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THE CAREY CONFERENCE

THE CAREY FAMILY CONFERENCE, 1983
Every place was taken at the Carey Family Conference held at Elim Bible College, Capel,
Surrey. The occasion was one of rich edification, excellent fellowship, stimulating
discussion and splendid recreation. With regard to the holiday aspect an astonishingly
warm and sunny English summer was a great help. Captained by the recreational leader,
David Buxton, our Carey football team beat Elim on their home ground 3-1.

The spiritual materials are accessible and are now included in an up-to-date cassette
catalogue which is available on request. The theme of the conference was 'Reformation
and the Family'. We went to the very base of the Reformation in four sessions on Luther
(see page 10) while the family considered Biblically was fully and powerfully set out by
pastor Achille Blaize of Leyton in five addresses:

01CFC83 Marriage (58 min.)
02CFC83 The Family (62 min.)
03CFC83 The Biblical Education of our Children (70 min.)
04CFC83 Family Worship (and Discussion) (51 min.)
05CFC83 The Role of Women in the Church (61 min.)

Pastor Peter Buss of Guildford provided an instructive and stimulating address on the
subject of Philip Henry (06CFC83 — Inspiration from the life of Philip Henry 43 min.).

Pastor Austin Walker of Crawley spoke on the doctrine of adoption (07CFC83 Aspects of
Adoption 53 min.).

THE CAREY FAMILY CONFERENCE, 1984
Advance notice for your diary:

Carnegie College, Leeds, July 30th-August 4th, 1984
Speakers and subjects to be published later.

THE CAREY MINISTERS' CONFERENCE, 1984
January 10tli-13th, 1984 — Swanwick, Derbyshire.
Pop Goes the Gospel by John Blanchard, Peter Anderson and Derek Cleave (E.P.) 158
pages, £1.95 has just been published. The validity of pop music in evangelism is
examined. The authors claim that the use of pop music widens the generation gap in the
church whereas the Bible encourages unity across the whole age range. They also claim
that Gospel pop encourages a celebrity mentality. The Carey Conference will provide an
opportunity to ply Peter Anderson with questions. For instance, how does he deal with
the objection that the book deals with the worst aspects but not 'respectable Cliff Richard
style pop'? Also is it not possible to deal more precisely and clearly with the whole
question of worldliness, and the idea that we can attract people by using worldly means,
that is, entertainment?

Don Carson of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Deerfield, Illinois is due to speak on
'the challenge to encourage God's people in barren times' and Thom Smith of Oklahoma
on, 'reckoning with our thorns, a condition for ministerial success'. Don Garlington of
Durham, England, formerly New Jersey, U.S.A., will tackle the subject of producing a
N.T. Biblical Theology. Keith Davies has undertaken to develop the subject, 'the life and
being of a church', while John Benton is working on a title which will aptly describe his
subject 'the theology of worship'. Other subjects including 'the challenge of unemploy
ment' are being considered.



Editorial
Little did Luther realize that one day millions would be described by his name,
much more so than John Calvin. Today however, the Lutheran Church in
Germany is in a sad state, but hardly more so than the very small and weak
Reformed churches of France. Before reading about the present state of that
wilderness called France we are reminded of the vastly different situation that
pertained there in previous times.

With the Reformation came the enormous problem of unity. How can we avoid
fragmentation? Where are the legitimate points of division? The implications
of infant baptism create a point of division because the whole nature of the
church is affected by it. Luther found the issue of authority by personal
inspiration (supersainthood) intolerable to live with. That is another point of
division because men soon prefer their own inspiration to the authority of
Scripture, and thereby overthrow the principle of Sola Scriptura, We should
discourage all unnecessary division or division which arises from differences of
culture of temperament or personality. Such division denies the unity of
believers for which our Lord prayed in John 17, and the basis of unity outlined in
Ephesians 4:1-6. Our already fragmented situation is not helped by the
unbiblical practice of 2nd and 3rd degree separation. If we do not actually
practise such separation it is possible to take up an aggressive attitude which is
tantamount to it, an attitude illustrated by Luther's tragic stubbornness at the
disputation at Marburg over the communion question. To Luther, Zwingli was
simply an emissary of the devil. His attitude was absurd. To us today that whole
saga seems ludicrous. But are we ourselves guilty of perpetuating needless
divisions? The Whitefield fraternal is due to grapple with these issues on
September 26th.

Bible College Libraries
Complimentary copies of Carey Books and case bound volumes oiReformation
Today are sent to Bible College and Seminary libraries. The book on the French
Huguenots by Janet Gray was located in a library in Zomba, Malawi (see p. 26).
If you have details where the above mentioned materials will be well placed
please send them to us.

Cover picture. Luther made Wittenberg famous. It was only a small town on the
river Elbe. Wittenberg is now situated in East Germany which has a population
of about 17 million. Today most of that nation (dominated by Russia) is
surrounded by barbed wire. About half of the population professes to be
Protestant and 7 percent Roman Catholic. The rest are secular. Free churches,
mostly Baptist and Methodist, form about 1 percent of the population. These
churches are growing. The picture on the cover shows the part of the walls of
the city of Worms and the gate through which Luther passed on his way back
from the historic occasion when he stood trial before the Emperor, Charles V.



More has been written about Martin Luther than any other man with the exception
of our Lord, This is not surprising when we recall that Luther was God's instrument
to bring to an end an era of thraldom, and signal the beginning of a new epoch. The
500th anniversary of his birth has focussed even more attention on the Reformation
and its primaryfigure. Further aspects of Luther's life are here recalled and reflected
upon. This follows the material by John Nicholls which appeared in R.T. 12'.
Readers' attention is invited to the quotation in the notes which describes the
ministry of Luther in the Roman Catholic Church today.

Luther - God's Man for The Hour
Luther was essentially a theologian, preacher and a pastor. Because he was
involved in a titanic struggle to emancipate his people from papal tyranny he
could not escape involvement in the major political issues of his day. In most of
the political matters thrust upon him he fell far short of what we would expect
from a Christian. Especially was this the case in his dealings with the peasants,
the Anabaptists, and the Jews. This must be asserted even after full allowance
for his being a child of his age.^ But in his wielding of the Scripture he has no
equal in German history. When we survey other nations it is difficult to find any
leader to match the formative influence of Luther. He translated the Bible for

his people, preached to them its message of justification by faith, provided much
of their religious music, equipped them with catechisms, and gave them a
model of home life. He also provided biblical exposition for them which forms
most of the content of the 57 large volumes which came from his pen. From the
age of 40 when he began until his death at 63, he produced on average a modest
size book or treatize every fortnight. The number of pamphlets issued in
Germany in the four years 1521 to 1524 exceeds the quantity for any other four
years of German history until the present.^ These were tracts illustrated with
cartoons, not all written by Luther to be sure, but a work in which he took the
lead. As for his books, whereas evangelical authors today would regard 10,000
copies of a book sold as encouraging, Luther's volumes were in demand up to
300,000 copies. His writing reflects his indefatigable zeal and prodigious output
of work. Altogether he did the work often men. From 1512 to his death in 1546
he lectured in the university of Wittenberg expounding 13 books of Scripture
during that period.

Special reference should be made to his marriage and home life. The ordering
of his home was a model for others to follow. At 42 he married a nun, Katherine
van Bora, aged 26. She bore six children. Luther derived immense comfort and
joy from his family. Rich fellowship took place round the meal table, Luther
being a most congenial conversationalist. Katie took in students to ameliorate
their income so that together with hospitality extended to many visitors from
other parts they were never short of company in their home.

The historical setting
Naturally when we think of Luther we think first of his battle with the Papacy.



Martin Luther — by Lucas Cranach the Eider, 1532

There is nothing in Scripture to support the idea of one sovereign spiritual and
territorial ruler of the world. It took several centuries for that idea to crystallise.

The demise of the Roman Empire left a vacuum. Many looked to the Church to
fill it. We should note well that at the time of the Council of Nicea (325) there
were six centres of church rule, not one.^ Gradually one power emerged which
began to claim complete control, spiritual and civil, over all men.

During the 10th century the Papacy sank to the depths of degradation
unequalled up to that time. Later, just prior to Luther, there reigned Pope
Alexander VI who gave every support to his son Caesar Borgia's ambition to be
heir to the papal chair. It is believed that Borgia murdered over 100 people
including his own brother, caused his own brother-in-law to be strangled in his
presence, and actually knifed Alexander's favourite, Peroto, in the Pope's own
arms, blood spurting over the papal robes."

Leo the 10th was pope when Luther nailed his 95 theses on the door of the castle
church at Wittenberg in 1517. Leo was given to self-gratification, laziness and
pleasure-seeking. He delighted in rich banquets. He was absorbed in gaining
revenues to sustain his power and profligate pleasures as well as building a new
St. Peter's in Rome. To assist the gain of income Leo encouraged the sale of
indulgences. These consisted in assurances of the release of those in the agony
of purgatory. Depending on your rank or station in life you could buy your
relatives or friends out of the fires. A Dominican monk by the name of Tetzel
was a well known salesman who employed his eloquence to extricate as much
money as possible for the coffers of the papacy.

'Listen,' he would say to the crowds, 'Listen to the voices of your dear dead
relatives and friends, beseeching you and saying, "Pity us, pity us. We are in dire
torment from which you can redeem us for a pittance." Do you not wish to?
Open your ears. Hear the father saying to his son, the mother to her daughter,
"We bore you, nourished you, brought you up, left you our fortunes, and you
are so cruel and hard that now you are not willing for so little to set us free. Will
you let us lie here in flames? Will you delay our promised glory?"



Remember that you are able to release them, for

As soon as the coin in the coffer rings,
The soul from purgatory springs.

Will you not then for a quarter of a florin receive these letters of indulgence
through which you are able to lead a divine and immortal soul into the
fatherland of paradise?'^

The idea of lessening penances by payment of money goes back to the 7th
century but it was in 1300 when a Jubilee year was celebrated at Rome that the
system of indulgences really got underway. Large amounts of money were
raked in as they were deposited on the supposed tomb of St. Peter. This led to
more frequent special occasions on which to gather cash for indulgences.

It was error and corruption of this kind which provoked Luther's indignation.
The indulgences were part and parcel of a whole system of merit which was
supposed to be treasured up in the storehouses of Rome and dispensed to the
people. Salvation was conceived of as something you worked for piece by piece.
Merit was accrued and preserved through the ministry of the Church, especially
by means of seven sacraments which Luther reduced to three (baptism, the
supper and penance). Later he and the other reformers accepted the basic two.

One means of gaining merit or relief from purgatory was to view relics. Luther's
governor or prince was Frederick the Wise. He worked hard to build up a
museum full of relics. By 1520 there were 19,013 holy bones in the collection.
Prized among the relics was a strand from Jesus' beard, a piece from the stone
from which our Saviour ascended, a twig from Moses' bush, one tooth from the
jaw of St. Jerome and three parts of the cloak of the virgin Mary. If viewed on a
certain day, and if accompanied by handsome money gifts, extended relief
could be obtained from the fires of purgatory.^

Clear Biblical teaching had been overgrown by a mixture of human reason and
philosophy. A man by the name of Thomas Aquinas (1226-74) had produced a
literature almost as copious as Luther's. Aquinas' theological system owed
much to the Greek philosopher Aristotle. He blended faith and reason and
followed the idea that you can prove God by studying cause and effect.^
Mysticism which placed great importance on feelings was very popular. The
Church was thoroughly confused as to the way of salvation. It was from this
confusion that Luther was used to rescue God's people.

In doing so he was assisted by a movement of learning called the Renaissance, a
revival of scholarship. We must admire the wonderful providence of God that
at the very time of Luther's spiritual awakening a distinguished German scholar
John Reuchlin made available the necessary Hebrew grammar while the text of
the New Testament Greek was published in 1516 by Erasmus. The discovery of
the printing press was an indispensable aid to the Reformation.

In Luther's day people did not think of themselves as citizens belonging to
France or England, Germany or Spain, so much as belonging to the Holy



Roman Empire. In our Lord's day the world from Iraq to Northern England
formed an Empire under a Caesar at Rome. It was all pagan but gradually this
Roman Empire was Christianized. It was called 'Holy' but was very far from
being holy. Indeed it became spiritually corrupt from the top down with only
pockets here and there of genuine spiritual fervour and faithfulness.

From intense darkness to glorious light
At the very heart of the reformation lay Luther's experience of salvation.

Melanchthon said that Luther's eyes were like those of a lion or falcon. One of
his students said they sparkled and burned like stars so that one could hardly
bear looking at them.^ Behind those eyes lay not only an intellect of exceptional
powers but a personality which was warm and magnetic. Added to this he
possessed a brilliant memory and a will of extraordinary determination. These
unusual gifts were brought to their best by the fires of deep and prolonged
spiritual experience. Luther's resolute willpower nearly killed him as he tried to
gain salvation by means of the Roman merit system. It was not the reformer's.
genius which penetrated the maze of medieval theology to discover that it is
imputed righteousness alone which justifies. To the Holy Spirit himself must be
attributed the illumination of Luther's understanding.

Staupitz, the vicar of the Augustinian monastery, was baffled by the young
monk, so disturbed and so enormously exercised about salvation. Staupitz'
counsel helped but did not solve the persistent deep-rooted problem. A way
had to be found. One day under the pear tree in the cloister garden Staupitz
informed Luther that he was to take the chair of Bible teaching in the university.
This involved a huge volume of work. Staupitz was rightly convinced that it
would benefit brother Martin and serve to direct his mind to the best source of

help, namely, the holy writings.

It must surely be unique, even in the Roman Catholic Church, for an arch God-
hater to be rewarded with such a privileged position of foremost Bible Teacher
in a leading University. Can we really say Luther was an arch God-hater? Well
let us see what happened.

As an unconverted priest Luther was in the darkness of medieval superstition.
Unlike today the people did not doubt the reality of the supernatural world. It
was however a confused concept, a turmoil between God and the Devil and
saints and demons. The problem was how to gain favour with God, how to
achieve enough and earn salvation. Of the monastery Luther said that: 'I
plagued myself with prayers, fastings, wakings and freezings that I almost died
of cold. SometimesT would lock myself up for two or three entire days at a time
without food or drink.' He fasted, prayed, chastised and tormented his body,
'that I might remain obedient and live chastely'.^ But it was not a battle over
women. 'In the convent I thought neither of money nor of the wealth of this
world nor of women.''® A celibate life is an utter curse to those not so gifted.
This often led to appalling and unspeakable immoralities. St. Benedict rolled
his body in thorns to quell lust and St. Cuthbert stood all night up to his neck in


