearing. The mind and soul
must be disciplined to retain the content of the
message. The affections must be prepared to
receive the spiritual impact that the Holy Spirit
may be prepared to impart in the act of devoted
hearing.

From the world of temptation that surrounds
the preacher I have been suddenly plunged into
another cosmos or world of temptation, namely
that which envelopes the hearer. The most
basic temptation is to miss a service or a mid
week meeting because of an absolutely lawful
and legitimate excuse. This has impressed
upon me the importance of establishing in-

Front Cover: Saudi Arabia with her religious capital, Mecca, lies at the heart ofthe Muslim
world. The approximate population figures in millions are shown in bracketsfor the different
countries. The route by which huge supplies of oil comes from the Persian Gulf for the
industrial nations of the West is a nerve centre of the world. A ccording to Operation World
(see p. 32) there are no known national Christians in Saudi Arabia. Seven percent of the
population are negro descendants of African slaves, mainly themselves slaves because
slavery is still legal and still practised.
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violable principles and the need to weave
consistent habits into our lives. The most

important habit is that we never neglect the
assembling of ourselves together. Such neglect
is downright evil because it is the main way by
which the Adversary can weaken our affections
for the means of grace, for God and for fellow-
Christians. Once he has made us spasmodic
hearers the next step is to make us careless and
heedless hearers. The next move is terrifying.
It is falling away, and to fall away is apostasy
which means abandonment of a former loyalty.
Apostasy leads to eternal condemnation of the
worst possible kind. This horrible slippery
slope is fully described in Hebrews 10:23-31.
Those who lightly esteem preaching are the
most vulnerable because they place little value
on that which is designed to give us most profit.
The Scripture says, 'if you think you are
standing firm, be careful that you don't fall' (1
Cor. 10:12). He who knows his own weakness
and fears his own frailty will be most careful to
keep himself close to God by being a diligent
hearer and doer of the Word. The article The

primacy of preaching' amplifies this subject and
refers to present day trends to devalue and
disparage preaching among evangelicals.

News

Bob Sheehan, author of Which Version Now
(Carey, 32pp, 80p) who tackles a difficult
subject in this issue of the magazine, is to take
up the pastorate at the Welwyn Evangelical
Church in December.

The Evangelical Church at Welwyn can trace
its spiritual ancestry back to 1695. Almost as
old as Welwyn (not to be confused with the
modern Welwyn Garden City) is a handsome
old building called Guessens. For many years
under the direction of the Welwyn Evangelical
Church, it has served as a home for students,
but now is to become the headquarters of the
E.M.F. (European Missionary Fellowship).
Omri Jenkins is the director. The Welwyn
Evangelical Church has enjoyed an outstanding
record in sending missionaries to far-flung
corners of the world. We feel it is truly sig
nificant that the EMF headquarters is now to be
located in Welwyn.

Richard Chester has accepted a call to the
Baptist Church at Abingdon, the territory of the
Strict Baptist Mission. It is a cause of

encouragement to see a strong missionary team

working at Abingdon with determination,
relevance and purpose.

Herbert Carson has accepted a call to the
Knighton Road Evangelical Church, Leicester.
He is due to begin there next February.

The Carey Conference for ministers
The next conference is due to take place at
Swanwick, Derbyshire, 12th-14th January.
Leith Samuel is to speak on the subject, 'crisis
points in the ministry and how to deal with
them'. Harry Kilbride is to address the subject
of 'mobilising the church for evangelism'.
Donald MacLeod is the preacher. If you have
not yet booked your place write to the
conference secretary: John Rubens, P.O. Box
65, Bedford.

Correspondence: What constitutes a
New Testament Church?

In the last issue. Pastor David Kingdon
explained that the Church is constituted by the
saving action of God, the preaching of the
Gospel, and the believing response of men. The
elements of believing response were shown to
be repentance, faith and baptism. In arguing for
the significance of baptism in the Pauline
epistles, Edwin King was quoted as writing;
''Paul reproves division over water-baptism,

declares his indifference and says, "Christ sent me
not to baptise but to preach the gospel" (1 Cor.
1:10-17).'

Edwin King pointed out in subsequent corres
pondence that (a) his article was explaining the
view oiBunyan on the subject of baptism; (b) in
context his use of the word 'indifference refer
red in no way to the 'spiritual worth and
significance' of the ordinance but only to the
apostle's desire to refuse glory for those persons
he had baptised.

In reply David Kingdon apologises for not
making it clear that he quoted from an article
by Mr. King on Bunyan. Interested readers
may refer to Rev. King's article in Fellowship
(Nov/Dec 1978).

The above-described correspondence is

detailed (4 pages) and can be supplied upon
request. Cost: 35 pence. We are sorry that we
have to resort to these economies which apply
also to the abridgment of Mr. Budgen's work on
Flavel.



As he was reading Spurgeon's sermons a
pastor in America began to wrestle with the
doctrines of grace. This led in turn to books
published by the Banner of Truth. Being a
man of enterprise he boarded a plane for
Edinburgh determined to make rapid
progress in the newly discovered dimensions
of free grace. Iain Murray helped him along
and then directed him for further counsel to
the editor of this magazine. To shorten the
story David Seefried went as a missionary to
Germany but his health broke down so
badly that it was questioned whether he
would survive. He was compelled to return
to America where he took up the pastorate
of a small church in the centre of Rochester
City on Lake Ontario, New York State. That
church (Trinity Baptist Church) has grown
and has been wonderfully prospered. In
addition to the usual responsibilities of a
minister Pastor Seefried loves radio
preaching. His voice can be heard almost
daily over the air.

But I think it is necessary to send
back to you Epaphroditus, my
brother, fellow worker and fellow
soldier, who is also your messenger,
whom you sent to take care of my
needs. For he longs for all of you
and is distressed because you heard
he was ill.^^ Indeed he was ill, and
almost died. But God had mercy on
him, and not on him only but also
on me, to spare me sorrow upon
sorrow.^® Therefore I am all the
more eager to send him, so that
when you see him again you may be
glad and I may have less anxiety.^^
Welcome him in the Lord with
great joy, and honour men like
him,^° because he almost died for
the work of Christ, risking his life to
make up for the help you could not
give me. Philippians 2:25-30.

Reformation of our missionary principies
In the course of expounding Philippians, I came to know Epaphroditus, one of
the early missionaries. I found that there was a striking similarity between his
experience and mine; he was sent, he became ill, he returned home. A real
affinity developed between us and in this way what could have been of
theoretical interest only became something alive and practical.

To introduce the subj ect, let me point out some of the basic facts of missionary
work before considering in more detail the principles involved.

Because missionary work is of great importance to God, it should be
important to us. Missionary work is not easy and so the more we know
about it the more likely we will be to get involved and stay involved.
Missionary work that is guided by biblical principles will be both intense and
fruitful. Missionary work is suffering from insufficient numbers of
personnel as well as from ineffective personnel.

As we turn to principles, would you, please, first read Philippians 2:25-30 and
then be ready to keep referring to the individual verses as we come to consider
them.



Principle Number One - (Phil. 2:25a)

The character of the missionary is vital

The right Christian character is essential to the success of all Christian
endeavour; this is especially true for missionary work.

Paul, in discussing Epaphroditus (v. 25), describes the character of this
missionary in three ways: 'my brother', 'companion in labour' and 'fellow
soldier'.

My brother- Christian attributes of quality and love. This term is one of tender
affection and shows us that Epaphroditus knew how to get on with fellow
Christians. This was not just a cordial relationship but one of real love and
concern. Both of these men were in union with Christ and therefore they were
in communion with each other. They were brothers; they had the same
Father, the same Saviour, the same faith and belonged to the same family.

Our usefulness to the cause of God will depend upon our ability to get on with
each other and to love one another fervently: to see that, although we look at
things a little differently, we are 'brothers' who walk according to the new
commandment of John 13:34, 35 to love one another.

A missionary must be all that is required of an elder in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.
We usually distinguish between a pastor and a missionary inasmuch as a
missionary leaves his homeland for a foreign land with its distinctive culture
and language. He has much more to contend with than the minister or pastor
at home. The requirements or qualifications for eldership are therefore even
more important for him. What are they? First of all, an elder must be a man.
We have come to think of missionaries as predominantly women; but strictly
speaking the women are valuable helpers. Depending on your exegesis of 1
Timothy 3:11 you might call them deaconesses; but it is a misnomer to call
them missionaries.

The missionary is involved in church planting which includes preaching, ruling
and leading. As an elder the missionary should have a good marriage and rule
his family well. His children should be in submission to the teachings of the
Bible. He should be above reproach and be holy and disciplined in his life; not
violent, but gentle; not quarrelsome. He must not be quick-tempered. This is
especially important in a strange environment where there is much to try one's
patience and disturb one's composure while attempting to perform such an
awesome task. The missionary's grasp of truth needs to be comprehensive,
clear and firm, for he must be able to teach and be competent to refute those
who oppose sound doctrine.

Such positive attributes are most important. We should never underestimate
the personality. Remember, the people most used of the Lord are those who
have warm hearts and can express genuine love. Epaphroditus was one of



these people. There would be no petty jealousies for him; no rivalries, no
vindictiveness; but rather a warm expression of love. Paul calls him 'my
brother'.

Companion in labour- Christian labour. Here a statement is made by Paul that
shows us that Epaphroditus was not afraid of work. Perhaps it was his zeal for
work that exposed him to the illness that almost killed him. He was not
slothful, lazy or negligent regarding his work; certainly not if he was running at
Paul's pace (see 2 Tim. 3:10,11). We must understand that being a missionary
involves work. Being a missionary is about one percent glamour and ninety-
nine percent work. As soon as the plane touches the runway, the glamour is
over and the work begins. The trip to Rome by Epaphroditus was by ship and
probably had its moments of excitement; but once there it was work. Every
area of the Christian life involves work. Note these verses:

'choose you this day whom you will serve'
pastors - labour in word and doctrine'
teachers - 'study to show yourself approved, a workman'
all believers - 'work out your own salvation'.

Take the illustrations used in the Bible regarding a Christian: he is a builder, a
sower, a fisher, a farmer, a runner. All these denote labour. Missionary work is
no exception and if the missionary has the same qualities as Paul and
Epaphroditus he will labour to the point of exhaustion in the work of the Lord.
It is possible for missionaries to become lazy. The temptation to do little is
greater if there is isolation combined with discouragement.

Fellow soldier - Christian battle. Epaphropditus was not one that shrunk back
from the battle; but one that 'earnestly contended for the faith'. The
implications are many:

it implies an awareness of doctrine,
it implies a knowledge of the enemy,
it implies a strong faith,
it implies being equipped (Eph. 6:12-18).

The missionary must not be a weak man when it comes to contending for the
faith. He must be able to use the sword for aggression and the shield for
protection. I personally believe that the foreign mission field is front line duty.
The attacks of Satan are intense, prolonged and unusual. The lost are
indifferent, hard and wary of strangers. Therefore, a missionary must be a
'soldier' ready for battle, following closely his Captain into the thick of the
fight. Epaphroditus was such a man, willing to stand shoulder to shoulder with
Paul. What encouragement that must have been to the Apostle.

To summarise, let me stress that these matters - love, labour and battle - must
be kept in balance. A missionary cannot be all love, to the neglect of the work
and the battle; nor can he be all battle, to the neglect of love and labour; nor all
labour, to the neglect of love and battle. Our tendency is to go to one extreme



or the other rather than keeping a balance. Balance was shown by the men of
Nehemiah's day who built with a sword in one hand and a trowel in the other.

Principle Number Two - (Phil. 2:25b)

The local church is central

The local church alone is responsible for sending forth missionaries. After the
missionary is sent forth, the local church has a responsibility to remain actively
involved in that missionary's work.

Paul uses two further titles in talking of Epaphroditus; these being 'your
messenger' and 'your minister'. These touch two areas and show us that
Epaphroditus was commissioned by the church at Philippi.

Your messenger - The word used here is the word for 'apostle' but used in the
general sense. It means one sent forth or commissioned. This means that
Epaphroditus was set apart by the church, instructed by the church and sent
out by the church. He was their messenger, and we should note that the
church was responsible for the work and for the worker. The messenger, in
turn, was responsible for the work and he was responsible to the church.

The commissioning of a missionary is a very important undertaking.

It is no token matter, undertaken just to appear scriptural.
It must be done with much prayer.
It must be done only by a well-taught congregation.
It must be done only for a local church-oriented missionary.

Tour minister' - or 'he that ministers' or 'one sent to take care' (NIV). This
phrase signifies one who has aim or purpose. Certainly Epaphroditus was not
'an arrow shot at random into the air' but a man with a definite objective and
purpose. The church sent him forth with a twofold responsibility. The first
was to take a monetary gift to Paul. The second was to labour for and with
Paul. These were the definite objectives defined by the church, the
completion of which would mean success, and the lack of completion, failure.
There is a hint in the text that disappointment was present at Philippi and
indeed with Epaphroditus because of his becoming ill and not finishing the
assigned tasks.

It is of utmost importance that when missionaries are sent forth the goals are
clearly defined by the church and understood by the missionary. Much energy
is lost, money squandered, and time mis-spent when a missionary swerves off
course. Then indeed we can feel some disappointment. While allowing for the
leading of the Spirit, we must also be prepared to do practical diligent research
and full preparatory work before sending the missionary.



Two Scripture texts give us some light on how the early church conducted
themselves in this area of local church responsibility.

1. Acts 13:1-3 - Although some things have changed since the passing of the
Apostles, the involvement of the local church in prayer and sending forth
labourers has not changed. This was a blessed privilege for the church at
Antioch. In their identifying with Barnabas and Paul, they also identified with
their labours. Let us note that this privilege should never be given to an
organisation (mission board) but should be kept by the local church. How
wrong to say that the church is not able to handle the task of missions. She can
and must!

Mission Boards are service agencies, designed to help the local church in any
way possible. They should never usurp the churches' authority, nor diminish
their responsibility or rob them of the blessings and growth resulting from
meeting missionary responsibilities.

2. Acts 14:26-28 - This passage shows us missionaries with a sense of local
church authority and involvement. The church had sent them out on a
specific mission to preach and establish churches. Paul and Barnabas returned
to give a report of their activities.

From this we observe that a dual sense of responsibility should be developed
between the local church and her missionary who should realise that his
ministry is a vital part of that of the local church. The problems,
disappointments, successes and struggles of the missionary are all followed by
the local church to her own enrichment.

Principle Number Three - (Phil. 2:25)

Money is important

Paul required support (Phil. 4:18) but it was not finance alone that the
Philippians provided. Epaphroditus was sent with a monetary gift for Paul,
but we are told that Epaphroditus himself was also a gift to Paul to help him in
his labours.

Our involvement in giving can be a real blessing because our hearts go where
our hard-earned investment is sent. But if we ever conceive of the church as

merely a place in which to raise money, or if we feel satisfied in giving our
money only, then we have missed the point. It often appears that those of us
who belong to smaller churches can do little more than help the larger
churches send forth missionaries, but in doing so we must never comfort
ourselves that our responsibility is fulfilled. Though Rome was 800 miles away
from Philippi they had an esteemed elder there as well as their financial
backing.


