








pessimistic views of the future and
particularly ~ the pessimism  of
American fundamentalism. To a
much greater degree the optimism of
the Puritans and pioneer missionaries
is appreciated. The promises of
victory for Christ’s kingdom inspire
vision and effort.

Reference has been made to Prof
Michael Haykin’s book on John
Sutcliff and his friends, Andrew
Fuller, William Carey, Samuel
Pearce, John Ryland, William Ward
and Joshua Marshman. These men
were involved in the call to a concert
of prayer which was popularised by
the great American theologian of
revival, Jonathan Edwards.

The primacy of prayer and the call to
a concert of prayer lies at the base of
our agenda for the future. Nothing
worthwhile for Christ has ever been
achieved that has not been born out of
believing and intercessory prayer.

As we come to the end of the second
millennium we look back over this
century and note for our encourage-
ment that the gospel has spread more
widely and into more nations, more
rapidly and far more cor rehen-
sively, than in all previous epochs.
William  Carey reviewed the
worldwide situation in his day and,
compared to his report, the situation
is massively advanced today. The
churches are often beset with lack of
teaching, shallowness, legalism,
natural thinking and sometimes
fanaticism, but all that simply calls

for reformation. The scope for
reformation is immense. What
becomes increasingly clear is the
literal possibility of the earth being
filled with a knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea.

In their spiritual pilgrimage, the
children of Israel referred to past
revivals in pleading for new ones.
May the Lord our God be with us as
he was with our fathers. We look to
past revivals. How did they begin?
How did they proceed? The concert
of prayer like that of the 18th century
is the way forward for us today. Most
pressing for us is the need for young
men to be called for life to serve as
pioneer missionaries to unreached
people groups. We can point to
encouraging examples of this
occurring at the present time but an
army of such missionaries is needed.
It is through men who have served for
a lifetime in nations like the
Philippines that the Reformed faith
has become established in those
countries. But in other places only a
foothold has been gained. Trevor
Routley labouring in Argentina is an
example. In other countries like
Zambia, Reformed Baptists have
increased. The heartening feature in
the case of Zambia is the almost
entirely indigenous nature of the
work.

Reference

1. One Heart and One Soul, EP, 430 pages,
pbk £9.95. Was Fuller mint coin on
sovereign grace teaching? Prof Tom Nettles
is one who has covered that ground and
shown that Fuller was consistent in all his
teaching on sovereign grace (See By His
Grace and for His Glory, Baker Book House
1986 and, 1f you keep your RT set, issue 82,
November 1984 — copies now depleted).

s







papers like The Guardian, The Times, The Daily Telegraph and The
Independent devote pages to these scandals while the popular daily
tabloids descend on these stinking carcasses like ravenous vultures. What
is our response to this? We point out that it is inevitable that some are
spurious believers. Take the instance of Judas Iscariot. We are called not
to look at men, especially bad men, but look rather to the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins o/ 10se who believe and repent.

The smallness of the harvest is disheartening. When the work is hard
Satan is quick to suggest that we are wasting our time. There is very little
response so why toil in vain? Why expend time and energy if there is
nothing to show for it? This temptation to discouragement requires to be
answered immediately and what better truth to refer to than the parable of
the sower and to our Lord’s reference to generous sowing of the gospel
seed (see John 4:34-38)?

The activity of the cults, especially Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses,
can be daunting but it should be turned into a spur to work for the truth.
We must use the broad range of quality literature available to us and
spread it everywhere. Included is material showing the difference
between the cults and the gospel. We must reverse the evil effects of
heresy. Furthermore we can reason in a positive way and argue that if we
kept the community better informed it would be much more difficult for
the cults to make headway.

A real setback is the slide away from old values and absolutes which
were generally accepted not too long ago. We have now arrived at a
pagan post-Christian culture. We find increasingly that most young
people have no knowledge of the Bible and in any case regard it as a story
book. This means that we have to go back to basics. We are sent to teach
all nations.

Another scourge of our day is the over-employment of those in work.
Most of our members are overworked and genuinely find it difficult to
help in organised evangelis  which stems from the local church. Add to
this the fact that only a few are equipped for front-line evangelism. It is
better to accept the reality of these facts than to become critical or
discouraged.

Encouragements

Day by day and week by weck we need to be motivated. We must never
be afraid to repeat the basic reasons that stimulate our zeal and stir us into
action. I will describe eight encouragements.
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1. The encouragement of the Great Commission. There is never a time or
place when we are not under constraint to teach the nations. The
marching orders given by Jesus to his followers are with us always. It is
work of overwhelming magnitude but we only have to think of his words,
‘Surely I am with you to the very end of the age’ and we receive new
strength. Literally the text means, ‘Surely I will be with you all the days’
— that is every day. ‘There is no day in this work when I am not with you
to be your strength.’

2. The encouragement of the meaning of evangelism. Essentially we are
bearers of good news. To evangelise means to present the good news that
there is a full and free salvation from the guiit and power of sin to be had
in Jesus Christ the Son of God and that every person who repents and
puts his trust in God’s Son will be saved for time and eternity. The hard
part is the lack of conviction of sin and the careless attitude that prevails.
This must not remove the fact that it is good news that we proclaim.

3. The encouragement of the doctrines of sovereign grace. The harder the
climate the more we are pressed to look to divine omnipotence for the
quickening of sinners. Those regularly engaged in evangelism know that
it is indeed a mighty event for there to be heart repentance. If it depended
on sinners no one would ever be saved. But the Father has elected a
people. He has given them to his Son. When Paul was rejected by the
Jews at Corinth he was encouraged by the fact of sovereign grace. One
night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid; keep on
speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no-one is going to
attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city’ (Acts
18:9). Observe that this truth of election was accompanied by a command
to action. Keep on speaking; do not be silent! In other words the Lord is
saying, ‘I have many people in this city. You go out and get them!’

The means must be employed and then the harvest will be gathered in.

4. The encouragement of the Holy Spirit. Allied to the above truth about
sovereign grace is the promise of our Lord: ‘When he comes, he will
convict the world of guilt in regard to sin’(John 16:8). The practical work
of sharing and commending the gospel belongs to us: the supernatural
work is done by the omnipotent Spirit.

5. The encouragement of the prayer meeting. The prayer meeting is the
visible and audible expression of our total reliance on the Holy Spirit to
give success to our efforts. But there needs to be effort! Prayer alone,
without hard practical work, is rather like the hypocritical concern of the
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rich in James (James 2:16-17). When effort seems to be unrewarded we
can yet believe that the prayers which accompany the work will, in God’s
time, be answered.

6. The encouragement of love. As our Lord loves souls so we love them.
His great love was shown in laying down his life for his enemies (Rom
5:8). Our love is shown in our taking his love to those who are his
enemies. We are dealing with the reality of eternal heaven and eternal
hell. The reality of the coming Great Judgment is a constant reminder of
the importance of the work that is ours. As God loves the world of sinners
and will have them to be saved so we love them and long for them to be
redeemed.

7. The encouragement of fellowship. To work on our own is not
conducive to perseverance. Our Lord sent out his workers two by two
into the vineyard. Companionship is a vital part of this work. We need to
be sharing the difficulties and challenges with others in the fellowship
week by week.

8. The encouragement of revival. It is heartening and inspiring to read of
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in other nations. Nothing vindicates the
livingness of our Trivne God more than the work of regeneration. In
reading reports we need to distinguish between shallow decisionism and
well-grounded work that truly brings numerical increase to the churches.
We do not have revival in Britain but from time to time we receive most
encouraging reports of souls being added to the churches. When this
occurs we need to maximise our own efforts. If the Lord is answering
prayer in circumstances just as barren as ours why should he not prosper
our efforts?

9. The encouragement of ultimate victory. Psalm 110:1 is often cited in
the New Testament: ‘“The LLORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”” There is absolutely
no doubt about the final victory. Step by step in this spiritual battle our
forces will advance; step by step the objective of world-wide evangelisa-
tion will be achieved. Those systems which oppose the Lamb of God
with cruel hatred are doomed to fall. They will rise no more. We must
encourage ourselves in the certain triumph of Christ’s gospel work on
earth.
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eager a gusto as ever.” For the next six months, he utterly neglected prayer
and was as wedded to his sins as he had been before this experience. When,
in the course of 1768, he once again seriously reflected upon his lifestyle,
he was conscious that he was still held fast in thraldom to sin. What then of
his experience with Romans 6:14? Fuller refused to doubt that it was given
to him as an indication of is standing with God. He was, he therefore
concluded, a converted person, but backslidden. He still lived, though, with
never a victory over sin and its temptations, and with a total neglect of
prayer. “The great deep of my heart’s depravity had not yet been broken
up,” he later commented about these experiences of his mid-teens.

Conviction and conversion

In the autumn of 1769 he once again came under the conviction that his life
was displeasing to God. He could no longer pretend that he was only
backslidden. ‘“The fire and = mstone of the bottomless pit seemed to burn
within my bosom,” he later declared. ‘I saw that God would be perfectly
just in sending me to hell, and that to hell I must go, unless I were saved of
mere grace.” Fuller now recognised the way that he had sorely abused
God’s mercy. He had presumed that he was a converted individual, but all
the time he had had no love for God and no desire for his presence, no
hunger to be like Christ and no love for his people. On the other hand, he
could not bear, he said, ‘the thought of plunging myself into endless ruin’.
It was at this point that Job’s resolution, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust
in him” (Job 13:15), came to mind and Fuller grew determined to cast
himself upon the mercy of the Lord Jesus, ‘to be both pardoned and
purified’.

Yet the High Calvinism which formed the air that he had breathed since his
earliest years proved to be a real barrier to his coming to Christ. It
maintained that in order to flee to Christ for salvation, the ‘warrant’ that a
person needed to believe that he or she would be accepted by Christ was a
subjective one: conviction of one’s sinfulness and deep mental anguish
because of that conviction were popularly regarded by High Calvinists as
such a warrant. From this point of view, these experiences were signs that
God was in the process of converting the individual who was going
through them. This perspective on conversion was a direct result of the
argument made by both Gill and Brine, the principal authors of High
Calvinism in the Baptist denomination, that the Scriptures invite only those
sinners who are sensible of their sin to believe in Christ. The net effect of
this teaching — though unintended by either Gill or Brine — was to place the
essence of conversion and faith not in believing the gospel, ‘but in a
persuasion of our being interested in its benefits’. Instead of attention being
directed away from oneself towards Christ, the convicted sinner was turned
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inwards upon himself or herself to search for evidence that he or she was
being converted. Against this perspective Fuller would later argue that the
gospel exhortation to believe in Christ was sufficient warrant to come to
the Lord Jesus.

Although Fuller was in the throes of a genuine conversion and quite aware
of his status as a sinner, he was convinced he had neither the qualifications
nor the proper warrant to flee to Christ in order to escape the righteous
judgment of God. Upon later reflection, he saw his situation as akin to that
of Queen Esther. She went into the presence of her husband, the Persian
King Ahasuerus, at the risk of her life, since it was contrary to Persian law
to enter the monarch’s presence uninvited. Similarly, Fuller decided: ‘I will
trust my soul, my sinful, lost soul in his [Christ’s] hands — if I perish, I
perish!” So it was in November 1769 that Fuller found peace with God and
rest for his troubled soul in the cross of Christ. His personal experience
prior to and during his conversion taught him three things in particular: the
error of those who maintained that a warrant to believe was necessary for
salvation; the New Testament concept of faith, whereby faith was
understood to be a coming to Christ and putting one’s trust in him - it was
not a turning inwards upon oneself to see if there was any desire to know
Christ and embrace his salvation; and a concept of conversion which was
rooted in a radical change of the affections of the heart and manifest in a
lifestyle that sought to honour God.

The first time that Fuller witnessed believer’s baptism was in March of the
following year. He was deeply moved by the event. ‘The solemn
immersion of a person’, he later wrote, ‘on a profession of faith in Christ,
carried such conviction with it, that I wept like a child on the occasion.’
Fully persuaded ‘that this was the primitive way of baptizing’, he was
himself baptised about a month later and became a member of the Baptist
work at Soham. Some new Christians experience halcyon days at the
beginning of their walk with Christ, and Fuller appears to have been one of
these. He later recalled the summer of 1770 as ‘a time of great religious
pleasure’.

A call to the ministry

From November 1771 to January 1774 the preaching of the Word in the
Soham church was mostly undertaken by Joseph Diver. Although old
enough to be his father, Diver was a very good friend to Fuller. After the
departure of pastor John Eve he was chosen by the congregation to be a
deacon of the church. Fuller also occasionally preached. Although Fuller
was quite discouraged by his early preaching attempts, the church as a
whole came to the conviction by early 1774 that a call to the pastorate
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should be extended to him. After a trial period of slightly more than twelve
months, Fuller was ordained on 3 May 1775.

During this first year of ministry, Fuller’s time was largely taken up with
reading and study. Though a practising High Calvinist — at this point in his
life he refused to urge the unconverted to come to Christ — he was increas-
ingly dissatisfied with High Calvinist reasoning. He began to sense that his
‘preaching was anti-scriptural and defective in many respects’. But as yet
he saw no viable alternative. He also read extensively in the area of
Christology, particularly focusing on two highly mooted questions of the
day: did Christ’s human soul exist prior to the incarnation, and is the title
‘Son of God’ ever given to the pre-incarnate second person of the
Godhead? Answering ‘No’ and ‘Yes’ respectively to these questions,
Fuller later declared that wrestling with these Christological issues at an
carly stage in his theological carcer equipped him to be a defender of
orthodox Christology later in his life. It should be noted that Christological
debates centred around the pre-existence of Christ’s human soul and the
eternal Sonship raged in High Calvinist circles well into the nineteenth
century.

The free offer of salvation

Meanwhile Fuller was ir iersing himself in John Gill’'s A Body of
Doctrinal Divinity, various tracts and sermons by John Brine, as well as the
works of John Bunyan. He read most of Gill’'s A Body of Doctrinal
Divinity, found much that was helpful in it, but was deeply troubled by the
evident differences between Gill and Bunyan. Both were ardent Calvinists,
but whereas Bunyan recommended ‘the free offer of salvation to sinners’,
Gill did not. Fuller wrongly concluded that though Bunyan was ‘a great
and good man’, he was not as clear as Gill regarding the gospel. Yet, as
Fuller perused the writings of other sixteenth- and seventeenth-century
authors, in particular those of the Puritan theologian John Owen, he noted
that they too ‘dealt... in free invitations to sinners to come to Christ and be
saved’. In other words, Fuller had discerned that with regard to the
preaching of the gospel there was a definite difference not only between
Bunyan and Gill, but more broadly between sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century Calvinism and that of the early eighteenth century.

...There had begun in Andrew Fuller an understanding of profound truth. In
due course he was to become the author of The Gospel Worthy of All
Acceptation, a book which would, in the words of William Wilberforce,
characterise the author as ‘the soundest and most creatively useful
theologian in the history of the English Calvinistic Baptists’.
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What do we mean by ‘the means of grace’?

The Oxford American Dictionary defines the word ‘means’ as ‘that by which a
result is brought about’. Thus, the means of grace are channels by which God
conveys his blessings to people. The Westminster Larger Catechism defines the
means of grace as ‘the outward and ordinary means whereby Christ communi-
cates to his Church the benefits of his mediation [i.e. death]’.

To illustrate this think of a garden hose. A hose is not special in itself, but it is the
channel through which life-giving and refreshing water flows. So it is with the
means of grace. In and of themselves they are not special, but are the avenues
and channels through which God’s life-giving and refreshing blessings flow.
Through the means of grace, God imparts strength, peace, comfort, instruction,
direction, reproof, rebuke, joy and many other things that are needful for the
Christian life.

While the term ‘means of grace’ is not found in the Bible, it is nevertheless a
proper designation of that which is taught in the Bible. There are two types of
means of grace: private and public. The rest of this study will deal with the
different aspects of each type.

What are the private means of grace?

1. The first private means of grace is reading the Word of God.

God has given us a book in which he speaks to us. God no longer speaks in an
audible voice, as in times past, but speaks to us through his Son (Heb 1:1-4). And
his Son, Christ Jesus, speaks to us in the Holy Scriptures, the Bible. It is in the
sacred pages of his Word that he speaks with a voice that can wake the dead and
give life.

The Holy Bible was written by holy men of God as they were inspired and
moved along by the Holy Spirit. It is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction
and knowledge. God is its author, salvation its end, and truth without any
mixture of error its content. The Bible principally teaches what people are to
believe about God, and what duty God requires of them. It reveals the principles
by which God will judge us and it is the supreme standard by which all human
conduct, creeds and opinions  ould be tried. Therefore, as J C Ryle says,

Make it a part of every day’s business to read and meditate on some
portion of God’s Word. Yesterday’s bread will not feed the labourer
today, and today’s bread will not feed the labourer tomorrow. Gather
your manna fresh every morning. Choose your own seasons and hours.
Do not scramble over and hurry your reading. Give your Bible the best,
and not the worst of your time. Read all of the Bible and read it in an
orderly way. I fear there are many parts of the Word which some people
never read at all. To this habit may be traced that lack of broad, well-
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proportioned views of truth, which is so common in this day. I believe
it is by far the best plan to begin in the Old and New Testaments at the
same time — to read each straight through to the end and then begin
again. Read the Bible in a spirit of obedience and self-application. Sit
down to the study of it with a daily determination that you will live by
its rules, rest on its statements, and act on its commands. That Bible is
read best which is practised most.

This is the means whereby God speaks to his people. As Christians read the
Bible, God blesses and strengthens them with all they need for their daily
walk.

2. The second private means of grace is prayer.

What is prayer? Prayer is one way in which the Christian cultivates a living rela-
tionship with the living God. Prayer in personal devotions is indispensable. It
involves talking to and communing with God. In this communion we offer up
our heart-felt desires. It is how believers converse ‘face-to-face’ with God. The
Old Testament gives numerous examples: Genesis 18:23ff; Exodus 5:22,
6:1,10,12,28-30; Deuteronomy 3:23-26; Psalm 27:8. The New Testament
summarises the same in Acts 13:1-2.

Asking God for the good things he has promised each of his children is a vital
part of prayer (Matt 7:7,11; Luke 11:5-13; Col 1:9-12; James 1:5-6). According
to Philippians 4:6-7, prayer is a key to a Christian experiencing God’s peace. It
is also the means by which you surrender your will to God (see the Lord Jesus’
example in Matthew 26:39,42.44).

There are several parts to prayer. Prayer may include one or more of the
following: adoration and praise, thanksgiving, confession of sin, supplication,
intercession, and dedication of ourselves to God.

According to Ephesians 6:18 and Jude 20, prayer is to be in the Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is the one who helps Christians pray. He attests to the spirits of believers
that they are the children of God and causes them to cry out ‘Abba, Father’ (Rom
8:15; Gal 4:6). He prompts Christians to pray by bringing to mind the words and
promises of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 14:26). He also burdens our hearts for
others (Rom 10:1 cf 9:1-2). Therefore when you do not feel like praying, ask
God the Holy Spirit to help you to pray.

Christ has given his people a pattern to help them pray. It is often called ‘The
Lord’s Prayer’ and is found in Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:1-4. This pattern of
prayer was not given to be recited as a ritual in private or in public. Reciting this
prayer does not discharge your obligation to pray. Instead, Christ gave it to teach
believers how to pray properly. There are six petitions in the prayer. The first
three deal with God’s priorities and the last three address our needs. In this
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pattern, Christ is teaching us that before we can pray for our needs, we must first
pray for God’s priorities.

3. The last private means of grace is meditation.

After the Christian has come into the presence of God by reading the Scriptures
and praying, he nurtures what he received by meditating. Thomas Watson, one
of the Puritans, has said, ‘Meditation is like the watering of the seed, it makes the
fruits of grace to flourish.’

Meditation is to our soul what digestion is to our body. C H Spurgeon gave good
instruction when he said:

Our bodies are not supported by merely taking food into the mouth, but
the process which really supplies the muscle, and the nerve, and the
sinew, and the bone, is the process of digestion. It is by digestion that
the outward food becomes assimilated with the inner life. And so it is
with our souls; they are not nourished merely by what we hear going
hither and thither, and listening awhile to this and then to that, and then
to the other. Hearing, reading, marking, and learning all require
inwardly digesting; and the inward digesting of the truth lies in the
meditating upon it.

The attitude of the psalmist David was, ‘I will meditate on your precepts, and
contemplate your ways. I will delight myself in your statutes; I will not forget
your Word’ (Psalm 119:15-16). He knew the value of meditation, as a private
means of grace, some 700 years before Christ was born.

What are the public means of grace?

L. Assembling together for worship is the first public means of grace.

God never intended the true believer to live the Christian life alone. After
Christ’s ascension, the apostles went everywhere starting churches and
ordaining elders in each (Acts 14:23). They did this so that the young Christians
could be strengthened, encouraged, guided, instructed, and above all worship
God together. God, not man, ordained that by publicly assembling for worship,
each believer would receive divine help and blessing for the days ahead.
Together the people of God would not only receive God’s benediction, but
mutually fortify one another. Christians are commanded not to forsake the
assembling of themselves together in public worship (Heb 10:25).

Historically, Christian churches have always worshipped on Sunday. It was on
Sunday, the first day of the week, that the Lord Jesus rose from the dead and
secured the fall of Satan’s empire. Fifty days later, at Pentecost, again on the first
day of the week, the Holy Spirit came as a mighty rushing wind filling and
empowering the Church. Since then Christians have met on Sundays, the first,
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best, and brightest of days, to worship the first, best, and brightest of beings, the
LORD God of hosts and his Son Jesus Christ (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 16:2).

The elements of public worship are: public reading of Scripture, joined with
preaching and teaching; the singing of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs;
offerings; and prayer. In the reading and exposition of the Scripture, God speaks
to us; in the singing, offerings and praying, we speak to God. While each of these
elements of worship is important, the preaching of the Word of God is the most
important. Our forefathers realised this when they wrote:

The Spirit of God makes the reading, but especially the preaching of the
Word of God, an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners,
and of building them up in holiness and comfort ... (Westminster
Shorter Catechism, Question 89)

2. The ordinances of the gospel are the second public means of grace.

An ordinance is a custom and practice begun by the Lord Jesus Christ while on
the earth. In the true churches of Jesus Christ there are only two ordinances:
baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Baptism is the first ordinance instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ while on the
earth, He commanded it to be performed by his apostles and churches until the
end of the world (see Matt 28:18-20). A professed belicver who has neglected
this, Christ’s first command, has no right to call himself a Christian. Baptism is
to be performed by total immersion in water, and in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Baptism is reserved only for believers. It is not for unbelieving infants. There is
not one instance of infant baptism in the New Testament. It has always been for
those who repent and believe and are thus converted and saved (see Acts 2:41,
18:8). This ordinance was designed to be a testimony to the world that we are
followers of Christ and to strengthen our resolve to follow him.

The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is the second ordinance instituted by the
Lord Jesus while on the earth. It is a divinely appointed means of strengthening
the faith of believers. The Lord’s Supper is not a sacrifice offered to God, but
only a commemoration of that one-time offering up of the Lord Jesus Christ
himself, on the cross, for sins. As often as the Lord’s Supper is observed, it is to
be in remembrance of him (1 Cor 11:24-26). It should never be missed unless
one is providentially and legitimately hindered!

The elements of the Lord’s Supper, bread and wine, are symbols. Each element
represents a different aspect of Christ’s atonement. The bread is symbolic of the
bruised and broken body of the Saviour, broken because of our sin. The wine
symbolises the blood of Christ which was shed for the cleansing of our sin. There
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is nothing magical about the bread and wine. They do not change and become the
literal, physical body and blood of Christ, but remain what they are.

A careful study of the Scriptures reveals the requirements for partaking of the
Lord’s Supper. The person must be one who is a true convert to Christ, baptised,
seeking to walk in a way pleasing to God, and a member of one of Christ’s
churches. Remember this ordinance was not given to individual Christians, but
to local churches and their members.

3. Fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ is the third public means of
grace.

God’s people come from all types of background. Yet, there is one thing that
unites them all: they are in Christ! Christ loved them with an everlasting love and
drew them with lovingkindness. All barriers fall before the electing, redeeming,
saving love of Christ (see Eph 2:14-16).

Fellowship means ‘sharing together’ or ‘shared life’, especially as it relates to
other Christians. Again, when Christ saved you he did not intend you to live in
isolation. You were meant to be a part of one of Christ’s churches and to enjoy
fellowship with other believers (see Acts 2:41-42). One of the most blessed
things you realised after your conversion is the bond you have with true
Christians.

Fellowship is not Christians socialising about sports, hobbies, weather, jobs, or
politics although there is no harm in this. Instead it is the shared heart and life
with one another in the things of the Lord Jesus and his Word. The uniqueness of
Christian fellowship lies in being able to talk about and share together the joys,
happiness, victories, problems, trials, sorrows, temptations and blessings of our
walk with God. Proverbs 27:17 says, ‘As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens
the countenance of his friend.” Fellowship with Christians, in a local church, is
iron sharpening iron. Fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ is a means of
grace to keep us spiritually sharp and healthy.

4. Corporate prayer (Acts 2:42) is the fourth public means of grace.

The early churches not only continued in the apostles’ doctrine, the Lord’s
Supper and in fellowship, but they were faithful in praying together as a group.
Church gatherings for prayer were one way of bearing one another’s burdens and
fulfilling the law of Christ (Gal 6:2). In the book of Acts, there are many
examples of the early Christians praying together. On the day of Pentecost, what
were the believers doing? Praying! (1:12-14, cf 2:1). Through the means of
corporate prayer, the church saw the Lord God deliver them from the hand of
their enemies (4:23-33). Peter was set free from prison because the church
prayed together (12:5). The history of the New Testament churches is a picture
of the blessing and necessity of prayer meetings.
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ii. Often those affected are seized by a spirit of uncontrollable laughter which can
last literally for days. On The Coming Revival video, Rodney Howard-Browne
reports a man who (to use his language) ‘got drunk on the Holy Spirit and
laughed uncontrollably for 3 days’. This particular phenomenon is referred to as
‘holy laughter® and it has been so widespread in the TB that the movement has
sometimes been called ‘the laughing revival’.

iii. Often, but by no means always, when the blessing is imparted in a meeting,
some will respond by making noises and bodily movements like various animals.
In the early days of the TB, the most common of these animal manifestations was
‘roaring like a lion’. However, s is in fact only one of many animal manifesta-
tions which have been observe I myself have witnessed people gibbering like
monkeys, barking like dogs, and howling like wolves. Here is a description by a
person who is in favour of the TB:

That room sounded like it was a cross between a jungle and a farmyard.
There were many, many lions roaring, there were bulls bellowing, there
were donkeys, there was a cockerel near me, there were sort of bird
songs... Everything you could possibly imagine. Every animal you could
conceivably imagine you could hear.'

These three are the main physical manifestations of the blessing or anointing but
others do occur such as so-called holy drunkenness (staggering about as though
drunk), dancing in the Spirit (tap-dancing, ballet dancing), running on the spot,
and bouncing up and down like a grasshopper.

What are the origins of the Toronto Blessing?

The TB originated within something called the Faith Movement in the USA. The
Faith Movement is better known in this country as the ‘health, wealth and
prosperity gospel’, because of its teaching that Christ has delivered believers
from the curse of poverty and sickness. These are seen as evil powers from which
Christ has liberated us by his work of atonement, so that all true believers ought
to be living in a state of perfect health and material prosperity. However, this is
only one aspect of what the Faith Movement teaches. The chart illustrates the
development of the movement which is advanced by book, audiotape, video and
satellite ministries that literally span the world. TB influence within the
Pentecostal and Charismatic movements is large and growing. I was recently in
the bookshop of Kensington Temple, one of London’s most prominent
Pentecostal churches and found that it was selling hundreds of books and tapes
by people like Kenneth Hagin, Benny Hinn, Rodney Howard-Browne, Morris
Cerullo, Paul Yonggi Cho, Marilyn Hickey and others. The Faith Movement is
also very widespread in Third World countries such as Nigeria where I spent 5
months last year. Morris Cerullo is very popular with Nigerians.

Note from the chart that almost all the spiritual phenomena and experiences
which are now called the TB were in fact already taking place under the
ministries of men like Benny Hinn, Rodney Howard-Browne and Kenneth
Copeland years before the Toronto Airport Vineyard Church took these things on
board. I've especially singled out these three men, because it was Rodney
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Howard-Browne who transmitted the blessing or the anointing to the Toronto
Airport Vineyard, and Howard-Browne has been closely linked with the
ministries of Benny Hinn and Kenneth Copeland.

Faith Movement doctrines are summed up in Christianity in Crisis by Hank
Hanegraaft.

1. ‘Faith’ is seen as an independent spiritual force, a basic law of the universe.
God visualised the universe and then spoke it into existence with ‘faith-filled
words’ — saying, ‘Let it be’ and believing that it would be. Man also can use the
same power and create his own reality. This involves visualising what you want,
and then speaking it into existence with faith in eur creative words — sometimes
called ‘Name it and claim it’.

ii. Adam in paradise was God’s equal, ‘God manifested in the flesh’, the god of
planet earth. By giving in to Satan, Adam lost his godhood to the devil who thus
became ‘the god of this world” while Adam acquired Satan’s nature. Through
Christ, man regains his lost godhood and becomes as much an incarnation of God
as Jesus Christ was.

iii. Most Faith Movement teachers deny that Christ’s death on the cross saves
sinners. What really happened on the cross was that Jesus actually became sinful,
being transformed from a divine to a demonic being — the same thing that had
happened to Adam in Eden. The demonised spirit of Jesus literally went into hell
itself, where he was tortured by demons for three days and three nights. Then
Jesus was spiritually reborn in hell, recovering his lost divinity and defeating
Satan. The same rebirth is granted to the believer, who is thus liberated from his
Satanic nature and becomes a god.

iv. Poverty is part of the curse of the law from which Christ has delivered
believers. Many Faith teachers require money from their followers promising
that God will repay them tenfold. Such giving is called ‘sowing a seed of faith’.

v. Sickness and suffering are demonic powers from which Christ has delivered
believers. We must claim our healing by faith and speak our health into existence
by positive confession.

You will gather from this that the Faith Movement is extremely heretical. The
question needs to be asked: If these Faith Movement leaders teach destructive
error, how can it be the Holy Spirit that is at work in their meetings and
ministries? Remember that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth:

When the Helper comes, Whom [ shall send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of Truth Who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me (John
15:26).

TB roots in Eastern religions

Physical phenomena, such as hysterical laughter and animal manifestations, are
also found in other religions. The great Hindu guru, Swami Baba Muktananda
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(died 1982), transmitted these experiences to his followers by touching them on
the forehead:

Manifestations included uncontrollable laughing, roaring, barking,
hissing, crying, shaking, etc. Some devotees became mute or
unconscious. Many felt themselves being infused with feelings of great
joy and peace and love.?

Muktananda was simply channelling into his disciples experiences he himself
had undergone. ‘Roaring like a lion’ was one of his favourites:

My identification with a lion had become stronger still. I roared so much
that the cows nearby broke their ropes and ran helter-skelter, dogs barked
madly, and people rushed to my hut. Sometimes I would zigzag along the
ground like a snake, sometimes hop like a frog, sometimes roar like a
tiger. My mind was held spellbound watching the extraordinary inner
moods of the Goddess Chiti.?

The same kind of experiences are well documented in the activity of other
influential 20th century Eastern gurus like Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and Yan
Xin, and among various pagan and mystical cults such as ‘Subud’.

True Christian experience

True Christian experience is rooted in Scripture. Jonathan Edwards makes this
point with great force in his treatise, The Religious Affections:

Holy affections are not heat without light; but evermore arise from some
information of the understanding, some spiritual instruction that the mind
receives, some light or actu knowledge. The child of God is graciously
affected, because he sees and understands something more of divine things than
he did before, more of God or Christ, and of the glorious things exhibited in the
gospel. He has a clearer and better view than he had before, when he was not
affected; either he receives some new understanding of divine things, or has his
former knowledge renewed after his view was decayed... [Edwards then quotes 1
John 4:7, Philippians 1:9, Romans 10:2, Colossians 3:10, Psalm 43:3-4, and John
6:45 to prove his point.] Knowledge is the key that first opens the hard heart,
enlarges the affections, and opens the way for men into the kingdom of heaven;
Luke 11:52, ‘Ye have taken away the key of knowledge.” Now there are many
affections which do not arise from any light in the understanding; which is a sure
evidence that these affections are not spiritual, let them be ever so high.*
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Kenya

Pastor Nigel Lacey of Stowmarket, UK is
soon due to join Keith Underhill for
ministry in Nairobi.

Nigel Lacey, pastor of Bethesda Baptist
Church, Stowmarket, Suffolk, UK and
editor of Grace magazine is planning with
his wife to settle in Nairobi in March
1996. Bethesda is fully behind this step
and will be the ‘sending’ church. Prayer is
requested: i. For a suitable pastor to be
found to replace Nigel and, ii. For the
granting of a work permit in Kenya. Nigel
will be particularly concerned with the
Pastors” Training Course which is a
ministry he has also initiated in the
Stowmarket area.

Trinity Church, Nairobi is pastored by
Keith Underhill and Naphtally Ogallo.
They are fully stretched with ministry at
home and around the country, as well as
literature ministry and the Pastors’
Training Course which aims to equip
indigenous church leaders. For the past
decade prayer has been made for help and
now there is much thanksgiving for this
provision which will enable Naphtally to
concentrate fully on work in the growing
home church.

Keith, meanwhile, has also been engaged
in visits outside Nairobi and in neighbour-
ing countries. Recently he sought to
encourage a Christian couple, in a pre-
dominantly Muslim area in the South of
Kenya, who hold services for migrant
factory workers in small one-roomed
homes. Another very needy country
where great advances are being made by
Islam is Tanzania. Following Keith’s
ministry in that country we pray that the
sparks of interest which were shown in
biblical teaching may be fanned into a
flame by the Holy Spirit. In August Keith
ministered at the Reformed Baptist
School of Theology and Family
Conference in Zambia as well as in
several churches.

Philippines

Cubao Reformed Baptist Church (Pastor
Brian Ellis), 55 Miami St, Cubao, 1102
Quezon City, Philippines has initiated
many ministries including a theological
training programme and a considerable
literature work.

Christian Compassion Ministries

The church has now set aside a man,
Arnel Carreon, to lead an outreach to
Manila’s ‘street children’, with two full
time assistants, Madeleine Salmoran and
Maribeth Cano. Several volunteers from
the church give part time help.

As in so many of the world’s burgeoning
cities, children have been abandoned or
have run away from horrendous situations
and exist by begging and stealing, often
ending up as hard core criminals. Others
have families but spend long hours day and
night selling commodities and begging.
Such often drop out of school. Bringing a
message of hope in Jesus Christ must also
include ministry to the physical needs of
such children and their families.

An educational assistance programme
currently targeting 20 children is being
sponsored for children who would not
otherwise go to school. Prayer is
requested for the team who visit and
advise the families. At the time Brian
Ellis wrote the report 15 children had
been enrolled. The team especially seek
opportunities to share with these families
the good news of salvation in Jesus
Christ. A home has now been started with
two abandoned children and two already
hardened and problematic ‘street child-
ren’ from heart-breaking backgrounds. It
is expected that other children will soon
join this new ‘family of hope’.

Brian describes the workers’ longing that
‘God will be pleased to bless this
undertaking and use it for his glory and
that sinners may be snatched as brands
from the burning’.










encouraging. The most popular is the abridged The Sovereignty of God
by A W Pink now translated into other languages including Chinese,
Hausa, Shona, Italian, Swedish, Tamil, Telegu, Neomelanesian,
Sebuarno. Next in popularity is the abridged modernisation of Jeremiah
Burroughs’ The Divine Art of Contentment with the new title Learning
to be Happy, translated into Albanian, Arabic, French, Hindi, Korean,
Nepali, Persian, Portuguese, Spanish, Urdu and Xhosa.

If Scott Hahn has converted to Rome, William Webster has come in the
opposite direction. His book The Church of Rome at the Bar of
History is a handsome bound volume of 243 pages published by the
Banner of Truth.* This work concentrates on the single most
fundamental issue of the ‘Rome versus Reformed Faith’ question,
namely, Scripture and Tradition. The author shows that essentially in all
the foundational issues the oman Catholic Church is built on Scripture
plus Tradition. And so the words of our Lord are apposite, “Thus you
nullify the Word of God by your tradition’ (Mark 7:13). Webster
devotes chapters to the Papacy, Mary, the Sacramental System, the
Eucharist, and Justification. It is important for the reader to be able to
examine crucial original historic Papal documents. 13 of these are
added to this book including Vatican 1 and Vatican 2 on Papal Infalli-
bility. Another is the Bull Unam Sanctam by Boniface VIII which
declares that there is no salvation outside the RC Church. Yet the
Church which is supposed never to change has changed! Whereas
before salvation was supposed only to be found in Rome, now
inclusivism (salvation may take place in other faiths such as Islam and
Hinduism) has taken over. For holding to the old view of extra
ecclesiam nulla salus (no salvation outside the RC Church) Leonard
Feeney, a conservative, was excommunicated. That provoked a book in
his defence by Francis Sullivan. Webster’s valuable book is retailing at
£13.95 in the UK.

For further valuable books I recommend the Welwyn series of com-
mentaries published by Evangelical Press. The main feature of this
series is the provision of non-technical basic exposition combined with
practical application which is sadly lacking in many modern commen-
taries. Gordon Keddie’s contribution to this series is outstanding in
quality and quantity: Numbers, Judges and Ruth, a volume on 1 Samuel
and one on 2 Samuel, Jonah, Acts and James. The shortage of com-
mentaries on the Old Testament adds value to some of these books
including excellent recent additions by Derek Thomas namely Ezekiel,
Isaiah and Job. The EP catalogue stresses that these books are simply
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explained. Here is value for those who have no commentaries on these
books of the Bible.

The development of Christian doctrine in the early centuries is a
daunting subject primarily on account of the conflicts surrounding the
development and eventual clarification in detail of the doctrines of the
Trinity and the Person of Christ. The story is told in an eminently
interesting and easy to read fashion by Philip Schaff’s set of volumes,
History of the Christian Church first published in 1910 and reprinted in
1988 by Eerdmans. But it takes 2779 pages to reach 590 AD. J N D
Kelly’s study Early Christian Doctrines' concentrates more on the
development of theology with less about the human story and personal-
ities and we reach 451 AD in about 450 pages. Thereafter several
chapters follow which concentrate on specific developments such as
original sin, Christ’s saving work, Christ’s mystical body, and the
sacraments. This is a scholarly book of excellent value.

Small by comparison and very different in character is O Palmer
Robertson’s The Final Word with subtitle A Biblical Response to the
Case for Tongues and Prophecy Today, published by the Banner of
Truth as a paperback, 150 pages, price £3.95. Chapter one is devoted to
the subject of Prophecy Today, and chapter two to Tongues Today. The
author describes four elements of New Testament tongues as follows:

NT tongues were revelational

NT tongues were foreign languages

NT tongues were for public consumption

NT tongues were a sign indicating a radical change in the direction
of redemptive history.

Brhe

Chapter three is devoted to Revelation Today, divided into three parts:
What it means that revelation has ceased, The history of the cessation of
revelation and Objections to the concept of cessation. The book
concludes with a refutation of Wayne Grudem’s widely espoused views
on the existence of prophecy in the contemporary Church.
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