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Mostyn Roberts, Geoff Thomas
Recent pastoral moves in England:

Thornhill - Daniel Grimwade began his ministry at Thornhill , W Yorkshire, on
22nd September. Those involved in the induction service are featured above.
Haworth - After fifteen years as pastor at Thornhill Baptist Church (membership
of SS) , Mick Lockwood resigned in order to take up the challenge of leading the
small membership of four at the Hall Green Baptist Church at Haworth, W
Yorkshire, which was founded in 178S. Since his arrival the membership has
grown to 17 with many more attending.
Sheffield - Spencer Cunnah (see RT 168), for ten years pastor of Penyrheol Free
Church near Swansea, was inducted as pastor of Wycliffe Independent Chapel,
Sheffield, on 29 September 2001. John Waite, previously principal of the South
Wales Bible College, has retired after fifteen years of faithful ministry at
Wycliffe Chapel.
Sandbach. - During September last Daniel Foulkes was inducted to the pastorate
of Wheelock Heath Baptist Church , Sandbach, Cheshire. Daniel formerly
pastored the church at Sandfields, Port Talbot, Wales, where the late Dr Martyn
Lloyd-Jones ministered before moving to Westminster Chapel , London.
Reeth - Re v George Hemming has retired from the mi nistry at Reeth
Congregational Church in the Yorkshire Dales, popular among holiday makers.
David Gregson, formerly of Little Hill Baptist Church , Leicester, was inducted to
the pastorate at Reeth on January 26th this year.
Front cover: Gary and Lynne Morrison, Jonathan, 15 and Michael, 12. On

September 8, 2001 Gary was inducted to the pastorate of Cornerstone Baptist
Church, Bolton, Greater Manchester. Formerly Gary was pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church, Mandini, Natal, South Africa.
lt

Editorial
The Finder is a source index which covers complete author and titlekeyword indices for the Banner of Truth Magazine from its inception in
1955, Reformation Today from its inception in 1970 and the
Westminster/Puritan Conference Papers from 1956. This Herculean work
has been achieved by Michael Keen (emk@aber.ac.uk) and is available on
a diskette or in a hardback volume from Tentmaker Publications
sales@tentmaker.org.uk
This resource often reveals some startling facts. One is that the Second
Coming of Christ has only been expounded once and that was in a seven
page article in the Banner of Truth magazine in 1970 (double issue 82-83)
by Donald MacLeod. Only one exposition on so important a subject over a
period of nearly fifty years! The reason for this may be that eschatology is
viewed as controversial and best left alone. However eschatology forms
the warp and woof of our thinking as Christians. There is not a day that we
do not think of eternity and its implications. If I die today it means I am
absent from my body and present with the Lord (1 Cor 5:8). Eschatology
concerns our interpretation of history. It also concerns the principal
spiritual battles being fought in these last days between the two advents of
Christ.

Marriage or Cohabitation?
Is there a defining moment in the fall of any civilisation? All the signs of
such a fall are with us today including rising street crime and drug abuse.
But the reason for much chronic disorder in society is erosion of marriage
and family values.

Authoritarianism
Baruch Maoz gives some guidelines to guard against authoritarian
practice. Material addressing this problem has been published over the last
twenty years. For example Shepherding God's Flock, Sprinkle, USA,
246 pp (no date), now rare and difficult to obtain. About eight of the eleven
chapters could form part of a new book. Steve Martin of Atlanta, Georgia,
expounds the subject clearly in the Founders' Journal, Issue 15, 1994, as
does Martin Holdt in The Banner of Truth magazine, issue 400. Walt
Chantry addresses the problem in The Shadow of the Cross, Studies in
Self-Denial, Banner of Truth, pp 60 to 65, 1981. The finest

in-depth study is by Don Garlington, Correcting the offending brother,
being an exposition of Galatians 6: 1-5, in Our Baptist Heritage, Chapel
Library, pp 47-100, 1993. David Streater, a Church of England minister,
opened up the subject with the title Grievous Wolves in RT 167.
Authoritarian practice is an essential part of cult leader practice. Sadly
there are instances where reformed pastors have practised authoritarianism. A positive attempt to resolve this problem forms part of Denominations and Associations, chapter six, 1 in the chapter titled Conflict
Resolution.
Where churches are independent there can be no corrective to authoritarian
abuse since there is no court of appeal for an aggrieved party. Independent
churches can hide their doings behind the objection that any investigation
of their practices is an intrusion into their internal affairs. Dykstra cites
John Owen, 'The church that confi nes its duties unto the acts of its own
assemblies cuts itself off from the external communion of the church
catholic; nor will it be safe for any man to commit the conduct of his soul
to such a church.'
Efforts have been made in the USA, unsuccessfully, to correct authoritarian doctrine and practice. However the emergence in the USA of ARBCA
(Association of Reformed Baptist Churches of America) may reduce the
problem. ARBCA is an association of forty churches and is growing. The
former RBMS (Reformed Baptist Mission services) has been assimilated
into ARBCA which concentrates on church planting and missionary work.
What is needed is an association in Europe, Reformed Baptist Churches of
the European Union - ARBCEU. Pioneers of such an association will find
the blueprints of ARBCA helpful.

Reference
1 Denominations and Associations edited by James M Renihan, Cal vary Press, PO Box 805 ,
Am ityvill e, NY 11 70 I ISBN l -879737-46-9, 165 pp, 2001. David Dykstra expounds the 1689
Confession in chapter 26 paragraph 15.

Reform:ation Today Trust
The Carey Conference provides an opportunity for a trustees meeting for

Reformation Today Trust. This year the meeting was attended by Bill James
(Chairman), Earl Blackburn (USA), Hugh Collier, Erroll Hulse , Phil Roberts,
John Rubens, Wendy Sheehan and Stan Thompson. Tom Nettles of the USA was
absent.
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Enoch and the Second Coming
Erroll Hulse

If we were to go down a time machine to thousands of years ago we might make

our way to an open air meeting to hear .the preaching of one called Enoch. The
subject of his preaching is the Corning of the Lord .

'See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge
everyone, and to convict all the ungodly of all the ungodly acts they have done in
the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words godly sinners have spoken against
him' (Jude 14-1 5).
How does this preacher know this? He has no Bible, no Old Testament, no New
Testament. Christ has not come to earth yet and here a preacher of righteousness is
describing graphically his second corning!
Enoch was of the seventh generation from Adam. He was born when Adam was
622 years old. Since Adam lived 930 years this means that Adam and Enoch were
contemporaries for 308 years.
Elijah and Enoch are the only two in history that have been translated physically
out of this life into the next. Both battled to the extreme with the ungodliness that
surrounded them, an ungodliness characterised and illustrated by the defiance of
Lamech who was contemporary with Enoch and who defied God to his face:

'If Cain is avenged seven times,
then Lamech seventy-seven times ' (Gen 5:24).
We learn from the example of Enoch that when times are evil our focus must be on
the second corning. The second corning formed the substance of Enoch's
preaching and walking with God characterised hi s life. 'Enoch walked with God;
then he was no more, because God took him away ' (Gen 5:24). Enoch was
surrounded on all sides by ungodliness. We are too. Our response must be to walk
with God as we are exhorted in Ephesians, 'Walk in love, as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us' (Eph 5:2 English Standard Version 2001). Walking, in
Scripture, is used to convey the idea of constancy. Hence with regard to the old life
we 'walked in trespasses and sins' (Eph 2:1 ESV) but now must walk in 'good
works which God prepared beforehand ' (Eph 2: 10 ESV). ' To walk constantly with
God pleases him. 'Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was
not found , because before he was taken he was commended as having pleased
God' (Heb 11:5 ESV).
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Enoch had sons and daughters. He was a family man. 'He was no hermit or monk.
He did not make the things of this world his life, not even his family. God was his
life. This life with God could not end. To prove it God took him. He changed
places but not company. ' 2
A six year old Dutch girl described Enoch like this, 'God and Enoch were great
friends; God often came to visit Enoch. and then they prayed together. One
beautiful morning the Lord said: "My friend, what about a little walk?" And Enoch
said, "All right, my Lord , I come." "See you again ," he said to his wife and
children, and closed the door. God and Enoch had much to speak about. So Enoch
walked with God. They saw the birds, they saw the flowers, they saw the she-goats
with their little ones, until all of a sudden Enoch was alarmed and said, "My Lord,
we have walked too far! There's your house! How will I ever find my way back?"
But the Lord said, "Well, Enoch, some time or other you are coming to stay with
me; is that not so? So, why not now?" And Enoch was no more for God took him. ' 3
We return to that open air meeting and Enoch's preaching on the second coming.
These are the salient points:

1.

Christ's Second Coming will be Personal

2.

Christ's Second Coming will be Glorious

3.

Christ 's Second Coming will bring Judgment

4.

Christ 's Second Coming will be the Consummation of all things

1.

Christ's Second Coming willl be Personal

In Acts 1:9 Luke describes the ascension of our Lord. He was taken up before their
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into
the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in wh:ite stood beside
them. 'Men of Galilee,' they said, 'why do you stand here looking into the sky?
This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven .'

This Jesus who had been with them and led them for three years, was leaving them.
Their focus was upon him personally. 'They were looking intently up into the sky'
is the way the NIV translates the word gazing (Acts 1: 10). Their whole focus was
on him. Everything they hoped for and everything they knew of life and salvation
centred in him. Their gaze focused on him as he ascended out of their sight.
Note that Jesus is the centre. This is very personal. This is a man who bore in his
body the marks of intense suffering. He will return. Every eye will see this same
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man. On that day he receded away out of sight. On his return he will come closer
and closer and we will see that same man who was so loved by his disciples.
Paul assures the Thessalonians that no believers will be left out at the second
corning. All those who have died in Christ will be raised first and all who are alive
at his coming will join them. That day will be a day of glory for every one of the
redeemed. They will have glorified bodies. Every one of them will be freed forever
from the presence and power of sin. Christ's glory will shine in every one of them.
But he himself will be the centre, and he will be seen as the centre of their glory.
Every one of them will marvel at him. They will view him with glad astonishment
and with grateful wonder.

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him (Rev 1:7).
Note the personal emphasis. Every eye will see him. Even 'those who pierced him'
will see him. The soldiers who drove in the nails will see him. The soldier who
pierced his side with a spear will see him. For all the ungodly Christ' s second
corning will be utterly distressing. It will be horrendous. 'All the peoples of the
earth will mourn because of him.' There is nothing secret about his corning. He
will be seen by every soul that has ever lived.

2.

Christ's Second Coming will be Glorious

There could hardly be a greater contrast between Christ's first corning and his
second. In his first corning he was seen by few . His birth in a stable and his
upbringing in a poor village was hidden to all but a handful of people. When he
entered upon his ministry he became widely known . But then after only three years
everything went wrong for him. He was betrayed, He was arrested, tried,
condemned. When he was on his way to condemnation and death all his disciples
forsook him and fled. He was alone. When he stood before Pontius Pilate there was
nobody to stand with him. He was alone. There was no highly paid barrister to
plead his cause.
His humiliation was abject in the extreme. He could hardly have suffered more
than he did. But he humbled himself even to the death of a cross. He was treated
like the worst criminal. His dead body was removed from where it had been
impaled (how did they disengage his hands from the nails?). His mutilated body
was buried in a tomb. When he comes again he will not be alone. He will be
flanked on both sides with his angels and archangels, 'numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand ' (Rev 5: 11). He will come with all
his people, galleries upon galleries of them (1 Thess 4: 15-17).
We will all be part of that second corning. We who have confessed him before men
will have the privilege of corning with him then (Rom 10:9). When he was tried the
soldiers mocked him. 'They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and then
5

twisted together a crown of thorns, and set it on his head. They put a staff in his
right hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the Jews! " they
said. They spat on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and
again ' (Matt 27:28-30).

In his glorious advent he will come robed in majesty and in his right hand will be
a sceptre of righteousness and power, a symbol of his authority to judge all
mankind. He will come as the only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords (1
Tim 6:6 ; Rev 17: 14). From the lowest place on a cross he will be exalted to the
highest place on a throne of majesty. At his name every knee will bow (Phil 2:611 ).
Twenty-eight times in the Revelation, Jesus is described as ' the Lamb' . This
suggests that there will always radiate in his character and appearance the fact that
he stood in our place as the sacrificial lamb who ha taken away our sins.

3. Christ's Second Coming will bring Judgment
The Apostles ' Creed summarises the principal events of history : 'The third day he
rose from the dead, he ascended into Heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.'
'Those who live in a flood of dissipation will have to account to him who is ready
to judge the living and the dead ' (1 Peter 4:5).
Enoch prophesied, 'See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands to
judge everyone. ' The emphasis in Enoch 's description is that ungodliness is the
root of all unrighteousness (cf. Rom 1: 18). He will 'convict all the ungodly of all
the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly way, and of all the harsh words
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.' The striking and salient features of this
judgment are:

(i)

It will be just

It will be just because Christ will be the judge. ' When the Son of Man comes in his
glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory' (Matt
25 :31). Terrible miscarriages of justice have taken place in this world. Bribery and
corruption have despoiled courts. Witnesses have been intimidated by Mafia.
Sometimes judges who have sought to be upright have been assassinated. There
will be none of that at this Great Assize. This judge possesses omniscience and this
judge will judge rightly (Ps 75:2).

John Flavel, referring to James 5:1-7, points out that sometimes God intervenes in
providence and punishes evil men of power. But this is rare.4 It would seem that
corrupt politicians who predominate in our world are men who use their power for
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their own ends and care nothing for the suffering of their people. There are many
rich oppressors who hoard their wealth at the expense of the exploited poor whose
cries reach the ears of the Lord Almighty. The answer to these horrors is the second
coming. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God ' s wrath, for it is
written, 'It is mine to avenge: I will repay,' says the Lord (Rom 12:19). In similar
vein Psalm 37: 1 and 10, 'Do not fret because of evil men ... a little while, and the
wicked will be no more'(see also Prov 24:19).

(ii) It will be universal
Jesus declared that all the nations will be gathered before him (Matt 25:32). In
another place Jesus says that 'the men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment'
and condemn that generation of Jews who witnessed the life and miracles of Jesus
because the Ninevites repented at the preaching of Jonah (Matt 12:39-41-41).
Chapters in Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are devoted to judgment on the nations
surrounding Israel in those times. The city of Tyre, whose ships visited every
harbour in the ancient world, will be judged as will the great empires of Egypt,
Babylon and Assyria. Modern empires will be judged. Hitler and his Nazi cohorts
will be judged as will the powers of Stalin and the Kremlin.
The prophecies concerning the nations that surrounded ancient Israel imply
assessment and judgment. The Psalms imply that we will witness the Lord's
assessment and judgment of all movements tribal, national and political throughout
history. 'He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity' (Ps
98:9 cf. 96: 10; 82:8).

(iii) It will be thorough
The judge 'will expose the motives of men's hearts' (1 Cor 4:5). Consciences will
be opened 'in the day when God judges men's secrets' (Rom 2:16). An account
will be required for words, 'But I tell you that men will have to give account on the
day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken ' (Matt 12:36). 'God will
bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or
evil' (Ecc 12:14). 'There is no dark place, no deep shadow, where evildoers can
hide' (Job 34:22).
Some court cases take months to process and some can take over a year for a
verdict. This is mostly due to the difficulty of accessing accurate and reliable
evidence and unravelling both sides of a case. But God in his omniscience holds all
the data available. Nevertheless processing billions of people and assessing nations
and movements is a matter of colossal proportion. If history lasts 10,000 years how
long by human reckoning will the Great Judgment take? One Puritan writer
suggested 6,000 years! Realistically it will be more like 100,000 years. As
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creatures of time we can only understand details like this in terms of an extended
period of time.

(iv) It will include the saints
Paul warns against judging each other since each one of us will give an account of
himself to God (Rom 14: 10-13). He assures us that 'we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due to him for the things
done while in the body, whether good or bad' (2 Cor 5:10; cf. 1Cor3:10-15).
What factors will be taken into account at this judgment seat of Christ? Thomas
Vincent suggests four. '
First, Christ will take an account of their graces. The vessels of the virgins will be
looked into, what oil they have obtained; the hearts of the saints will be looked into,
what graces they have obtained. Christ will then take notice what godly sorrow they
have had for sin; their secret weeping and mourning will then be made manifest. He
will then take notice what humility and especially what faith, love, hope, and
spiritual joy they have had, and all their raised affections towards himself.
Second, Christ will take an account of the improvements of the ta lents of graces,
gifts and opportunities of service which he has entrusted to them (Matt 25: 19).
Third, Christ will take an account of their works of mercy (Matt 25:35-36). 'For I
was hungry and you gave me something to eat ... I was sick and you visited me.' It
will even astonish and confound the righteous to hear such language, and they will
say, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry?'
Fourth, Cluist will take an account of the afflictions which the righteous have
endured; especially their suffering for his sake such as reproaches, losses, imprisonments, banishments and buffetings. If they have suffered death, with what honour
will this be made mention of; with what great esteem will he receive and speak unto
them which have come out of great tribulation! Then will they find that their
momentary affliction has gained them an eternal weight of glory (see 2 Cor 4: 17).
It is not plain to what extent our sins will be brought out at this judgment since they
are sins that have been atoned for and blotted out. Also we are assured that the Lord
will not hold against us sins of which we have repented. But an assessment there
will be.

(v) It will be eternal

The great judgment terminates in eternal condemnation. 'Then these will go away
to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life' (Matt 25:46). For the lost
this is the greatest conceivable calamity.
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Jesus describes his second coming as a trap that comes upon all those who live on
the face of the whole earth (Luke 21 :33). John says that ' all the peoples of the earth
will mourn because of him' (Rev 1:7). Those who have gambled their souls away
will experience remorse which is indescribable. The word 'mourn' could be
translated wail. They will be overcome with grief. 'They called to the mountains
and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne
and from the wrath of the Lamb"' (Rev 6: 16).
For this reason we dread the second coming. We fear for those we love dearly,
relatives, neighbours , friends, workmates. One part of us longs for his appearing,
the other seeks its delay for the sake of the lost. We accord with 2 Peter 3:9, 'He is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
repentance.'
Two longings run beside each other. The first is the longing for justice to come to
end the injustices and the corruptions of this world. That is the principal context of
Enoch's prophecy. He was surrounded, as we are, by ungodly speeches, ungodly
actions and ungodly atrocities. He looked forward to the end of the reign of sin.
John Flavel declares that the trumpet sound of the last day will be a trumpet sound
of terror to God's enemies but to his people it will be like the roaring of cannons
when armies of friends approach a besieged city for the relief of those within it. 6

4.

Christ's Second Coming will be the Consummation of all things

Christ' s second coming represents the consummation of all history. All the strands
of world history have their culmination in Christ' s return which represents the
terminus ad quern of his mediatorial reign. Terminus ad quern (end to which)
means that the goal is reached for a course of action. Terminus ad quern also means
a final limiting point of time. This is expressed perfectly in 1 Corinthians 15:24-26,
'Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after
he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has
put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.'
At the time of his resurrection Jesus declared that all power had been given to him
in heaven and on earth (Matt 28:18). This conferring upon him of all authority
followed the ascension when he took his place at the Father's right hand, as it says
in Psalm 110:1 , 'The LORD says to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand until I make
your enemies a footstool for your feet. "' Christ reigns as Mediator and King until
his return. The extent to which Christ will subdue his enemies before he returns to
destroy the last and greatest enemy, death, we do not know. Paul intimates that evil
will flourish (1Tim4:1-5; 2 Tim 3:1-5) but at the same time Christ will build his
Church to the ends of the earth and the gates of hell will not prevail against it (Matt
16: 18). For Christ to subdue the formidable powers and false religions that oppose
the gospel is hard to imagine but we must go by the promises and not by our
imagination. The text suggests 'that as time goes by our Lord progressively
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overthrows his opponents. Death holds out only because it is permitted by God to
remain until Jesus comes back. Then it too will vanish.'7
Having achieved his purpose, the Son hands over the kingdom to the Father. Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matt 13:43).
Everywhere in Scripture we are given to understand that Christ's kingdom is
before his second advent and the Father's kingdom after that advent. This is a
matter of order and, as BB Warfiel.d asserts, 'Nothing suggested is in the remotest
way inconsistent with the co-equal Deity of the Son with the Father and of his coregency with him over the uni verse.' 8
Jesus has taught us to relate to our Father by way of adoption (Matt 5-7) and in the
new earth we will live in relationship to our Father who is over all and we will
relate to our Lord Jesus Christ by way of union. He will always be our meritorious
Head and our eternal security and we will always be close to him and under his
leadership, as it says in Revelation 14:4, 'They follow the Lamb wherever he
goes. '
Prior to the terminus ad quem, the handing over of the kingdom to the Father (1
Cor 15:24-28), there are three events of momentous magnitude and to each of these
we look forward with longing (2 Tim 4:8).
(i)

The resurrection of the body

Some more than others suffer in their bodies as physical death takes hold,
described by Paul as 'a wasting away ' . This condition increases our longing
(groaning) to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling (2 Cor 4:16-5:4). We groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies
(Rom 8:23).
(ii) The wedding day of the Church
We do not meet Christ in our diseased, decaying bodies. We do not meet him in
wheelchairs or with hearing aids or horn-rimmed spectacles, but we meet him in
glorious, perfected, resurrection bodies and minds. Shining in all the saints at the
second coming will be a perfected work of holiness. Thus in Revelation 21:2 the
redeemed are described as those who have been perfected and have been made
beautiful in holiness.
(iii) The new earth and heavens
The meek will inherit the earth (Matt 5:5; Ps 37: 11). We will reign with Christ. We
will probably be very surprised at the sinularity of the new earth with the present
world. 2 Peter 3 suggests that the renewal by fire seems so intense that the new
creation will bear no resemblance to the old. We should note however that the
Greek word neos means new in time and origin whereas the word kainos means
new in nature or in quality. There will be a glorious renewal but the continuity with
the present cosmos will be maintained. Also we should note that the passage in

Romans 8 testifies to a liberation from corruption, not to something wholly
different but liberation from the awful effects of the fall to perfection that was
originally intended. Allied to this is the fact that we were created for the habitat of
thi s world and the resurrection of our bodies will be related to that. Wonderful
though our resurrection bodies will be there will be continuity with the habitat of
this world .9
Christ's return is the consummation of human history . All lines of history converge
in the second coming. For all believers from the beginning of time to the end this
is their wedding day. This is when, as the New Jerusalem, we unite to meet our
Bridegroom (Rev 21 :2). This is the day when we see our Saviour. Thi s day heralds
the new heavens and the new earth where we will reign and live with Christ for
ever!
Evidently the Lord revealed this to Enoch. That accounts for his fervent preaching
of it and his eager anticipation of it, so eager as to seem imminent to him, though
he lived thousands of years ago. How much more should we, who are indeed near
that soon-coming day, proclaim it with equal fervour!
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The Interpretation of Prophecy
Erroll Hulse

Helpful books

The word 'chiliasm' comes from the Greek numeral chilioi which is a
thousand. Revelation chapter twenty is the only place in Scripture
where a millennium features as an entity. Chiliasm, which included a
literal interpretation of Revelation 20, dominated during the first two
hundred years of Christianity. Chiliasm was inherited from Jewish
political messiaism and prevailed until the Alexandrians questioned it.
Chiliasm was prominent in the third and fourth centuries but ultimately
fell into disfavour and for ages was considered heterodox by the
churches of both East and West. The story of chiliasm's drift from the
centre to the periphery and finally over the edge is attributed largely to
the enormous influence of Augustine. Charles E Hill's groundbreaking
thesis, Regnum Caelorum, Patterns of Millennial Thought in Early
Christianity is essential in order to understand the development of
eschatology in the early church. 1 Frances Turretin packs the same kind
of material together in his highly readable section on eschatology in
volume three of his Institutes."
Geerhardus Vos suggests that much harm has been done by the eclipse
of important truths through malformation. By that he means that far too
much time has been expended on details which are lifted out of
Scripture as literal but which in fac t are symbolic. 3
In our day it is hardly possible to take up a book on the second coming
without being involved in extended polemics over the issue of
Revelation 20. The subject of prophecy must begin with hermeneutics.
It pays dividends to begin a study of the last things by reading Patrick
Fairbaim's The Interpretation of Prophecy. 4 The 19th-century style is
hard work but this book is extremely rewarding for those who study it
carefully. Fairbairn does not start off with the intention of defending a
standpoint. His purpose is to grapple with hermeneutics, the keys which
unlock the intention and meaning of the biblical authors.

Apocalyptic language is a coded language. Daniel 7-14, Ezekiel 40-48,
the Olivet Discourse, the Book of Revelation (chapters 1-3 excepted)
and 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 are apocalyptic. The latter passage
illustrates the complexity of extrapolation as Paul veils his meaning in
such phrases as, 'And you know what is holding him back' (verse 6).
Apocalyptic passages vary in character and sometimes a knowledge of
inter-testamental history is necessary in order to unlock figures such as
'a time, times and half a time' - 42 months (Rev 11 :2).
There is fear that symbolism will be misused in a manner which
destroys eternal realities . For instance it could be suggested that hell is
just a figure . But expressions such as 'the lake of burning sulphur where
... they will be tormented day and night for ever and ever' (Rev 20: 10),
strengthens rather than diminishes the terrible reality of eternal
punishment. There are different types of fire including a fire that is
sustained but does not destroy.
Some apocalyptic language such as the 'enormous red dragon with
seven heads and ten horns' (Rev 12:3) is so patently symbolic that there
is no dispute about it. But some battle with the numerology of
Revelation. Jehovah's Witnesses take the 144,000 of Revelation 14 as
literal but it would be difficult to find any evangelical scholar
maintaining that view. 12 by 12 by 1000 is a fullness. The tribe of Dan
is omitted which endorses the fact that the number is symbolic. Some
struggle with the 1000 years of Revelation. If the mathematics of the
144,000 is symbolic why not 1000 as a symbol of fullness standing for
that whole time of the reign of Christ between his exaltation and
coronation to the time when he comes again in his second advent? This
single passage in Scripture determines two schools of prophecy.
Cornelius P Venema expounds this passage in 43 pages in his book, The
Promise of the Future.5 This volume has a foreword by Sinclair
Ferguson who commends the work highly. Probably the best treatment
of Revelation 20 is the 91 page exposition by J Marcellus Kik. 6
The only difference in that school, known as amillennialism, which
holds the 1000 years of Revelation 20 to be symbolic of the whole era
between the first and second advent of Christ is to what extent Christ's
kingdom will expand on earth. Will it expand to fulfil the messianic
promises of Isaiah 2: 1-4 and Isaiah 42:4, 'He will not falter or be

discouraged till he establishes justice on earth'? Will God's programme
suggested in Romans 11 be fulfilled?
1. The first ingathering - Jews and a few Gentiles
2. The second ingathering - Gentiles and a few Jews
3. The third ingathering - Jews and Gentiles in abundance

The great majority of conunentators including G C Berkouwer think it
will. 7
B B Warfield, possibly more that any other Reformed scholar, prises
open what may be in store for us between the first and second advents
of Christ. 'During its course he is to conquer "every rulership and every
authority and power" and will place all his enemies under his feet'
(referring to 1 Corinthians 15 :24,25); 'this reign ends when his
conquests complete themselves by the subjugation of the "last enemy",
death.' Warfield continues, 'We purposely say, period of "conquest",
rather than of "conflict", for the essence of Paul's representation is not
that Christ is striving against evil, but progressively (eschatos, verse
26) overcoming evil, throughout this period.' And then linking 1
Corinthians 15:24,25 with Romans 11, Warfield declares, 'In any
understanding of it, it promi es the widest practicable extension of
Christianity, and reveals to us Christ going forth to victory. ' 8
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Where was God on September 11?
In an arresting 32 page booklet designed to urge readers to heed the warning
of 11th September and be ready themselves, John Blanchard answers the
common objections which blame our creator for such tragedies. Here he
focuses on the central fact of Christ's sufferings.
The man who was God

The Bible tells us that God has entered intimately into the reality of human
suffering and at indescribable cost has taken radical action to punish evil and
eventually to destroy it. He did so in the person of Jesus Christ.
In the smash-hit musical Jesus Christ Superstar, Mary Magdalene sings, 'He's
a man, he's just a man' . She was right- and wrong! The Bible certainly makes
it clear that although his character, words and actions place him head and
shoulders above the sixty billion people who have ever lived, he was truly and
fully human. Artists showing him with a halo or wings have got it wrong. As a
child, he had to be taught to stand, walk, speak and write, and to feed and dress
himself. He knew what it was to be tired, hungry and thirsty. Concerned at
tragedy coming upon others, he ' wept' (Luke 19:41); on hearing good news, he
was 'full of joy ' (Luke 10:21). Even more significantly, he was ' tempted in
every way, just as we are' (Hebrews 4: 15).
Yet he was more than a man. Hundreds of years before he was born, prophets
sent by God promised that he would one day intervene in human history by
sending a great deliverer - the Messiah - who would provide the perfect
answer to man ' s greatest need. There were over 300 of these prophecies,
covering the timing and exact place of his birth, his family tree, his lifestyle,
his teaching, hi s miraculous powers and minute details of the events
surrounding his death. Even more amazingly, they said that he would be born
of a virgin, something unique in human experience.
Jesus fulfilled every one of these prophecies to the letter, and in doing so
endorsed the Bible's unanimous testimony that he was ' the image of the
invisible God ' (Colossians 1:15), and ' the fulness of the Deity ... in bodily
form' (Colossians 2:9). But why did he come? The Bible could not be clearer.
He did not come as a politician, a diplomat, an economist, a scientist, a doctor
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or a psychiatrist, but to deal with mankind's most radical, universal and deadly
problem - what the Bible uncompromisingly calls 'sin'.
As we saw earlier, God' s original verdict on creation (mankind included) was
that it was 'very good', everything in it meeting with his unqualified approval.
Things have changed! Today' s media is clogged with reports of violence,
bloodshed, racism, debauchery, immorali ty, dishonesty, deceit, corruption,
greed and sin of every kind. A terrorist attack that slaughters 3,000 people
between sunrise and noon is shocking, but should not surprise us, as the root
cause of such a horrendous happening is to be found not in American foreign
policy, Middle East politics or religious fanaticism, but in the depravity of the
human heart, which is 'deceitful above all things and beyond cure' (Jeremiah
17:9).

The suffering Saviour
It is this horrific problem that God came to solve in the person of Jesus Christ
- and in so doing he endured to the full the pain and suffering that sin causes.
This has been powerfully expressed in these words, first written in the 1960s:
At the end of time, billions of people were scattered on a great plain before
God's throne. Most shrank from the brilliant light before them. But some
groups near the front talked heatedly - not with cringing shame but with
belligerence. 'Can God judge us?'
"How can he know about suffering?" snapped a pert young brunette. She
ripped open a sleeve to reveal a tattooed number from a Nazi concentration
camp. "We endured terror ... beating ... torture ... death! "
In another group a black man lowered his collar. "What about this?" he
demanded, showing an ugly rope burn. "Lynched for no crime but being black!"
In another crowd, a pregnant schoolgirl with sullen eyes. "Why should I
suffer?" she murmured. "It wasn't my fault."

Far out across the plain were hundreds of such groups. Each had a complaint
against God for the evil and suffering he had permitted in his world. How
lucky God was to live in heaven where all was sweetness and light, where there
was no weeping or fear, no hunger or hatred! What did God know of all that
men had been forced to endure in this world? "For God leads a pretty sheltered
life," they said.

So each of these groups sent forth their leader, chosen because he had suffered
the most. A Jew, a black, a person from Hiroshima, a horribly disabled
arthritic, a thalidomide child. In the centre of the plain they consulted with
each other.
At last they were ready to present their case. It was rather clever. Before God
could be qualified to be their Judge, he must endure what they had endured.
Their verdict was that God should be sentenced to live on earth - as a man! Let
him be born a Jew. Let the legitimacy of his birth be doubted. Give him a work
so difficult that even his family will think him out of his mind when he tries to
do it. Let him be betrayed by his closest friends. Let him face false charges, be
tried by a prejudiced jury and convicted by a cowardly judge. Let him be
tortured. At last, let him see what it means to be terribly alone. Then let him die
in agony . Let him die so that there can be no doubt that he died. Let there be a
whole host of witnesses to verify it.
As each leader announced the portion of his sentence, a loud murmur of
approval went up from the throng of people assembled. When the last had
finished pronouncing sentence there was along silence. No one uttered another
word. No one moved. For suddenly all knew that God had already served his
sentence.

Jesus - September 11 - and you
As these powerful words show, the climax to God's involvement in human sin
and suffering came when in an act of indescribable love Jesus allowed himself
to be put to death. The Bible tells us that 'The wages of sin is death ' (Rom
6:23) and that although he was absolutely sinless, 'Christ died for the ungodly'
(Rom 5:6), voluntarily taking the place of sinners and in his own body and
spirit bearing in full the punishment they deserved. In the Bible's words,
' Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the umighteous, to bring you
to God ' (1Peter3 :18).
Jesus came 'to destroy the devil's work' (1John3:8) and demonstrated that he
had done so when three days later (again in fulfilment of prophecy) he rose
from the dead, a stupendous truth confirmed by hundreds of independent
eyewitnesses, the transformation of his followers from cowards to conquerors,
the institution and growth of the Christian church and his dynamic influence in
the lives of millions of people over thousands of years . Today , he offers the
forgiveness of sins and a living, eternal relationship with God to all who will
turn from their self-centred lives and commit themselves to him as Saviour and
Lord.
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Where does September 11 fit in? Jesus once reminded people of a recent
catastrophe in which a tower in Jerusalem had collapsed, killing eighteen
people. Ignoring speculation about the event, Jesus asked (and answered) one
question about the victims and gave an unmistakable warning to his hearers:
'Do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I
tell you , no! But unless you repent you too will all perish ' (Luke 13:4-5).
The lessons are crystal clear. Some people have pointed to the September 11
massacre as God's judgment on the United States, but this is too harsh a
verdict. We have no warrant for saying that the 3,000 who died were the worst
sinners in the country, and deserved to die while others lived, or for suggesting
that God is the author of sin and randomly selected them to die unjustly. We
are on safer ground if we suggest that on September 11 God withdrew his hand
of protection and in his infinite wisdom allowed this evil attack to succeed as a
warning of the judgment that is in store for all who reject his claims.

Evangelical Press, the publishers of
'Where was God on September 11 ?' make the following special offer
to readers of Reformation Today.
1
5-9
10-49
50-99
100+

pack of 10 booklets £9.95
packs £8.95 per pack
packs £7 .95 per pack
packs £6.95 per pack
packs £6.00 per pack

This offer is only available by contacting Evangelical Press
either by phone on 01325 380232,
e-mail at sales@evangelicalpress.org
or by post to Evangelical Press, Faverdale North, Darlington, DL3 OPH.
The booklets are also available from your local Christian bookshop.
~-----------------------------'
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Marriage or Cohabitation?
E. S. Williams

Essential differences
MARRIAGE

COHABITATION

1. ORDAINED BY GOD
God ordained marriage in the second
chapter of the Bible. God created man in
his own image, male and female,
commanding them to 'be fruitful and
increase in number' (Genesis 1:27,28).
From the very beginning human beings
have been divided into two sexes, with
the God-given ability to reproduce. 'For
this reason (because we are male and
female) a man will leave his father and
mother (the family of his birth) and be
united to his wife (thereby forming,
together with his wife, a new family) and
they will become one flesh' (an
indissoluble entity) (Genesis 2:24).

Secular men and women have set their
seal of approval on cohabitation as a
convenient lifestyle choice. Unwilling to
accept the Creator's plan that sexual
relations should be confined to marriage,
men and women want freedom to indulge
their sexual desires as they please,
without regard to the moral law of God.
Cohabitees want a sexual relationship
without accepting the duty and
responsibility that goes with such a
relationship. Some couples cohabit as a
trial marriage. If the trial works, they
hope to marry; if not, they seek another
partner.

2. A PERMANENT UNION
Marriage is permanent, a lifelong union
between one man and one woman. Jesus
stressed the permanence of marriage with
the words 'Therefore what God has
joined let man not separate' (Mark 10:9).
The lifelong nature of marriage is
conveyed by the well-known words of
the marriage vows: 'till death us do part'.

3. CREATES A NEW FAMILY
When husband and wife unite in
marriage they form something that is
greater than themselves - that is, they
form a new family, with a family identity
and a family name. And when God
blesses their marriage with children,
husband and wife become father and
mother, and their children become
members of the family created by the
marriage of their parents . Children are
known by the family name.

1. A LIFESTYLE CHOICE

2. A TEMPORARY RELATIONSHIP

Cohabitation is a sexual relationship,
usually of a temporary nature. People
choose to cohabit because they do not want
to commit themselves to a permanent
relationship. When the current cohabitation
no longer meets their needs, they want
freedom to seek another relationship.
Commitment to a partner lasts only so long
as the relationship is to their liking.
3. SETS UP A SEXUAL RELATIONSHIP
Cohabitation forms a sexual partnership,
not a family. Indeed, a couple choose to
cohabit because they do not want the
responsibilities that are associated with a
family. Cohabiting 'partners' retain their
own name and each their own identity.
There is no family name, and so children
that result from the cohabitation do not
have a family name; they usually take the
family name of their mother.
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4. CREATES NEW FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS
Marriage unites the families of the
husband and wife, creating new family
relationships. The wife, for example,
becomes a part of the family of her
husband; she acquires a father and
mother-in-law, and brothers and sistersin-law. Her father-in-law becomes the
grandfather of her children, and her
brother-in-law becomes their uncle, and
so on. These relationships are lifelong.

4. No NEW FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS
Cohabitation creates no new family
relationships, for the families of
cohabitee:; are not united to each other,
and there is no legal bond between the
families of cohabitees. Children born to
cohabiting couples do not acquire
grandparents, uncles, aunts or cousins.
Even in these days of sexual liberation
there is a sense of shame associated with
cohabitation.

5. CHILDREN WELCOMED
One of the main purposes of marriage is
to have children. Most married couples
are delighted at the birth of a child.

In most cohabiting relationships children
are not wanted, and often not welcomed
by both 'partners'.

6. HUSBAND AND WfFE
At marriage a man and woman become
husband and wife, the words used by
God to describe the relationship between
a married man and woman. Jesus said,
'So they (husband and wife) are no
longer two but one' (Mark 10:8).

When a man and woman cohabit they
become sexual 'partners'. They are two
separate individuals sharing a sexual
partnership. When one tires of the
partnership he or she is free to change
'partners'.

5.

6.

CHILDREN NOT WANTED

SEXUAL 'PARTNERS'

7. MARRIAGE IS PUBLIC
Marriage is public. A forthcoming
marriage is usually announced by banns
being read in church. The promi se to live
together 'till death us do part' is made
before witnesses, so that society knows
the married couple's intention is to live
together for life. Details of the marriage
are recorded in a register.

7. COHABITATION IS PRIVATE
Cohabiting couples make no public
expression of their intentions. There is no
public promise that the relationship is
intended to be permanent. Most
cohabiting relationships are private and
sometimes secret. Society does not know
the long-term intentions of the couple.

8. CONSISTENT WlTH Goo's MORAL LAW
Marriage is consistent with the moral law
of God. It is God' s will that sexual
relations take place within marriage so
that children are born into the family
created by the marriage of their parents.

8. AGAINST Goo's MORAL LAW
Cohabitation is against the moral Jaw of
God. The Bible condemns sexual relations
outside marriage. The word 'fornication '
is used to describe sexual intercourse
between an unmarried man and woman.

9. FOUNDATION OF A GOOD SOCIETY
Marriage is the basis of a good society. A
good society gives its approval to a man
and woman li ving together in a marriage
relationship.

9.
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CONDEMNED BY A GOOD SOCIETY

Cohabitation is against the moral
standards of a good society. It sets a bad
example for children, and was rightly
described as 'living in sin ' . A good
society does not approve of unmarried
couples li ving together.

10. Goon FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Marriage is good for men, women and
children. It is celebrated by the parents,
family members and friends of the
married couple.

THE REALITY

10. B AD FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN
Cohabitation is particularly bad for
women and children; it is also bad for
men. It may also cause problems for the
parents and family members of the
cohabiting couple.

OF COHABITATION

I. DURATION OF COHABITATION
The average length of cohabitation is
about two years. The majority (60%) of
marriages are lifelong.
2. DrvoRcE

Couples who cohabit before marriage are
twice as likely to divorce as those who
do not cohabit before their marriage. The
idea that premarital cohabitation reduces
the likelihood of a broken marriage is
false.
3. SEXUAL BEHAV IOUR
The national survey of sexual behav iour
shows that, among married men around
90% have been monogamous during the
last five years compared to only 43 % of
cohabiting men. Well over 90% of
married women have been monogamous
compared with around 60% of women
who were cohabiting. According to the
researchers those who cohabit exhibit
patterns of sexual behaviour more like
those who are single than those who are
married.' In other words, sexual
faithfulness is not a feature of
cohabitation.
4. ABORTION

The national survey shows that
cohabiting women are four times more
likely to have an abortion than married
women. The proportion of women
reporting an abortion over the last five
years was as follows: married 2.6%,
single 7.3%, and cohabiting women
10.2%.2

5. SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
It is not surprising that cohabiting
women are six times more likely than
married women to attend a clinic for
sexually transmitted di sease,' suggesting
that cohabiting women are far more
likely to acquire a sexually transmitted
disease. This is consistent with the less
monogamous lifestyle associated with
cohabitation.
6. NEUROTIC DISORDERS
The national survey of psychiatric
morbidity shows that symptoms of
anxiety and depression are more
common among cohabiting women than
among married women. An overall
measure of neurotic symptoms shows
that 24% of cohabiting women compared
to 15% of married women have
significant neurotic scores. Among men ,
on the other hand, there was no
difference between married and
cohabiting men.4 In other words, a
cohabiting arrangement adversely affects
the mental well-being of women,
whereas the mental well-being of men is
hardly affected at all. It seems likely that
women are worried by the possibility
that they may become pregnant, and then
face the consequences with a man who is
not their husband and has made no
lifelong commitment to the relationship.
7. M ATERNAL SMOKING
An examination of smoking patterns
during pregnancy shows that cohabiting
women, after controlling for social class
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and age, have double the smoking rates
of married women, which is similar to
the smoking rates of single women. For
example, among women in the manual
social class aged 20-29 years, 26% of
married women smoked throughout
pregnancy compared to 49% of
cohabiting women and 50% of single
women.5 This finding suggests that
cohabiting mothers have more in
common with single than married
mothers. A factor that contributes to the
high levels of smoking among
cohabiting and single mothers is
probably the insecurity they feel as a
result of becoming an unmarried mother.

8. SUDDEN INFANT DEATHS
National mortality statistics show that
the sudden infant death rate in the first
year of life among babies born to
cohabiting mothers (58 .2 per 100,000
live births) is three times higher than that

of babies born to married mothers (18 .2
per 100,000). 6
9. CHILD ABUSE
Data from the Family Court Reporter
Survey shows that children whose
parents are cohabiting are 20 times more
likely to be abused than children living
with their married natural parents.
Children living with their mother and a
cohabitee who is not the child's father
are 40 times more likely to be abused.
The risk of fatal child abuse is 15 times
more likely among cohabiting parents
than among married natural parents.'

JO. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Women in cohabiting relationships are
more likely to be abused than married
women. An American study showed that
marital status was the strongest predictor
of abuse, ahead of race, age, education
or housing conditions.'
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The Eldership·has No Right!
Baruch Maoz

The eldership has no right to intrude
into areas which do not truly serve the
purposes for which it was established
by the Lord of the Church nor to use
means which do not promote those
purposes. What is more, we need to be
very careful in identifying the scope of
our calling. So long as both partners to
a courtship are Christian, we have no
right to tell someone whether or not she
should marry the young man she has
been seeing. Nor do we have the right
to pry into their private lives in order to
ensure ourselves that they have not
fallen into sin. Sometimes members of
the congregations we serve will make
decisions we do not like. But we should
have enough confidence in them, in
God and in the Word of his grace that is
able to build them up and give them an
inheritance among those who are
sanctified. We have no right to require
of each member to give us reasons for
decisions with which we disagree.
Our task as elders is not to secure the
finality of our traditions and the way we
do things. 'We 've always done it this
way' is no evidence of inspiration - but
it may well indicate a lethargy of mind
and heart. Some of us are so insecure
that we find it difficult to accept
anything unfamiliar, untried or unusual.
Tradition is a good thing. It provides an
historical basis to what we are doing
and protects us from the need to
question everything all the time. But
tradition is only a secondary authority
and must not be allowed to replace a
serious study of Scripture in the

everyday function of the church or in
the lives of believers. What is more,
tradition is something that has been
forged on the anvil of the past. However
valid then, if we give yesterday ' s
answers to today's new questions, the
gospel we preach will never reach the
hearts of men and women alive today. It
is our constant duty to examine our rich
traditions, learn from them and update
them to meet the challenges of the
present. Paul, Peter and Barnabas dared
break with tradition in order to have that
kind offellowship with Gentiles that the
gospel promotes, thereby securing the
purity of the gospel over against a
tradition of separation that was
originally a true and valid response to
the teaching of the Word of God in a
specific time frame.
We tend to feel threatened by anyone
who dares question our teaching
because he wants to think through the
issues himself, and we are intimidated
by individuals of equal or greater gift.
Because of this, we often evidence an
unwillingness to cultivate other
people 's gifts or make room for them in
the leadership of the church unless we
are confident of what we describe as
'their loyalty' , although we have most
likely not asked ourselves: loyalty to
whom? So we assert our authority,
impose our views and put down any
real or imagined danger to our position
in the church - of course, always 'for
the good of the people ', we say, and if
we say it often enough, we just might
convince ourselves.
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Paul exerted no such authority. He did
not mind being challenged as to the
wisdom of his last trip to Jerusalem and
his letters are full of conversational
arguments that obviously reflect the
discussions he had with those in and
outside of the church. He also left the
young churches earlier than any of us
would dare to leave ours, ordaining
over them individuals whose natural
gifts had been sanctified by the Spirit
and had been recognised by the
members of the various local congregations he founded . Never once do we
find him overruling their decisions,
except in cases where severe sin was
involved (such as in Corinth), although
we can safely assume that these newly
appointed elders made more mistakes
than they had hair on their heads - after
all, we make as many in spite of our
superior training.
Paul also sent Timothy, Titus and
others to various churches in order to
deal with important issues such as
divisions in the church (Timothy, and
then Titus in Corinth once again), the
appointment of elders in every city
(Titus in Crete) instructing the church
(Timothy in Ephesus). He did not think
that he was the only one in the world
who could deal with these touchy
issues. Paul treated other, non··
apostolic, teachers with the utmost
respect, as equals: ' Wbat, after all, is
Apollos? and what is Paul? Only
servants ... as the Lord has assigned to
each his task' (I Cor 3:5).
The office of the elder has to do with
the preaching of the Word of God, not
the replacement of individual thinking
and responsibility, but their encouragement. None is stronger in Christ than he
who has learnt to study the Bible for

himself, evaluate his own lifestyle,
discover his mistakes and make his
own decisions in the fear of God and by
the help of the Spirit. He would be wise
to consult not only with the pastor.
Wisdom can actually be found
elsewhere as well. Woe betide him if
consultation takes the place of decision
making, and woe betide us if, instead of
helping a fellow Christian think
through an issue, we pontificate as to
what he or she should do. After all, one
of the important purposes of the
eldership is 'to present everyone
perfect in Christ'. Maturity is an aspect
of perfection, and the ability to make
up one's own mind concerning faithsystems and day to day decisions is an
aspect of maturity that we dare not
inhibit.
To that end, we would be well advised
to introduce our fellow believers in the
churches we serve to points of view
which are in conflict with ours - and to
do so in a fair and non-partisan
manner. Enclosing ourselves in a
Reformed Baptist ghetto will only
help weaken the defences of the
congregation when faced with other
points of view. Fellowship with others
will teach them respect toward some
who have not yet been enabled to see
the validity say of limited atonement,
but who can teach us important
lessons in other departments of
Christian faith and practice.

This is an extract from a Carey
Conference Paper by Baruch in
January 2000. For news of the building
project in Israel consult
http://puritanhope.com/gtb

News
Macedonia

Macedonia,
formerly
part
of
Yugoslavia is an independent nation of
just over two million people. Great fear
continues to prevail that there will be
an extension of the civil war which has
resulted in tragedy in neighbouring
Kosovo. Macedonia, where the official
language is Macedonian (related to
Bulgarian), is a landlocked country
between Kosovo, Bulgaria, Greece and
Albania. The capital is Skopje
(600,000). Approximately 66 percent of
the population are Macedonian and 20
percent Albanian.
This report is from Branko Trajkovski
I have just heard that the new
translation of the Bible in Macedonian
has been largely depleted. Of the
47 ,000 printed only 10,000 are left.
Many have recently been distributed in
schools. Wonderfully both teachers and
pupils show great interest in the Word
of God. One lady teacher from the
neighbouring town of Resen, who
attended a service in Bitola for the first
time, told us how 107 pupils in her
school gladly received Bibles.
In October 2001 the Brethren
Assembly in Bitola, led by Alexander
Gleiss, hosted a Bible Exhibition
brought from Germany combined with
evangelistic meetings at the town' s
Army Hall. About 40 people
responded positively by coming to
Bible study held in the newly opened
Bible Club Room in the market area.
On the last evening quite a number of
Christian helpers from Germany,
Holland, Ireland, America, Yugoslavia
and from Macedonia itself were
present. lt was a great blessing for me

to see so many of them in Bitola at one
time.
Because of my recent visit to New
Zealand and the war situation in South
Serbia and Macedonia, I had not visited
the Baptist Church in Nis led by pastor
Cedo Ralevic with his family for a
year, but I did so in October 2001. The
grace of God is working mightily there.
Recently 50 candidates were baptized.
Cedo ' s brother Simo has had to move
again, this time to Arandjelovac, about
50 miles south of Belgrade. His
printing is done in Novi Sad north of
Belgrade. Having fled his fonner home
and warehouse in Pee, he first relocated
to Nova Gadobra but later suffered
oppression from the Serbian Orthodox
Church there, hence the latest move.
We pray that Simo will be enabled to
reestablish a suitable base for church
and printing of fine Reformed Christian
literature.

Argentine

A report from Don Danell
After a year of language study in Costa
Rica was completed in April 2001 we
returned to the US while awaiting our
visa process. It seemed to go on
forever. Finally the day arrived and we
received our one year visas and took
the first flight that we could negotiate to
Buenos Aires. We left from Atlanta on
September 10th at night, arriving in
Buenos Aires on the morning of the
11th September - the day when the
world changed forever.
September the 15th was a national day
of prayer for Argentina and 40,000
Christians gathered for prayer on the

Plaza de Mayo in downtown Buenos
Aires.
We plan to live in Buenos Aires for at
least one year to imbibe the culture and
improve our language skills, to make
contacts within the city and to survey
the situation with regard to the planting
of a Reformed Baptist church. My wife
Gail and the children, Ryan and Amy,
are finding such good contacts with
people here and we are all developing a
burden in a way that we could not have
imagined. Ryan and I have attended the
only cross-cultural missionary training
centre in the country.
In March we plan to restart, with the
help of Ruth Robertson, the Ref01med
Pastors' Fellowship originally initiated
by her late husband, Willie Robertson.
Hopefully, in due course a Refo1med
Conference will come from our
fellowship together.
The country is presently in a state of
turmoil because of the desperate
economic situation. Many of the
ministries of the churches in Argentina
are deeply threatened by the national
bankruptcy. It has been heartening to
meet Trevor Routley and his wife Lucy
who have laboured in the Lord ' s
service here for many years.

Middle East Reformed Fellowship
January 2002 report

By God ' s grace, a MERF (Middle East
Reformed Fellowship) delegation
visited the very heart of South Sudan to
meet with God's people there. Official
permission from authorities in both
northern Kenya and South Sudan was
secured and a small plane chartered.
The plane was filled with 8 passengers
and medical supplies, landing on
makeshift dirt runways in three
different communities in the central

provinces in South Sudan - Waat,
Thornyor and Nyal.
In each locality the delegation was met
by multitudes of Sudanese believers
patiently awaiting their arrival.
Looking down from the plane one saw
too many people to count. Young and
old alike were exceedingly thin and
undernourished. Yet their faces were
glowing with excitement. Some had
walked with thei r pastors for several
hours from outlying areas with great
enthusiasm and joyful music to greet
Peter Makuac Nyak, their beloved new
Moderator. The time was short but the
corporate worship was uplifting and the
fellowship sweet. There was much for
which to rejoice and scenes like this
confirmed the
growth of the
Evangelical/Reformed
community
throughout Southern Sudan. Long
years of war have left the people in
heartbreaking conditions with children
and the elderly dying for lack of
nutrition and medical care. Two
generations have been deprived of
education and the very few pastors
serve large parishes of ten to twenty
congregations. There is an overwhelming need for more trained elders to help
them shepherd so many people.
Over the next few years MERF plans to
work towards training, supporting and
equipping several hundred more
Sudanese pastors, evangelists, elders
and deacons as well as first aid workers
for elementary care; establishing and
furnishing medical clinics; also
expanding gospel radio broadcasts in
more tribal languages to remote areas.

MERF headquarters, PO Box 400052,
6300 Lanarca, Cyprus.
E-mail: merf@spidemet.com.cy
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Pastor Pal Borsasi and his wife Anna (married during 2001) and
Margy and Tedd Tripp
Don and Marian Evans
matter and styles was refreshing. Gary
Brady showed us how to preach from
Proverbs. Mostyn Roberts explained
how the Christian mind is the only
mind that has a sound foundation for
every subject and how it contrasts with
cunent worldly mindsets.

Were the parents who named their son
Ichabod pessimists? Before aniving at
the conference we had never heard of
such an unlikely character; but in his
inimitable style Geoff Thomas
introduced us to Ichabod Spencer, the
foremost pastor of New York City
before the civil war. Throughout his
pastorate Spencer maintained at least
three private sessions a day with
individuals to whom he ministered ; and
he kept copious notes, two volumes of
which have been published. Geoff's
description of this man's mixture of
wise biblical counsel, downright
common sense, prodigious memory
and incredible wit, kept us enthralled.
Ichabod (the glory has departed) by
name but not by nature.

Earl Blackburn took us to the realm of
Biblical Theology by opening up 1
Corinthians, chapter one. He showed
that here was the definitive passage of
Scripture which enables us to
understand Paul 's theology of the
Cross. Earl reminded us that the gospel
is foolishness to men but is the power
of God for salvation. It is not new
methods but faithful preaching of the
Cross of Christ which still saves today.

Here was a high standard for other
speakers to follow, and we were not
disappointed. The diversity of subject

Peter Parkinson shared with the
conference the unexpected consequences when twenty to thirty refugees
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The Carey Conference 7-9 January 2003
The Carey Conference for 2003 is planned for 7th to 9th January at the
Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire. It will be slightly shorter
than usual and will cost less. Dr Gaius Davies of the UK will contribute.
Tom Nettles and Don Whitney from the USA have agreed to be the visiting
speakers. Further details will be published later in Reformation Today .
started attending a church in Leeds.
The congregation have to learn patience
while the sermon is being simultaneously translated in a low but audible
buzz. The identities of some have to be
protected because the knowledge of
their conversion to Christianity would
place the lives of their families back
home in jeopardy. And caution has to
be exercised in case some might claim
conversion simply in order to avoid
being deported by the British
authorities to their Muslim homeland.
Tedd Tripp gave two invaluable papers
on ministering to children. He first
convinced us of the importance of
helping our children see the glory of
God. We should always make it our
business to help our children see that
the God whom we worship is worth
knowing. When did you last take your
children away from street lights on a
cloudless night to look at the Milky
Way ? It is a beautiful sight - and the
great thing is that this is what our God
has made. 'The heavens declare the
glory of God' (Psalm 19.1). In his
second paper, Tedd exposed the sheer
deceitfulness of a child' s heart. He
described the words, the strategies and
the antics of his own children in a way
that brought tears of laughter to our
eyes, but at the same time we were
made to see that the heart is indeed

desperately wicked and deceitful. An
application of behaviourist psychology, with its combination of
threats, punishments and bribes can
make our children outwardly conform.
But the great need is for a radical transformation which only the Holy Spirit
can bring about. Get the tapes and you
will hear what we mean.
We heard reports from Sweden,
Turkey, Jordan, and France, JeanClaude
Souillot
of
Europress
describing outreach in the Ivory Coast.
Pal Borsasi, a young pastor who leads a
Hungarian
speaking
church
in
Romania of about 200 members,
described a four day youth camp held
last year. The conditions were spartan.
It rained every day. But seventeen
young people were deeply convicted of
sin and converted. They have subsequently been baptised and are making
good progress. There was opportunity
during the conference to have
fellowship with brothers from Latvia,
Belarus, the Netherlands and South
Africa.
On the last morning of the Conference
Bill James spelled out from Genesis the
principal foundations for male and
female relationships and he tackled
fairly the main passages in the New
Testament. Male leadership in God's
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family is vital but it also includes the
role of encouraging the women to
participate fully in church life. How far
does the ministry of women extend?
You will have to listen to the cassette to
find out the answer. Bill's paper on a
tricky and contentious subject was a
model of clarity and cogency.
Reference to Bill ' s paper leads in
nicely to an aspect of the conference
which we have not yet mentioned. Last
year, for the first time, women were
invited to the conference and this year
24 of the 107 who attended were
women. It is becoming increasingly
recognised that the wives of pastors
and elders need as much encouragement as their husbands do. They are
often the only confidants of the men
who need to share with someone their
hopes, aspirations, disappointments,
frustrations and fears. The wives bear
so many of the burdens with their
husbands, sharing in the pastoral care
of the church, praying with them and
for them and dealing with the endless
list of practical matters which can leave
both of them drained of thought and
energy. Paul commends the women
who work hard in the Lord (Rom
16:6, 12). They do not usually have an
official title but unofficially much is
expected of them and they, like their
husbands, can become weary in welldoing.
Here was an opportunity to actually sit
down together to receive instead of
giving out. The minister's wife has a
head as well a heart and in the ever
present demands of the manse it is all
too easy to forget the intellectual and
spiritual needs of the wife. The
conference provides a heart-warming

opportunity to catch once again the
heavenly vision, a brief haven where
both can evaluate together what has
gone before and what lies ahead,
without the distraction of phones,
family and the ever-present church
members. Burdens can often be shared
with others who are sufficiently
removed to provide a degree of
objectivity, but can at the same time
often provide wise counsel and a
shared experience. The conference is a
time to make new acquaintances and
develop new friendships. You must
come next year, all you women!
Don't think that it is only men who can
deliver valuable papers. This year
Sharon James told us about Elizabeth
Prentiss, a 19th century pastor' s wife
and the lessons we can learn from her
life. Elizabeth's letters were often an
almost incongruous mixture of the
most profound spiritual counsel with
her latest recipe for jam. She also found
time to write books. But don't run away
with the idea that she was one of those
' super-women' who make you feel
inferior. If you read about her you will
find that she was so down-to-earth and
like yourself. Ann Benton spoke about
'Motherhood and the Manse' and her
talk was full of common sense and
sound advice. 'Be yourself and do not
be bullied into conforming to the model
others would like you to fit.'
Each morning there was a lively and
well attended prayer meeting, one of
which was led by John Benton, editor
of Evangelicals Now.
God willing, we are going again next
year. Will we see you there?
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Recom1nended Hooks
Thomas Vincent, God's Terrible Voice
in the City, Soli Deo Gloria,
www.SDGbooks.com 236 pp hbk, $24.95
USA ISBN 1-57358-059-7
Little did I reali se when I discovered this
book in Northern Ireland in October 2000
how useful it would become after the
September l l destruction of the twin
towers of the World Trade Centre in New
York and the attack on the Pentagon. I
cannot think of a book more designed to
help us to interpret biblically the tragedy
which has impacted modern history. He
wrote this excellent work against the
backdrop of what had happened in London
in the time that he ministered there in the
17th century. 1662 was the year of the
Great Ejection when almost 2,000 of the
finest ministers were forced out of the
Church of England. Thomas Vincent was
one of them. In 1665 the plague swept
over 68,000 into eternity in London alone
(in one week 7155 died). This was
fo llowed by the Great Fire of 1666 which
destroyed most of London (graphically
depicted across the covers of the book).
These catastrophic sagas are described
vividly by Thomas Vincent. When
licensed ministers fled from plaguestricken London, Vincent, and other
Puritan ministers who had suffered
through the ejection, stayed and fu lfiiled a
marvellous role of pastors to the sick and
dying, the teITified and the bereaved.
Seven di ed in the house where Vincent
was living. All the way through this
ordeal of funeral services he ex perienced
perfect health which he employed to
exercise both a pastoral and preaching
ministry, ca lling men and women to

repentance. This is expressed powerfully
in his book. He explains how God speaks
to souls through shattering judgments.
Hence the title, God's Terrible Voice in
the City.
Vincent describes London 's sins (pages
89 .. J57) - 25 kinds, starting with slighting
of the gospel and then all kinds of
religious and practical sins. He does not
mention sodomy, pornography, drug
peddling or street muggings which are rife
in London today. Vincent highlights the
fact that ministers of rare quality, which
no other city in the world could equal, had
been discouraged and silenced (p. 25ff).
What provocation was this to God?
Vincent appeals for gospel repentance. He
does so on a level of biblical ministry way
above the standard of ministry that
generally followed 11th September which
focused on the evi l enemy rather than the
provocative ungodliness and licentiousness of western life. Vincent's work
concludes with specific descriptions of
repentance expected. ' God expects that
London should turn from her evil ways.'
He names the kinds of sinners he is
speaking to: drunkards, adulterers,
blasphemers, liars, slanderers, revi lers, the
covetous, the corrupt and hypocrites.
Thomas Vincent's compassion combined
with his faithful call to repentance is a
pattern for us to fo llow. Our need fo r
preachers who have the awesome voice of
God in their preaching as Thomas
Vincent did is paramount.

Above review by Martin Holdt who is due
to address this subject at the Westminster
Conference in London on J0-11th
December 2002.

The following books are reviewed by
Sharon James:
Gaius Davies. Genius, Grief and Grace:
A Doctor Looks at Suffering and Success .
Expanded edition, Christian Focus, 2001
pbk 383 pp.
ISBN 185792-630-7 £8.99 in the UK
Gaius Davies is a clinical psychiatrist,
who uses many years of experience to
reflect on the lives of some of the most
gifted Christians in the history of the
Church. He finds that the sufferings which
brought many of them near to breaking
point - in some cases to breaking point were the very means of shaping them to
be so useful in the service of Christ.
Similarly,
the
characteristics
of
depression, perfectionism, workaholism
or obsessiveness were sometimes factors
behind the drivenness displayed by those
who have achieved so much for Christ.
Lord Shaftesbury and Christina Rossetti,
for example, suffered much from
depression. Dr Davies shows that ' even
the flaws in the prism of personality may
demonstrate, in a special way, aspects of
God ' s grace. For grace is made perfect in
weakness, and its treasure is in earthen
vessels which are frequently flawed and
cracked' (pl3). Dr Davies also assesses
the effects of physical illness - for
example in the case of Martin Luther.
Concerning John Bunyan, he explains that
the spiritual and psychiatric aspects of
Bunyan's suffering were intertwined:
'Bunyan was ill with his unhappiness, and
also, spiritually, he was moving from
darkness to light' (p67). An excellent
chapter on William Cowper shows that a
'peculiar quality of strength' came out of
his suffering, intense as it was, and
involving six depressive breakdowns,
several suicide attempts, and indescribable mental pain. Others discussed are

Frances Ridley Havergal, Gerard Manley
Hopkins, Amy Carmichael, CS Lewis, JB
Phillips and Dr D Martyn Lloyd-Jones.
The chapter on Amy Carmichael outlines
her remarkable achievements in rescuing
children from ritual sexual abuse in India.
But Davies observes that biographers
Frank Houghton and Elizabeth Elliot
both overlook her real limitations. In
particular, Carmichael seemed to believe
that she was infallible - any who
disagreed with her were dismissed from
Dohnavur. (Stephen Neill, later the
brilliant bishop of Tinnevelly, was one).
' Amy's response to differences of
opinion and to friction of any kind was to
be rid of the irritant' (p256). She lacked
the grace to submit herself to others. This
chapter stands as a powerful warning
against authoritarianism.
Dr Gaius Davies's description of Dr
Martyn Lloyd-Jones is fascinating and
helpful. A fervent admirer of 'the
Doctor', and one of those invited to speak
at his memorial service, Gaius Davies is
not afraid to admit that, while a great
man, Lloyd-Jones was not above
criticism. He observes that the book
Spiritual Depression has in fact made
matters far worse for many Christians
suffering from depression
partly
because of the repeated insistence that ' a
miserable Christian is a contradiction in
terms'. This tends to increase the guilt
which many feel when they are ill with
depression' (p36 l ). Most telling of all he
observes the sad effect of simply being
such a great man when there were few if
any comparable great men around in his
circles - it meant that he led in absolute
tenns at Westminster Chapel , that any
who disagreed with him were referred to
as ' the opposition' and that sadly many
who follo wed him viewed him as
virtually infallible.
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This book is highly readable, and very
encouraging. It reminds us of the folly of
idolising men or women, and is a
comforting reminder that when we
experience salvation we are not to expect
of our
natural
the
obliteration
temperament, rather its gradual sanctification.
Two very different books for singles:
Jim Smoke. Single Again: Hope for
widowed and divorced Christians, 1999,
Vine Books, Servant, Ann Arbor, MI,
USA; and 2000, Gazelle Books, London,
UK. ISBN 1 899746 24 2
Jill Worth and Christine Tufnell. All
Alone? Help and Hope for Single
Parents, 1997, Hodder & Stoughton, UK
and 2001 Spring Harvest and Paternoster.
ISBN 1 85078 439 6
Both these books set out to provide
practical help and spiritual encouragement to those who find themselves alone
again, whether through divorce or death.
Both cover much of the same ground
including initial reactions, bow to help
the children, building support networks,
financial issues and the question of
remarriage. Both provide a number of
real life stories to illustrate the points
made.
Here the resemblance ends. Single
Again exudes a rock solid sense of the
sovereignty of God. The author clearly
believes that the only real answer for
hurting people is trust in God. The
spiritual dimension is not an 'add-on
bonus' - it is the foundation of
everything he says . He would
unashamedly proclaim that we all need
Christ if ever we are to get our lives on
track again. There is no real healing
without the great Healer. Unsurprisingly, Jim Smoke is utterly robust in
32

condemning marriage between believers
and unbelievers, and there is a cleareyed sense of spiritual reality thoughout
this book. Smoke has been a pioneer in
divorce recovery for fi fteen years, and
he draws on his experience of
counselling thousands of individuals,
and helping numerous couples towards
remarriage. This book is very strongly
recommended.

Alli Alone? advertises itself as 'gently
encouraging'. Reading this book
immediately after reading Single Again
made me wonder whether the authors
were given the brief not to offend nonChristian readers. There is much
practical ' how to survive' stuff. There
are any number of (very sad) real life
stories, many of which have a nonoffensive testimony included ('of course
my faith helped', ' my Christian friends
were a real support', etc). And yes, the
book could be given to both Christians
and non-Christians who may well find
some helpful material here. But for those
who face the tragedy of bereavement,
the bitterness of desertion, the disillusionment of marital violence or
infidelity, such sanitised advice and
innocuous testimonies simply do not
have the spiritual cutting edge that is
provided so helpfully in Jim Smoke' s
book. In times of desp<~rate anguish an
eternal perspective is needed. This life is
not all there is, and often it fails to
deliver our dearest hopes. Only the
Christian gospel can point us beyond
this life to the reality of life with God for
ever. If you want a book to really help
someone who is widowed or divorced,
then Single Again is the one to buy. It
offers both the practical ' how to' for this
life as well as a clear signpost to the life
beyond.

Editor
Assistant Editor
Associate Editors

ERROLL HULSE, 75 Wood hi ll Road, Leeds LS16 7BZ
BILL JAMES, 9 Epsom Road, Leamington Spa CV32 ?AR
DAVID KINGDON , UK, TOM NETILES, USA,
JOHN CAMP BELL, AUSTRALIA
DON GARLI NGTON, M ICHAEL HAYKIN, CANADA

Visit our website: www.reformation-today.org
Rates
Subscriptions
1 year £12.00 - 2 years £20.00 UK & EUROPE

1 year £12.00

-

1 year $20.00

-

1 year $25.00

-

1 year $19.00

-

1 year $15.00

-

1 year $2 1.00

-

1 year R60 .00 1 year $30.00
(Singa $)

-

Agents
Stan Thompson
200 Appley Lane North, Appley Bridge,
Wigan WN6 90Y, UK.
e-mail: StanatRT@aol.com
2 years £20.00 IRISH REPUBLIC Matthew Brennan
Ballingarrane North, CLONMEL,
Co Tipperary.
Ray Levick
2 years $35.00 AUSTRALIA
27 Coven Avenue, Heathmont, Victoria 3135.
e-mail: rlevick@telstra.easymail.com.au
2 years $45.00 NEW ZEALAN D Sovereign Grace Books
P.O. Box 62-159, Sylvia Park,
Auckland 60.
Tom Lutz
2 years $32.00 USA
Edgewood Baptist Church,
3743 Nichol Avenue, Anderson, IN 46011.
e-mail: tomllutz@cs.com
Bill Ascol
457 Mohican Lane, Shreveport, LA 71106.
e-mail: wwascol@bellsouth.net
2 years $27.00 BRAZIL (USA$) Richard Denham
CP81 , CEP 12201,
Sao Jose dos Campos, SP.
JROENHAM@aol.com
Max Latchford
2 years $37. 00 CANADA
302 - 13860 70thAve, Surrey, BC, V3WOS1.
2 years R110.00 SOUTH AFRICA Roland Eskinazi
PO Box 182, Goodwood 7459.
e-mail: eskinazi@mweb.co. za
Shalom Christian M edia
2 years $50.00 SINGAPORE
AN D MALAYSIA 8 New Industrial Road,
LHK3 Building# 03-01, Singapore 536200
e-mail: skhoo@pacific.net.sg

Single copies one-sixth the above in each case whi ch includes postage.
For airmai l add £4.50 sterling equivalent p.a.
Gifts are welcomed and those w ho w ish to su pport th e Magazine shoul d make out their
cheques to "Reformation Today". "Reformation Today" is registered as a charity no. 1017000
Bound vo lumes available: 91 -110 and 11 1-130 each £22 or $35, 131-148 £25 or $40,
149-1 72 £40 or $60 post free
-------------- - ------- - ----------- cut here

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Please send to:
Name:
Address:

I enclose ..... .. ... .. .. ................. .. .

Tick
Reformation
Today

1 year
2 years

Bound
Volume

91-110
111-130
131-1 48
149-172

Photoset and printed by Stanley L Hunt (Pri nters) Ltd, Rushden, Northants

I

CONTENTS
1

Editorial

3

Enoch and the Second Coming

Editor

12

The Interpretation of Prophecy

Editor

15

Where was God on September 11?

John Blanchard

19

Marriage or Cohabitation ?

ES Willi ams

23

The Eldership has no Right

Baruch Maoz

25

News

27

Carey Conference 8-11 January 2002

Don and
Marian Evans

30

Recommended books

Martin Hol dt and
Sharon James

