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Front cover — Mrs. Serafima Yudintseva, wife of Christian minister Vasiii Yudintseva, has,
for the past two years iived with a prison sentence hanging over her. Her husband is
behind bars. The reason for the postponement of hersentence is that her youngest chiid
wiii be four years old and 'clemency'has been shown because of the care needed for the
little boy. But our sister has six other children all under 18 who will be left as orphansi The
prison sentences are for practising the Christian faith in the manner that is the case
throughoutthe free world. Doesnotthishighlightthe diabolical cruelty ofthe Communist
system? We are all pleased to hear that about 140 political dissidents have been
released in Russia during January this year. However this has made no difference forthe
believers. Their piightis as bad as ever. We hear ofan increasing number of women sent
to prison for their faith. Aias!So far there is no change for Christians under Gorbachev.
The photo is by permission of FRiEDENSSTIMME, P.O. Box 10, Leicester LE3 2FX.

Editorial
The Carey Conference

From January 6th to 8th the sun shone brilliantly through cloudless skies upon
Liverpool. The following week there was a dramatic change, heavy snow and
freezing conditions gripped all the U.K. bringing many communication lines to
a halt. The first Carey Conference for ministers in 1970, held at Wadderton
outside Birmingham, was reached by about 40 men who travelled through
heavy snowfalls to get there. That was, claimed David Kingdon the first
conference of its kind in Britain for 157 years (the last was a gathering of
particular Baptists, see the first article in the first issue of R.T., 1970). We were
very grateful for the favourable conditions this year, but much more so for the
excellent spirit of unity that characterised the conference as a whole. Also there
was a record attendance of 160. Rathbone Hall, Liverpool University, was
advantageous. However at least ten attainable improvements have been noted
by John Rubens for next year, January 5th-7th, again at Rathbone.
One ofthe main features ofthe conference was the'meatiness'ofthe materials.
Not only was there a record attendance but a record demand for the cassette
recordings. Details ofthe addresses appear in this issue on page 19 and we hope

to print a synopsis ofevery exposition in the next edition ofthe magazine. The
reason why the usual principle of'not more than 59 minutes' was breached in
most instances was because the nature ofthe subjects made that very difficult.

A conference requires that there be debate. A most vigorous debate followed
what proved to be the most'reforming' ofthe expositions, namely that on John
17 by Donald MacLeod. Other sessions such as the superb study ofJustification
and Righteousness in the O.T. by John Waite, were essentially didactic in
nature (preachers listening to that cassette should have texts and passages
galore springing to life in their minds), but the material on unity revealed the
nature of the body of Christ in a most powerful way which severely rebuked
isolationism and harmful censorious attitudes. The synopsis of this paper is
longer than the others so that the issues can be appreciated by our readers.
Disappointment was expressed because of the brevity of the discussion after
Don Carson's paper on the sovereignty of God and prayer. With Paul Helm
present(he teaches philosophy in the university) that was potential missed, but
we can never presume that there will be a spontaneous willingness for a full
'rugby tackle' by one specialist on another in public.
John 17 and the way in which we express our unity
The substance of Donald MacLeod's address together with the discussion it
aroused revealed that we need to give more attention to church government.

Unfortunately when that theme is discussed it often leads to suspicion,
defensive attitudes, slogans and caricatures. Most of us have been told that

Independency is //;e right form ofgovernment,but I cannot recall anyone telling
me what Independency is, or why it is automatically the right way. Also many of
us have been told that Presbyterianism is dangerous. The result is that we

respond negatively if'our side' is criticised. But exactly what is Independency?
Is it the simple principle that each local church is self governing? It would be
hard to envisage any other way of practically governing a local church! Ifthat is

Independency then we should be concerned if it is threatened. But self
government is only one aspect of Independency.

Individual Presbyterian churches also govern themselves. It is when we come to
think of churches in their relationship to each other that the different systems

come into operation. Episcopacy (bishops), Presbyterianism (the Synod), or
Association (cooperation according to mutually agreed principles which can be
so binding — e.g. the Southern Baptist Convention — that some forms of
Presbyterianism would seem to be weak by comparison).

If however Independency means isolationism then that is patently unbiblical
and erroneous. If it means isolationism then it is little wonder that J. H.

Thornwell described Independency as 'rags and tatters' (see his Collected
Writings, vol. 4). 'Rags and tatters' exactly describes the situation in England
where there are innumerable, small, fragmented, evangelical causes that are
static, pastorless, and in some cases governed by individuals who would prefer
church decease rather than reformation. The shrinkage continues, appalling

standards of preaching are often reported, ignorance prevails, manpower and
gifts are neglected, pastoral oversight is almost nil, errors grow like weeds and
fill the minds of believers. Correction is resented. And so the march of death

continues,just as it has done with countless independent Strict Baptist churches
all over the country.

In the meantime many join the Restoration movement as they have never
received a grounding in the truth to give them theological maturity and stability.
Little wonder that the evangelical cause in Britain, in spite of the encourage
ments of the Reformed movement, continues to decline numerically.
If isolationism is to continue unchecked what does it mean? The answer is we

cannot effectively train men, we cannot plant churches, we cannot organise
missionary ventures, we cannot evangelise the world. Even though the church I
lead is larger than most independent churches there is no conceivable way that
we could undertake the works just referred to on our own. A further problem
with isolationism is that there is no discipline for ministers who disgrace the

Gospel of Christ. Occasionally the Press reports dreadful instances of ministers
being guilty of appalling immorality. Even the Church of England is able to
exercise some discipline in the rejection of ministers guilty of criminal offences,
but in the case of independent churches with no connections there is not the
remotest possibility ofshowing that there is discipline in the Church ofChrist.If
we are to think in terms of unity or association how close should that unity be?
According to the prayer ofour Lord the answer is, as close as possible! That is as
close as the Trinity is close.
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B. Sunath Kumar, of Andra Pradesh, India, Is studying at the London Theological Seminary. He has
plans to start a Bible college in his province. He is seen talking here with Donald MacLeod.

The unity of like-minded churches
But there is no way that churches can be united closely if they are at variance on
major issues. But what if they are united on major issues? How close should
they be? Again the answer is, as close as possible.

Concerning closer unity of like-minded churches in England, some time agoI
suggested that the Carey Conference should combine for one year at least with
the Grace Assembly. The latter grouping represents a hybrid of Strict Baptist
traditionalism together with Reformed Baptist emphases. Through persevering
efforts Grace Assembly has grown to become an annual two-day assembly
representing a mixture of Strict Baptist churches some of which have been
handicapped by stifling traditionalism. Progress has been substantial. HyperCalvinism has been the bane of many Strict Baptist churches some of which are
securely locked in that prison. A few have been liberated. These comments are
not made in a critical spirit. For a decade or moreIwas personally involved with
many others in work which led eventually to what is now Grace Assembly. The
whole point in the context of this editorial is to encourage more unity. Also to
be encouraged as much as possible is the work of Grace Baptist Mission which
has made great strides in recent years. The American counterpart, The
Reformed Baptist Mission, with David Straub as secretary, is newly born by
comparison but calls for our interest and concern.

As far as the promotion of a clear Reformed Baptist thrust is concerned together
with a robust emphasis on unity, the testimony represented by the International
Baptist Conference, held every second year at Jarvis Street Baptist Church in
Toronto, should evoke our deep gratitude. The work of church planting in
mission situations stimulated by the seminary and church at Jarvis Street has
been tremendous. I have confined observations to expressions of corporate
unity. It is not possible to make reference to individual churches and their
contribution to unity on the broader front.

Reformed Baptist Churches International
Apart from the references to Toronto and Grace Mission the above observa
tions concern churches of like mind in various localities where close

cooperation is practical. What about unity on a wider front? As never before we
are encouraged today to think in global terms. So what practical conclusion do
we come to for the increasing number of Reformed Baptist churches round the
world? Surely we need to promote the unity that we already enjoy because of
our common beliefs and experiences. We need to be associated together. We
already are by correspondence, but we must work together more by sharing
information, by praying intelligently, by supporting mutual missionary
interests, by interchange of preachers, and by financial support.
To be practical let us take just one country and the month of January 1987. The
country is one of the two most controversial in the world. South Africa.(The
other is Israel.) Before coming to the example,some comments on unity as it is
needed in South Africa and Israel. The propaganda of the mass media says that
we must not have anything to do with South Africa. We must not do business
with that Pariah. We must not play cricket with that people,and we must not eat
the apricotjam that they export! However Christians are to rise above all walls
of division whether made by governments or by political parties seeking to
make capital for themselves out ofthe plight ofothers. The law ofour Lord says
that all believers are to bear one another's burdens. They are to love one
another fervently. They are to be seen as one so that the world might see that
here is a love which transcends the earthly and thus be brought to believe. We
are to be one united body ofbelievers,irrespective ofour nationality or pigment
of skin, or language or culture. That means that Hebrew believers and Arab
believers are united by bonds which are eternal and which infinitely outweigh
all other considerations. Likewise in South Africa it is imperative that the love of
Christ be expressed in such a way as to make nonsense of apartheid.

Now to come directly to our example of the need to increase our unity. Those
who know South Africa will remember that one of the most accentuated

polarities is that which has come to exist historically between the Zulus (the
most famous and numerous of the indigenous peoples), and the Afrikaners.
During January this year we learned that financial support is needed to enable
the Afrikaans Baptists to print the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith in
Afrikaans. The Afrikaans Baptist churches have been embracing the doctrines
of grace and need literature to further their cause. At the same time the first
Zulu Reformed Baptist church has been formed in Natal with 65 members.This
has come about because it appears that the Arminian Baptist Union of Natal is
ignorant of Baptist history to such an extent that the Zulus have sailed right past
them in their knowledge ofthe truth and love ofthe Reformed theology ofour
forefathers. Since the Baptist Union have been intolerant (untypical in most
instances up to now), the Zulus have seen the need to publish the 1689
Confession in their unusually beautiful language. Their need for help to publish
the Confession is even more acute. On behalf of our readers we are requesting
that Reformation Today in South Africa share some oftheir funds to support the

two printing ventures just described, especially the Zulu one as sanctions
against South Africa hurt them and their need will be greater.
What is the difference between a 'pastor' and an overseeing elder?
The question of church government discussed at the Carey Conference
highlighted the need for further materials on the subject. A well documented
history of what groups of churches and denominations have done in the past
will be valuable. It should be noted that when there are church assemblies or

conferences that it is the full-timers or'pastors' who attend as the leaders ofthe
churches.

This raises the question, What is the difference between a pastor or full-time
preaching elder, and an overseeing elder? Doctor Martyn Lloyd-Jones led a
fraternal in London which was strictly confined to full-time pastors. This
tradition was not perpetuated without good reason. The doctor used to say that
only those who were in pastoral office could understand the peculiar stresses
and problems being discussed. Ofcourse that was not the only reason. The good
reasons urgently require re-assertion and biblical support.
There are differences between those called to devote their lives to the ministry
ofpreaching and those who are not. The ground ofthe vocation ofa pastor has a
relation to God himself, to that pastor's own conscience, to the people he
serves, and to those who bear office in the church {ibid., ThornweO, p. 24). The
call is to devote oneselffully to the work of the ministry. What is the difference
in authority between the full-time pastor and the overseeing elders? In the
government ofthe local church there is parity or equality, but this equality does
not apply to gifts and abilities. The function ofa man who is devoting his whole

time to the work of preaching and leading the flock is different to that of the
overseeing elders who help and assist. This is recognised universally by the
unbelieving world. It is obvious to everyone that the full-time minister has a
specific role to fulfil. Therefore it is misleading for a church to give the impres
sion that all the elders are the same. Obviously there are exceptions but as a

general rule each church has a leader who functions as such.

Since the first issue ofthis magazine 75 pages have been devoted to the subject
ofeldership. The main burden was to recover the role and function ofthe elder
ship, but too little attention has been given to the subject of the call which
constitutes the pastoral office within the eldership. In R.T. 69, p. 17, a small but
inedequate effort was made to point to the necessity for flexibility and for full
room to be made for the leadership role ofthe pastor,or pastors. 1 Timothy 5:17

is a key statement. How much weight can be put upon it has been a matter of
lengthy debate.

Again exposition bringing more light leading to discussion is urgently needed.
My last editorial'How can we be better preachers', was devoted to reviewing the
new book Preaching(460 pp. Pres and Reffor the U.S.A., and E.P. in the U.K.).
That volume includes an excellent chapter on 'The Minister's Call'. Moreover
the contents of the book considered as a whole illustrate that the demands of

the ministry are so great that a call to full-time work is essential. God has always
made provision for that.
Pseudo-Science and Theistic Evolution

Toward the end of 1986,TV(BBC 1) viewers in Britain were treated to a series
of films with the title 'Life on Earth'. Magnificent nature-film photography
characterised the series presented by the well known David Attenborough.The
last film, the climax to the series, lasted about 50 minutes. It represented the
present popular idea ofthe evolution of man.The series used pseudo-science to
convey the impression that biological evolution is the truth and nothing but the
truth.

The material was presented as though the producer, David Attenborough, had
been present throughout the earth's history as a personal observer of what took
place! To have such an eye-witness is extraordinary, to say the least, so what
happened? What are the secrets of the development of life on earth?
The description of how the change came is about to be retold. The present
condition ofadvanced 'animals'like you and me began with a handsome species
of monkey called the vervet. This tribe is found in Africa. One day a group of
vervet decided to turn themselves into chimpanzees. This decision occurred
because those vervet monkeys were severely inconvenienced by having to
stand on their back legs. Their joints ached because they had incessantly to
stretch up to watch for their dreaded enemy, the leopard. How these elegant
monkeys with their smooth grey coats and long tails came into existence in the
first place we were not informed. Anyway at their committee meeting they
opted to get rid of their tails and start on the road to become chimpanzees. We
should note that only one group decided on this action. The rest remained in
ignorance and continue to form a staple diet for leopards to this day. We would
think that such persecution would prompt those who remain to change just as
their brothers have done. For some mysterious reason that flash ofgenius has
evaded them.

Once the single elect band of vervet monkeys had changed to become chimps
they found that their ability at communication was even greater than it had
been before. Thus some of them gathered together for another committee
meeting. It was unanimously decided that they should evolve further and
become homo-sapiens,that is modem man. We must note well that only some
ofthem decided this. The rest have remained chimps to this day. These chimps
are favourites in our zoos. You can easily see for yourself that they are good at
communication, but again for some strange reason it has never struck the
remaining ones that they too should change into homo-sapiens. Why they have
been so slow we cannot know. The evidence, by way of skeletal remains, to
prove the change from chimps to man is scarcely existent, but David
Attenborough did show us a skull which he admitted was reconstructed to a
considerable degree. It appeared to be mostly reconstructed to me, but then
who am I to question those who study skulls?

There are experts who believe that the skull evidence is totally unsatisfactory.
There are also specialists who reckon that the fossil record contradicts the
popular mythology about evolution. When we reflect on Attenborough's
account we wonder whether he should not be recognised along with Aesop as a
masterful fable maker.

Christians should be encouraged to see that there is no need to compromise the
biblical account. Furthermore they should be urged to reject the idea oftheistic
evolution. Prof Edgar Andrews in his book, Christ and the Cosmos(128 pp, E.P.
£3.95) demonstrates that theistic evolution is at loggerheads with the biblical
account at every point. We must realise that there is nothing scientific about the
evolutionary hypothesis. This also is shown by Prof. Andrews. We urge our
readers to study the above book and also his work, God, Science and Evolution
which contains a chapter on the age of the earth,(128 pp, E.P.). These reliable
studies deserve a wide circulation and should be in every library including our
own local public libraries.
The article by David Tyler deals with an important aspect related to this
controversy. Biological evolution and Darwinism are discounted by scientists
who deal with proven facts. The real scientists are those who insist on evidence
and proof. In order to establish the hypothesis of evolution today there is a
feverish search for skulls. If evolution is true then the earth should be full of

evidence demonstrating every stage of transition for all the species. So
numerous would these changes be that we should have enough skulls for us all
to have a glass case full ofour own.As it is, anything that remotely represents an
unusual skull receives inordinate attention. If you find one when you are
digging in your back yard, hold on to it. If it looks ape-like it might be worth ten
thousand times its weight in gold and become the centrepiece for the next BBC
programme!
Opposition to the myth of evolution is not popular. I sent a review of the last
Attenborough programme to seven secular papers and five evangelical papers.
Not one showed any interest. If it was too long, too sarcastic, too this, or too
that, 1 was ready to alter and oblige. But the fact ofthe matter is that there is no
heart for the subject,and evangelicals are very unsure ofthemselves. Evolution
today is like Nebuchadnezzar's image of gold, ninety feet above contradiction.
Before this image and idol all the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers,
treasurers, judges, magistrates, officials, and liberal theologians bow down.
When the music plays they all fall on their faces.
The scourge of AIDS
The philosophy of evolutionary humanism as an ethical base has replaced the

moral guidance provided by the Bible. This is what led Francis Schaeffer to
describe our time as a post-Christian culture. It is not surprising therefore that in
combating the disease of Aids the Government in its campaign has avoided
dealing with the real cause of the disease, the moral cause. Rather it has given

directions as to how sinners can continue in their diabolical practices more

safely. Much material has appeared but it is hard to find anything which actually
explains the medical facts plainly. We are thankful for the clarity and brevity of
Andrew Taylor's article. Dr Taylor stresses that his material is consistent with
medical knowledge only up to January 1987.
The statistics for death from Aids in Britain for January showed an alarming
increase. The infection caused by blood transfusion to haemophiliacs has been

cut back. Now that that has been achieved it is significant that the percentage of
mortalities due to homosexuality or bisexuality is almost 90 percent. Surely this
points us to Romans 1:26,27.Paul condemns lesbianism and homosexuality. He
declares that this is the sin that characterises reprobates. A reprobate is one who
has been given up by God. Persistent and obstinate rejection ofthe truth is the
cause of reprobation. The fact that some homosexuals at Corinth became

Christians warns against categorical judgments in this matter. The teaching in
Romans 1 is general and does not necessarily mean that every single homo
sexual is a reprobate.(Dr. Andrew Taylor concludes his article with a call for
compassion. The disease can be used to bring sufferers to repentance.)
However, generally speaking, according to Romans 1, we are to regard
homosexuality as the sin which characterises reprobates. That certainly was the
case with Sodom and Gomorrah. In Leviticus (20:13) the death penalty was
prescribed for homosexuals. The sin is described as 'detestable'(Lev 18:22).

Paul implies that a dreadful unnatural lust is involved which cannot be satisfied
because it is unnatural (Rom 1:27). This may well explain the horrific
descriptions of what happened at Sodom (Gen 19:4-9), and at Gibeah (Jud
19:16-30).

The practical implications of Aids for society are many. For instance we have
yet to assess to what extent this disease will be a damper upon the campaign'To
promote Gay and Lesbian rights, welcoming lesbians and gays as adoptive

parents and foster parents'. We do know that the power and wealth ofthe city of
San Francisco to vaunt and promote homosexuality as a normal way oflife has
already been crippled. Potential centres of propagation of homosexual pro
paganda have been turned into hospices for the dying {The Times January 19th,
1987).

In some ways Aids is akin to leprosy as it leads to the isolation and rejection of
its victims. One doctor (Eric Mackay) has pointed to the providence of God in
allowing the development ofthis virus. It belongs to God's power to modify that
virus and curb its virulent capacity. Until such a time,or the discovery ofa cure,
the prospects are grim. In 1918-1919 at least 20 million died of a virus in an
epidemic called Spanish flu. One writer (Dr. James McKeever) of the U.S.A.
maintains, 'it is our best forecast that, within 12 years, 20 to 25 percent of the
population of the U.S.A. will die or be dying of Aids'.{The Aids Plague, Omega
Publications, P.O. Box 4130, Medford, OR 97501.)

The Tyranny of
Experience Seeking
by M. Tony Ludlow

For several years during the early days
of my Christian pilgrimage I was taught
by good and godly men that it was
necessary for me to be filled with the
Holy Spirit. This was the instruction

found in many Southern Baptist

filled several times each day because
you will "leak".' One man said the filling
was like a balloon being blown up. Each
time 1 confessed and asked for the filling
I could reduce the 'leading' effect and

churches in the mid-1970s. The teach

even add to the size ofthe'balloon'with
more 'air'.

ing was usually an adaptation ofa model
popularised by the copyrighted material
of Bill Bright in a booklet entitled How
to befdied with the Spirit and in his two
tracts 'The Four Spiritual Laws' and

Without question the New Testament
records thirteen experiences of indi
viduals who were filled with the Holy
Spirit. My teachers told me Ephesians

'Have

Wonderful

5:18 was the command to be likewise

Discovery of the Spirit-filled Life?'
Though many modifications ofthis type
of teaching could be found and were
being taught by a multitude ofteachers,
the basic principles were consistent. I
was told that this experience would
empower me for meeting all of the
demands and responsibilities of pro
gressive sanctification. They said it
would solve my spiritual problems and

filled with the Holy Spirit. Therefore
the teaching appeared to have been

You

Made

the

built upon a solid biblical foundation.
Godly men were teaching me to seek an
experience that is recorded and com
manded in the Bible. What's more,
these men had experiences oftheir own
that were presented as proofs of their
theology. I could hardly wait to be filled
with the Holy Spirit too!

make me a 'successful' witness. In

essence, the filling would do what
conversion seemed, unable to accom
plish. It would increase the speed,
eliminate the struggle, and reduce the
time involved in the process of
Christian growth. 1 could now cross the
ocean ofspiritual maturity in the super
sonic Concorde instead ofthe Mayflower
style sail boat in which I was travelling.

Unfortunately, disappointment came
when /tried to be Spirit-filled. I obeyed
the teaching but nothing happened. I
did not feel any different after I
earnestly confessed my sins and asked
for the filling. Some teachers told me
that I must not rely on feelings, just
believe that the filling has taken place.
Other teachers said that feelings and

''How wasI supposed to be filled with the
Holy Spirit?' I asked. Several answers
were provided by different teachers.

lutely necessary. Well — was I filled or
not? I still had problems and I still
seemed to lack the power and experi
ence that the teachers possessed, so I

manifestations of the Spirit were abso

Most would conclude that you must
confess all of your sins and ask God to
fill you.1 was told that this must be done
every day because the 'filling' would not
last. As one person said,'You must be

concluded that I must not be filled. This

pattern of earnest desire and subse
quent disappointment and confusion

repeated itself each time I attempted it.

I became frustrated by those who told
me to just believe I was Spirit-filled
even though I did not feel anything. I
reasoned that an essential experience at
the least should result in something.
This frustration led me to a church that
maintained that there were definite

manifestations of the spirit-filled
experience that were observable and
equally mystical. I never left the
Southern Baptist Convention, yet I
sought answers from these other deno
minations, attending their services, and
acquiescing to many of their doctrinal
positions. Regretfully, two years of this
kind ofsearching produced no answers.
The charismatic experience which I
sought to validate a filling never came.
These struggles occurred ten years ago.
Today I am a committed Southern

Baptist pastor. Though 1 have a love and
admiration for my former teachers, I do
not endorse their views of the Spiritfilled experience. Let me explain why I
do not believe this teaching/experience
is founded on sound biblical exegesis
and theology.
First, a careful examination of those
individuals in the Bible who were filled

with the Holy Spirit does not support or
provide a method, a formula, or a pro
cess by which those experiences can or

teaching would be accompanied by
essential instructions regarding the
'how to'.

Second, there is neither a 'happy'
experience nor a 'crisis' experience
following conversion that is taught,
promised, or commanded in Holy
Scripture that answers to all of the
demands and responsibilities of pro
gressive sanctification and personal
holiness. Unfortunately, there has been
a lot of 'theologising' around the
experiences of the filling preachers and
teachers. These experiences are then

taught as patterns for spiritual growth
and maturity. Each man uses his own

experience to determine theology. Mis
interpretation results when experience is
used as a pattern for understanding,
interpreting, or teaching theology.
Southern Baptist pastors and teachers
who would reject the speculations ofthe
charismatic

movement commit the

same errors of the movement by exalt
ing their own experiences. Those who
do so confuse their people and, in fact,
promote the neo-charismatic move
ment found in so many SBC churches
today. The damage is seen in an exodus
of searching, but perplexed, Chris
tians from SBC churches to charismatic

and Pentecostal denominations and
fellowships.

should be duplicated. Each experience
was sudden and marked by power,

Third, the teaching ofEphesians 5:18 as

effectiveness and boldness in speaking.

the command to be filled with the Holy

(The one possible exception might be
John the Baptist who was filled with the
Holy Spirit from his mother's womb!
His ministry was, however,one oflone
liness, prayer and suffering.) None of

Spirit is at best semantic confusion and
at worst theological make-believe.

these fillings are associated with a prayer
for the filling, a confession of sin,
victory over remaining sin, or control of
the Holy Spirit in practical daily living.
Additionally, there are no instructions

given subsequent to these fillings that
teaches the believer howto be filled with

the Holy Spirit. At the least,an essential
10

Grammatically, the construction of the
verse does not lend itselfto the theology
that has been built around it. Textually,
the verse does not support the com
mand to duplicate an experience.

Exegetically, middle or passive voice
imperatives are used in the verse with
out the definite article 'the' or the word

'holy'. This allows for a variety of
possible translations including 'be ye
being filled in spirit'. Careful Greek

exegesis will reveal that the text has a

variety of possible renderings and inter
pretations including the feasibility that
'spirit' refers to the human spirit which
is controlled or ministered to by follow
ing the instructions given in Ephesians
5:19. The parallel passage, Colosslans
3:16, says nothing of the Holy Spirit.
Contextually, nothing is mentioned in
or around Ephesians 5:18 regarding
prayers for filling, victory over sin, or
any of the other supposed benefits that
'filling' teachers promote. It is remark
able that a verse with so many questions
surrounding it could occupy a promi
nent place in any system ofdoctrine, yet
it stands alone as the single most impor
tant text used to prove the necessity of
'filling' theology. It has been well said
that,'if you have only one scripture on
which to base an important doctrine you
are most likely to find, on close
examination, that you have none'.
When Ephesians 5:18 is removed from
this theological house ofcards the entire

teaching falls.
Fourth,the teaching of passive mystical
experiences that give the believer
victory over sin, transform his prayers
and witnessing, while filling him with
supernatural love and power, borders
on evangelical antinomianism. A pas
sion for holiness, a desire to mortify the
deeds of the flesh, and an aggressive
application of the principles of the
Christian life are lacking in most of
these teachings. Instead, these 'filling'
preachers offer an experience as a
solution to the problems of progressive
sanctification. Couched

within

this

framework of doctrine is the unscriptural teaching that a person can have
Jesus as Saviour, but reject him as Lord.
Once again, the 'filling' enthrones
Christ as Lord and cures this problem.

written an excellent treatise on the error
of this model in his booklet What

Should We think ofthe Carnal Christian?
available through the Banner of Truth
Trust. It appears conclusive that the
'carnal Christian'does not exist as many
have taught.The Bible never describes a
born again believer dominated by car
nality. Jesus' parable of the sower does
not teach a carnal Christian doctrine.
Paul did not teach it when he rebuked
those at Corinth in I Corinthians 3.
Their error was a failure to attain to

certain levels of maturity in one area of
their Christian walk. After his rebuke,
Paul

did

not

tell

the

Corinthian

believers to get filled with the Holy
Spirit in order to correct their
behaviour.

In Romans 7 and 8 Paul uses two dif
ferent forms of the same word M/wthat
has been translated 'carnal'. In Romans
7:14 the form of the word sarkinos

means that he admits to being made of
flesh, but in Romans 8:6-9 the form of
the word sarkos describes the totality of

life and philosophy demonstrated by
the unregenerate. Additionally, Paul
did not teach the Christians at Rome a

series of steps or a formula whereby
they could get filled with the Holy Spirit
and eliminate all of the agonising asso
ciated with remaining sin found in
Romans 7. Pastor Reisinger refutes the
carnal Christian teaching in a very
sound and scholarly fashion consulting
the works of Matthew Henry,John Gill
and John Calvin, as well as Charles
Hodge, J. P. Boyce (systematic
theologian and founder of the first
Southern Baptist Seminary), Robert L.
Dabney and J. H. Thornwell.
Sixth, the doctrine of Spirit-filling and
other concepts associated with the

'higher life' or 'deeper life' movements

Fifth,the 'filling' doctrine walks hand in
hand

with

the

so

called

'carnal

Christian'. Pastor Ernest Reisinger has

seem to oppose orthodox soteriology.
Conversion is emphasised and evan
gelism is promoted in most of these

circles, but the presentation of the
gospel is man-centred and 'decision'

oriented. The holiness and glory of
God,the evil ofsin, and the necessity of
repentance and faith are hut a few ofthe
essential elements ofthe gospel that are
lacking in much of these 'higher life'
theories. The results can he seen in the
frustrations ofthese teachers when their
'converts' do not demonstrate the attri

butes of saving grace. This frustration
leads them to concoct a variety of
theological mutations intended to
produce the desired Christian lifestyle.
These teachers relegate such believers
to the 'carnal Christian hospital' where
they attempt to administer suh-hihlical
antidotes to an illness that has been

it be long before evangelicals will pro
pose that new salvation experiences will
be necessary each day? How could this
error be accepted in light of the 'filling'
doctrine? Eventually the question will
be asked,'What sin is committed sub

sequent to the last filling that results in a
need for a new filling?' This question
receives a multitude of answers that

invariably give rise to a 'degree of sin'
concept that Arminianism seeks to
address. If a certain sin can cause us to

lose our 'filling' then perhaps it is pos
sible for a certain sin to eliminate our
salvation.

How should we then live? Many might
think that I do not believe in the Holy

wrongly diagnosed. The only antidote

Spirit or confession of sin. Some might

these 'carnal Christians' need is a

think that I do not believe in being

healthy dose ofHoly Spirit regeneration
wrought by a true presentation of the
Gospel. Charles Haddon Spurgeon
stated the case quite well when he

yielded and controlled by the Holy
Spirit or that I do not experience the
abundant life in Christ. Therefore, let
me say that I believe in the complete

warned his students:

and absolute dependence upon the
Holy Spirit of God. He must be opera
tive in the life of every believer in order
to experience progress in personal holi
ness. Without him we can do nothing.

Ifthe professed convert distinctly and
deliberately declares that he knows
the Lord's will hut does not mean to

attend to it, you are not to pamper his
presumption, hut it is your duty to
assure him that he is not saved. Do

not suppose that the Gospel is magni
fied or God glorified by going to the
worldlings and telling them they may
he saved at this moment by simply
accepting Christ as their Saviour,
while they are wedded to their idols,
and their hearts are still in love with

However,the problems and demands of
the Christian life are not answered by

'letting go and letting God'. The Bible
describes our advancement in sanctification with words that involve action.

Words like trusting, praying, wrestling,
fighting, running, walking, and agonis
ing are but a few of the terms used to

sin. IfI do so I tell them a lie, pervert
the Gospel, insult Christ and turn the

characterise the believers' progress in

grace of God into lasciviousness.'

Ephesus to put on the whole armour of

Seventh, the doctrine of Spirit-filling
does great damage to the doctrine of
perseverance. The notion that believers
can take some time off for a prolonged
season of carnal domination is without

biblical support.Ifacceptance is given to
the idea that it is necessary to have
Spirit-filling experiences each day, will
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Christ. When Paul told the Christians at

God it is assumed they were entering
into battle to engage in hand to hand
combat. They were not going for a rest.
We must daily confess sin and be led by
the Spirit, not as a means to an experi
ence, but as a result ofobedience to the
general directives ofHoly Scripture. We
must bring all ofour redeemed faculties

The following article is taken from a paper producedfor members of the Leeds
Reformed Baptist Church, to aid in thinking through the whole subject ofgiving and
ofexpanding the church's ministry. Full biblical quotations have had to be deleted,
but it is hoped that readers will have their Bibles open and look up references, to
gainfull benefitfrom this study. This exposition based on the Old Testamentforms
Part I. It is to befollowed by an exposition on the subject oftithing orgivingfrom the
New Testament.

Principles of Christian Giving
Peter Parkinson
Introduction

It is an indisputable fact that innumerable churches are faced with the problem
of a lack of finance. There are ministries which local churches are unable to

sponsor because of financial restrictions. Many pastors face severe difficulties
because the income ofthe churches where they minister is insufficient for them
to be paid an adequate salary. Very few pastors are adequately remunerated and
financially provided for; most are expected to exist on substantially less than the
average church member,whilst at the same time incurring substantially greater
living costs and expenses, due to the very nature of their calling,(the cost of
books and literature, hospitality, travel, high telephone bills, the administrative
costs of an office with light and heating bills.) Few people, other than those in
full-time service, are aware ofthe considerable expenses which some ministries
incur.

There are many areas of Christian work into which churches are unable to
enter, and when we consider the breadth of ministry that the church has
encompassed in the past, we realise how little we are doing today. Consider,for
example, the enterprise of Spurgeon at the Metropolitan Tabernacle; church
planting work, the Stockwell Orphanage, colportage work, the College with all
its peculiar needs, the rebuilding ofthe Old People's Home,and especially the
tremendous administrative costs ofthe Tabernacle premises which was used by
sixty different organisations, and was open from 7.00 a.m. to 11.00 p.m. every
day of the week.
to bear on the pursuit of holiness. We

and not in one single and isolated verse

must be consumed by the Word ofGod
that we might be thoroughly equipped
for every good work. We must weigh

coloured by the vivid imaginations of a
few teachers. God help us to 'rightly
divide the word of truth',

every teaching in the light of sound

biblical hermeneutics that we might not
believe
teach error or ex^t
exalt
oeiieve or teacn

N®'®®
CharlesWeHaddon
H-Aof
should
Think ofSpurgeon,
the Carnal quoted
Christian,mErnest

experience above revealed truth. We

C. Reisinger, Great Britain: Banner ofTruth, p.

must trust in the whole counsel of God

20.
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It is essential that we look at the whole subject of giving, not only in order that
our ministers be properly provided for, but also that our churches' potential
ministry should not be hampered through insufficient income.
The purpose of this study is to consider whether we are, or are not,conducting
ourselves, as churches or individuals, in a manner consistent with biblical
principles. We will now examine Old Testament practice. As we do so I am fully
aware ofthe objection that we are no longer under law but under grace
As
E. F. Kevan has demonstrated in his book The Grace of Law God's grace was
exhibited within the framework of the law. God's people were delivered from
lawlessness and given the provision of law together with its Levitical institu
tions. In order to administrate the latter, tithing was instituted. The question
which we need to face throughout our study is this: Ifthe LORD required giving
of this order in the Old Covenant administration how much more does he

require generous giving (tithing as a minimum) in the New Covenant
administration, in which the Church is required to fill the whole earth with the
truth (Matt 28:16-20).
Part 1: OLD TESTAMENT PRACTICE
1. The Patriarchs

Abraham's Tithe — Genesis 14:18-20; Hebrews 7:1-10

The first reference to tithing in the Old Testament is to be found in the account
of the strange figure of Melchizedek in his encounter with Abraham. The
Hebrews passage is not principally dealing with the question of tithing; rather
the writer is showing the superiority of Christ to those who have gone before
and likening the person of Christ to that of Melchizedek, describing him as,
'One without beginning of days or end of life, without father or mother.' This
extraordinary figure, Melchizedek, seems in the Old Testament to appear as if

from nowhere and then to simply disappear again. However, the writer
specifically says that the patriarch Abraham was responsible to give to this priest
of God (Melchizedek)one tenth of his plunder(v.4). He refers to the Law (v.5)
whereby the descendants ofLevi who become priests are to collect a tenth from
the people. What we see here in Genesis is that the principle oftithing is already
established and is being practised in these patriarchal times, even before the
Levitical Law is given.
Jacob's Vow — Genesis 28:20-22

This fact is further illustrated by the vow of Jacob. Even here, in this early
passage, we see the principle being clearly outworked, that the response of a
believing and appreciative heart to the goodness and provision of God, is the
tithing of one's income to the Lord. It would be helpful at this point, to
comment on the actual word which is used in the Old Testament for'tithe'. The

Hebrew word is ma-aser — the term literally meaning a tenth part. There has

been some debate as to the significance of the term 'tithe', but there is no
mistaking its literal meaning. To speak of'tithing a third' would be a contradic14

There arefew subjects on which the Lord's own people are more astray
than on the subject ofgiving. They profess to take the Bible as their own
rule offaith and practice, and yet in the matter ofChristianfinance, the
vast majority have utterly ignored its plain teachings and have tried
eveiy substitute the carnal mind could devise; therefore it is no wonder
that the majority of Christian enterprises in the world today are
handicapped and crippled through the lack offunds. Is our giving to be
regulated by sentiment and impulse, or by principle and conscience?
That is only another way of asking. Does God leave us to the spirit of
gratitude and generosity, or has he definitely specified his own mind
and particularized what portion of his gifts to us are due to him in
return? Surely God has not left this important matter without fully
making known his willI The Bible is given to be a lamp unto ourfeet and
therefore he cannot have left us in darkness regarding any obligation or
privilege in our dealings with him or his with us.
A. W. Pink.

tion in terms. The tithe Is a tenth,so to tithe simply means to separate one tenth
of one's property, possessions or income, as God prospers us (Prov 3:9, 10).
The Mosaic Law

(a) Tithing established — Leviticus 27:30-33
When we come to the book of Leviticus, we find the principle of tithing is

developed in great detail. Here we have a specific reference to the responsibility
of God's people to tithe their income to the Lord.
It is interesting to note that the way in which the tithing is to be undertaken is
indiscriminate. The giver is not allowed to choose what tenth he will give, but
the tenth must be representative ofhis actual possessions or income. Hence it is
specifically stated that every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd's rod

will be holy to the Lord. Clearly what is envisaged is that in the case of a
shepherd,all his sheep will be assembled,they will be filed past and every tenth
sheep taken out. The Law thus prevented unscrupulous persons from selecting
inferior animals to give to the priest, whilst keeping the best animals for himself.
(One could imagine some rogues sending the priests the diseased, lame and
useless sheep which were unfit for human consumption!)
Supporting the Ministry:(Use ofthe Tithe) — Leviticus 18:21-24. Here we have an

explicit biblical command as to how the tithes are to be used. The tithe is
intended for the support of the Levites and the priests. It is not to be used for
any other purpose than for the support ofthe 'ministry',that is the Levites and
the priests. This principle, as we shall consider later, has far reaching
implications for us.
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Tithing the Tithes—Numbers 18:25-32. What the Levites were instructed to do is
quite clear. They were to tithe the tithes that they received and they were to give

the best of what they received. So, if they had received ten sheep, the one that
was to be set aside by the priest was to be the best.
The Levites were not themselves excluded from tithing. Though the tithe they
had received had been specifically given for their support, they in turn were
required to tithe their total income to the house of God and to give that to the
priest for use in God's house.The Levites and priests were called upon to set an
example in tithing and to maintain a higher standard in their giving than was
expected ofthe rest ofIsrael. They were thus to lead by example,not merely by
exhortation.

God's Portion — Deuteronomy 26:12-15. Once more, the principle of tithing is
clearly stated,and is spoken of as 'the sacred portion', in other words,a portion
set aside for God.The assumption is that one tenth ofa person's possessions is
not to be regarded as his own, but as actually belonging to the Lord. With

holding that tithe is withholding that which is truly and rightly God's, that to
which the individual has no right of access or usage.
Another very important principle is introduced here in chapter 26:12,this being
the principle that every third year, the tithe should be given to the Levites, the
alien, the fatherless and the widows.

Israel's attention is being directed here to the needs of those who are easily
forgotten; so, every third year, the tithe is not simply taken to the temple or to
the tabernacle and presented as an offering to the Lord, but that tithe in its
totality is given to the Levites and to the needy who are in one's own towns and
with whom one is confronted day by day. Hence the priesthood was to be fully
supported but the needs of God's people were not to be ignored.
Reforms and Revivals in the Old Testament
Hezekiah — 2 Chronicles 31

Much can be learnt by studying examples of revivals which occurred in Old
Testament times. The whole chapter describes the account of Hezekiah re-

introducing tithing,and is very important indeed,for it tells ofthe re-instating of
true religion.

The situation is plain, namely,that tithing had fallen into decline,because ofthe
degeneracy of the spiritual life of Israel. Thus the priests were not being
adequately supported and were not able to give themselves to the work ofthe
ministry. In order to re-instate true religion,Hezekiah recognises the need to reintroduce the tithing principle.
So what do we have here? A picture of the people of God, in true repentance,
turning to their Maker; the evidence of that true repentance is their willingness
to begin tithing again. Note that the direct and immediate beneficiaries of the
tithes were the priests, those responsible for the spiritual welfare of the nation.
16

In response to this, we read in verse 11 and following that Hezekiah ordered
store rooms to be built,and the contributions that had been given and dedicated
to the Lord were brought to those store rooms and we read that the Levites

were appointed 'to faithfully distribute to their fellow priests'(v. 15)from the

booty ofthose store houses. An important principle emerges, namely,that the
ministers of God who are more than adequately provided for, have a solemn
responsibility to undertake for the care and sustenance of those who are less
adequately supported.
Nehemiah — Nehemiah 10-13

Chapter 10 describes Nehemiah seeking to restore true faith in Israel. In verse
32 we see the priests recognising their call and their responsibility to be faithful
in ministering to the people of God and in verse 39 we see that the tithes and
offerings are to be brought to the priests, in obedience to God's Law. The
stirring words ofcommitment,'we will not neglect the house ofour God'testify
to Israel's readiness to support the ministers of God,and to their sincere desire
to walk in godliness, uprightness and holiness before the Lord.

In 12:44 we read that Judah was pleased with the Levites and the priests. It is
because the priests and Levites were faithful that they were deserving of
support. There is a vitally important principle here, for which we find a direct
parallel in Paul's letter to Timothy. It was precisely because the priests and
Levites were faithful and because Judah was pleased with that ministry,that the
generous support was to be maintained and encouraged (1 Tim 5:17).

It is to the faithful ministers ofthe gospel that generous support is to be given.
We have no mandate to be generous in our support ofthose who are notfaithful
in gospel ministry.

In Nehemiah 13:10 we discover that soon the principle of tithing declined and
the priests and Levites were not adequately provided for. The result of the

inadequacy of their provision was that they had to turn to private means to
ensure that they had the necessary income for the support of God's house.

I think it is very interesting for us to note at this point,just how many ministers
of the gospel, throughout history, have had to resort to external means of
support when the church has not provided for them adequately and when the
biblical means of tithing have been neglected. See, for instance, Paul's
testimony of his own and Barnabas' ministry; they supported themselves at
their own expense time and again(1 Cor 9). Yet on the other hand when he was

chained to a Roman soldier in Rome, living in his own rented home, facing
considerable administrative costs, the Philippian church sent a generous
financial gift to support him, which came by Epaphroditus (Phil 2:19-30 and
4:18).
Malachi

Turning to Malachi, one's heart cannot fail to be stirred by the inspiring
passages to be found here. The language used though is devastatingly blunt.
God speaks of those who are failing to tithe as 'robbing' him (Mai 3:8). To
17

At the Carey Conference,

Don Garlington (left) chatting with
David Kingdon.

contemplate being guilty ofsuch a sin is dreadful, yet God is here declaring that
those who fail to tithe are guilty of nothing less than robbing God ofthat which
is truly his.

Chapter 2, interestingly, contains an admonition for the priests and chapter 3
speaks of the purifying of the priesthood. What God is saying is that before
blessing will come to his house and before reformation and revival will be
known by his people,there must be a revival and reformation among the priest
hood, that is the ministers of the gospel. We cannot overestimate, in this
context, the importance of a faithful gospel ministry.

It is noteworthy that God's people are promised that as they tithe, so they shall
be blessed. They tithe that they may expect material blessings (3:10-12). We
may be tempted to think that this would lead to wrong motives but lying at the
heart of the matter is a right relationship to Jahweh.Ifthat relationship is right,
reflected by our faithful giving, he will prosper us(Prov 3:9,10). This is not an
inviolable rule, but a general principle proven generation after generation.
The New Testament

In part 21 wish to explore the NT witness concerning tithing. We must avoid the

great error of neglecting the unity of the two testaments. The covenant of
promise is fulfilled by the covenant offulfilment. The Levitical priesthood and
the sacrificial system falls away. The ministry established by our Lord Jesus
Christ takes the place of the Old (Eph 4). This ministry requires support. 1
maintain that the principles of giving in the OT were spiritual and abiding. The
methods of giving may change, but the principles do not change. Abraham and
Jacob, before the coming of the Law, were constrained to tithe. That principle
did not come to them as a legal enactment. They tithed out of the love and

gratitude of their hearts. Thus 1 maintain that in this NT era our giving should
not be less inspired and effective than in the OT, but more so!
To be continued.

18

The

Carey
Conference
Cassettes

John Waite testing a delegate
on his Hebrew!

Tape No. Speaker

Subject

01CMC87 Geoff Thomas
02CMC87 John Blanchard
03CMC87 John Waite

Seth Joshua

04CMC87 John Blanchard

Justification & Mobilising the Church
for Evangelism
Christian Unity in a Time of Stress

Biblical Standards for Evangelism
Righteousness & Justification in the
O.T.

05CMC87
06CMC87
07CMC87
08CMC87
09CMC87

Donald MacLeod

Don Garlington

Justification in Three Tenses

Erroll Hulse
Don Carson
Donald MacLeod

The Challenge of Pastoral Theology
Praying under the Sovereignty of God
Justification — a Truth for our Times

Time
69 mins
60 mins

78 mins
67
76
50
69
73
76

mins
mins
mins
mins
mins
mins

Charges

HIRE
PURCHASE

£0.40 per Cassette (plus Postage & Packing)
£1.60 per Cassette (plus Postage & Packing)

P & P Charges
(Number of Tapes/Price)
l/£0.35; 2/£0.40; 3/£0.55; 4/£0.70; 5/£0.85; 6-8/£1.20; 9-ll/£1.75; 12-23/£2.25;
24-32/£3.00.

This covers the U.K., Isle of Man, Channel Islands, and the Irish Republic.
Overseas Postage is additional (this is calculated on whether you require Air or
Surface Mail).

Cheques/Postal Orders payable to:'CAREY RECORDINGS'.

Carey Recordings, 361 Aighurth Road, Aighurth, Liverpool LI7 OBP, England.
19

My son, keep yourfather's commands and do notforsake your mother's teaching.
Bind them upon your heartfor ever;fasten them around your neck. When you walk
they will guide you; when you sleep they will watch over you; when you awake they
will speak to you. For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the
corrections ofdiscipline are the way oflife, keepingyoufrom the immorai woman,
from the smooth tongue of the wayward wife. Do not lust in your heart after her

beauty or let her captivateyou with her eyes,for the prostitute reducesyou to a ioafof
bread, and the adulteress preys uponyourveiy life. Can a man scoopfire into his lap
without his ciothes being burned? Can a man walk on hot coals without hisfeet
being scorched?So is he who sleeps with another man's wife; no-one who touches
her will go unpunished (Prov 6:20-29).

Adultery in the Church:
A Preventive Approach
by Ray Stephens
My friends in the medical world tell me
that their profession is in the throes of a
revolution. The focus of medical concern

is shifting from cure to prevention. Hence
the massive emphasis on health education
which is increasingly a feature of our
society. Doctors are realising that it is not
enough to remedy disease when it has

sermons have you heard teaching
Christians how to guard themselves
against adultery? All the sermons I hear on
the seventh commandment have the same

aim. They are intended to show the
hearers that if they have not outwardly
broken the commandment, they have

ill-health and to correct them before the

done so inwardly. That is the legitimate
aim. But it is not the only aim ofGod's law.
The law was not only given to convict us of
sin: it was also given to guard us against

problems arise.

sin.

We need to see a similar shift in our

We are living through a moral earthquake
and it is shaking our churches. The most
experienced and apparently mature
Christians are not exempt from its effects.
Never a month goes by without news of
one more evangelical pastor whose minis
try has come to a tragic end due to moral
failure (this is not an exaggeration: editor).
Once adultery within the church was
almost unknown; now it is commonplace.

developed. Their role is also to recognise
the patterns of behaviour that give rise to

understanding of the purpose of preach
ing. We recognise that the preaching of
Scripture has a corrective function: it is
directed towards the sins that are already

manifest in our lives. It exposes those sins.
It reproves them and it corrects us. But
preaching should also have a preventive
function. As in the passage from Proverbs
quoted above,the concern ofthe writers of
Scripture is not only to reprove sin but also
to guard their hearers against sin.
Nowhere is this more true than in the area
of sexual ethics. We are horrified when
moral failure surfaces in our churches. But

we should not be surprised. How many
20

Many Christians are bewildered. In this
article, i want to consider two questions.
Firstly we ask 'How can it be prevented?'
Why do Christians Commit Aduitery?
There is no single answer. No two cases are

identical. But there are certain common
factors.

/. The world's thinking

Christians commit adultery because they
have already been tainted by the world's
thinking. Unconsciously, they have come
to accept the world's outlook. That is

Solomon's emphasis in the passage we
have quoted. He is certain that moral sin
begins in the mind. The writer ofPsalm 1
would agree. Before a man is found

standing in the way of sinners, he has
first been walking in the counsel of the
ungodly. His mind should have been
shaped by meditation on the law of the
Lord. Instead, he has absorbed the
thinking of the world. Whether it has

infiltrated through the media or
through his circle of acquaintance
makes no difference. The citadel of his

Screwtape summed up hell's achievement
like this:

We have done this through the poets
and novelists by persuading the humans
that a curious and usually short-lived
experience which they call 'being in
love' is the only respectable ground for
marriage; that marriage can, and ought
to, render this excitement permanent;
and that a marriage which does not do so
is no longer binding. This idea is our
parody of an idea that came from the
enemy.

Indeed it is. Scripture bears testimony to
the reality of romantic love. But Scripture
also teaches that passionate emotional
involvement is no guarantee of the
suitability of the lovers. Nor is its absence
necessarily a hindrance to enduring and
satisfying relationships.

mind has fallen. The capture ofthe city
is only a matter of time.

The world teaches us its own view of

sexual attraction. It is seen as a mysterious

We are all being conditioned to accept
the assumptions ofthe world around us.

It is when we recognise those assump
tions and bring the Word ofGod to bear
on them that we can begin to safeguard
ourselves against sin.
The world teaches us its own view of

marriage. Marriage,in the world's estimate
is a useful social convention: a voluntary
arrangement.
Like
other
social
arrangements it can be dissolved if it
ceases to be beneficial or satisfying to the
parties involved. But Scripture teaches that
the dissolution ofa marriage is not merely
the ending of a legal or social contact.

irresistible force. Countless TV dramas

reinforce the message. Once the arrow of
sexual attraction has struck, there is no
remedy. The only solution to temptation is
to surrender to it. If we attempt to resist it
will continue to grow. Adultery is
inevitable. Indeed the world goes further.
Not only is it impossible to resist desire. It
is dangerous even to try. Repression is the
ultimate evil. To batten down our desires

is to invite all sorts of psychological
problems.
The world teaches us its own view of

Husband and wife are one flesh. To end a

sexual pleasure. It is our Inalienable right:
it is virtually our duty. Without it, life is not
worth living. There is a particular level of
sexual pleasure which is to be viewed as

marriage is to rip a living person in two. It

the norm. Those who fall short of it are

cannot be achieved without the most

deprived and should seek at all costs to
remedy their 'failure'. Hence the
respectability of'How to ...' sex manuals
and the profitability ofsex therapy clinics.
Endless films have established a standard
of ecstasy to be attained. Partners who fail
to attain it are 'incompatible' and should
consider seeking satisfaction elsewhere.

appalling damage to both parties. The
person who resolves to leave his/her
marriage partner to look for satisfaction
elsewhere opts for self-destruction. He is
'scooping fire into his lap' or 'walking on
hot coals'.

The world teaches us its own view of

'romance'. It is, we are taught, the key to
successful relationships. C. S. Lewis's

The world teaches us its own view of

human freedom. In the end, all the other
21

arguments come back to this. We are
taught that we have the right to live our
lives without reference to our Creator. My
body is my own. I can decide what to do
with ray life. IfI choose to damage myself,
that's my business. Nobody can tell me

narrow,legalistic or(worst ofall) Victorian.
We have taught our youngsters to giggle at
the immaturity of former generations of

what to do.

discussion of sexual matters. We have
allowed them to believe that we in our

Some spokesmen of this viewpoint are
careful to add 'providing that I don't hurt
anyone else'. Others are more consistent.

generation have reached such a pinnacle of

Our freedom is absolute. Not even the

good of my children or my marriagepartner should be considered. My only
responsibility is to seek my own happiness.

Christians who outlawed the theatre,

disapproved of dancing, insisted on
chaperonage and restricted the public

godliness and sophistication that we can
safely discard the wisdom of the past. In
our gullibility we have accepted the
world's estimate of its own progress and
wisdom.

2. False confidence

Why take so much space to outline what I
believe to be the world's thinking? Aren't
we familiar enough with it already?
Yes. We are so familiar with it that we no

longer notice it in our midst. We take it for
granted. To a great extent we have
capitulated in all these areas of thought.
The extent of our surrender is evident in

the Christian books on relationships that
flood in from the U.S.A. Many of them
accept unreservedly the attitudes I have
outlined. They are frankly hedonistic.
They idolise pleasure. They exalt sexual
attractiveness as the supreme goal of the
Christian woman. They insist on the
impossibility of contentment without
sexual fulfilment.

The success of the world's propaganda is
evident too in the way we run our youthfellowships. We take it for granted that our
young people will pair off while still in
their early teens. Jackie and Blue Jeans
have assured them that is the healthy
norm. We accept it. We accept that they
will go through a series of relationships,
discarding boyfriends and girlfriends when
they become boring or cease to attract.
Apparently we believe that they can make
and break bonds of physical affection
without damaging themselves. Small
wonder that these same teenagers, when
married, live by the same assumptions.

When happily married Christians hear of
others who have fallen into sexual sin,they
are invariably horrified and bewildered.
They cannot imagine how such a thing
could happen. They know it could never
happen to themselves. Paul wrote (dis

cussing sexual sin): 'If you think you are
standing firm, be careful that you don-t
fall' (1 Cor 10:12). It is the Christian who
cannot imagine himselffalling into sexual
sin who Is most likely to do so. If you are

reading this article purely to gain insight
on why other Christians commit adultery,
beware! You are not immune from

temptation. There is no stage at which
Christians are out of danger. Happy
marriage does not guarantee immunity.
Nor does length of Christian experience. If
Satan can lure us into a sense of security,
we become his prime target. We need to
take seriously the reality of Satanic malice
and subtlety. As long as we have a fallen
nature for him to exploit, we are capable of
being trapped into even tbe grossest sins.
3. Naivety about spiritual relationships
In the majority of cases, Christians who
commit adultery do so with fellowChristians. More often than not, their

relationship develops from what they view
as a spiritual friendship. What draws them
to their so-called lover is 'spiritual'
attraction. People in the world assure
themselves that their relationships are

'platonic' and that they are safe. Christians
We have no right to be shocked when
Christians commit adultery. It is our
cowardice — our failure to uphold absolute
standards — that has made it possible. We
are terrified lest we should ever appear
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have the same naive complacency about
their 'spiritual' friendships.
John White cites a typical case. Joan was
married to an alcoholic. Bill was her pastor.

'It came as a shock to realise one day that

We need to take seriously the doctrine of

Pastor Bill, the man who had led her to

remaining sin. Until we are in glory, it

Christ was not without his own troubles.

remains true that the most innocent and

Not that he asked for pity as one by one

'spiritual' relationships can slide into
immorality.

the details of his own burdens came to
light. He wanted her to know that in
some obscure way Joan's presence at

their weekly sessions had helped him as
much as they seemed to have helped
her. She was glad to know that it could
be so. She promised to pray.It made her
debt to him that much less. She was also

surprised to realise how happy it made
her just to enjoy talking with him and to
know that she could give back to him a
measure of the strength he had given
her.

What began as a plea for help and an
outpouring of pain became a sharing of
mutual difficulties and a source of

prayerful encouragement. A man and a
woman found increasing strength in
each other,strength to face difficult days
in their respective homes.Gratitude and
respect grew to friendship and
friendship to affection.
The steps by which that same affection
deepened and was expressed physically
are of little consequence. What is
important is that both, after heart
searching, decided they were doing no
wrong.'

4. The Counseiiing revolution
John White's example highlights a further
point. I have spoken earlier ofthe number
of pastors who in recent years have
become involved in adulterous relation

ships. Again and again,such tragedies arise
out of'counselling' situations.
We have swallowed too easily the world's
assumption that personal problems are
best resolved by talking about them. In so
doing, we have exposed pastors and other
counsellors to extreme temptation. We all
know that it is flattering to be asked for
advice. It makes us feel warm and needed

when others turn to us for help. Where
women are coming to pastors and sharing
intimate secrets (particularly secrets
related to their marriages) it is inevitable
that bonds of emotional loyalty will be
created which frequently will develop into
adulterous relationships. Often the
confidences which the woman shares with

her pastor are matters which she cannot
repeat to her husband afterwards — and the

pastor knows it. Already, a bond of loyalty
and secrecy is established which excludes
the husband.

Christians can be extraordinarily naive
about relationships. They trust one
another's declarations. Tom explains to
Mary that his affection for her is merely
brotherly. Mary explains to Tom that their

friendship doesn't affect her relationship
with her husband. Both may believe that
what they are saying is true. Both are liable
to be both deceived and deceitful.

Often,again,the problem is that Christians
are too nice. When Tom explains to Mary
that he is insecure and needs reassurance

of her sisterly affection, she is reluctant to
hurt him by refusing the physical warmth
that will ultimately lead to sexual
involvement. When Mary explains to Tom
that she is lonely and needs his friendship,
he

feels

that

it

is

his

Christian

responsibility to give her the support she
needs.

Nowhere in the Bible are we taught to go
to some spiritual 'expert' to discuss or
share our sins or the emotional dilemmas

that surround them. The emphasis of the
Bible writers again and again is that our
responsibility is to sort out our own sins in
the light of Scripture. To share certain
problems with close friends of the same

sex is merely natural.. But to become
involved in 'problem-sharing' relation
ships with members of the opposite sex is
folly. My own policy as a pastor is simple.
When married women ask for opportunity
to talk to me about personal problems, I
want to know why. If they are asking for
help to be sure exactly what Scripture
teaches on a subject, that is my role as a
pastor. But if they are looking not for
teaching but for emotional support, 1 do
not get involved. I know my own heart too
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well. The Protestant insistence on the

guide the Christian who fears the

abolition of the confessional was not only
theological; it sprang from practical
experience of the way confessional
relationships could and did pave the way to
immorality.

deceitfulness of his or her own heart.

Meditation on the law of the Lord

Ifthe primary danger is the conditioning of
the world's thinking, our primary defence
is meditation on the law ofthe Lord. That

5. False views of guidance
Again and again, when Christians become
involved in adulterous relationships, they
justify their sin by the'guidance'they have
received. Sometimes they talk of verses of
Scripture which have come powerfully to
their minds. Sometimes they speak of
inward peace, extraordinary freedom in
prayer or of inner voices and impulses.
Sometimes again they point out a remark
able chain of'providential' circumstances
through which God has 'led' them. In
short, they appeal to all those forms of
guidance which we as evangelicals have
taught them to expect.
The doctrine of guidance they have been
taught is a denial of the sufficiency of
Scripture. There is only one way in which
God guides his people. He guides them
through the plain teaching of the Bible
applied rationally to individual situations.
When we teach Christians to expect
guidance through any other means, we
open the possibility that they will be
'guided' into sin. If we allow other means
of guidance to stand alongside Scripture,
they will ultimately supplant Scripture

is the emphasis of the passage that stands
at the head of this article.'My son, keep
your father's commands . . . bind them
upon your heart for ever; fasten them
around your neck'. The world presses
upon us its view of marriage, romance,
attraction, pleasure. We must know what
Scripture says on all these things. Each TV
drama, each novel, each advertisement
presents to us the world's philosophy. We
are to expose its subtle propaganda by the
light of God's law. Only as we meditate

upon that law day and night can we be safe.
This means more than 'learning Bible
verses'. It means the hard slog of

examining each commandment, working
out the points at which it challenges the
world's thinking, bringing it to bear upon
our own assumptions and patterns of
behaviour.

Marriage

The finest practical safeguard against
adultery is the institution of marriage! (I
Cor 7:2). The writer of Proverbs again:
'May your fountain be blessed, and may
you rejoice in the wife of your youth. A
loving doe, a graceful dear — may her
itself.
breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be
captivated by her love. Why be captivated,
It is wrong even to ask for guidance about my son, by an adulteress? Wby embrace
matters on which God has already spoken. the bosom of another man's wife?'(Prov
God has said: You shall not commit
5:18). Those who realise the dangers of
adulteiy. The Christian who asks for sexual sin should be most concerned to
guidance about an adulterous or build solid and satisfying marriages.
potentially adulterous relationship is Calvin's words of warning to those who
almost certainly hoping to find a way to believe they can ignore God's institution
have a contemporary ring:
evade the commandment'sforce. Tragi
cally, those who look for such guidance
. . . those who are assailed by inconti
generally find it. In the end, they can
nence, and unable successfully to war
always persuade themselves that they
against it, should betake themselves to
have had a 'word from the Lord'
the remedy of marriage, and thus culti
vate chastity in the way of their calling.
justifying their desires.
Those incapable of self-restraint, if they
How may Christians keep themselves
apply not to the remedy allowed and
from adultery?
provided for intemperance, war with
Again, there are no simple answers. But
there are plain commands in Scripture to
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God and resist his ordinance. And let no

man tell me (as many in the present day

do) that he can do all things, God
helping! The help ofGod is present only
with those who walk in his ways (Ps
91:14), that is in his calling, from which
all withdraw themselves who, omitting
the remedies provided by God, vainly
and presumptuously strive to struggle
with and surmount their natural feel

ings.

Purity of mind

'When tempted, no-one should say,"God
is tempting me" — each one is tempted
when by his own evil desire, he is dragged
away and enticed. Then after desire has

conceived, it gives birth to sin' (Jas 1:1315). The sinful act is the child of sinful
desire. To feel desire is natural. To brood

upon it and allow it to grow is sinful.
Adulterous relationships do not come into
being overnight. When Christians commit
adultery with their bodies, they have first
committed it in their minds.

Sinful desires must be put to death (Rom
8:13; Gal 5:24). They must not be
discussed or thought about or brooded
upon. They must be killed. There must be
no delay and no mercy. The desire must
die before it gives birth to the monster of
adultery.
Common sense

Paul told Timothy toflee youthful lusts. In
other words, run away from them. Stay as
far from temptation as possible. The writer

about wilfully torturing himself. He is
saying that he maintains personal physical
discipline. His body knows who is boss.
His appetites are under control.
Self-indulgence in one area of life will
affect every other area. Greedy, lazy, selfindulgent Christians are unlikely to be selfcontrolled and disciplined when they face
sexual temptation. David's adultery with
Bathsheba happened when he was lazing
in Jerusalem 'at the time when kings go off
to war'(2 Sam 11:1). He abandoned his
responsibilities and sent Joab to lead in his
place. His ill-disciplined life laid him wide
open to sexual temptation.

The eternal perspective
'The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual

immorality,impurity, debauchery... those
who live iike this wiil not inherit the

kingdom'(Gal 6:19)'Outside the gates are.
.. the sexually immoral'(Rev 22:15).'Do
not be deceived: Neither the sexually
immoral nor idolaters .. . will inherit the

kingdom of God.. . .'
Sin can bring — in the short term — real
pleasure. But to opt for sin is to opt for hell.
We are to maintain an eternal perspective.
We are to live with the reality ofjudgement
and the certainty of God's verdict on the
immoral always before our eyes. That
perspective will keep us from drifting into

of Proverbs has the same common-sense

approach:'Keep to a path far from her(the
adulteress); do not go near the door of her
house' (5:8). God has promised that we
will be protected when we 'fall into
temptation'. But there is no such promise
for those who voluntarily choose

The throne of grace
'We do not have a high priest who is
unable
to
sympathise
with
our
weaknesses, but we have one who has
been tempted in every way — just as we are

temptation. We are aware that certain

— yet was without sin. Let us then

individuals stir our blood. Stay away from

approach the throne of grace with con
fidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our hour of need'
(Heb 4:15-16).

them. We know that certain records

awaken romantic longings within us. Get

rid of them. We know that particular
situations present temptation. Avoid
them. J. B. Phillips paraphrases Romans

That is the ultimate resource in time of

13:14:'Let us be Christ's men from head to

temptation. Our Lord
Jesus has
experienced the reality of temptation. He

foot, and give no chances to theflesh to have
itsfling.'

Physical discipline
Paul again:'I beat my body and make it my
slave .. ." (1 Cor 9:27). He is not talking

knows how dreadful loneliness can be. He

knows how insistently our physical
appetites can call. He knows how
Continued on page 29
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These reflections on the vastness ofthe world's present needs comefront Heinrich David
von Seefried, church planter in West Germany.

Figuring it Out
'When Jesus looked up and saw a great
crowd coming towards him, he said to
Philip, "Where shali we find bread for
these people to eat?"He asked this only to
test him,for he already had in mind what
he was going to do'(John 6:5-6).

is to be accomplished is to be accom
plished through his grace and power,
not our human efforts alone. There is

sovereign sufficiency to be found in
these words: 'he already had in mind

what he was going to do'. The Lord is
not a loser and we do not serve on a

This text reminds us of a situation in

which the disciples were confronted by
an insuperable problem. Philip was
asked an impossible question and
replied,'Eight months wages would not
buy enough bread for each one to have a
bite!'

losing team. Let us not see things
through our human eyes alone but
through the eyes of faith. Christ is
sufficient.

We must never fall into passivity or
fatalism. Neither must we limit God by

assuming that if we can only hit the right
In our own day by far the most des
perate and perplexing problem we face

method he will be bound to bless us.

This would be as absurd as the disciples

is that of world evangelisation. By the

meeting after the miracle ofthe feeding

year 2000 there may be 6-7 billion
people on this planet. We see commit
tees meeting to devise ways and means

of the 5,000 to analyse exactly what
factors led to the successful supply: the

ofgetting enough money and personnel

the manner in which the baskets were

to reach the lost world. They plan,
scheme, promote and devise, only to

passed around. We often look back with
envy on times ofblessing in the past and
seek desperately for the key to the

find that there is neither enough money
nor workers to get the job done. For
example, it could be calculated that at
least ten thousand

missionaries are

needed. Each new missionary would

cost in the region of£15,000($25,000)a
year which would mean that £150

million ($250 million) a year would
have to be raised! In human terms the

situation is clearly hopeless and after all
possible schemes had been suggested
we would be exactly where Philip was
when he produced a ludicrous answer.
Just as the Lord tested Philip, we need
to be constantly reminded that our suffi
ciency is found in Christ. We haven't
enough labourers, we haven't enough
money,all we do have is the Lord. What
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seating arrangement in groups offifty or

success of men such as Whitefield or

Spurgeon. And there are any number of
opinions today on how to obtain the
Lord's blessing. Some say that it all
hinges on whether we use modem
methods, modem Bibles and so on.The
Restorationists (as we saw in RT 89)
claim that the blessing can only come as
we go back to apostles and prophets and
miracles. There is no end ofspeculation
on just what it is that will bring God's
favour to us so that we will have enough

spiritual bread to feed the world. Our
generation is always looking to find a
reason- why God should revive us.
Bluntly, there is no good reason in
ourselves why he should. The answer is
found in Christ. The miracle in John 6

The surface ofour planet contains thefossilised remains ofonce living plants and
animals. For over 100years, it has been customary to interpret thefossils onlyfrom
within theframework of the theory of evolution. This article argues that an alter
native explanation oforigins should be considered: divine creation. The absence of
transitionalforms in thefossil record is an embarrassmentfor evolutionists, but is
the expectation of creationists. Consequently, it is time to think again about the
meaning ofthefossilsl This article wasfirst printed in Outlook with whom we have
reciprocal arrangements.

Thinking Again About Fossiis
David J. Tyler
Throughout

history,

people

have

known that some of the rocks of the
earth have fossiis entombed in them.

Shells of marine creatures are relatively
easy to find, but it is generally in
museums that we are able to view the

remains of plants, fishes, reptiles,
mammals and other once-living
organisms. People have asked ques

Before the theory of evolution became
popular, it was generally believed that
God had created all the plants and
animals,and that great catastrophes had
buried living things in sediment, after
which they turned into fossils. Those
who studied the fossil record found
their creationistic views consistent with
the evidence from the rocks.

tions: What are these fossils in the

rocks? What do they mean? How did
they get there? The answers are not so
easy! Debate over differences of view
continues to this day.

took place because of grace. And,when

Fossils and Darwinism

Although Charles Darwin was interes

ted in fossils, he never specialised in
their study. Rather, Darwin was a

The full employment ofall the means of

always remember that the increase
which we look for, will have to be extra
ordinary in its power and quantity ifit is
to be adequate. The supernatural and
essential increase can only come from
God Triune. Do you believe that he will
meet the need? The promises of the

grace is essential. In the case ofthe feed

Bible call for our intercession. But with

ing ofthe 5,000 the work of distribution
had to be done by the disciples. The
point is that the essential multiplication

let us remember that as we ourselves

God uses us, it is only because of his

grace. If we are to reach this world with
the gospel it will only be on the basis of
his grace.

ofthe food came from the Divine Lord.

And so it is today. With all the diligence
of which we are capable we strive to use
the means of grace. As we pray, preach,
teach, and evangelise, administrate and
organise, publish and distribute, broad
cast and correspond, and so on, let us

all our prayers and hopes and anxieties

began as Christians through grace freely
given,so let us go forward trusting in the
same source of sovereign free grace to
meet the vast needs ofthis dying world.
That saving grace that bought you and
me is the same in essence that will yet
have to meet the desperate and rapidly
increasing needs to the world today.
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naturalist, who concentrated his atten
tion on living things. He was impressed
by the amount of variation which
organisms exhibited,and he used this as
evidence to support his theory ofevolu

the British Museum (Natural History)
displayed an exhibition on evolution to
mark the 100 years anniversary of the
first publication on the subject by

tion by natural selection. He saw no

Wallace. In the exhibition handbook.

limit to variation. The theory proposed
was that continual small gradual
changes, when selected according to the
principle of survival of the fittest, were
able to change fishes into amphibians,
amphibians into reptiles, and so on.
Darwin believed he had plenty of evi
dence to show variation in the present.
But what about the past? If his theory is
true, should we not expect the fossil
record to document the origin ofspecies
— illustrating the gradual changes that
were necessary to transform one type of
organism into another. Do the fossils
confirm Darwin's evolutionary ideas?
It is interesting to note that at first
Darwin's theory was not well received
by palaeontologists — the scientists who
study fossils. They could not see any
evidence of the gradual changes
predicted by his theory of evolution by
natural selection. Some variation was

present, but nothing to suggest one type

of animal changing into another. The
response of the Darwinists was to say
that the fossil record was both imper
fectly preserved and imperfectly known.
They referred to the existence of
numerous gaps in the geological record
and suggested that there would always

be difficulty in finding 'transitional
forms' between species. However,they
also held out the hope that some of the
gaps would be filled as a result of sub
sequent collecting.
Over 100 years have passed — and mil

lions of man-hours have been spent
examining fossils. Has the hope been

Charles Darwin and

Alfred Russel

Sir Gavin de Beer said this about the

fossil record: 'The palaeontological

record provides evidence of the course
of evolution in the past. Fossil material
is in places now so rich that it can be
used for quantitative studies in evolu
tion.' The reader is given no hint ofthe
problems facing evolutionary theory
caused by the fossils. At that time, de
Beer and many other leading scientists
presented a picture of the fossil record
which today must be recognised as
seriously defective.
Fossils and New Ideas About

Evolutionaiy Change
The last 10 years has seen a remarkable
change in discussions about Darwinism.
Scholars are much more open in their
criticisms of the different theories.

Again, palaeontologists have led the
way. It seems that the majority of
palaeontologists have never been happy
with Darwin's 'gradualism', because
they do not see the evidence for gradual
change in the fossil record. Whilst they

recognise the existence of numerous
gaps in the sequence of sedimentary
rocks, they are not convinced that the
fossil record is as impoverished as
Darwin had suggested in 'The Origin of
Species'. Nowadays, most palaeontolo
gists are ready to admit the nearuniversal absence of transitional forms

and are not willing to explain them away
geologically. It is important to realise
that although these palaeontologists

reject the idea ofnatural selection acting
on small changes(gradualism),they still

believe in evolution. Tlje new theory is

fulfilled? Have the transitional forms

known as'Punctuated Equilibria',and it

been found? Until recently, the general
public have been given the impression
that Darwinism has been amply
confirmed by the fossil record. In 1958,

postulates long periods without signifi
cant change terminated by short periods
ofvery abrupt change.In their thinking,
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these evolutionary

bursts occurred

sufficiently rapidly to make it unlikely
that transitional forms were preserved
as fossils. Although this model ofevolu
tionary change is compatible with the
fossil record, it conflicts with the

ing ofyears. Darwin's original approach
was to emphasise the fragmentary
nature of the fossil record, but over 100
years of geological investigation must
now be taken into account. Gradualistic

theoretical ideas about the mechanism

evolution can no longer be defended by

of evolution which have been develop
ed by the biologists. The evolutionary
biologists rightly complain that the sup
porters ofpunctuated equilibria have no
mechanism to account for rapid evolu
tion. They also revive the argument

appealing to an inadequate fossil record.

which says that the fossil record is so
inadequate, that it can never be used as
evidence for or against Darwinism. And
so the controversy continues!
Points for Thought
What are we to learn from this debate?

Obviously, it is very easy to get lost in
the technicalities, and so a few general
points are noted here.

2. Scientists have allowed theoretical

ideas and personal prejudices to influ
ence their handling of the evidence.
Why have scientists made claims about

the fossil record which are nowadays
recognised as misleading? There is a
human aspect to all scientific work,and
it is particularly significant when it
comes to the study of origins. Those
who believe in creation must believe in

a Creator. Those who wish to deny the
existence of a Creator God must find a

naturalistic explanation oforigins—and
evolutionary theories provide a way of
explaining how living things have come
into existence without the need to

1. It must not be overlooked that the

expectations of Darwin's theory about
the evolutionary changes occurring in
living things in the past have never been
confirmed by the fossil record. The

evidence for Darwinian gradualism in
the fossil record is non-existent. It

seems so obvious that if this major
prediction cannot be justified, then it is
necessary to re-examine the original
theory! The palaeontological evidence
against gradualism has always existed —
and has become stronger with the pass

invoke divine activity.
3. Creationists predict an absence of
transitional forms in the fossil record.

They do not believe that one type of
creature can change into another type,

for God has made all living things to
reproduce 'according to their kinds'.
Whatever else might be said about the
fossil record, it is quite consistent with
this prediction of the creationists.
Consequently, creation has a right to be
considered as an explanation oforigins.

Continuedfrom page 25
overwhelmingly attractive another person
can seem. He does not condone our sin.

But he sympathises with our temptations.
And he gives grace — precisely the grace we
need at exactly the time we need it.
We should learn now how to react when

the time oftemptation comes. In the hour

of need we should go to Christ without
delay — the moment we are aware of the

attractiveness ofa person who is not for us.
Too often we delay until the problem
reaches unmanageable proportions. We
must learn to be sensitive enough to
recognise the first stirrings of temptation.
Then we must deal with them radically and
ruthlessly. By the grace he gives, we can.
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Andrew Taylor is a G.P. practising in Liverpooi. Here he does not attempt to deal
with the misguided government campaign in the U.K. which shirks the moral issues
forfear ofoffending the permissive lobby, but rather Dr. Taylorprovides a survey of
the basicfacts, which in spite of ail the publicity stiii tend to be overlooked. He
concludes with a Christian response.

The scourge of AIDS
Since 1981 a'new' disease has found its

way onto the pages of the medical text
books. More surprisingly this same
disease is now mentioned most days in
the press and on television. This disease

symptoms such as weight loss,
diarrhoea, swollen lymph nodes
(glands), lethargy or recurrent infec
tions.

is the 'Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome' (AIDS). Many facts have

However a person can be infected with
the virus and exhibit no symptoms of

been discovered about the cause and
treatment of the disease but this has
been associated with much fiction also.

disease. It is known that in some people
the disease can 'incubate' in the body

So what is AIDS? How do people catch
the disease? Can it be carried? Is it a

specific judgement from God?
What is AIDS?
AIDS is a disease which results from an

infection with the virus HIV (Human
Immunodeficiency Virus) previously
called HTLV-III (Human-T.-Lymphotropic Virus III). When the body is
infected with this virus it responds by
trying to kill and eliminate the virus
from the body. However the virus itself
is able to live and multiply in the white
blood cells(WBC). WBCs are the cells
in the blood which are responsible for

fighting infection. They also patrol the
body and detect tumours (cancers) at
very early stages and destroy them. As
the HIV replicates in these WBCs the
body becomes less and less able to fight
off infections. It is also unable to iden

tify developing tumours. Eventually the
body succumbs to infection or cancer. It
is this which usually kills AIDS

for up to two years before any
symptoms develop. It is even thought
that some people can harbour the virus
in the body and perhaps never develop
symptoms of AIDS. Both these
categories ofpeople however are able to
pass the virus on to others throughout
this period of time, and those to whom
they pass it can develop AIDS in the full
blown form.

Up to recently it was thought that only
about 10% of people who are infected
with HIV developed AIDS proper.

More recently, reports suggest that 30%
of people infected will eventually
develop AIDS. Some people put the
figure as high as 60%. Only time will tell
who is right. It may be that given suffi
cient time all people infected with the
virus will develop AIDS.
How is the disease spread?
There are several ways in which a

person is able to be infected with the
HIV.

sufferers.

How does the disease present?
The disease presents in a number of

ways, often with very non-specific
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a Sexual intercourse (heterosexual
or homosexual).

b By injection in to the body ofinfec
ted blood (blood transfusion or by

drug addicts using infected need
les).
c To babies via the placenta,
d Transfer of other body fluids.

a AIDS, because the first cases in
America were exclusively in homo
sexuals, has been labelled a homo
sexual disease, passed on by homo

Health Workers who come into con

tact with blood, especially needles
which have been used to take blood

are at risk of needle-stick injuries.
Over the past five years many people
have been injured in this way but up
to now as far we we know none has

developed AIDS proper. Several have
been shown to have contracted the

sexual intercourse. This is not true. It

virus and so be carriers, but none have

is thought that AIDS initially spread
more rapidly among homosexuals as

died from AIDS.

they in general tend to have more
sexual partners than heterosexuals.
Hence the virus can be spread more
quickly.

c Women who are carriers of the HIV

In Africa where it is thought the

therefore at risk of developing AIDS.

can pass the virus to babies develop
ing in the womb. This gives rise to
tragic cases of children being born
with the virus in their bodies and are

disease originated it is a disease of
both sexes spread by both hetero
sexual and homosexual intercourse.

In some parts of Africa up to 1:6
people are thought to be infected.
b When the disease was first discovered

several people were infected with the
virus from transfusions of blood or

blood products. This was especially
true of haemophiliacs who require
frequent blood product transfusions
to avoid bleeding. In the U.K. all
blood is now screened for AIDS and

all blood products are treated to kill
the virus so this should not pose a
problem.

Some drug addicts inject drugs direct
ly into their blood by using hypoder
mic needles and syringes. It is often
impossible for these addicts to obtain
a supply of sterile needles. Not only
do they re-use needles but they often
share needles without sterilising
them. These people are therefore at
risk of transferring small amounts of
blood from one to another and there

by the AIDS virus spreads. Large
numbers of addicts in some cities are

infected and act as a pool ofcarriers to
spread the disease to homosexuals,
heterosexuals and other drug addicts.

d The HIV is known to be present in
fluids other than blood, that is by
saliva,semen and tears. Although it is
known that the disease can be spread
by blood and presumably semen also,
the quantity of virus is so small in
saliva and tears that it is not known if

these can also spread the disease.
It is thought that casual contact can
not spread the vims. Hence it is
proposed that by just living with a
person who is a carrier ofthe HIV you
are not at risk. For example there is no
evidence that by using the same
crockery or cutlery, eating food pre
pared by or touching casually an HIV
carrier you are at risk.
How serious a problem is AIDS?
In the U.K. nearly 300 people are known
to have died from AIDS and over 500

people in all are known to have AIDS.
Estimates for the number of people
infected with the HIV but not showing
signs of the disease vary. Some people
put the figure at only 10,000. A more
realistic figure is probably about 30,000.
These people have the vims in their
bodies and probably don't know it.
They are all capable of passing the vims
to other people who are again able to
transmit it to sexual partners. The
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number of cases of AIDS is doubling
every 10 months and by 1988 2,000
people in the U.K. will have the disease.

sins is a slave to sin'(In 8:34). A slave is
not his own master but is subject to
another master. How true this is in the

case of sexual sin. Despite the risk of
However perhaps the most worrying
thing about all this is that everybody
who develops AIDS proper dies. At
present there are no drugs to cure
AIDS. Development is going apace to
invent drugs to kill the virus but none
are yet known. More recently several
drugs have been shown to slow down or
stop the virus replicating in the body.

serious disease and death and in the past
from diseases such as syphilis man

They do not cure full blown AIDS but
can slow its progress. No vaccine to

not

prevent the disease infecting people has
yet been developed or is likely to be
developed in the near future.

The Government considers the prob
lem so serious that it has set up a special
committee to educate people about the
disease. Every home in the country has
been circulated with details of the

disease, how it is spread and how to try
to stop yourself catching it. It is a
scourge which if unchecked threatens
society as we know it. In the absence ofa

cure or vaccine and given that the sexual
activities of people do not change there
may be 8,000 cases by 1990 and
8,000,000 by the turn of the century in
the U.K. alone.

continued in sexual sin. With the

advent of antibiotics the only barrier it

was thought to 'free love' was preg
nancy. With the advent of 'reliable
contraception'

all

barriers

were

removed and promiscuity became rife
despite the warnings ofGod's word.'Do
be

deceived

God

cannot

be

mocked. A man reaps what he sows.
The one who sows to please his sinful
nature, from that nature will reap
destruction'(Gal 6:7).

The response of the Christian must be
to preach Christ. He must point out that
sin is notJust to be viewed in the context

ofa social responsibility but as an insult
against God, who cannot be mocked.
Only a great spiritual revival will turn
this country from sin to salvation,from
the love of self and pleasure to the love
of God and the Lamb who was slain.
The attitude ofthe Christian must be to
condemn sin in all forms but not to do

this as an end alone but to point to the
Saviour of sinners who will save by
repentance and faith, 'Have mercy on
me, O God, have mercy on me' (Ps

The Christian response
Surely the saddest fact ofall about AIDS
is that this disease should pose a threat

57:1), must be the cry of our country in

to anyone. When we consider the vast

this time of need.

wealth of information that is available

on the spread of this disease one
thought comes to mind. How can it be
that people are so blind and wish to
continue in sexual sin despite the risk?
Fidelity within marriage and chastity out
side marriage would virtually dispose of
the disease within one generation.

To those who are afflicted with this
dreadful disease we must show the com

Sadly the words ofour Lord are still true

let him be the first to throw a stone at

...'but men loved darkness instead of

her'(In 8:7). We must not throw stones
at the sufferer but point to the Saviour

light because their deeds were evil'(In
3:19). Jesus told us that'every one who
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passion of Christ. The disease is not sin
itself; it merely reflects and proclaims
the sin of those who have contracted it

through homosexual sin or promiscu
ity. Yet we must remember Christ's
words 'If anyone of you is without sin,

who alone is able to heal and save.

1987 CAREY FAMILY CONFERENCE
Gloucester
Main speakers:
ErroU Hulse and David Kingdon

Theme:"ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM"

from

Monday, August 3rd to Saturday, August 8th

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE WRITE TO:
"Carey Family Conference"
c/o Crag House Farm
Cookridge, Leeds LS16 7NH
Tel:(0532) 679422

THE BOOK OF PRAISES
70 Psalms for singing today
Designed as a supplement to hymn books for congregational singing THE
BOOK OF PRAISES consists ofa 110 page paperback 8.5 inches by 5.5 inches,
with a thread sewn quality binding. The psalms are rendered in contemporary
English. Most of the well known psalms are included. Special attention has
been given to the inclusion of different types of psalm; penitential, messianic,
intercessory, instructional and praise.
All the compositions are suitable for worship in the sense that while they are
contemporary with some new suggestions for tunes these are not so'way out'
as to make a rendering suitable only for the avantgarde, but unusable for most.
There is always an alternative tune suggested for those of more conservative
taste. Obviously new tunes are printed in the book as well as thosejiotfound in
the popular hymn books in current usage (27 pages of music). All the psalms
are rendered to meet as far as possible the meaning ofthe biblical text. A four
page introduction discusses the issues involved in singing psalms which so
accurately and vividly describe our spiritual experience. One ofthe beneficial
results ofusing this supplement is an increased Biblical content to our worship.
There is great joy in singing the praise of God. We urge you to give serious
thought to THE BOOK OF PRAISES. For price details see front inside cover.
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