





























‘Several other thoughts made the discovery even more exciting. Is it too
hard to imagine disciplining yourself to set aside twenty minutes early in
the moring, twenty minutes after lunch, and twenty minutes before you
go to bed to read on various topics for your soul and mind? If not, then
think what you could read! Thirty-six medium-sized books! John Stott
says that an hour a day is an ‘absolute minimum for time for study which
even the busiest pastors should be able to manage’.

‘Many will achieve more. But the minimum would amount to this: every
day at least one hour; every week one morning, afternoon or evening;
every month a full day; every year a week. Set out like this, it sounds very
little. Indeed, it is too little. Yet everybody who tries it is surprised to
discover how much reading can be done within such a disciplined
framework. It adds up to nearly six hundred hours in the course of a year.’
(John Stott, Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preaching in the Twentieth
Century). Quoted from John Piper, Brothers we are NOT professionals,
p.66-67

Some may read at a slow pace because they major on meditation and
reflection. I heard of one pastor whose entire doctrinal understanding and
ministry was transformed through reading Stephen Charnock’s great work
on the attributes of God. It took him six years to complete.

Lack of reading and study is often the cause of preaching which is
repetitious, given to too many anecdotes and stories and which is
unedifying and lacking in spiritual impact.

More good books are available to pastors and their people than has been
the case in ages past since the time of the apostles. So much is this the case
that for some who love reading there is the temptation to neglect those
areas of the ministry that I have described above.

THE NEED TO LOVE

It is surprising that the importance of loving God’s people is not brought
to the attention of pastors more frequently. Love is a foremost attribute of
our Triune God. He is love.

‘A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John
13:34-35). Itis clear from the letters of the apostle Paul that he loved the
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churches to whom he wrote. ‘For God is my witness, how I yearn for you
all with the affection of Christ Je 3’ (Phil 1:8).

Few pastors will tell their congregations from their pulpits of their love for
their people. The pastor should t  them that he loves them all! I learned
this lesson from a colleague in B ;land, and when [ do have occasion to
tell the people from the pulpit that I love them, the response is almost
overwhelming. If pastors do not give proof of the love of God in their
hearts, how can they expect their church members to love one another?

THE NECESSITY OF PASTORAL VISITING

I have noted with alarm that in recent years some ministers do not deem it
an essential part of their ministry to visit people in their homes in order to
share the Word of God with them, catechise them, talk with them and pray
for them. It seems as if the thought is that the pastor’s principal
responsibility of preaching and teaching invalidates the need for visiting
the people. The Lord’s indictment against the shepherds of Israel clearly
points to a situation where the people of God were not songht after and
visited where they lived. Ezekiel 34:4, ‘The weak you have not
strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound
up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought,
and with force and harshness you have ruled them.” In an average
congregation, all the people, members and adherents may easily be visited
over a space of time, and every pastor needs to pursue this objective
energetically, heartily and lovingly.

YOUR LIFE PREACHES ALL THE WEEK

I close with the urgent plea of Robert Murray M’Cheyne who was so
mightily used of God and who, though he died as a young man of only 29
years of age, left a spiritw. legacy from which Scotland and people all
over the world are still deriving benefit. He said, ‘Study universal holiness
of life. Your whole usefulness depends on this, for your sermons last but
an hour or two - your life preaches all the week. “Satan can only make a
covetous minister a lover of praise, of pleasure, of good eating - he has
ruined his ministry. Give yourself to prayer, and get your texts, your
thoughts, your words from God. In great measure, according to the purity
and perfections of the instrument, will be success. It 1s not great talents
God blesses, so much as great likeness to Jesus. A oly minister is an
awesome weapon in the hand of God.’






his work and devoted some three
months to wiring the building for
electricity. Congregants assisted the
three who worked for the church in
plastering, cleaning the building and
the site, preparing for the flooring and
offering general assistance as ne¢  d.

Our brethren from the Isaac da Costa
Fund in the Netherlands assisted us in
funding part of the work and organised
a group of volunteers who contributed
all of the tiling needed for the building,
and then came themselves (!) to lay part
of the tiling. The same team hopes to
return in October to do more of the
work needed.

We have at long last receive the
required permit for the dome, which
has been engineered and is now being
assembled. In the providence of God,
the permit which granted us permission
to increase the height of the dome, also
extends our building permit for three
years. This eliminates the need to ask
for renewal and risk refusal because of
Orthodox opposition.

The skylight has been put in place and
now the inside of the building is fully
protected from the ravages of the
winter.

We closed the year 2003 with three men
on staff, working on the site and
assisted by congregants and other
volunteers. In February we had to let
one of the men go. In July we will have
to let another go, calling a stop to most
of the work on site until the Lord
enables us to continue. Vasili will be
working with the aid of volunteers, but
we expect progress to be very slow
indeed. This is a cause for concern
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because it forces the cost of
construction still higher. However slow
our progress, we need to pay the
insurance company and the guard on
duty, a (small) retainer must also be
paid the Project Manager, and prices
continue to rise.

During the six months between
November 2003 and April 2004 we
spent some $220,000, performing work
to the value of $500,000. Apart from
the remaining plastering that needs to
be done, the painting and carpentry,
most of what still awaits completion is
no longer labour-intensive. The
materials, professional know-how and
equipment involved constitute most of
the cost. We, therefore, will not be able
to make significant progress until
relatively large sums are available.

God has shown us much grace
heretofore. This is his work, not ours.
We rest confident in his providence and
goodwill. We also thank the many who
continue to support our labours in both
large and small ways. Please pray with
us as we seek to serve him and make
maximally wise use of the resources he
places in our hands.

Volunteers

Though our financial resources are
extremely low, we are in the stage of
building the dome and cannot halt the
work without incurring substantial
financial loss. Volunteers for that aspect
of the we¢ and for other parts of
coastruction are greatly needed.
Following this, the floor still needs to
be laid. Once we have the funds, there
will be a great deal of carpentry to be







Revelation 2:13. Although Antipas was
a relatively small congregation, its
ministry began to extend across South
Africa. It started a literature ministry to
distribute sound biblical and doctrinal
studies free of charge. The ministry of
Antipas was also expanded through
Nico’s teaching ministry at the
Lynnwood Ridge Bible School in
Pretoria. One of the families who had
been exposed to Nico’s ministry at the
Bible School was searching for an
Afrikaans-speaking church where they
could be fed spiritually by faithful
expository preaching. Eventually, in
1997, they wrote to Nico, asking him to
come and plant a church in Pretoria.

In this way Antipas Reformed Baptist
Church, Pretoria, was planted and it has
become a home for many who have
been seeking a church characterised by
sound preaching and Christ-like love.
One person has testified that it was
through this church’s ministry that he
first experienced the reality of Christ’s
promise, ‘the truth shall set you free’.
In 2003 Antipas, Pretoria began holding
services in Johannesburg, and an
autonomous church has now been
established there. God in his mercy is
enabling these Afrikaans-speaking
Reformed Baptist churches to spread
the gospel message far and wide. = 3
literature ministry continues to grow
and to be a blessing to many; the
Pretoria congregation supports a media
ministry, and has started a theological
seminary in co-operation with like-
minded churches; the Vereeniging
congregation runs a  monthly
theological training programme for
local pastors as well as a regular
preaching programme in the local
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prison. It is the prayer of all concerned
with these churches and ministries that
God will be glorified and Christ’s
kingdom extended throughout the
world, and particularly amongst
Afrikaaus-speaking people.

Argentine
News from Trevor Routley

With God’s help we are going ahead
with a conference for pastors in
November. The plan is to have two
three-day conferences. The first in
Buenos Aires, the first week of
November, and the following week a
second in Villa Carlos Paz, where
missionary Don Donell works.

While Don organises the activity in
Carlos Paz, we are planning the
program in Buenos Aires. God willing
three men will be speaking. A
Reformed Baptist pastor from Chile,
Jim Adams (ex-missionary in
Colombia) and William Green, who
works with the World Reformation
Fellowship, and also speaks Spanish.
We have already booked the venue in
Buenos Aires. We are doing the best to
maintain costs at a reasonable level, but
we will have to charge each pastor $100
Argentine pesos, the equivalent of £20
each. That does not sound much until
you realise that many pastors earn no
more than £100 a month. Also we are
offering to help them with costs, and if
necessary, travel expenses. We are very
thankful to God at our home church,
Welwyn, has promised to subsidise
pastors who come (up to 50%). Also
another church has promised help.




Please let us know if you are interested
in helping, as we would like to offer
help with travel expenses in needy
cases.

Germany
David Vaughn, France

In April I went to Germany to finish
giving a course on preaching and then
participate in a camp with German
Reformed Baptist churches, as we have
done for the last 3 years. This year
about 150 were present. It is
encouraging to see this annual
conference grow under God’s hand and
prove to be a blessing to the churches,
who feel quite troubled as evangelicals
in Germany abandon belief in the
inspiration of Scripture and become
vulnerable to a host of errors. The main
church that I have had contact with is in
Wetzlar, near Frankfort. It is a church of
around 70 people. Their great need is
to have elders and an experienced full-
time pastor who can lead them forward.
They have no elders at the present.
Problems in the church have hindered
in this area for the past few years but
hopefully a turning point has been
reached. Pray that God will provide the
men that they need to be a vibrant,
godly and evangelistic force in this part
of Germany.

Zambia
Erroll Hulse
The photos in this issue are devoted

mostly to Zambia. Two were taken in
Lusaka and the rest in Kitwe.

Zambia has a population of about ten
million and is centrally placed in
heartland of Southern  Africa.
Compared with the UK which has a
density of 241 people per square
kilometre, Zambia has only 12. There
are wide areas of virgin land. Copper
has long been and continues to be, the
main source of national income. The
mining towns of Kitwe (about a
million) and Ndola (800,000) are
second to the capital of Lusaka (1.7
million). After a long journey by air
stopping at Nairobi in Kenya, it is
better to stop over for a day in Lusaka
before undertaking the long single
carriage road journey to Kitwe.

The purpose of my visit was to present
the issues of  the I16th-century
Reformation in five one hour sessions
at a three day conference over the
Easter weekend. About 200 attended.
There are not many towns in the UK
where 200, mostly on the young side,
will gather with enthusiasm for that
subject the main point of application
being our willingness to promote
needed reformation today. Incorporated
into the conference was a graduation
ceremony for twenty graduates from
the Bible College led by pastor Happy
Ngoma.

While in Kitwe I spent a couple of
hours with Alfred Nyirenda who is
director of the SOS homes which is a
charity work funded out of Austria.
Sixteen homes have been built each to
accommodate twelve AIDS orphans,
each with two house-mothers. SOS
cares for other vulnerable children as
well as AIDS orphans. These buildings
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are impressive and beautifully
maintained. A medical clinic has been
built to serve not only the orphans but
the surrounding area. Soon a school is
to be built on the same site which will
serve the area and provide education
from grade one to matriculation. For
security the whole area is enclosed. I
was introduced to some of the house-
mothers and children. Alfred has
tremendous responsibility for the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and is
deserving of our prayers.

Reformed teaching was systematice
taught in Kitwe Chapel by pastor
Alfred Nyirenda during the mid 1980s.
The building was erected by the Dutch
Reformed Church of South Africa in
1954 and purchased from >m by a
Brethren Assembly in the mid 1970s.
Kitwe Chapel has subsequently been
led by Andrew Muwowo who is now
studying at Bryntirion in South Wales.
Kitwe Chapel -currently has a
congregation of about 120. Kitwe
Chapel gave birth to Riverside Church
(about 150 members) led by pastor
Happy Ngoma and also to Nkana East
Chapel pastored by Tryson M’Tonga
(200 members). In addition three
other churches have been planted,
Chachacha in 2002 (60 members) and
during 1999, Ndeke Village Chapel
(about 60 members). In addition two
further church plants are being
attempted. With the exception of the
latter where the work is very new, a
steady growth is reported from these
churches.

Behind the growth there were cogent
influences of missionaries Eric Rea

who was a surgeon and church elder
and John Simons who was a full-time
missionary. They  stressed the
combination of evangelism by house to
house visiting and the centrality of
e ository and doctrinal preaching and
to these ingredients was added
patience.

It is seldom that there is progress
without some tremors. Some who felt
that doctrinal reformation was too slow
separated and formed Trinity Reformed
Baptist Church in Kitwe which has a
membership of about twenty. One
church leader suggested that the move
was not all negative as this RB church
has served as a catalyst to think issues
through as to whether they stem from
Scripture or church tradition.

Not relishing the long road journey
back to Lusaka I discovered that there
is a daily plane from Ndola to Lusaka.
A seat on that enabled me to spend half
a day with Conrad Mbewe and also to
meet other pastors including Victor
Kanyense, Kennedy Sunkutu and
Grave Singogo. Conrad took me to
deprived areas of Lusaka, indeed some
of the most needy I have ever seen in
my travels. John Laing Reformed
Baptist Church pastored by Collins
Dube, is in the heart of that area.

An interesting question came in during
the question time at the conference on
the 16th-century reformation. The
question read, ‘I an Arminian. Am I
saved?” My answer, ‘Everyone joined
to Christ by faith is saved, but it is
muddle-headed to be an Arminian.’
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kai idou ego meth humon eimi pasas tas hemeras heos tes sunteleias tou
aionos.
and behold I am with you all the days until the completion of the age.

Note the emphasis, to the very end of the age. When this age or dispensation
ends that is the very end. (Mt 25:1; Lk 17:30; 1 Th 4:13-18; 2 Th 1:7-10; 2
Peter 3:10); Rev 1:7).

When we contemplate the enmity of sinners and the opposition because the
kings of the earth take counsel against the LORD and against his anointed,
this commission is overwhelming (Ps 2:1). These rugged, simple disciples
had no resources and no influence of note. The commission passes from
them to us. We like them are weak. As I will show the work is overwhelming
inits difficulty.

The labour involved is huge in extent and is dauntingly formidable. But then
there is the assurance that goes with it. This is an assurance which is
commensurate with the vast ss of the work. He will be with us every day
until the very end of the age. There is no day that he will not be with us. He
will attend us with all his power every day.

Christian history has run its course for 2000 years. My purpose is to ask,
How far have we progressed in the fulfilment of the great commission?

How far have we to go to complete the task?

In facing this question I take nations to mean people groups and languages
as it says in Revelation 5:9, zople from every tribe and language and
people and nation’. This is nearly always ethnolinguistic, a distinct people
together with their language. An example of diversity in Eastern Europe is
Bosnia, Serbia, Kosovo and Croatia, all parts of what formerly was called
Yugoslavia..

I will develop the subject as follows:

1 How many unreached peoples are there left in the world?

2 What will it take to reach these peoples and how long?

1  How many unreached peo] s are there left in the world

In 1791/92 William Carey published his 57 page work with the short iitle
The Enquiry. He included a 24 page survey of the world with regard to

mission.!

22




This could well be regarded as the first edition of OPERATION WORLD
(OW). Carey followed the journeys of Captain Cook and recorded as much
information as possible. The knowledge gathered is remarkable when we
consider the limited resources available to Carey. OW together with
additional website information provides 10,000 times more information than
was available to Carey.

The human race has spread into such remote places that it has only been
during the last ten years that a reasonably accurate and full survey has been
achieved.

It is helpful to define a little of what is meant by an unevangelised people
group(UPQG). In 1982 a group of mission leaders made this definition:

‘A significantly large ethnic or sociological grouping of people who
perceive themselves to have a common affinity for one another because of
their shared language, religion, ethnicity, residence, occupation, class or
caste. As suggested above it comes down in almost every case to ethnicity
and language.’?

OPERATION WORLD divides the world into twelve affinity sectors of
peoples which add up in all to about 12,000. The presentation is
overwhelming. It is a shock to see how many UPGs there are and just how
large some of them are such as the Sunda people of Java. For instance there
are 773 in South Asia which includes much of Pakistan, all India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and part of Burma.

A reader of OW can follow this up in more detail to find that in the state of
Bihar Jharkhand in North India there is a population of 75 million. This is
about the most neglected mission field in the world. There are 80 UPGs in
this area.

OW has served to stir up the creation of other agencies zealous for prayer
and world-wide evangelisation. One is OPERATION CHINA edited by Paul
Hathaway. It is his fifth ethnographic book. OC is the result of a team
working for ten years with researchers travelling to the remotest areas of
China. This included more than 100 trips into the interior by Paul Hathaway
himself. There are 704 original photos.

Woven into the largest population on earth is the ‘hidden China’, non-
Chinese people groups making up more than 100 million. OC introduces the
reader to hidden minority cultures as diverse as the pale, blue-eyed Muslims
of Xinjiang and the tribal peoples of the jungles of Yunnan with their
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intricately embroidered costumes; the Tibetans in the west, proud of their
heritage, and nomadic hunter tribes, related to the Eskimos located in the
extreme North-east of China.

The invaluable OPERATION CHINA describes 574 UPGs.

Although numerically the minorities of China account for only 6.7 of the
overall population, they inh it 62.5 percent of China’s territory. From this
700 page book of small print published in 2000, I will refer to two UPGs
which are typical. All the UPGs are diverse in character and language.

There are the A Che people, about 35,000 in number with their own
language. They live in the Yunnan province which borders Viemam. They
have their own customs. They are polytheists. There are no known
Christians among them (p. 23).

The Buriat number about 6¢ 00 living in China but overlapping into
Mongolia and Russia. In religion they are Shamanists. iere are no known
believers among them.

Another book modelled on OW is devoted to the UPGs of Indonesia. This
volume published in 2001 highlights 155 UPGs in 23 clusters. 70 UPGs are
found in Sumatra, an island of 473.000 sq km, three and a half times the size
of England (130,400 sq km). En; nd has a population of 50 million and
Sumatra 40 million.

I will highlight the western tip of Sumatra. Here we have the Aceh people
numbering about 3.5 million. Like a fortress within a fortress the Gayo
people form an enclave «  rritory within what is Aceh land. There are
about 35,000 Gayo. There are no known believers among them.

OPERATION INDONESIA describes 70 UPGs in Sumatra and these are all
in the firm grasp of Islam. The only parts of Sumatra that have been
evangelised are animist tribes. The utch Colonial rule allowed missionaries
to the tribes only not to places staunchly fuslim.

2 What will it take to reach these peoples and how long?
There are about 6,000 UPGs in the world. This estimate is based on the
criterion that a people group is not reached until a viable church is

established within that group. Initially it will take an army of about 150,000
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missionary families highly gifted, well trained, dedicated and determined to
win these UPGs for Christ. That estimate is probably far too little since some
UPGs are large. The largest is the Sunda people of Java (32 million). Teams
of missionaries will be needed to reach so many. First there has to be access.
In most places there is fierce resistance. That is why prayer is vital. If every
church adopted an UPG that would be excellent progress. Wherever possible
it is helpful to visit UPGs and by means of the dispersion of knowledge, seek
a new missionary awakening.

Reaching the UPGs in the next 150, or perhaps 200 years, is achievable
especially since missionary work is increasingly being taken on by those
nations affected by the escalation of the number of believers in Latin
American, sub-Saharan Africa and many parts of Asia. It may well be that
the Chinese Church, at present locked in by a Communist regime, will one
day send out an army of missionaries. Secular analysts suggest that by 2050
China will be the largest economic bloc in the world overtaking the USA and
the EU.

Brazil and the Philippines are nations that send out more missionaries than
they receive. From Nagaland a province in NE India where there has been a
revival missionaries now go out into the unevangelised parts of India.

The unfinished task can be viewed through the lens of UPG surveys but can
also be viewed by looking at the nations as independent political entities.
OW describes 230 nations which vary greatly from the vastness of China
and India, Indonesia and Brazil, to the relatively tiny island states of the
Caribbean such as French-speaking Martinique or English-speaking
Barbados.

In the 10/40 window (see OW p.17) there are Muslim strongholds,
monolithic nations of North Africa, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya.
Central to the 10/40 window is Saudi Arabia with a population of 21
million. With about 25 percent of the world’s known oil reserves Saudi
Arabia is a rich country and billions of dollars are spent to propagate Islam
round the world. Saudi Arabia is a nation impregnable to the gospel.
Christianity is prohibited and the Bible is outlawed. No Christian is allowed
to set foot in the holy city Mecca. All Christian missionary work is banned.

Does our Lord’s return depend on the condition of the establishment of
churches in every nation? The great commission, ‘teaching them to observe
everything I have commanded you’, seems to imply that. What then are we
to make of Saudi Arabia, a nation of about 21 million? Christians have been
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excluded from Saudi Arabia for 1,300 hundred years. They are forbidden to
work there. When will that change? Will it be the same for the next 500
years?

To enter monolithic Muslim nations will require a revolution greater by far
than the revolution of 1989 when the atheistic stranglehold of the Soviet
Union was broken, the Iron Curtain removed, and Eastern Europe liberated.
That was an astonishing international event. It came after much prayer.
Fervent prayer is needed if doors are to open in nations that are securely
locked up. There is also an increasing international awareness that
something is radically wrong if heaven is only attainable by blowing infidels
to pieces in suicide bombings. It is true that there are more Muslim converts
to Christianity than ever before. It is also true that there is a turning
especially among Iranians. ut we must be realistic; all this is the tiniest
trickle compared to those who ve in areas where church planting is
prohibited.

The suggestion made above is that it may take 200 years to complete the
mandate given by our Lord and that is without Saudi Arabia as suggested
above. However there is the unknown factor of revival.

‘The next great spiritual awakening may be utrerly unlike any that has gone
before. We must beware, then, of  undue fixation in our concept of revival.
The Holy Spirit is not limited to a stereotype. He enjoys and exhibits an
unconditional liberty.’

‘The Lord Jesus may at any time and under any circumstances grant us a
fresh bestowment of his Spirit. And we can be certain that nothing will
defeat God’s purpose whenever he chooses to renew a season of unusual
richness. How can any opposition down here on earth restrain the outpouring
of the Spirit from on high? ... At any time, in any measure, upon any church,
the Sovereign Lord is able to send the showers of his Spirit, for his greater
glory, our richer joy, and the salvation of the nations.’? [cited in Raymond C
Ortland, Ir, Revival sent from God, IVP, pp. 27 and 93]

! This work is included as an appendix in the excellent biography of William Carey by
Timothy George ISBN 1-56309-025-2

2 cited in OPERATION CHINA p 7.

3 cited in Raymond C Ortland, Jr, Revival sent from God, IVP, pp. 27 and 93.
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Three chapters are devoted to Covenant theology and the relationship
between circumcision and baptism. The important place of the Abrahamic
Covenant is expounded. What  out the 318 male servants who were
circumcised by virtue of being in Abraham’s household? Meredith Kline’s
work is examined and found not to answer the main question, namely, if
the Abrahamic Covenant is like the New Covenant why do we not proceed
to baptise whole people groups on the profession of faith of an eminent
leader of that people group? hn Owen is cited on page 64, ‘The New
Covenant alone is the pure Covenant of Grace revealed in the Old
Testament in terms of the promise of grace to come in Christ.” Therefore
the Abrahamic Covenant itself cannot constitute the Covenant of Grace, or
be ‘essentially identical’ to it. Dr Malone stresses the need to differentiate
carefully between each phase of covenantal development.

Helpful summaries or ¢ :lusions are set out throughout the book. For
instance this is part of the conclusion to chapter five: ‘Therefore
circumcision was a prospective sign of the need of heart-circumcision,
while baptism is a retrospec ‘e sign of the need of heart-circumcision
already received and confessed.” This is the biblical connection between
the two signs.

Part of the summary of conclusion for chapter six which addresses the
‘Oikos Formula® and hous old baptisms reads like this:

‘In summary, the accounts of Lydia’s and Stephanus’ households are
inconclusive and therefore provide no support for the practice of infant
baptism,while the accounts of Cornelius, Crispus, and the jailer favour
conscious belief as evidence of regeneration b re baptism. Therefore [
conclude that the weight of the household baptisms supports the baptism
of disciples alone.’

‘Neither can the oikos formula be used to justify infant baptism in the
household baptisms of the New Testament. Such construction depends
upon speculative theories about the date and practice of Jewish proselyte
baptism, yet ignores the clear and inspired evidence that the disciples only
of John, Jesus, and Pentecost were the immediate historical background to
Christian baptism.’
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This is not a minor issue. What we believe about baptism and how we view
our children affects our doctrine of the Church in numerous ways. There is
a lot at stake:

‘The New Testament church is identified repeatedly as ‘the disciples’
(Acts 6:1-7, 9:26, 11:26). This means that the local church must be
composed of baptised disciples alone who give evidence of regeneration
by their repentance and faith in Christ before their baptism. That is why
Peter commanded people » ‘repent and be baptised’ at Pentecost. There is
no room for a church made of believers and their seed as members without
a profession of faith before a disciple’s baptism. This is an ecclesiastical
implication that automa ally divides Christian brethren between
paedobaptist and Baptist churches’ (p. 195).

The book concludes with four valuable appendices. The first is a piece by
Spurgeon on baptism (pp. 205-222). This was originally published as an
augmentation of Thomas Watson’s Body of Divinity. Watson’s work was a
textbook at the Pastors’College. The Prince of Preachers did not let
Watson’s position on baptism go unchallenged. The second part is a
discussion on the proper mode of baptism (pp. 223-244). Since most of the
work touches in the subjects of baptism, it was appropriate to present some
material on the mode in this gracious manner. The third piece is a review
of Pierre Marcel’s The Biblical Doctrine of Infant Baptism. Marcel is used
to buttress paedobaptism 1 Murray does not. Malone engages Marcel
in a straightforward and ¢ | rnanner. In light of the body of the work
Marcel’s means and methods are shown as questionable. The last appendix
is taken from the first printing of The Second London Baptist Confession
of Faith commonly called the 1689 Confession (though originally
published in 1677). This historical document is useful on a couple of
fronts. It shows historical precedent for Dr. Malone’s use of the regulative
principle of worship. It also shows that in the main, Covenantal
Credobaptists and covenantal Paedobaptists do really have more in
common than they may want » admit.

Dr Fred Malone concludes his book with this appeal, ‘Finally, I call the
reader to add one more sola to your Reformed theology: credobaptism, the
baptism of disciples alone. Solis discipulus!’
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practices of tongues-speaking, prophesying, healing, dancing, the use of high-
powered music, etc.

A revival of interest in Reformed theology began in the 1960s, focused at first
in Britain and America. It began to spread worldwide, so that today a
Reformed movement is found in almost every part of the world. The Baptists
and the Presbyterians have benefited most from this recovery. The older
Particular Baptist churches have been revived and newer Reformed Baptist
churches have been founded, the two streams merging to form a worldwide
Reformed Baptist movement.

Distinctives

The beliefs of the Reformed Baptists are summarized in the London Baptist
Confession of Faith of 1689. In this document the major doctrines of the Bible
are stated clearly and concisely, yet with sufficient fullness so as to provide a
useful reference manual in this age of shallowness and confusion.

Apart from referring to this document, how may we describe the Reformed
Baptists? Reformed Baptists are ¢ racterized by the following emphases:

The sovereignty of God: God is all-powerful and in absolute control in
creation, history and salvation. God has predestined certain individuals from
before the creation of the world to be saved. These are known as ‘the elect’.
Every person is born sinful and is unable to do anything good to make God
accept him. God calls out the elect from the world by the proclamation of the
gospel, and changes their nature by the power of the Holy Spirit so that they
willingly turn to Christ to be saved. Christ died as a sacrifice in the place of
the elect, and rose from death to give them eternal life. Salvation is therefore
a free gift of God, not gained by human merit but received by faith in Christ.
This understanding of salvation has been called ‘Calvinism’.

The primacy of God’s Word: Scripture is the sole authority in all matters of
faith and practice. Preaching must occupy the central place in the worship
service. The Bible is to be preached in an expository manner: The preacher
must give the correct meaning and application of the Word, and direct it to the
consciences of the hearers.

The purity of Worship: The worship of God must be carried out ‘in spirit and
in truth’, i.e. with sincerity and according to God’s Word. Whatever is

commanded must be followed, while anything not commanded must be
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rejected. This is sometimes called ‘the regulative principle’. Worship is kept
God-centered, at the same time that the worshippers maintain a spirit of
reverence, joy, warmth and love.

The purity of the church: The local church is central and unique in the
purpose of God. Baptised believers voluntarily covenant together as a church
to worship and serve God. A high level of commitment is required of the
members, but no higher than what is taught in the Bible. Abilities differ from
individual to individual, but the Lord only requires that one does what he is
able, and no more. Through the exercise of pastoral oversight and church
discipline the membership is kept healthy and pure. No church is perfect in
this world, but that does not mean a church should be allowed to lose its
spirituality.

A radical discipleship: Reformed Baptists take seriously the truth that they
have been bought by the blood of Christ. They belong to God and wish to
glority God by living in accordance to the teaching of Scripture, even at great
personal cost to themselves. They are not extremists who love violence, nor
fanatics who disrupt the peace of the public. Conscious that they have been
reconciled with God, they actively seek to lead others to faith in Christ. They
do not claim to be perfect but, in dependence upon God, attempt to live holy
lives.

How do Reformed Baptists differ from other evangelicals?

There are evangelical churches that show great love for the Lord and have
been mightily blessed by Him. Such churches put us to shame and make us
yearn to live for the Lord better. Having said that, it remains true that there are
evangelicals who are weak in precisely those five areas that the Reformed
Baptists are strong. Many evangelicals think that it is enough to have faith in
Christ, to pray, and to attempt to win souls for Christ. They also have a
defective view of the sovereignty of God and a low view of the authority of
Scripture. Some have succumbed to charismatic teaching and practice, and
have also compromised the truth by joining the ecumenical movement.

How do Reformed Baptists differ from other Reformed Christians?
There are Reformed Christians who hold to infant baptism, believing that the

children of believers should be treated as church members and are therefore to
be baptized. They baptise by sprinkling instead of immersion. The baptism of
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infants leads to a mixed church membership consisting of believers and non-
believers. Reformed Baptists are of the view that only believers should make
up the membership of the church.

Some churches claim that they are ‘Reformed’ when they show no
appreciation of the Reformation nor of the truths recovered at that time. Others
hold to some of those truths but proceed no further. We do not use the word
‘Reformed’ in those ways.

How do Reformed Baptists differ from other Baptists?

Like the other evangelicals most of the non-reformed Baptists are either fully-
fledged Arminians or they hold to a modified Arminianism. Arminianism
teaches that Christ died for every indiv. 1al in the world, and man has free
will which must be exercised to ‘accept Christ’ so as to be saved.

How do the Reformed ptist churches relate to other evangelical
churches?

We recognise other churches as true churches of Christ if the fundamentals of
the faith are upheld by them. The mitations of time, ability and opportunity
mean that we have to practise selective fellowship with others. Truth
determines the degree of closeness that we forge with other churches: the more
of truth we agree upon, the closer is our fellowship, and vice versa.
Consequently our closest fellowship is with other Reformed Baptist churches,
followed by other Reformed churches, and then other evangelical churches.

How do the Reformed Ba) st churches in Namibia relate to one another?

We have the same beliefs an practices, although there is not a boring
uniformity among the churches. We are associated together in1 a definite way,
sharing our resources in mutual support, the training of ministers, and church
planting. Our church members have the opportunity to meet together in many
informal ways , but in particular through our annual Namibia Grace
Conference and other combined meetings that are organised regionally from
time to time.

Adapted from an article written by the Pastor Poh Boon Sing, Sri Hartamas
Church, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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