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Monday 28th July to Saturday 2nd August.
Gloucestershire College of Arts & Technology,
Gloucester.

A unique opportunity for you to make new friends
on a holiday suited for all ages which will include

★ Seminars

★ Discussion and questiontime
★ Sporting and leisure activities
★ Childrens meetings
★ Creche facilities

for further details please write to Mr David Thomson,
24 Weetwood Avenue, Leeds, Yorkshire LSI6 5NF.



Editorial
'I will build my Church and the gates of
hell will not overcome it' (Matt 16:18).
This promise of our Lord is a constant
source of encouragement to those who
reflect upon it. The reference to gates
reminds us of the ancient walled cities.

Well can we imagine Satan's city with high
walls well fortified. Even stronger fortifica
tions mark the gates. We can picture, as did
John Bunyan in his allegory, 'The Holy
War,' Prince Emmanuel arriving with his
army. The gates will have to be stormed
but there will be fierce resistance. Never

theless a breach is made. The city of Satan
is invaded. Bastions are created within.

The city hall is attacked and overcome.
The king of darkness has his flag pulled
down. The flag of victory is hoisted in its
place. The battle is by no means over. The
war rages on.

/ will build my church in Yugoslavia

The brilliant description of an Autumn
journey to Yugoslavia well fits the
description of warfare above, to spite of
opposition of every kind Christ's church is
being established in Eastern Europe, and
in Yugoslavia in particular. This is not to

say that a work has not been going on for
many years, but rather attention is drawn

to work being established in areas or towns
where Diabolus has reigned supreme up to
now.

Readers of Reformation Today who are
themselves involved in church planting
work, and who are often tempted to think
their work is useless will be encouraged by
the example of the pioneers described in
The Autumn Journey.

Provisions for the Christian Warfare

When the Caesars trained their legions

those regiments were not trained and

equipped for defence only. Imperial Rome
aimed at world conquest. There is a greater
Lord than Caesar. Christ will have world

dominion. He has given his soldiers a
mandate to conquer the world (Matt 28:18-
20). The conquest is to be achieved by
preaching and by the propagating of
Christian truth. To succeed in spiritual
warfare we require an overall under
standing of what is involved. This
perspective is provided in the article on our
Christian Warfare which concludes with a

question concerning the quality of our
spiritual combatants today.

The minister's devotional life

The last question about the quality of our
spiritual soldiers leads directly to a further
question which is the quality of our
officers. The role and importance of
leadership can hardly be over estimated.
What is the standard of godliness of our
ministers? Maurice Roberts is very practi
cal, not only in his definition of godliness,
but also in his suggestions as to how
godliness is promoted.

The Restoration Movement,

Rome and Ourselves

Not since the 1930s has the British

evangelical constituency been rent with
strife and division of the proportions
witnessed today. Two major Pentecostal
denominations emerged from the 1930s,
the Assemblies of God and ELIM. The

Charismatic Movement represents the
Pentecostal challenge of the 1970s and
1980s. From the Charismatic Movement

has come two distinct Restorationist

groups, referred to as R1 and R2. All this is
described in the review article, 'Kingdom,
Cult or New Denomination?' in which two
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major books are reviewed. One of these is
Andrew Walker's book, Restoring the
Kingdom'. This volume provides a full
description of the emergence since 1976 of
the two major Restorationist groups, R1
and R2.

John Palmer's article logically precedes the
review article 'Kingdom, Cult or New
Denomination?' because it shows how the

average pastor in Britain is confronted by
the claims of Restorationism. The rele

vance of this subject for us all can be
understood as we continue with the theme

under two further headings as follows.

its own parameters. Thus all Pentecostals
in Pentecostal denominations are required
to abandon their loyalties and join
Restorationism. All evangelicals likewise
are being called on to leave their churches.
Every believer must make a decision about
this. The whole issue should become more

clear to you as you read the review article,
'Kingdom, Cult or New Denomination?' It
will not give you all the answers. For
instance it will not explain why exactly
there is already a division in Restora
tionism itself. You will have to read

Andrew Walker's book for that. Even then

it will not be easy to understand.

All Charismatics have to decide

The actual word 'charismatic' is a good
one. It is biblical. It refers to the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. Since one cannot be a
Christian without the person and work of
the Holy Spirit, and since there is no such
thing as a Christian without spiritual gifts
(Eph 4:7), every Christian without excep
tion is a Charismatic. However in recent

times the word has been used to describe

those who claim miraculous or super
natural gifts. Also the word has been used
to describe those who claim to have a

superplus in the dimensions of spiritual
worship. This means that all Christians
have to decide whether or not these claims

are genuine. Every believer must make up
his mind where he stands in relation to

those who make extravagant claims.
Decisions are far reaching. Not only have
individuals to decide whether healing
claims are true but they must also decide
whether medical science should be aban

doned. For instance three deaths were

reported in the January issue of the
Christian Medical Fellowship Journal.
These were a consequence of patients
trusting charismatic claims. Not only are
we required to make up our minds about
healings and prophetic claims but also
whether we should continue in our local

churches.

The Restoration Movement claims that

charismatic renewal is impossible outside

The Evangelical Times

The article, 'Kingdom, Cult or New
Denomination?' reviews Victor Budgen's
book, Charismatics and the Word of God.
Pastor Budgen's book will help Christians
decide where they stand on all the central
claims of the Charismatic Movement.

Within the book there are references to the

monthly newspaper E.T. which is sub
scribed to by most evangelical churches
standing outside the Charismatic Move
ment. Many ministers have been frustrated
by the fact that E. T. does not represent the
churches for which the paper was
originally organized. The pro-charismatic
policy of the editor means that serious
attempts to appraise the extravagant
claims made today are frustrated. For
instance the £ T. review of Victor Budgen's
book was not a review at all but rather an

unfair attack on the author. This matter is

explained in the article 'Kingdom, Cult or
New Denomination?'

Whatever confusion surrounds us and

whatever distractions may develop, we
must not be moved from our chief purpose
of evangelizing and church planting. Let us
remember our brothers in countries like

Yugoslavia and emulate their zeal and
perseverance. Their distractions are much
greater than ours. We ought always to bear
in mind that our labour is never in vain

(1 Cor 15:58).



Autumn Journey to Yugoslavia
Two and a halfweeks were spent visiting
five centres in Southern SERBIA and

the neighbouring Republic of MAKE-
DONIA (see map) 30th October to 16th
November 1985.

Before the last War the Orthodox

Church held sway in these parts. This
Church considers itself superior (be
cause more ancient etc.) to the Roman
Catholics, and contemptuously dis
misses all Protestants as rationalists and

sectarians; this attitude persists. The
Communists have had little difficulty
subduing Orthodoxy and now hold
sway without serious rivalry. The
Yugoslav character is effusive and
generous when pleased, aggressive and
vindictive when not, and the change
from one mood to the other can be as

swift and lethal as lightning! Yugoslav
society is savagely self-seeking and,

especially in the poorer parts of the
country such as Southern Serbia and
Makedonia which are very corrupt and
opportunistic. A land of gross darkness
and fierce national rivalries where

money really talks if you have it. A
lovely and a terrible people, not the kind
of place to try and plant churches unless
you have a persevering faith, a loving
heart and a hope renewed from within
the veil day by day.

SKOPJE

Capital city of Makedonia Q/i million
pop.). A group of mostly young Chris
tians meet here, led by IVAN a science
lecturer in the University, aged about
30. Membership, 18-20, firmly led and
well taught meet in a new room beneath
his house. He has just commenced the
first magazine and hymn-book in the
Makedonian language (quite different
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