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From le.ft to right: New Zealand Reformed Baptist pastors, David Marshall 
of Hamilton, Stephen Turner and David Yan of Auckland and Dajfyd Hughes 
of Christchurch in South Island. See article, 'Round the World in 50 Days ' 

Front cover: Featured on the fron t cover is pastor Tom Lyon and his wife 
Jayni. Tom has been the pastor of Providence Reformed Baptist Church, 
Tacoma since its inception 25 years ago. In his article he points ro the 'lazy
mindedness ' and 'mind-closedness' which seems to be pervasive throughout 
Western evangelicalism, a weakness which threatens our future usefulness. 

ll 



Editorial 

Vancouver viewed from Stanley Park. See article 'Round the World in 50 Days' 

In the article 'The Nations Your 
Inheritance' statistics are cited from the 
new edition of OPERATION WORLD, 
which indicate a staggering advance for 
the gospel during the 20th century. 
How has this progress taken place? 

I will take one example from Peru and 
suggest it as a microcosm of the whole. 
In Peru evangelical progress is in fact 
less than in Brazil, Chile or for most of 
the central American nations. I will 
focus on Sullana, a city of 200,000. 
Forty years ago the grip of the Roman 
Catholic Church was almost total. Only 
a tiny group of twenty gathered in a 
Nazarene assembly. A Baptist 
missionary, Bill Chambers, began 
house to house visiting and established 
a main church plus four small churches 
in the city. He then had to leave and an 
indigenous worker, Angel Colmenares, 
took the work forward. Under his 
leadership the work grew to 15 small 
churches consisting of 35 to 80 
believers each and a central church of 
160. Besides this, 550 small mission 

churches developed, spreading across 
the Peruvian Andes and out into the 
jungles of the upper Amazon. 

Richard Bennett, ex-RC priest, recently 
preached at a conference in Sullana 
attended by 200 pastors, deacons and 
church leaders. The five 'solas' of the 
Reformation were proclaimed. 
Together with a team of visiting 
preachers, intense evangelism took 
place for some days before and after the 
conference. One RC newspaper warned 
against Richard' s preaching. However 
visits were made to villages. 110 lbs. 
weight of Chapel Library booklets and 
tracts in Spanish were distributed. One 
evening designated for rest, Richard 
and a friend Greg Bentley went out for 
a meal and a walk. They were attacked 
by three men. An RC priest came from 
a nearby house and helped Greg take 
Richard to the hospital where he 
regained consciousness after about half 
an hour. Needless to say, both the RC 
priest and the surgeon received a clear 
witness to the saving gospel while 



Chris Good of Wellington, New Zealand. 
Chris and Tony Howard of the Wellington 
RB f ellowship organised the first Reformed 
Conference for the area (see page 15) 

Richard's ear was stitched up. 
Thankfully it was his only injury . 

Richard Bennett maintains a vigorous 
mini stry of warning against the 
compromise of ECT (Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together). He points out that 
it is only by muddling justification and 
sanctification and bypassing the fac t 
that there has been no change in RC 
doctrine, that ECT can make progress. 
ECT nullifies real evangelism as it 
promotes the idea that Catholics are 
real ly brothers and sisters in Christ and 
do not need evangelism. That is 
palpable nonsense and something that 
must be opposed and firmly resisted 
according to Galatians chapter one. 
If you feel that Rome has changed 
and are tempted to compromise you 
can e-mail Richard Bennett at 
mailto:rbennett@stic.net. He will help 
you with factual information. 

The above account is intended to 
illustrate: 
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John and Joan Leevers. John is pastor of the 
Marchwiel Reformed Baptist Church, 
Timaru, South Island, New Zealand (see 
page 15) 

1. That progress has been made. 

2. That this progress has come about 
only through zealous, persevering 
evangeli stic enterprise. 

3. That many doors are open for 
preachers of the Reformed faith to 
teach doctrine to indigenous 
pastors. 

4. That conferences such as the one 
described above provide an 
opportunity to supply Reformed 
books which will be of vital help to 
pastors, deacons and all those keen 
to benefit from our great Puritan 
legacies . 

Useful booklets by Richard Bennett can 
be obtained free from Chapel Library, 
2603, West Wright St. , PENSACOLA, 
FL 32505, USA for example, From 
Tradition to Truth, A Priest 's Story 
(also available in Spanish) and The 
Roman Catholic-Lutheran Accord of 
October 31st, 1999. 



From Mind to Heart 
A Biblical Balance: Preaching to the Mind and Heart 

Tom Lyon 

But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became 
obedient from the heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were 
delivered (Romans 6:17 ASV). 

A most suggestive text, often cited by Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones and 
described by him as 'one of the great striking and outstanding verses in the 
Bible' . 

We consider the following: 

First, God is thanked for the whole complex description. Why? Because 
there is no one else to thank! What they had become is attributed to the 
action of God alone. Neither man's action or some synthesis of co-action is 
entertained. To congratulate any other, or ourselves, at any point, would be 
unthinkable (unconscionable). 

Second, the change of tense is instructive (i.e. from imperfect to aorist -
hupekousate). What they were habitually in the past had been abruptly 
altered -both mind and heart. Conversion is not a gradual change. 

Third, the voice of the verb in the last phrase, paredothete (mistranslated in 
the KJV) is passive. This form of doctrine which had invaded their hearts 
was not delivered to them. Paul contends they were delivered to it. Thus, 
each phrase is carefully constructed so as to ascribe the whole complex of 
conversion to sovereign grace. 

Fourth, for Paul, doctrine was not considerable without form. Neither the 
mind nor the heart can be moved to obedience by a random collection of 
facts strewn about with no discernible shape. Featureless assertions 
without evident structure fail to reach the mind, and having failed there, 
cannot possibly penetrate to the heart. 
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Fifth, the great change herein effected was composed of two movements: 
one of the head, and another of the heart. Obedience, the primary verbal 
assertion of the text, proceeds from these two faculties . A selective or 
random focus overturns the biblical portrait of conversion which fully 
involves the whole man: mind, heart, and will. 

So much for the overall thrust of the text. Theological discipline requires 
more than itemizing the elements of truth; those truths must be weighed in 
their relative proportions and tension. While it is granted obedience 
involves both the head and the heart, not all agree upon the relative 
emphasis assigned. Nor has the modern consensus veiled its bias. Take for 
instance: 

1. Rome's policy of the 'common man ', which resigns the mind to the 
custodial oversight of the 'Church' 

2. Pietism's reliance upon 'inner light' 

3. Liberalism's drift towards 'existential encounter' ' 

4. Neo-Pentecostalism's preoccupation with emotive excitation 

5. Fundamentalism's paranoia, suspecting that Modernism was a 
disease contracted in the cl assroom2 

6. Evangelicalism's general impatience with any complexity 
whatsoever 

The words of Ezekiel Hopkins (writing 300 years ago) sound strange 
indeed today: 'Our age abounds with speculative Christians, whose 
religion is but like rickets, that make them grow large in the head, but 
nan-ow in the breast; whose brains are replenished with notions, but their 
hearts straitened towards God ; and their lives and action as black and 
deformed, as if their light had only tanned and discoloured them.' 

Clearly the scene has changed. Few would nowadays dare accuse modern 
religion of being too cerebral. 

How quickly the heartbeat of one generation becomes the headache of the 
next! When once the mind is portrayed as a stagnant pond of facts, the 
heart is soon lauded for its shallow antics. One does not have to look far to 
appraise the meager returns of such a philosophy. In a technological world, 
religion has retreated into the mist of romantic idealism. 
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This picture was taken after a rally held at Emmanuel Baptist Church, SeaTac, Washington. 
State, supported by two other RB churches in the Tacoma area. From left to right Pastor 
Robert Martin, Pastor Don and Mrs Chris Lindblad and Tom Chantry (see page 17) 

The current disparagement of the mind in religion is advanced by four false 
affirmations: 

1. False definition 

None would deny the heart its honoured seat. The obedience of which Paul 
speaks was traced to its source, that is, from the heart. But this was surely 
no mere emotive or mystical response divorced from cognitive activity. 
Albeit heartfelt, this was still obedience, and obedience requires an 
objective standard, a form of doctrine. To reduce the heart to the realm of 
the subjective, as opposed to the objective, to feeling rather than thinking, 
is foreign to biblical usage. 

Feelings come andfeelings go, 
And f eelings are deceiving, 

Our warrant is the Word of God, 
Naught else is worth believing. 

John Flavel 

Blank animation is no part of either the first creation or the new creation. 
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2. False compartmentalization (either/or) 

The modern suspicious distrust of academic piety has concLmed that a 
choice must be made. Failing to appreciate the interworkings of mind and 
heart, a false option is entertained. Exercising that option, the heart is 
assumed to be the most direct and immediate point of entry. The motto is 
'Be warmed and filled' , but withal attempting to warm the affections 
without filling the mind. This fails. It is forgotten that the first sin was a 
quest for experience, sans (without) revelation. '(Satan) distinguishes 
between theology and religion, warmly advocating the latter in order to 
induce men to abandon the former.' (Horatius Bonar) 

3. False opposite 

True religion's more than notion, 
Something must be known and felt 

Joseph Hart 

Too often the want of heartfelt devotion is blamed upon doctrinal 
precision. The fervor, it is claimed, has been lost in the form. With such a 
proposal Paul would have no sympathy. Granted, information without 
affection is sterile. But affection without information is irrational! The 
notion that men may deny with the top of their heads what they affirm at 
the bottom of their hearts is an absurdity unfelt, and in fact applauded, by 
religion nowadays. Fervour is not lost, but found, in the form. 

Michael Haykin is helpful when he writes , 'Like the Puritan movement out 
of which they emerged, the Calvinistic Baptists (who framed our 
Confession) were thoroughly aware of the fact that the coals of orthodoxy 
are ever necessary for the fire of spirituality. Where orthodox doctrine is 
regarded as unimportant, the fire of Christian piety will inevitably be 
quenched.' 

4. False prioritization 

For true religion to exist both the mind and heart must be engaged. To 
dispute this is to argue with Paul. The question however remains: Is this 
only a matter of presence and balance, or, is there a logical priority? Put 
simply, Which must come first? 

J.I. Packer li sts the first axiom of Puritan thought to have been ' the primacy 
of the intellect' . It was a Puritan maxim that 'all grace enters by the 
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understanding'. It follows that every man's first duty in relation to the 
Word of God is to understand it; and every preacher 's first duty is to 
explain it. The only way to the heart that he is authorised to take runs via 
the head. So the minister who does not make it his prime business to teach 
the Word of God does not do his job, and the sermon which, whatever else 
it may be, is not a didactic exposition of Scripture is not worthy of the 
name. 

The old saying: 'The way to a man 's heart is through his stomach', is 
perhaps true. But on a more profound level it is far more important to assert 
that the way to a man's heart is through his mind. The vacuous lack of 
content in modern preaching, whilst aimed at the heart, finds it unap
proachable. Not only does it lack substance; it has failed procedurally. This 
were to reverse the polarity of the human personality. No wonder it does 
not work! This backward methodology can neither effect conversion nor 
sustain a converted life. 

Joel Beeke hits the mark when he reminds us that, 'The Puritans loved and 
worshipped God with their minds. They viewed the mind as the palace of 
faith ... the Puritans preached that a flabby mind is no badge of honor. They 
understood that a mindless Christianity will foster a spineless Christianity. 
An anti-intellectual gospel will spawn an irrelevant gospel that does not get 
beyond 'felt needs' . That's what is happening in our churches today. We' ve 
lost our Christian mind, and for the most part we do not see the necessity 
of recovering it.' 

Permit a personal illustration. I have for most of my life been fascinated by 
astronomy. I confess to be more intrigued with optics than observation, but 
I enjoy to hear my friends ooh and aah as they see Saturn's rings for the first 
time. Their affections are engaged. But I notice few pause to inquire about 
the refractive index of extra-low dispersion glass or the apochromatic 
potential of fluorite crystal. I understand. 

I also observe most lose interest as soon as I point to some 'faint fuzzy ' at 
the threshold of visibility. A real treat for me, but not enough to entrance an 
audience on a cold night. They retreat. There aren't enough Saturns to hold 
them. No amount of existential (or celestial) delight will capture the heart 
for long without an intellectual appreciation for the subject. The former 
may induce them to venture out at night, but only the latter will keep them 
there. Mindless affection will soon dissipate into a cold sentimentalism that 
has no staying power. 

7 



All of this is not to disparage the necessity of heartfelt religion. Not at all! 
The Reformed faith is poorly represented as a nonchalant adjustment of 
opinion, however profound those adjustments may be. There must be a 
stirring of the affections. It is only insisted that the heart is never struck by 
aiming directly at it. 

Consider our Lord's own procedure (Luke 24:25-32).Their hearts burned 
within them (32), but their slowness of heart (25) was rectified by a 
sustained and systematic mental investment (27). He who rules the heart 
yet pauses to warm their minds before kindling their affections. The 
reverse operates as well. Where God deigns to freeze the heart, he first 
chills the mind (Isaiah 6:9-10). 

Paul concurs, and equally disowns both mindless and heartless religion. 
For Paul, the work of God in the soul moved men to think, and in thinking, 
they were moved. 

JC Ryle was described by his successor as 'a man of granite with the heart 
of a child' , an encomium which reflected a personality moulded by a form 
of doctrine having taken up residence in the heart. This was precisely 
Paul 's disciplined thesis: Men's minds must be informed before their hearts 
can be warmed and reformed. 

Nothing softens the heart like hard fact. 

References 

This article firs t appeared in the British 
Reformed Journal, Oct-Dec 2001 

Emmanuel Kant (German philosopher 
1724-1804) and Friedrich Schleierma
cher (German theologian and 
philosopher 1768-1 834) advocated a 
philosophy which affirmed that there 
could never be any real knowledge of 
the transcendent. We are left with the 
conclusion that our only option is to 
find truth within ourselves . This idea 
has been enormously pervasive in 
evangelical circles. 

2 Fundamentalism was an attempt to 
protect essential Bible truths against 
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modernism which rejected the virgin 
birth, the resmTection, the deity and 
miracles of Jesus and his substitution
ary atonement and favoured evolution 
in place of the biblical account of 
creati on. Fundamentalism was 
ineffective because it often scorned 
scholarship (the classroom). B B 
Warfield and Gresham Machen were 
foremost in providing scholarly 
refutations of modernism. Don Carson 
of our day would be numbered among 
those who constantly remind us that 
modernism must be met with 
scholarship and scholarship means 
hard work. 



James Chalmers - pioneer missionary 

Jonathan Moore 
Dr Moore works as senior consultant for Convergys, and holds a 
Ph.D. from Cambridge University in seventeenth-century 
English Calvinism. 

The Life and Martyrdom of a pioneer missionary 

The year 2001 marked the centenary of the martyrdom of James Chalmers, 
widely acclaimed as the greatest missionary ever, to what is known today as 
Papua New Guinea, where he was widely known as 'Tamate' (meaning King). 
The writer to the Hebrews would have us be mindful of the great cloud of 
witnesses that surrounds us, and to learn from their example and be inspired by 
their faith. Centenaries present an opportunity for us to do this, and in an age 
when pragmatic apathy and rampant unbelief grip whole branches of the 
Church of Christ, the consideration of a man who ' loved not his life unto the 
death ' for the sake of the spread of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ought to 
be of great benefit to us. 

Chalmers originated from the Scottish Highlands and the working class. He 
was born at Ardrishaig, Argyllshire on 4 August 1841 , the son of a stonemason 
near Peterhead. His mother came from Luss on Loch Lomond, and he was 
educated at various Highland village schools. The age of fifteen found him, in 
his own words, sowing wild oats, but also occasionally attending Sabbath 
school. At one lesson a letter from a missionary to Fiji was read out by the 
United Presbyterian (UPC) minister Gilbert Meikle, and Chalmers was deeply 
affected by it, and resolved in his heart to be a missionary to cannibals. But this 
was soon forgotten and he did not even profess to be converted until 1859, 
when, having gone along with a gang of youths to disrupt a series of evange
listic meetings , he heard an evangelist from Northern Ireland speak on 
Revelation 22: 17, and was convicted of sin. 

Immediately and with characteristic energy, Chalmers thrust himself into 
Christian service, soon signing up to work for the Glasgow City Mission, 
which he did for eight months. He was about to apply for the UPC ministry , 
when he came to believe that in so doing he would not be able to fulfil the 
Great Commission. So he offered himself to the London Missionary Society 
(LMS), and trained at Cheshunt College, Cambridge from 1862 to 1864, 
followed by another year at another LMS institution in Highgate, London. By 
this time he was set on working in the South Pacific, and so spent a further year 
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in London, this time learning the Rarotongan language. He was ordained to the 
Congregationalist ministry in October 1865, and on 4 January 1866 sailed for 
Rarotonga, the largest island in what are now the Cook Islands of Polynesia. 
After a tortuous and hazardous journey that included two shipwrecks, 
Chalmers at last arrived at his destination on 20 May 1867. For the next ten 
years Chalmers laboured in this established part of the LMS mission field 
where work had begun in the early 1820s. He trained indigenous teachers, and 
was soon placed in charge of the mission. However, Chalmers was an 
adventurer at heart, and life on this considerably evangelised island was too 
tame for him. He longed for pioneer work on the frontiers of the unknown 
world. 

So in 1877 Chalmers was relocated to New Guinea, where work amongst the 
natives had commenced only in 1871. There were still scores of unreached 
tribes even along the coast, let alone in the almost impenetrable inland regions. 
For the next 24 years, Chalmers was to make the south coast of New Guinea 
his sphere of incessant labour and prayer, amidst constant danger from disease, 
crocodiles and cannibals. By the end of 1878 he had visited over 105 villages, 
at ninety of which he was the first white man ever seen. Chalmers' main task 
was to establish mission stations for his indigenously trained teachers to use as 
bases. His primary training institution for preparing these local teachers was at 
Port Moresby. Chalmers was the first to administer baptism in New Guinea, 
and by 1884 Chalmers had sent out nine New Guinea 'evangelists' from his 
college, who were among the very first New Guinean heralds of the gospel. 
Soon it seemed like the whole of New Guinea had heard of 'Tamate', the local 
name by which he was both affectionately and fearfully known. The jungle had 
become his home, but the harsh conditions were to cost him the life of his 
hardy wife Jane, who died of a fever in 1879. 

But Chalmers also saw long-term value in the systematic exploration of the 
country itself. His missionary travels were accompanied by and even occa
sionally guided by the need for a comprehensive and extensive documentation 
of the local landscape and cultures. He thus also made a notable contribution to 
the development of the geographical and anthropological knowledge of New 
Guinea. And if he was not quite to New Guinea what David Livingstone was 
to Africa, by 1881 he still thought he knew 'more of the country and the people 
than any other foreigner '. ' In 1886, while on one of his only two furloughs, 
Chalmers was therefore able to read papers on New Guinea before the Colonial 
Institute and before the Royal Geographical Society. He was not a scholar or 
linguist, but did develop a reasonable command of numerous local languages, 
so much so that in 1881 he worked on translating the New Testament 
(Westcott-Hort text) into Motu for the British and Foreign Bible Society who 
finally published it in 1891. 



As an outstanding national figure and one who had gained the trust and 
respect of the local people, Chalmers was also highly involved in the 
political processes of annexation and colonialisation. But although 
government officials repeatedly hailed his invaluable service to the 
British Crown and offered him a government post, his role remained 
solely that of mediator. His main concern was to suppress the emerging 
slave trade and to protect the local people from economic 
exploitation. Chalmers saw cooperating with the officials rather than 
opposing them as the most fruitful way to bring about justice in British New 
Guinea. 

By the mid-1890s Chalmers was moving west in his focus, into even more 
inhospitable and dangerous territory , intent on establishing mission stations in 
the Gulf of Papua from which to reach the little known tribes of the interior, 
where the reputation of the natives was fearful. Chalmers sensed that this 
project would be his last, and he was to be proved right. In 1900 another 
preacher, Oliver Fellowes Tomkins, joined him, and together they sailed for 
Goaribari Island in 1901 , not long after the death of Chalmers ' second wife 
Elizabeth. On 7 April (Easter Sunday) Chalmers and Tomkins, with some 
South Sea mission boys and a teacher, anchored off the village of Dopima. 
Crowds of hostile natives boarded the boat and would not leave. It appears that 
in the hope of drawing them off the boat, Chalmers and Tomkins 
finally ventured ashore. There are conflicting reports about what exactly 
happened next. However, once inside a native house, it seems that Chalmers 
was clubbed to death from behind, and Tomkins was shot with an arrow 
while trying to escape. Certainly both were immediately eaten by their canni
balistic foes, and their skulls added to the hundreds that adorned the local spirit 
house. 

And so died a great Christian hero and one who had for decades gloried in 
tribulations. Addressing the annual meeting of the LMS in 1887, Chalmers had 
valiantly declared, 'Recall the twenty-one years, give me back all its 
experience, give me its shipwrecks, give me its standings in the face of death, 
give it me surrounded with savages with spears and clubs, give it me back 
again with spears flying about me, with the club knocking me to the ground, 
give it me back, and I will still be your missionary! '2 Chalmers had shown 
astounding courage in the face of death dozens of times before. But this time 
he was to lay down his life. Although Chalmers left behind no children, despite 
his two marriages, in a spiritual sense he was father to hundreds of New 
Guinean children of light, who deeply mourned his departure. Robert Louis 
Stevenson rightly called him 'The Greatheart of New Guinea' ,3 and his 
legacy of Christian churches throughout Papua New Guinea remains to this 
day. 
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The Romantic Evangelical Evalluation 

But can we, or must we speak with only uncritical praise ofTamate? For some 
evangelicals today, including some in the Reformed tradition , Chalmers can do 
no wrong, and their evaluation of his life is only gleaned from the unfootnoted 
hagiographies of the early twentieth century. A stream of popular biographies 
immediately followed Chalmers' death, many of which were reprinted 
numerous times. Not only were these in the genre of Victorian romanticism in 
which heroes are painted larger than life and any faults or blemishes 
suppressed with the meticulous care of a beautician, but their issue 
immediately followed a noble martyr's death, and, even one hundred years on, 
one does hesitate to indulge in armchair criticism of a man who laid down his 
life for the gospel. 

Chalmers once wrote in a letter, which ironically survived, 'I have to destroy 
all my letters. Anything happening to me, my spirit would grieve when seeing 
others reading my correspondence.' 4 Some of the more embarrassing papers 
were successfully destroyed; both by Chalmers and by LMS directors anxious 
to avoid hurt and mitigate the damage Chalmers' legacy might do to the 
popular perception of missionary life. However, in God' s providence much 
manuscript evidence concerning Chalmers' labours survives. 

More recent scholarly studies of Chalmers make use of these surv1V1ng 
manuscripts, and the result is a more realistic and telling insight into the man 
himself. One such study is that by Diane Langmore, who uncovers much 
material suppressed by his Victorian admirers. Although Langmore appears to 
have imbibed the secular humanist interpretation, discussed below, when she 
conjectures that it 'might have been better for New Guinea had the white man 
never come' ,5 nevertheless , for the discerning reader, it is , ironically perhaps, 
Langmore' s account which proves more 'inspirational' than the suspiciously 
glowing Victorian eulogies. For it is in the unpublished manuscripts and corre
spondence that the real Chalmers in all his humanity is revealed - a sinful, 
flawed and weak humanity , as well as a redeemed and victorious one. 

Not only do we see him in acrimonious disputes over fellow missionaries' 
attacks on his love of tobacco and whisky, and over his bitter attacks on their 
more conservative evangelistic strategies and refusal to join him in his ascetic 
heroics, and in petty disputes with professional explorers over who discovered 
what, but we also come face to face with dubious church principles and 
Arminian proclivities. While his contemporaries were more alarmed about 
Chalmers ' 'Bohemian ' lifestyle (his word6) and generally more progressive 
ethics, it was Chalmers ' doctrine that should have troubled them the most. This 
he had imbibed in his teens from his Arminianising UPC pastor and lifelong 
friend , Gilbert Meikle, and from reading Wesleyan theology at college. 



Chalmers was consciously reacting against what he felt was the terrible 
austerity of Highland Calvinism. Not being himself a serious student or 
theologian, and labouring amongst illiterate tribesmen whose whole 
theological vocabulary he could have etched on the shell of a betel nut, this 
aspect of Chalmers' ministry might be played down by some. However, there 
is evidence to suggest that Chalmers' whole message majored heavily on a 
universal love and fatherhood of God, to the practical neglect of total depravity 
and divine wrath against sin.7 

But it is in beholding Chalmers' clay feet that one is reminded that, although 
he undoubtedly stood as a giant among men, nevertheless he was 'subject to 
like passions as we are' . It is when we get a glimpse of his inner doubts and 
bouts of depression, his struggles and temptations, his unreasonableness and 
impulsiveness, his errors and aberrations, that we are faced with the 
encouraging fact that God uses us to establish his kingdom, not once we have 
become perfect in doctrine and practice, but when we have been made willing 
in the day of his power. 

The Secular Humanist Evaluation 

Yet the evangelical hagiographic construct is not a tenth as damaging as the 
assessment of Chalmers by some of his British descendants. An investigation 
of Chalmers' activity was conducted by Daru Rooke for RDF Media and 
broadcast by the BBC as part of 'The People Detective' television series on 
19111 April 2001.8 Charlotte Sainsbury, a descendant of Jane Chalmers and 43-
year-old mother from Wiltshire, travelled to Papua New Guinea to make 
contact with the local people for whom, by way of strong oral tradition, the 
death of James Chalmers is still a vivid reality. Immediately, on the basis of her 
great-great uncle having civilised them - a word the local people use 
unashamedly - she was offered all that they possessed, and hailed as the 
rightful owner of their islands. But while former cannibals now deplore 
Chalmers' murder, and worship the one true and living God with deep thank
fulness for Chalmers' labours, the descendants of Chalmers apparently turn up 
their post-modern noses, disgusted that he should have had the audacity to 
view his own religion as superior to theirs. Quietly glossing over the fact that 
a cannibalistic 'lifestyle' could perhaps be construed as involving an infringe
ment of 'the inalienable human rights' of the soup of the day ,9 these humanists 
are appalled that he should have committed the unforgivable sin of transform
ing their culture through the preaching of the uniqueness of Christ and his 
lordship over the evil spirits of animism. Today Chalmers is something of a 
national hero in Papua New Guinea, even of apostolic proportions. Yet for his 
sending country this martyr has become something of an embarrassment, the 
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deserving victim of his own arrogant absolutism and dogmatic refusal to 
concede that eating one's neighbour is as legitimate as loving him; that 
worshipping sticks and stones is as salvific as worshipping the Creator and 
Sustainer of the universe and the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The study of Chalmers ' transformation of heathendom through the Word of 
God is therefore a most instructive exercise. It underlines how culture is funda
mentally a manifestation of the religion of a people. They that hate God love 
death (Prov. 8:36), and therefore just as to embrace Christianity is to be lifted 
up from savagery and cannibalism, so to reject the Christian world-view is to 
return to a culture of death. And this is precisely what we in the neo-pagan 
West are witnessing. The internecine murder of the humanist tribes is done 
behind the closed doors of hospitals and laboratories - first built by Christians 
to preserve human life - rather than in the open forest. But nevertheless , 
abortion, euthanasia and embryonic experimentation constitute just another 
form of the consumption of one group of human beings for the pleasure and 
convenience of another group of human beings. It is high time for Papua New 
Guinean missionaries to come to our shores and to confront the new 
cannibalism, as well as the uncannily concomitant reversion to nakedness, 
tattooing and body piercing. For the remedy remains ever the same. Secular 
humanists as well as New Guinean cannibals need, along with the Thessaloni
ans of the apostle's day, to turn to God from idols to serve the living and true 
God. There is no salvation in any other than Jesus Christ, for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. That 
is our message. That is what we must preach to the ends of the earth. And to 
Christ alone shall the obedience of the nations be. 
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Round the World in 50 Days 
Editor 

The city of Perth. In the foreground are John and Rosemary Campbell. 
John is the pastor of the Bunbury Baptist Church south of Perth 

Early in 1988 my wife and I set 
off on a 'round the world' 
itinerary. It was triggered by an 
invitation to be the visiting 
preacher at the first Reformed 
Conference in Malaysia. If you 
have to go that far, why not buy a 
reasonably priced round the 
world ticket? With the backing of 
Leeds Reformed Baptist Church 
and the prayers of many friends 
we set off to Malaysia, 
Singapore, the Philippines, 

Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and 
the USA. 

Again, with the generous support 
of Leeds Reformed Baptist 
Church we set off on October 
17th 2001, for a trip of 50 days. 
An invitation to revisit New 
Zealand initiated this tour. If you 
go that far, why not keep going in 
an eastern direction and earn an 
extra day as you cross the interna
tional date line? 



The first stop, South Africa, was 
for family reasons. By a kind 
providence, our paths crossed at 
Jan Smuts airport with Roland 
Eskinasi who has agreed to be the 
visiting preacher at the next Carey 
Family Conference. On the way 
out a week later, Martin Holdt 
came to see us, also at Jan Smuts 
airport. 

Our stop over in Perth, Australia 
with John and Rosemary 
Campbell was brief, just one 
weekend. At the Sunday morning 
service John described to the 
children Carey 's detennination 
when he did not give up climbing 
a tree even when falling out of it 
had injured him. There is a tall fir 
tree outside the church. Inspired 
by Carey's example after the 
service a boy aged about ten 
climbed to the top, about fifty feet, 
and brought down a crow's nest 
made mainly of bits of wire. 

The time in New Zealand was 
hectic. Perhaps the most 
encouraging feature was the 
attendance of over 200 (including 
children) of the Reformed 
conference in Auckland. Way 
back in 1973 I was the visiting 
speaker in Auckland for the first 
Reformed conference in that 
country. Michael and Priscilla 
Drake (Michael's book The King's 
Bible was recommended in RT 

Owen Griffiths and Michael Drake 

184), and Owen and Kathleen 
Griffiths were very active to 
support that venture. Michael has 
pioneered a Christian school in 
Auckland called Carey College 
[ www.careycollege.com]. This 
College now serves as the venue 
for the Tamaki Reformed Baptist 
Fellowship led by Michael and 
Owen. 

Much of our time in New Zealand 
was used in travel to encourage 
churches: Timaru and 
Christchurch in South Island and 
Wellington and Hamilton in North 
Island. A two-hour slot with the 
students at the Grace Theological 
College, Auckland, was devoted 
to the subject of Who are the 
Puritans? Andrew Young is the 
principal of the college. 

Our longest flight took us across 
the Pacific Ocean to USA. Trinity 
RB Church, El Mirada, Los 
Angeles, pastored by Earl 
Blackburn is full to the brim and 



Stephen and Cathy Turner with family and ji·iends taken on Guy Fawkes night, remembered 
by New Zealanders even though they are about 12,000 miles from the House of Commons, 
London which came near to be blown up on November 5th, 1605 

blessed with students and young 
people. Some way will have to be 
found to enlarge the auditorium. It 
was while we were at La Mirada 
that we took the journey down the 
coast to Westminster Seminary 
West. This was followed by a 
northward journey by road up to 
our first ever visit to Surrey in the 
Vancouver area, where Max and 
Linda Latchford introduced us to 
the magnificent scenic coastline 
and the impressive city, (see page 
one) where we watched sea
planes taking off and landing in 
the bay. One drive around a 
wooded, mountainous coastline 

included a visit to the spectacular 
Capilano suspension bridge and 
Horseshoe Bay. 

We drove back down the Interstate 
5 highway to Seattle. At the 
Canada/USA border stands the 
'Peace Column,' which holds 
aloft the words BRETHREN 
DWELLING TOGETHER IN 
UNITY, and under the column the 
inscription, May these gates never 
be closed. 

Our haven in Tacoma was the 
home of pastor Tom and Jayni 
Lyon. And what a joy it was to 
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From right to left: Max and Linda Latchford and Linda 's fa ther. Max has been agent fo r 
R.T. in Canada since the magazine began in 1970 (see page 17) 

meet up with friends and observe 
how Providence RB Church has 
grown. 

We noticed a dramatic change at 
American airports since 11th Sept. 
Often three hours are required 
before a flight. More organisation 
is needed to avoid over-anxiety 
and panic and to discriminate 
between real threats and absurd 
things such as closing down the 
whole of the vast Atlanta Airport 
because one football fan could not 
stand the long queue, broke rank 
and sprinted towards the gate for 
his flight. He simply could not 
bear the thought of missing the 
game! Surely a sheriff endued 
with above average common 

sense could be appointed for each 
airport to distinguish between the 
sinister and the silly and make 
better decisions? Thankfully the 
sprinter was not shot though 
heavily armed federal troops are 
present in all the airports . 

Our description ends here as we 
forward this report, having two 
weeks to go. We travel by faith 
and with a lot of care, especially 
on the American roads. These 
often have four lanes each way 
with outlets both sides, and can be 
a nightmare for those accustomed 
to driving on the left rather than 
right hand side. Hopefully we will 
complete the remammg two 
weeks . 



I Will Build My Church 

The building of the Church of Christ through twenty centuries 
An article based on Sinclair Ferguson's survey of twenty centuries 

This article is based on Dr Sinclair Ferguson 's survey of Church 
history,fromfour cassettes recorded on both sides by St George's-Tron 
Parish Church cassette ministry, Buchanan Street, GLASGOW G2, 
Scotland. £9.00 including postage, for packaged set of four audio 
cassettes. 

Sinclair Ferguson is to be warmly congratulated on a truly wonderful idea, 
namely, the popularising of Church history. The cassettes consist of a series of 
twelve minute overviews which took place as part of the regular Sunday 
evening services. Each sketch concludes with a hymn from the century 
reviewed. The selection is found at the end of this review. 

The main purpose of this perspective is to encourage pastors to initiate their 
own series. Few ministers have a grasp of the whole sweep of Church history. 
Many will admit that they know little of the period between 400 and 1400. But 
there may be those in an assembly who have a fl.air for Church history who can 
share the study involved to present compact presentations. As part of the 
worship services many churches now include a focus on how the Lord is 
building his world-wide Church today. Some assemblies devote one Lord's 
day every month to missions, focusing in particular on their own missionaries 
or those well known to the members. 

Dr Ferguson warns sternly against the heresy of modernity, the mentality of 
only being concerned about our present generation. This is illustrated in a 
popular media questionnaire circulated in Britain at the end of the millennium: 
'Who do you think were the two leading figures of the last 1000 years?' The 
result: 'Nelson Mandela and Lady Diana!' How many of our young people 
would be able to suggest Martin Luther and Oliver Cromwell and give reasons 
for that choice? 

As we begin it is helpful to note that in very general terms twenty centuries can 
be divided into three sections: Up to 600, when central doctrines were 
hammered out at the great Councils of the Church, the second part, often 
referred to as the middle ages or the dark ages, 600 to 1500, and the third, the 
modern period, from 1500 to the present. 
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It is a mistake to ignore the dark ages. Christ has been building his Church 
during every century. In spite of enors and sinfulness the Church is growing 
and is now far larger than it has ever been (see pages 31 and 32). Christianity 
has blossomed to become more and more international. Anyone embarking on 
a series of presentations will need to think in terms of two, three or more 
sessions for the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries compared with one on each for 
the early centuries. 

1 to 100 - the 1st century 

Jesus began to build his New Testament Church on the day of Pentecost. 3000 
from all over the then-known world were converted. From Jerusalem the 
gospel burst out across Judea, Samaria and then across the nations. The book 
of Acts is where the history of the Church begins. Acts describes the ministries 
of Peter and Paul. The apostles set out to fulfil the great commission. Among 
them was the apostle Thomas who preached the gospel in India in the state we 
now know as Kerala. The most dreadful and cruel persecution, a holocaust, 
was unleashed against the Christians by the emperor Nero but this could not 
stop the growth and spread of the Church. 

100 to 200 - the 2nd century 

Throughout this century there was opposition to the Christian Church. This 
came in two forms. The first was the most blatant persecution with the 
martyrdom of many. To deny that Caesar was Lord was to be sentenced to 
death. Polycarp, an 86 year old bishop, was put to death because when asked 
to deny Christ as the only Lord he stood his ground and was burned at the 
stake. Many young people were martyred because they held fast to their faith 
that Jesus is the only Saviour and Lord. The second, and in many ways the 
more dangerous opposition to the Church was heresy. Gnosticism was 
spreading during this century, the denial that Christ could really have become 
a man. The idea was that the human body is inherently sinful so it was 
impossible for Jesus to become flesh. Heresy is more dangerous because 
heresy can kill the soul whereas as Jesus declared, even though they kill the 
body persecutors can never kill the soul. 

200 to 300 - the 3rd century 

What was the response of the Church to heresy and persecution? The answer is 
that apologists such as Origen sought to defend Christianity by Bible 
exposition. Sadly Origen was influenced by Greek philosophy and was 



misguided in his approach. He advanced what is known as the allegorical 
method of understanding the Bible. This is an arbitrary imposition of our 
human imaginations on Scripture. The allegorical interpretation set the 
Christian Church off in a wrong direction . Another leader of this century was 
Tertullian. Like Origen he was an African who wrestled with the false teaching 
of modalism, the idea of one Person of God who appears in different ways or 
guises. This destroys the doctrine of the Trinity. Besides error, a further 
problem was the worldliness of Christians. Tertullian sought to solve that 
problem by joining the Montanists who were akin to Charismatics today who 
place spiritual experience above the Word. There is a helpful saying, If you 
have the Word of God without the Spirit you will dry up, if you have the Spirit 
of God without the Word of God you will blow up, but you have both the Word 
of God and the Spirit of God you will grow up. 

300 to 400 - the 4th century 

Apart from the 16th century the 4th century is the most important in the history 
of the Church because of the great changes that came about. A milestone in this 
century was the Council of Nicea in 325. In these early times the great Church 
Councils served to maintain unity and deal with heresies. This was the time 
when the Emperor Constantine embraced Christianity. The century had begun 
with the most terrible persecution by Emperor Diocletian who like Adolf 
Hitler was a great organiser. Diocletian tried hi s best to wipe out Christianity 
completely. However when the Emperor Constantine 'converted ' to Christian
ity he reversed the penal laws against Christians. This was good news. The 
detrimental part is that Christianity eventually became the enforced religion of 
the Empire. Natural birth replaced spiritual birth. This means that everyone in 
society is Christian; this is sometimes referred to as sacralism. The monastic 
movement began partly as a reaction to the worldliness of the so-called 
Christian Church. Dedicated believers withdrew from society into 
monasteries. 

This was the century of the controversy over Arianism, stemming from the 
teaching of Arius who denied the absolute deity of Christ. Athanasius opposed 
Arius with courage even when he was greatly outnumbered. 

400 to 500 - the 5th century 

This was the time of the fall and sacking of Rome by the Goths. The Christians 
were blamed. In answer, Augustine who lived on into this century, wrote his 
book The City of God in which he shows that all human empires are doomed to 
fall , but the City of God will endure and last forever. 



Pelagius was a famous monk of this period. He denied original sin and taught 
that man is free and initiates his own salvation. Augustine strongly opposed 
Pelagius and powerfully expounded the doctrines of grace. Augustine has 
significantly influenced the wider Church through the years, right up to our 
times. 

All through the years Christ has been building his Church. For instance from 
432 to 461 Patrick of Ireland laboured ceaselessly to bring the gospel to 
Ireland. 

500 to 600 - the 6th century 

In these early times Scotland was a wild place with people such as the warlike 
Picts who painted their bodies. The gospel came to Scotland through Ninian 
who planted cells of Christian witness in different areas . This pattern was 
followed by Columba, who came from Donegal and established a monastery 
on the tiny island of Iona. Small cell groups of Columba' s disciples spread as 
for north as the Orkney islands and the Isle of Lewis. 

We learn an important lesson from these missionaries that it is better for 
churches to begin with cell groups rather than expecting a single man or a 
pastor and his wife to be the means on their own of beginning a new work. 

600 to 700 - the 7th century 

Dominant in this century is Gregory the Great. He began as a humble monk 
and then rose through the ranks to be the head of the Church. As Pope, he 
believed himself to be the vicar of Christ. Gregory zealously sent missionar
ies all over the then-known world. In worldly terms these missionaries 
achieved considerable success. Whole people groups were baptised. But 
baptising pagans is not building the Church. Nominal Christianity is spiritually 
dead. 

During this century Mohammed became a new and great power in the world. 
Mohammed died in 632. His teaching spread across many nations. 

700 to 800 - the 8th century 

In this time the division of the Eastern Church from the Western Church was 
accentuated through a marked difference over the use of icons. In 787 the 
Eastern Church endorsed the use of icons, which were images or pictures of 
our Lord, or of Mary, or the 'saints '. These icons were venerated. People 
would kneel before them, adore them and believe that their prayers would be 



Hamilton, New Zealand, nurtures one of the finest botanical gardens in the world. Several 
nations are represented. Here f eatured is the Italian Garden, modelled, after 15th century 
renaissance architecture. In the foreground is Jill, wife of David Marshall (see front inside 
cover) 

heard through them. Incense would be burned before them. To us in the 
Western Church this is repugnant. We believe such use of icons is a transgres
sion of the Second Commandment. Iconodules is the name given to those who 
use icons and iconoclasts the name given to those who oppose their use. 

Baptism and the Lord's Table a.re the only two symbols (images or icons) 
given to the Church and we must reflect much more seriously on these than we 
do. Even though the word 'icon' has a bad connotation, we should remember 
that it simply means ' image' . Think of how central our Lord Jesus Christ is, in 
the icon of believer's baptism. We see a tomb. We see a burial. We see a resur
rection. We see the washing away of sin in the stream. When we partake of the 
bread and the wine at the Lord 's Table, we think of his broken body and the 
shedding of his blood. These are powerful living images. 

In the 17th century some Roman Catholic missionaries discovered the 'Si
Gan-Fu Stone' upon which there are inscriptions to prove that during the 7th 
and 8th centuries Christianity had spread in China. 

During this time Boniface, who was born in Devon, travelled across Europe 
preaching the gospel. In one place he came across a tree which was worshipped 
as having special powers. At great risk to himself, Boniface chopped the tree 
down and used the wood to build a church. The tree is known as the tree of 
Thor. Boniface was martyred in 754. 



800 to 900 - the 9th century 

The tension between the Eastern and Western Church continued and focused 
in the two leaders, Nicholas the Pope of Rome and Photius the Patriarch of 
Constantinople. Photius objected to the fraudulen t documents attributed to 
Isidore, which conferred all ecclesiastical power to the Popes of Rome. 
Nicholas loved to have the pre-eminence and wished to be supreme. 

Yet through all the centuries Christ has fulfilled his promise to build his 
Church. We see this fulfilled through two brothers of Thessalonika, Cyril and 
Methodius. They devoted their lives to preaching the gospel to peoples living 
across a huge area which we now associate with Russ ia. 

The concept of sovereign grace was not lost. One by the name of Gottschalk 
energetically upheld this truth. For preaching the doctrines of grace he was 
condemned and imprisoned for twenty years. 

900 to 1000 - the 10th century 

This is the darkest time, the nadir, almost the funeral service of true Christian
ity! Lord Acton, a present day Roman Catholic speaking of the RC Church, 
suggested that 'power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely ' . The 
Church during this period became all powerful and totally corrupt. For 
centuries the papacy malfunctioned. To cite just one instance take Pope 
Stephen. He had his predecessor exhumed, placed in a chair, condemned in a 
mock trial, and then thrown into the river Tiber. Later Stephen himself was 
imprisoned, strangled and his body thrown into the Tiber. 

However our Lord does not cease to build his Church. Notable advances for 
the faith were made among the Slavs and Bulgars. In 910 the monastery at 
Cluny, north of Lyon, was established. From its inception under Berno, for 
about 250 years Cluny set the pace for discipline and reform and became the 
inspiration for several hundred other monas teries. 

1000 to 1200 - the 11th and 12th centuries 

1054 was the year of the great schism between the Western and Eastern 
Churches. The point of division was over the doctrine of the procession of the 
Holy Spirit. He proceeds from the Father and the Son. The Eastern Church 
denied that and held that he proceeded from the Father alone. But underlying 
this contention was resentment in the Eastern Church at the high- handedness 
and authoritarianism of the Church of Rome. 



This was the period of the Great Crusades, which began in 1096. The Crusades 
were religious/military campaigns in the name of Christ. Our Lord forbade the 
use of the sword to advance his cause. Christianity was at the lowest ebb at this 
time. Relics such as the bones of the saints were venerated. There was no 
greater relic than the City of Jerusalem. The great prize was to attempt to 
retrieve Jerusalem from the Muslims. 

Anselm (1034-1109) was a well-known theologian during this period. An 
Italian by birth, he became the archbishop of Canterbury. Anselm was steeped 
in Augustine. An original thinker, he was the first to produce the ontological 
argument for the existence of God. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153 was 
possibly the most influential leader of his times. He corrected the errors of 
Peter Abelard (1079-1142) who was another influential theologian. 

1200 to 1300 - the thirteenth century 

When the Popes were glorying in wealth and pomp rather than following the 
humble way of the cross, Francis of Assisi inspired many when he forsook all 
to follow a life of self-denial. Whereas Bernard of Clairvaux had promoted the 
Crusades, Francis was against the use of the sword. 

Thomas Aquinas (1224-1274) probably the most prolific theological writer of 
all time has exercised a powerful influence. 

Peter Waldo initiated an extensive Bible-centred movement that spread widely 
across the Alps into Italy and survived through the centuries up to the present 
time. The Waldensians were bitterly and shamefully persecuted by the Church 
of Rome. Peter Wal do died in 1217. 

1300 to 1400 - the fourteenth century 

John Wycliffe (1329-1389) was an outstanding scholar at Oxford University. 
He challenged the errors and the corruption of the Church. Wycliffe translated 
the Bible from the Latin Vulgate into English. He has given his name to the 
present day Wycliffe Bible Translators who are dedicated to translating the 
Bible into all the languages of the world. But Wycliffe was also an eminent 
scholar and author whose books had a profound influence. Through him came 
a movement of people called Lollards who sought to be utterly faithful to the 
Bible. This movement spread all over England. 

1400 to 1500 - the fifteenth century 

Jan Huss (1373-1414) was influenced by Wycliffe's writings. He lived in what 
is now known as the Czech republic. Huss became the most famous reformer 



of this time. Although promised a safe passage to the Council of Constance in 
1414 he was tried there and burned at the stake. The reason? He held faithfully 
to biblical teaching and opposed the corruption of the Church. 

Savonarola (1452-1498) of Italy was also burned at the stake. He was a 
powerful preacher of the Bible and rose to prominence in the city of Florence. 
However his supporters could not save him from his persecutors who wielded 
political power to destroy him. 

It is noteworthy that many of these Christians died at a relatively young age, 
Huss at 41 and Savonarola at 46. The martyr Stephen also died young. Some 
like the apostle John and Polycarp lived long and were used by God even in 
advanced age. 

Of the greatest significance in Church history is the Renaissance, which 
blossomed in this century. The call was ad fontes which means 'back to the 
original sources'. Let us go back and study the original writers. Let us see what 
the Scriptures have to teach. There was extraordinary progress in art and archi
tecture, in the sciences and in engineering. The printing press was developed. 
The Renaissance acted as a springboard for the great 16th-century 
Reformation. 

1500 to 1600 - the sixteenth century 

Martin Luther (1493-1546) was God' s instrument to herald a new age. In the 
short space of five years the three principal events of the Reformation took 
place, l. 1517, the posting of the 95 theses on the door of the Castle Church at 
Wittenberg, 2. 1520, the burning by Luther of the papal bull excommunicating 
him, 3. 1521, Luther's refusal to withdraw his writings at a great conference in 
the City of Worms, before Emperor Charles V, stunned the world. 

All this was done before he married ex-nun Katie von Bora when he was 42. 
The Reformation developed in three main parts: the Lutheran, the Swiss and 
the Anglican. 

1600 to 1700 - the seventeenth century 

Although the Anglican reformation was slow and ended in the great ejection 
when about 2,000 Puritan ministers were expelled from the Church of 
England, enormous spiritual benefits have been left by way of the writings of 
the Puritan pastors who formed a unique brotherhood. Dr Jim Packer describes 
them as giants . From them we have received the Westminster Confession of 
Faith. There were three generations of Puritans. Famous in the third generation 
were John Owen, John Bunyan and Richard Baxter. 



1700 to 1800 - the eighteenth century 

England fell into an abyss of ungodliness and ignorance during the early years 
of this century. Then was given from heaven one of the most amazing spiritual 
revivals of all time. Humanly this was effected by a relatively small number of 
evangelical preachers in the Church of England, the best known of whom are 
George Whitefield and John and Charles Wesley. This revival, called the Great 
Awakening, also took place in New England. Jonathan Edwards, whom some 
regard as the foremost theologian in American history , was an eye-witness of 
the revival in New England. In all Edwards wrote six books on revival and 
these continue to be very influential today. 

1800 to 1900 - the nineteenth century 

From the early years of this century, pioneer missionary endeavour spread 
increasingly across the world. Robert Morrison was the first missionary to 
China, William Carey to India and Adoniram Judson of America to Burma. 
David Livingstone explored and opened up Africa for others to follow . Many 
laid down their lives in taking the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth. 
Hudson Taylor with a band of missionaries was instrumental in reaching the 
heartlands of China. 

1900 to 2000 - the twentieth century 

Modernism, in which the principal truths of Scripture are denied, had its rise in 
the mid-19th century. Modernism devastated, and in some instances destroyed, 
whole denominations which were previously evangelical. Seminaries were 
overtaken by modernism and through them a stream of unbelieving ministers 
destroyed many churches. The lowest point was reached in the 1960s at which 
time there were signs of a theological renewal and a fight back. This renewal 
has continued. Sound theology is again being exported all over the world. 
Some suggest that the Holy Spirit has moved from the West to the East. The 
facts bear this out. Moral disintegration characterises most of Western Europe, 
once the cradle of Christianity. Extensive evangelical growth has taken place 
in Korea, in China, in Latin America and sub-Saharan Africa. However unless 
large numbers of converts are fed with biblical material , ground won will 
become ground lost. Western countries like the UK are being given over to 
hedonism and seem to be entering another dark age. Nevertheless while 
contemporary Western society is destroying itself, there are many Christian 
churches that are zealous in publishing and promoting missionary effort to 
export the legacies of the Puritans. 



The most significant book to be published during the 20th century is 
OPERATION WORLD. This is an update on the fulfilling of the Great 
Commission, and outlines what still has to be achieved. 

Hymns through the centuries 

Those who purchase the cassettes reviewed above will enjoy the congrega
tional singing at St George's -Tron Parish Church where the new hymn book 
PRAISE! is used. (P with the number indicates that the hymn is from 
PRAISE! , published by Praise Trust, Box 359, Darlington, DL3 8YD, UK 
www.praise.org.uk). Those who may wish to follow up the idea of a series on 
history will doubtless wish to make their own choices as I have done for 19, 20 
and 21. 

Century: 

1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Timothy Dudley-Smith P628 

2. Lead, holy Shepherd, lead us, Clement of Alexandra 

3. Praise ye the Lord, ye servants of the Lord; from a 3rd century ms 

4. Saviour of the nations, come, Ambrose of Milan 

5. I bind myself to God today, St Patrick (389-461) P842 

6. Christ is the world 's Redeemer, St Columba (521-587) P289 

7. A great and mighty wonder, Germanus of Constantinople 

8. The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out, St John of Damascus P472 

9. All glory, praise and honour, Theodulph of Orleans P407 

10. Corne, 0 Creator, Spirit blessed, author unknown 

11-12. Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, Bernard of Clairvaux P731 

13-14. All creatures of our God and King, St Francis of"Assisi P203 

15. Come down, 0 love divine, Bianco da Sienna 

16. Our God stands like a fortress rock, Martin LutherP888 

17. The strife is past, the battle done; author unknown P4 73 

18. And can it be that I should gain ... ? Charles Wesley P776 

19. Hail to the Lord ' s anointed, James Montgomery P484 

20. We all are one in mission ; Rusty Edwards P630 

21. God of the world 's great cities, Christopher Idle P62l 
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News 

Sierra Leone 

A Report from Mike and Vi Webb 

The first Christians to settle in Sierra 
Leone, generally freed slaves, were 
'Strict Baptists' from the US and UK, 
and members of the Countess of 
Huntingdon Connection, Methodists 
and Quakers from America. Sadly 
today, some two hundred years later, 
there is no visible sign of the 
Reformed theological heritage that 
one could expect in some of these 
churches. 

The annual four-day Convention of 
the Evangelical Fellowship of Sierra 
Leone (EFSL) was held recently at 
the University of Sierra Leone 
campus on the hill above Freetown. 
The theme was 'The Unchanging 
Gospel in a Changing World ' . The 
EFSL is an umbrella organisation of 
16 denominations (including the 
Baptists, Wesleyans, the Countess of 
Huntingdon, and Assemblies of God) 
and 24 para-church groups. It was 
founded 41 years ago as a response to 
the liberalism of the United Council 
of Churches. Nearly half the 320 
people attending the convention were 
pastors. 

At an evening meeting Mike Webb, 
an Unevangelised Fields Mission 
missionary who, with his wife, is 
working with the EFSL, challenged 
the delegates with a paper 
'Maintaining the Evangelical Truth ' . 
The speaker on the last morning of 
the Convention was the Rev. Peter 

Milsom (Director of UFM World 
Wide). He preached from I 
Corinthians 1: 1-9. It was an example 
of expository preaching that is greatly 
needed here. 

Sierra Leone has slipped out of the 
headlines because the fighting and the 
atrocities have largely ceased. The 
rebels are somewhat reluctantly 
disarming but still, by fear, maintain 
control of many areas. Travel outside 
the capital, Freetown, is not generally 
advised for foreigners. The cruel war, 
that caused so much death and 
destruction and left many mutilated, 
has created a legacy of bitterness, 
distrust and fear that will take many 
years to erase. Nevertheless, in this 
land where Islam is the religion of 
more than 50% of the 4.5 million 
population, the Christians are 
determined to take advantage of the 
current situation to evangelise and 
plant churches. Resources of money 
and people are scarce. This is one of 
the poorest countries in the world and 
many Christians prefer to stay within 
the relative safety and prosperity of 
the capital but the greatest spiritual 
needs are in the provinces. Outside 
Freetown communications are 
difficult, roads are in disrepair and 
many schools, clinics, houses etc. 
have been destroyed. Farms have not 
been cultivated and implements and 
seeds are scarce despite the cmrent 
efforts of the aid agencies. Mike and 
Vi Webb have made visits into the 
provinces to assess something of the 
spiritual needs. They have set up a 
fund to help resettle pastors and to 



place evangelists in areas devoid of 
Christian witness. 

USA Chapel Library 

Mount Zion Bible Church of 
Pensacola, Inc. , was initiated by 
pastor LeeRoy Shelton Jr. in 1978. 
He cherished the vision to provide 
free grace literature without charge 
for the developing world where such 
help is needed. 

Today there is a printing factory and 
offices to house a variety of 
ministries. Adjacent is an auditorium 
for church meetings. The printing 
presses produce books and booklets. 
There are 800 titles available in 
English, Spanish, Portuguese, and 
Russian. 18,000 copies of the 48 page 
free quarterly magazine, Free Grace 
Broadcaster, are mailed. Each issue 
is devoted to a theme. Autumn 2001 
issue is devoted to the post
September 11 theme, 'God's 
Warnings - when a nation is under 
divine correction', gleaned from 
Ralph Erskine, William Romaine, 
Stephen Charnock, John Newton, 
James Hervey and Andrew Bonar. 

Included in the ministry of Chapel 
Library is a service to prison 
chaplains and prisoners in over 1,000 
prisons, mostly in the USA. There is 
an audiocassette ministry from a 
library of 8,000 sermons including 
1,700 by Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones. 

A further rapidly expanding ministry 
is the Chapel Library website: 
www .mountzion.org 

In view of the ever-increasing 
worldwide need for theological 
training that is experimental and 
practical rather than merely 
academic, it is encouraging to 
observe the growth of Mount Zion 
Bible Institute (MZBI). This consists 
of correspondence courses for 
individuals , church groups, prison 
chaplains and pastors who use them 
for training members. The courses are 
used widely by pastors in Africa and 
Asia. There are five branches in 
Nigeria, three in Uganda, six in 
Zambia, three in Malawi and three in 
the Philippines. The courses can be a 
means of unity and fellowship . For 
instance 50 students of MZBI 
gathered recently at Limbe, Malawi, 
under the leadership of pastor Roy 
Kamwana. The courses deal with 
themes including the doctrine of 
salvation by grace, prayer, practical 
walking with God, Church history , 
the attributes of God, and the doctrine 
of the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit. The materials are all drawn 
from Puritan sources where many of 
us began our pilgrimage in the 
Reformed faith. 

Are there new young believers 
around you? It may be that this is the 
kind of material you are looking for to 
encourage them to develop a personal 
discipline in study. 

The details are as follows : 
www.TheBiblelnstitute.org 
Email: school@mountzion.org 
Postal address: MZBI, 2603 West 
Wright Street, PENSACOLA, FL 
32505, USA 
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'The Nations Your Inheritance' 

Editor 

In the article I will build my Church, 
Sinclair Ferguson suggests that 
OPERATION WORLD (OW) is the 
most significant book of the 20th 
century. The reason is obvious. This 
book (see review in RT 184) is an 
update on progress toward fulfilment 
of the Great Commission (Matt 
28: 16-20). The fifth edition was 
published in 1993, the sixth edition in 
2001. 

Designed to encourage intercession, 
this handbook more than ever alerts 
evangelicals to two major factors that 
work concurrently. 

The first factor is the good news that 
an amazing work of the Holy Spirit is 
going on in our generation. The 
second factor is bad news. The 
unfinished part of the Great 
Commission is enormous. If we look 
at the 10/40 Window (see OW page 
17) and then read and ponder the 
spiritual destitution of places like 
Bihar and Raj asthan in India the 
effect is overwhelming grief like that 
experienced by Nehemiah, 'When I 
heard these things I sat down and 
wept. For some days I mourned and 
fasted ' (Neh 1 :4). Thousands more 
like James Chalmers are needed to 
pioneer in lands of darkness. To that 
end we must upgrade our concern for 
missionary endeavour. To be 

practical this involves providing 
information, exhortation to prayer, 
and giving attention to the calling of 
missionaries from our number and 
equipping and sending them out to 
unevangelised parts of the world. 
Integral with overseas missions is 
coming to terms with the fact that the 
world is increasingly urban. There is 
urgent need for missionaries to work 
in the deprived inner city areas, in 
sprawling slums and shantytowns. 
That requires a sacrifice and 
commitment even greater than a call 
to an indigenous tribe in Amazonia. 

Statistics as at 2001 are helpful. The 
USA is the foremost missionary 
sending nation, 60,000 missionaries 
compared with Korea 12,000, the UK 
10,000, Brazil 4,700, Germany 4,000, 
Australia 4,300, South Africa 2,600, 
Mizoram 2,000, New Zealand 1,800 
and Norway 1,000. But how many of 
these workers are 'grace' missionar
ies with a real saving message? 

The movement of the Holy Spirit 
from Western Europe (given up to 
post-modernism philosophy and 
hedonism) to the East is noteworthy. 
This is reflected in the overall 
statistics. In 1900 the tally for evan
gelicals (Patrick Johnstone defines 
what he means by that term) for 
sub-Saharan Africa was 1.6 million 



Bible-believers. It is now 116 million. 
For Latin America in 1900 it was 
700,000. It is now 55 million. For 
Asia it was 4 million. It is now 193 
million. Part of the Asian figure is the 
growth of the Church in China since 
1977, which has no parallels in 
history. 

There is a problem with all these 
statistics. How real are they? We can 
be naive on the one hand but on the 
other we can be cynical. We can be so 
biased that we discount and discredit 
all denominations not our own. The 
apostle Paul did not write off the 
Corinthian church even t11ough it was 
a mass of doctrinal and practical 
confusion compared with our well
ordered churches. 

There is overwhelming evidence that 
a megashift is taking place. One 
measure of this is to note the extent of 
church planting. For instance in 
Nicaragua, typical of mid-Latin 
America, there were 320 evangelical 
churches in 1960. There are 7 ,000 
today. When in northern 
Mozambique this year (see report in 
RT 184) I was impressed by the rapid 
progress in chmch planting. It does 
not surprise me to read that evangeli
cals have more than doubled there 
since 1988. 

The carefully researched statistics in 
OW point to the worldwide call for 
reliable biblical materials to feed the 
flock of God. Though small in 
comparison to the ocean of need it is 
encourOaging to observe that the 
reformed theological renewal , which 
has impacted our lives, is developing 
rn other nations where English is 

used. English is the official national 
language for almost one third of the 
world's population (1895m). But the 
availability of Reformed literature is 
increasing in Spanish, which is the 
official language in nations adding up 
to 336m, and French 289m, 
Portuguese 215m, and Russian 207m. 
Our readers will be interested to 
know that the largest Reformed 
Baptist church in the world is in the 
Dominican Republic and is Spanish 
speaking. 

Part of the good news reported in OW 
is that for the first time the gospel has 
blossomed in nations such as 
Mongolia and Nepal. A massive leap 
forward has taken place in spite of 
horrendous persecution and poverty 
in places like Ethiopia and Southern 
Sudan. Also tribes hardly known a 
generation ago have been 
evangelised. The Quichua of Ecuador 
is an example. There were only 120 
believers in 1967. Now several 
LOO,OOOs of the 3m Quichua profess 
faith. 

OW helps participation in the 
promise, 'Ask of me and I will 
make the nations your inheritance, the 
ends of the earth your possess ion ' 
(Ps 2:8). 

To obtain OW outside the UK consult 
www.wec-int.org 

To obtain OW in the UK consult 
www.paternosterpublishing.com 

Website addresses for all the mis
sionary sending agencies form part of 
the handbook OW (pp 733 - 742). 
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