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Editorial 

200 issues! We celebrate a double century and do so with gratitude to 
our Lord who has provided from the beginning so that we have always 
had adequate funding . 

Reformation Today began in 1970 with several aims in mind. One was 
to guide Baptists in the Reformed renewal to the Second London 
Confession of Faith of 1689 and to show that becoming 'reformed' did 
not necessitate becoming Presbyterian or paedobaptist. David 
Kingdon's book Children of Abraham proved to be a spur to organise 
the first Carey Conference which now takes place every January. 

Readers will see from the review of the treatise by Fred Malone that we 
now have a comprehensive book on baptism which also relates to 
important books on paedobaptism such as those by Marcel and Prof 
John Murray. Fred Malone came from Presbyterianism. He refers in his 
book to Baptist pastors who join Presbyterian ranks. We are persuaded 
that almost all who do that do so not because of strong arguments for 
paedobaptism but because they see Presbyterian Church government as 
superior to independency which offers little security to ministers and in 
some instances none at all. 

Joachim Rieck, pastor of Eastside Baptist Church, Windhoek, Namibia, 
explains briefly the history and identity of Reformed Baptists. The best 
known initial or pioneer Reformed Baptists were William Kiffin (1616-
1701), Hansard Knollys (1599- 1691), Benjamin Keach (1640-1704) 
and Henry Jessey (1601 -1663). Kiffin, Knollys and Jessey were 
Puritans in the Anglican Church who came to the Baptist position. 
Benjamin Keach whose dates are a little later was a non-conformist 
who was persecuted. Prof Michael Haykin, principal of the Toronto 
Baptist Seminary, in his most readable book, Kif.fin, Knollys and 
Keach, Rediscovering our English Baptist Heritage (125 pp. 
Reformation Today Trust, 1996, available from EP) describes how on 
one occasion, when Keach was arrested while preaching, by a group of 
cavalrymen, four of them were so enraged with him that they swore 
that they would trample him to death with their horses. He was 



accordingly bound and forced to lie down upon the ground. But just as 
they were about to spur their horses down upon their victim, their 
commanding officer arrived and prevented them from harming Keach, 
who almost certainly would have been killed. 

Although he is numbered among the English Puritans, .John Bunyan, 
who is the most famous of our Baptist forebears of the 17th century, 
technically was not a Puritan. He was never an Anglican and for his 
refusal to have anything to do with the parish church he was 
imprisoned for twelve years. Yet in spiritual experience, in doctrine, in 
preaching style, in his doctrine of salvation especially in pressing and 
persuading his hearers to faith in Christ, he is the perfect exemplar of 
the English Puritans . 

A further aim of Reformation Today from the beginning in 1970 was to 
share the legacies of the Reformed Baptist movement with Baptists in 
overseas countries and especially in developing countries. The 
magazine is now being sent to 4 7 countries outside the UK. Alongside 
Reformation Today is the networking and news sharing work of the 
International Fellowship of Reformed Baptists, the initiation of which 
is referred to in the tribute to Ernest Reisinger. News from different 
countries is a common feature of the magazine. 

Over the years Reformation Today has developed a spiritual paitnership 
with Chapel Library, 2603 W. Wright Street, PENSACOLA, FL 32505, 
USA. chapel@mountzion.org Chapel Library has an extensive range 
of Spurgeonic and Puritan materials in several languages. I remember 
once when travelling on a coach in Spain a man who evangelised 
everyone on that coach with tracts. These tracts in Spanish came from 
Chapel Library and the man happened to be a converted Roman 
Catholic priest. On another occasion I was involved in a mission into 
Mexico and we were able to caiTy with us copious supplies of literature 
in Spanish from Chapel Library. 

Yet another aim of Reformation Today is to be at the cutting edge of 
theology and pastoral practice. Maitin Holdt's article shows how 
formidable is the calling of a pastor. Surely as we read Maitin's cogent 
exposition we are stirred to pray for pastors. Do you pray for your 
pastor? We need to pray for our pa tor rather than criticising him. 
Merrill C Tenney said, 'If a church wants a better pastor, it can get one 
by praying for the one it has. ' 
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The Work of the Pastor 

By Martin Holdt 

I have now been in the ministry for 37 years, and looking back, deplore the 
fact that I have made so many mistakes that could have been prevented had 
I known better. On the other hand, by God's grace alone, I have been 
blessed with a ministry which has been rewarded in the sense that I have 
been loved undeservedly by the various congregations where I have been; 
seen many, many people soundly converted and have joyfully watched so 
many Christians thriving spiritually under the ministry of the Word. Some 
months before my father died, he said to me, "I cannot understand why 
God has been so good to me." What he said captures what I feel today as 
well. God has been good to me. 

As I contemplate God's goodness, I am deeply indebted to those godly 
men and women who were mentors early in my Christian life and ministry. 
Most of them have already gone to glory, but their influence has left an 
indelible mark on my life for which I am exceedingly grateful. The Lord 
Jesus Christ put them in my way, and in writing this article I wish to pass 
on to young and often struggling pastors those things which I believe are 
essential ingredients in any ministry which is owned of God. 

THE CALL TO THE MINISTRY 

I am aware of the fact that more than ever there are pressures on the pastor 
or pastors who are expected to be super organisers and who carry a great 
deal of administrative work. This reminds us of Acts 6:4. The apostles 
said, 'It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of 
God in order to wait on tables; we will give ourselves to prayer and the 
ministry of the word. ' Thereafter seven deacons were chosen to free the 
apostles of that burden. 

There are so many crises, so many unexpected calls on a pastor 's time and 
so many spiritual conflicts that it is vital that he should be sure of his 
calling to the ministry. 
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Indeed I believe that it is absolutely essential to the success of the gospel 
ministry that those who are engaged in such a ministry know beyond any 
doubt that they have been called to serve Christ in this capacity, and that 
their calling is clearly recognised by congregations to which they preach. 
The apostle Paul states the case succinctly and clearly in Romans 10: 15, 
'And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things!' (ESV). Charles Haddon Spurgeon, and more 
recently Ivor Powell, strongly recommended that anyone giving thought to 
the Christian ministry should actually flee from it until they are compelled 
by God to do what he calls them to do with no other option but to submit 
to his order. 

The call to the ministry is first of all an inward sense of call. It is an 
irrepressible desire to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ. It is the 
result of a prolonged and prayerful consideration of the call. Secondly, it 
is tested in the congregation of the saints amongst whom the candidate 
needs to be well-known for his godliness, his ability to teach and preach, 
and his integrity. Thirdly there should be a measure of fruitfulness. I 
hesitate here because there are many who are battling in environments 
which are exceedingly hostile to the gospel. It is said of James Haldane the 
missionary to Morocco that he was outstanding in every respect of his life 
and ministry but never saw one convert in forty years. The harvest came 
later. To serve joyfully in barren situations is in itself a mark of calling. Yet 
that tension, even agony of desire for fruit, will live in a pastor called by 
God. 

THE POWER OF SCRIPTURE IN THE MINISTRY 

I have never yet met a useful and effective minister who did not major on 
a good daily intake of Scripture every day. 

Some years ago, I listened to an American preacher who was vlSltmg 
South Africa and who testified to the dramatic change and improvement in 
his ministry after a ministers' conference. When attending the conference 
he listened to one speaker after another making a variety of suggestions as 
to how to make the ministry more effective. He was unimpressed until an 
elderly man who was still engaged in youth work got up and had the 
audacity to chide the other speakers for having missed the mark! He asked 
them why they had not taken note of the significance of Joshua 1:8: 'This 
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Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that 
is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you 
will have good success.' He insisted that only a good dose of the Bible 
every day in the life of a pastor will render him fruitful in Christian 
service. The American pastor went home stin-ed and challenged. He 
began immediately to read 40 chapters of Scripture a day! At the time of 
his speaking here in South Africa, he had scaled down to 30 chapters a day 
and was determined never to make it less than that. Yet within days of his 
beginning to read the Scriptures so extensively, his congregation noticed a 
marked difference in his preaching. There was depth and there was 
authority. There was fervour plus wisdom and conviction. The church 
began to grow. Hundreds became thousands and the man has never looked 
back on a ministry that changed from being really average if not stale, to 
dynamic and rich in biblical content. 

I am fully aware of the fact that it is not only the copious reading of 
scripture that makes a difference, but the in-depth study of verses in the 
Bible particularly intended for exposition to the congregation. I am also 
not insistent that there is only one method for the study of Scripture. 

Meditation goes hand in hand with Scripture reading and it is needful for 
every pastor to build his own routine of living in the Word. Take note of 
the following: George Muller, after having read the Bible through one 
hundred times with increasing delight, made this statement: 'I look upon 
it as a lost day when I have not had a good time over the Word of God.' 
Muller testified, 'For more than half a century I have never known one day 
when I had not more business than I could get through. For 4 years I have 
had annually about 30,000 letters, and most of these have passed through 
my own hands. Then, as pastor of a church with 1,200 believers, great has 
been my care. Besides, I have had charge of five immense orphanages; 
also, at my publishing depot, the printing and circulating of millions of 
tracts , books, and Bibles; but I have always made it a rule never to begin 
work until I have had a good season with God and his Word. The blessing 
I have received has been wonderful.' 

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAYER 

It was Martin Luther who said, 'Prayer, temptation and meditation make 
the ministry.' If by meditation he meant reading the Scriptures, then the 
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other matter of prayer is equally important. There was never an effective 
servant of the Lord anywhere in Scripture who was not deeply committed 
to prayer. I do not know of a single successful minister of the gospel in 
our time who does not spend hours in prayer every week. 

When I refer to the time spent in prayer, I'm not for a moment thinking of 
clock-watching when you pray, for that can only tend to pride. However, 
to be properly engaged with God in communion, in both reading the 
Scriptures and praying takes time. Jesus once prayed all night, and 
according to Mark 1 :35, he rose up very early in the morning to pray. If 
Martin Luther said that the day he did not spend two and a half hours in 
prayer was a day that was ill-spent, it is not to be thought that he had a 
legalistic approach to the matter of personal prayer. That godly man and 
reformer had so much on his heart that it took him that amount of time to 
incorporate in private prayer all the elements which are essential to prayer. 
Private prayer consists of worship, confession of sin, supplication and 
thanksgiving. At a conference for ministers in America, it was discovered 
that most of them did not pray for longer than five minutes a day! That is 
appalling! 

Why then does it take up so much time? It is because if all the 
characteristics of proper prayer are carried through, then private prayer is 
going to take time. 

A preacher must always reflect on the extent to which he has been blessed 
and used in recent hours and days . This must be turned into thanksgiving 
to God who alone is the author of grace and those favours which make the 
ministry such an exhilarating experience. We must never be guilty of 
being unthankful. Since we sin continuously, we need to have a great 
sensitivity to our failures , and we should confess them, frankly, to God 
against whom we sin so often. In supplication we lay before him all our 
needs. I have written into a small notebook all the things I wish to bring 
to the Lord when I spend time in private intercession. It consists of several 
pages, and these include the names of all the members and adherents of the 
church which I pastor, including their children. I pray for them each day 
because I sense that I need to do so if I'm to be a faithful pastor. 
Remember Samuel who declared, 'As for me, far be it from me that I 
should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you ' (1 Samuel 12:23). 
We sin if we do not pray for those whom God has put under our charge. It 
is unimaginable that anyone should be in the ministry who is not prepared 
to bring the names of all the people for whom he is responsible regularly 
to the throne of grace. This is absolutely essential. 
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The wisdom of rising early before the day's activities actually begin has 
helped me immensely over the years. Furthermore, when I pray, I pray 
aloud in my private devotion. Charles Haddon Spurgeon has helped me 
enormously in this regard. The following quotations from his sermon on 
Mark 1 :35 are a great encouragement to practise this discipline: 

'Certainly, our Lord Jesus Christ rose up early and went alone in the dark 
to pray, because he loved to put prayer first of all. He would go nowhere 
till he had prayed. He would attempt nothing till he had prayed. He would 
not cast out a devil, he would not preach a sermon, he would work no cure, 
however necessary, however profitable, until first of all he had drawn near 
to God. Take thou good heed unto thyself, my brother, that thou follow the 
same rule. Look no man in the face till thou hast seen the face of God. 
Speak thou with none till thou hast had speech with the Most High. Go 
not to thy labour with thy loins ungirt with the girdle of devotion, lest thou 
fail therein. Take not thou to running till thou hast in prayer laid aside 
every weight, lest thou lose the race. We cannot, we must not, think of 
entering upon a day, or upon an enterprise, without first saying, Bring 
hither the ephod: let us ask counsel of the Lord! We can do nothing 
without our God; let us attempt nothing without him. So the Saviour rises 
a great while before day, and gets alone with his God, that for him prayer 
might perfume the morning's dew, and sweeten the first breath of the 
dawn. ' 

The tremendous value of having at least one day a week in prayer and 
fasting has been a source of great help in the ministry. In fact, looking 
back over nearly four decades of pastoring and preaching, the most fruitful 
times in my ministry were those years when I would spend two days a 
week in prayer and fasting, and experience the most wonderful mercies 
and favours of God in the salvation of lost sinners and in the building up 
of the people of God. 

I strongly recommend the regular reading of books on prayer. 

In addition to personal and private prayer, it is the pastor's duty to 
encourage proper prayer meetings, separate from the Bible Study. 
Corporate prayer was never meant to be latched on the end of a Bible 
Study when people are often in a hurry to get home. There is a biblical 
basis for corporate prayer, and this ought to be practised by the entire 
church on a weekly basis. It is unimaginable to think of congregations 
which do not meet regularly for prayer as the early church did. 
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We receive not because we ask not, James 4:3; it is up to us who are in the 
front ranks of the Christian ministry to be exemplary in our commitment 
to private and corporate prayer. Without it the ministry will fail miserably. 

TAKE UP AND READ 

I do not know what would have happened in my life had I not been given 
the encouragement to read, which older ministers urged me to do when I 
was young. It is and shall always be a discipline. You have to make 
yourself sit down and read and you have to apply yourself rigorously to 
this task. It is most significant to think of the apostle Paul, conscious of 
his imminent martyrdom, wanting to spend his last few hours on earth 
reading, for that is what prompted his plea to Timothy in 2 Timothy 4: 13: 
'When you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the 
books, and above all the parchments.' 

John Piper has given invaluable advice in regard to the matter of reading: 
'We think we don't have time to read. We despair of reading anything 
spiritually rich and substantial because life seems to be lived in snatches. 
One of the most helpful discoveries I have made is how much can be read 
in disciplined blocks of twenty minutes a day. 

'Suppose that you read slowly, say about 250 words a minute (as I do). 
This means that in twenty minutes you can read about five thousand 
words. An average book has about four hundred words to a page. So you 
could read about twelve-and-a-half pages in twenty minutes. Suppose you 
discipline yourself to read a certain author or topic twenty minutes a day, 
six days a week, for a year. That would be 312 times 12.5 pages for a total 
of 3,900 pages. Assume that an average book is 250 pages long. This 
means you could read fifteen books like that in one year. 

'Or take a longer classic like John Calvin's Institutes (fifteen hundred 
pages in the Westminster edition). At twenty minutes a day and 250 words 
a minute and six days a week, you could finish it in twenty-five weeks. 
Then Augustine's The City of God and B B Warfield 's Inspiration and 
Authority of the Bible could be finished before year's end. 

'This helpful discovery freed me from the paralysis of not starting great, 
mind-shaping, heart-enriching books because I lacked enough big blocks 
of time. It turns out that I don ' t need long pe1iods of time in order to read 
three masterpieces in one year ! I needed twenty minutes a day, six days a 
week. 
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'Several other thoughts made the discovery even more exciting. Is it too 
hard to imagine disciplining yourself to set aside twenty minutes early in 
the morning, twenty minutes after lunch, and twenty minutes before you 
go to bed to read on various topics for your soul and mind? If not, then 
think what you could read! Thirty-six medium-sized books! John Stott 
says that an hour a day is an 'absolute minimum for time for study which 
even the busiest pastors should be able to manage'. 

'Many will achieve more. But the minimum would amount to this: every 
day at least one hour; every week one morning, afternoon or evening; 
every month a full day; every year a week. Set out like this, it sounds very 
little. Indeed, it is too little. Yet everybody who tries it is surprised to 
discover how much reading can be done within such a disciplined 
framework. It adds up to nearly six hundred hours in the course of a year.' 
(John Stott, Between Two Worlds: The Art of Preaching in the Twentieth 
Century). Quoted from John Piper, Brothers we are NOT professionals, 
p.66-67 

Some may read at a slow pace because they major on meditation and 
reflection. I heard of one pastor whose entire doctrinal understanding and 
ministry was transformed through reading Stephen Charnock's great work 
on the attributes of God. It took him six years to complete. 

Lack of reading and study is often the cause of preaching which is 
repetitious, given to too many anecdotes and stories and which is 
unedifying and lacking in spiritual impact. 

More good books are available to pastors and their people than has been 
the case in ages past since the time of the apostles. So much is this the case 
that for some who love reading there is the temptation to neglect those 
areas of the ministry that I have described above. 

THE NEED TO LOVE 

It is surprising that the importance of loving God's people is not brought 
to the attention of pastors more frequently. Love is a foremost attribute of 
our Triune God. He is love. 

'A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.' (John 
13:34-35). It is clear from the letters of the apostle Paul that he loved the 
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churches to whom he wrote. 'For God is my witness, how I yearn for you 
all with the affection of Christ Jesus' (Phil 1:8). 

Few pastors will tell their congregations from their pulpits of their love for 
their people. The pastor should tell them that he loves them all! I learned 
this lesson from a colleague in England, and when I do have occasion to 
tell the people from the pulpit that I love them, the response is almost 
overwhelming. If pastors do not give proof of the love of God in their 
hearts, how can they expect their church members to love one another? 

THE NECESSITY OF PASTORAL VISITING 

I have noted with alarm that in recent years some ministers do not deem it 
an essential part of their ministry to visit people in their homes in order to 
share the Word of God with them, catechise them, talk with them and pray 
for them. It seems as if the thought is that the pastor's principal 
responsibility of preaching and teaching invalidates the need for visiting 
the people. The Lord's indictment against the shepherds of Israel clearly 
points to a situation where the people of God were not sought after and 
visited where they lived. Ezekiel 34:4, The weak you have not 
strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound 
up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, 
and with force and harshness you have ruled them.' In an average 
congregation, all the people, members and adherents may easily be visited 
over a space of time, and every pastor needs to pursue this objective 
energetically, heartily and lovingly. 

YOUR LIFE PREACHES ALL THE WEEK 

I close with the urgent plea of Robert Mmny M' Cheyne who was so 
mightily used of God and who, though he died as a young man of only 29 
years of age, left a spiritual legacy from which Scotland and people all 
over the world are still deriving benefit. He said, 'Study universal holiness 
of life. Your whole usefulness depends on this, for your sermons last but 
an hour or two - your life preaches all the week. If Satan can only make a 
covetous minister a lover of praise, of pleasure, of good eating - he has 
ruined his ministry. Give yourself to prayer, and get your texts, your 
thoughts , your words from God. In great measure, according to the purity 
and perfections of the instrument, will be success. It is not great talents 
God blesses, so much as great likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an 
awesome weapon in the hand of God.' 

lO!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!~~!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 



News 

Model of new Grace and Truth Church. 

Israel 

Here we report an update on the 
construction of the Grace and Truth 
Church building near Gedera, 40 
minutes south of Tel Aviv. A number of 
churches have been imported into 
Israel, Anglican, Roman Catholic and 
Greek Orthodox. But this may be the 
first indigenous Jewish Christian 
church building in a totally Jewish area 
in Israel's history. It could be said that 
not even Peter had a church building. 
Editor. 

The construction of our congregational 
home has made progress. It is now time 

to step back and assess what has been 
done. The shell has been up for some 
time now. In the course of 2003 we 
built the perimeter fence, leaving 
finishing touches to a later date. This 
gave our workers and volunteers 
security as well as helping to secure the 
building from vandalism. A guard is on 
site 24 hours a day. 

Some 65% of the internal plastering has 
now been completed; all of the 
plumbing is in place, as well as the 
sewerage and drainage on the site. The 
plumbing was carried out by a team of 
volunteers from Germany, jointly 
funded by EDI and Hilfe fuer Brueder. 
A member of the church resigned from 



his work and devoted some three 
months to wiring the building for 
electricity. Congregants assisted the 
three who worked for the church in 
plastering, cleaning the building and 
the site, preparing for the flooring and 
offering general assistance as needed. 

Our brethren from the Isaac da Costa 
Fund in the Netherlands assisted us in 
funding part of the work and organised 
a group of volunteers who contributed 
all of the tiling needed for the building, 
and then came themselves(!) to lay part 
of the tiling. The same team hopes to 
return in October to do more of the 
work needed. 

We have at long last received the 
required permit for the dome, which 
has been engineered and is now being 
assembled. In the providence of God, 
the permit which granted us permission 
to increase the height of the dome, also 
extends our building permit for three 
years. This eliminates the need to ask 
for renewal and risk refusal because of 
Orthodox opposition. 

The skylight has been put in place and 
now the inside of the building is fully 
protected from the ravages of the 
winter. 

We closed the year 2003 with three men 
on staff, working on the site and 
assisted by congregants and other 
volunteers. In February we had to let 
one of the men go. In July we will have 
to let another go, calling a stop to most 
of the work on site until the Lord 
enables us to continue. Vasili will be 
working with the aid of volunteers, but 
we expect progress to be very slow 
indeed. This is a cause for concern 

because it forces the cost of 
construction still higher. However slow 
our progress, we need to pay the 
insurance company and the guard on 
duty, a (small) retainer must also be 
paid the Project Manager, and prices 
continue to rise. 

During the six months between 
November 2003 and April 2004 we 
spent some $220,000, performing work 
to the value of $500,000. Apart from 
the remaining plastering that needs to 
be done, the painting and carpentry, 
most of what still awaits completion is 
no longer labour-intensive. The 
materials, professional know-how and 
equipment involved constitute most of 
the cost. We, therefore, will not be able 
to make significant progress until 
relatively large sums are available. 

God has shown us much grace 
heretofore. This is his work, not ours. 
We rest confident in his providence and 
goodwill. We also thank the many who 
continue to support our labours in both 
large and small ways. Please pray with 
us as we seek to serve him and make 
maximally wise use of the resources he 
places in our hands. 

Volunteers 

Though our financial resources are 
extremely low, we are in the stage of 
building the dome and cannot halt the 
work without incurring substantial 
financial loss. Volunteers for that aspect 
of the work and for other parts of 
construction are greatly needed. 
Following this, the floor still needs to 
be laid. Once we have the funds, there 
will be a great deal of carpentry to be 



Working on site at the Grace and Truth Church. Andrei at the concrete mixer. 

done. A team of two or three hard
working men could do wonders. If you 
would be interested in corning over to 
help us , please write to 
maozsec@attglobal.net 
Baruch Maoz 

South Africa 

The Afrikaans Reformed Baptist 
Movement in South Africa. 

A report by Bruce Button 

The Afrikaans Reformed Baptist 
Movement in South Africa is still small, 
but it is vibrant and growing. The 
movement began in the early 1990s, in 
a church in Vereeniging, about 80 km 
South of Johannesburg, under the 
leadership of Pastor Nico van der Walt. 
Nico had been pastoring the church for 

about five and a half years, during 
which time it was part of the 
charismatic movement. In 1990 he left 
the church and moved to Cape Town, 
where he came to a conviction of the 
sufficiency of Scripture and found a 
home amongst the Reformed Baptists. 
Two years later the church members in 
Vereeniging issued a call to Nico to 
return as their pastor; he accepted the 
call on the understanding that he would 
preach the doctrines of grace and lead 
the church according to the teaching of 
Scripture alone. 

After a period of being exposed to this 
kind of expository preaching, the 
church adopted the 1689 Baptist 
Confession and joined the Reformed 
Baptist Association. Aboutthis time it 
took the name of Antipas Baptist 
Church , after the man whom Christ 
calls 'my faithful witness' in 



Revelation 2:13. Although Antipas was 
a relatively small congregation, its 
ministry began to extend across South 
Africa. It started a literature ministry to 
distribute sound biblical and doctrinal 
studies free of charge. The ministry of 
Antipas was also expanded through 
Nico's teaching rrumstry at the 
Lynnwood Ridge Bible School in 
Pretoria. One of the families who had 
been exposed to Nico's ministry at the 
Bible School was searching for an 
Afrikaans-speaking church where they 
could be fed spiritually by faithful 
expository preaching. Eventually, in 
1997, they wrote to Nico, asking him to 
come and plant a church in Pretoria. 

In this way Antipas Reformed Baptist 
Church, Pretoria, was planted and it has 
become a home for many who have 
been seeking a church characterised by 
sound preaching and Christ-like love. 
One person has testified that it was 
through this church's ministry that he 
first experienced the reality of Christ's 
promise, ' the truth shall set you free'. 
In 2003 Antipas, Pretoria began holding 
services in Johannesburg, and an 
autonomous church has now been 
established there. God in his mercy is 
enabling these Afrikaans-speaking 
Reformed Baptist churches to spread 
the gospel message far and wide. The 
literature ministry continues to grow 
and to be a blessing to many; the 
Pretoria congregation supports a media 
ministry, and has started a theological 
seminary in co-operation with like
minded churches; the Vereeniging 
congregation runs a monthly 
theological training programme for 
local pastors as well as a regular 
preaching programme in the local 

prison. It is the prayer of all concerned 
with these churches and ministries that 
God will be glorified and Christ's 
kingdom extended throughout the 
world, and particularly amongst 
Afrikaans-speaking people. 

Argentine 

News from Trevor Routley 

With God's help we are going ahead 
with a conference for pastors in 
November. The plan is to have two 
three-day conferences. The first in 
Buenos Aires, the first week of 
November, and the following week a 
second in Villa Carlos Paz, where 
missionary Don Donell works. 

While Don organises the activity in 
Carlos Paz, we are planning the 
program in Buenos Aires. God willing 
three men will be speaking. A 
Reformed Baptist pastor from Chile, 
Jim Adams (ex-missionary in 
Colombia) and William Green, who 
works with the World Reformation 
Fellowship, and also speaks Spanish. 
We have already booked the venue in 
Buenos Aires. We are doing the best to 
maintain costs at a reasonable level, but 
we will have to charge each pastor $100 
Argentine pesos, the equivalent of £20 
each. That does not sound much until 
you realise that many pastors earn no 
more than £100 a month. Also we are 
offering to help them with costs, and if 
necessary, travel expenses. We are very 
thankful to God that our home church, 
Welwyn, has promised to subsidise 
pastors who come (up to 50%). Also 
another church has promised help. 



Please let us know if you are interested 
in helping, as we would like to offer 
help with travel expenses in needy 
cases. 

Germany 

David Vaughn, France 

In April I went to Germany to finish 
giving a course on preaching and then 
participate in a camp with German 
Reformed Baptist churches, as we have 
done for the last 3 years. This year 
about 150 were present. It 1s 
encouraging to see this annual 
conference grow under God's hand and 
prove to be a blessing to the churches, 
who feel quite troubled as evangelicals 
in Germany abandon belief in the 
inspiration of Scripture and become 
vulnerable to a host of errors. The main 
church that I have had contact with is in 
Wetzlar, near Frankfort. It is a church of 
around 70 people. Their great need is 
to have elders and an experienced full
time pastor who can lead them forward. 
They have no elders at the present. 
Problems in the church have hindered 
in this area for the past few years but 
hopefully a turning point has been 
reached. Pray that God will provide the 
men that they need to be a vibrant, 
godly and evangelistic force in this part 
of Germany. 

Zambia 

Erroll Hulse 

The photos in this issue are devoted 
mostly to Zambia. Two were taken in 
Lusaka and the rest in Kitwe. 

Zambia has a population of about ten 
million and is centrally placed in 
heartland of Southern Africa. 
Compared with the UK which has a 
density of 241 people per square 
kilometre, Zambia has only 12. There 
are wide areas of virgin land. Copper 
has long been and continues to be, the 
main source of national income. The 
mining towns of Kitwe (about a 
million) and Ndola (800,000) are 
second to the capital of Lusaka (1.7 
million). After a long journey by air 
stopping at Nairobi in Kenya, it is 
better to stop over for a day in Lusaka 
before undertaking the long single 
carriage road journey to Kitwe. 

The purpose of my visit was to present 
the issues of the 16th-century 
Reformation in five one hour sessions 
at a three day conference over the 
Easter weekend. About 200 attended. 
There are not many towns in the UK 
where 200, mostly on the young side, 
will gather with enthusiasm for that 
subject the main point of application 
being our willingness to promote 
needed reformation today. Incorporated 
into the conference was a graduation 
ceremony for twenty graduates from 
the Bible College led by pastor Happy 
Ngoma. 

While in Kitwe I spent a couple of 
hours with Alfred Nyirenda who is 
director of the SOS homes which is a 
charity work funded out of Austria. 
Sixteen homes have been built each to 
accommodate twelve AIDS orphans, 
each with two house-mothers . SOS 
cares for other vulnerable children as 
well as AIDS orphans. These buildings 



are impressive and beautifully 
maintained. A medical clinic has been 
built to serve not only the orphans but 
the surrounding area. Soon a school is 
to be built on the same site which will 
serve the area and provide education 
from grade one to matriculation. For 
security the whole area is enclosed. I 
was introduced to some of the house
mothers and children. Alfred has 
tremendous responsibility for the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and is 
deserving of our prayers. 

Reformed teaching was systematically 
taught in Kitwe Chapel by pastor 
Alfred Nyirenda during the mid 1980s. 
The building was erected by the Dutch 
Reformed Church of South Africa in 
1954 and purchased from them by a 
Brethren Assembly in the mid 1970s. 
Kitwe Chapel has subsequently been 
led by Andrew Muwowo who is now 
studying at Bryntirion in South Wales. 
Kitwe Chapel currently has a 
congregation of about 120. Kitwe 
Chapel gave birth to Riverside Church 
(about 150 members) led by pastor 
Happy Ngoma and also to Nkana East 
Chapel pastored by Tryson M'Tonga 
(200 members). In addition three 
other churches have been planted, 
Chachacha in 2002 ( 60 members) an.d 
during 1999, Ndeke Village Chapel 
(about 60 members). In addition two 
further church plants are being 
attempted. With the exception of the 
latter where the work is very new, a 
steady growth is reported from these 
churches. 

Behind the growth there were cogent 
influences of missionaries Eric Rea 

who was a surgeon and church elder 
and John Simons who was a full-time 
m1Ss10nary. They stressed the 
combination of evangelism by house to 
house visiting and the centrality of 
ex ository and doctrinal preaching and 
to these ingredients was added 
patience. 

It is seldom that there is progress 
without some tremors. Some who felt 
that doctrinal reformation was too slow 
separated and formed T1inity Reformed 
Baptist Church in Kitwe which has a 
membership of about twenty. One 
church leader suggested that the move 
was not all negative as this RB church 
has served as a catalyst to think issues 
through as to whether they stem from 
Scripture or church tradition. 

Not relishing the long road journey 
back to Lusaka I discovered that there 
is a daily plane from Ndola to Lusaka. 
A seat on that enabled me to spend half 
a day with Conrad Mbewe and also to 
meet other pastors including Victor 
Kanyense, Kennedy Sunkutu and 
Grave Singogo. Conrad took me to 
deprived areas of Lusaka, indeed some 
of the most needy I have ever seen in 
my travels . John Laing Reformed 
Baptist Church pastored by Collins 
Dube, is in the heart of that area. 

An interesting question came in during 
the question time at the conference on 
the 16th-century reformation. The 
question read, 'I an Arminian. Am I 
saved?' My answer, 'Everyone joined 
to Christ by faith is saved, but it is 
muddle-headed to be an Arminian. ' 
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Pastors Happy Ngoma and Tryson M 'Tonga with Dr Henry Mugala. 

The choir at Nkana East Chapel. 



Alfred Nyirenda the director of the SOS homes and village development. Sixteen 
homes like the one in the background have been built. In the picture is Tryson and 
one of the matron carers there being two to each of twelve homes that have been 
completed each accommodating twelve AIDS orphans. 

Kitwe chapel which was purchased.from 
the DRC of South Africa. The 
architecture is typical of South African 
Dutch Reformed style of the 1950s. 

Collins Dube pastor of the John Laing 
RB Church in Lusaka. 



Holiday Bible Club at Chachata Chapel. 

Football team at Riverside Church which has about 150 members. 



Musicians of the future at Nkana East Chapel. 

Pastor Joachim Rieck, see page 33. 
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The Great Commission 

How far have we to go? 

Erroll Hulse 

The well-known great commission is recorded m the last paragraph of 
Matthew (28:16-20). 

If you put yourself in the shoes of one of the eleven disciples that event will 
come to life. To start with you would have made a four day journey of 80 
miles from Jerusalem to Galilee. It would be a bonus to see your family. You 
would not go all that way and not do so. The text says some doubted. 
Traumatised by the terrible events in Jerusalem culminating in the 
crucifixion of Christ you might well be coming to terms with his 
resurrection. You would think to yourself, I will certainly want to feel his 
body. That is not irreverent. Thomas the doubter had been invited to do so. 
John was proud to have done so (1 John 1: 1). Then there was the fearful 
thought of being sent back all 80 miles to Jerusalem. What grisly end will 
face me if I meet head-on the hatred of the Sanhedrin that sent Jesus to his 
death? From Acts chapter five we know that these disciples would have 
been killed but for the timely intervention of Gamaliel. 

The great commission of Matthew 28:18-20 consists of a mandate for the 
work to be done and an assurance. 

First the work to be done. 

There are two parts to the work. The first is pioneering, making disciples and 
baptising them. The second is consolidation: 'teaching them to observe all 
things I have commanded you'. We cannot afford to neglect the first and if 
the second is neglected the churches fall into errors and heresies of all kinds . 
For instance the numerical state of the Church in Nigeria is large but the 
majority seem to have fallen into the prosperity gospel. Widespread 
corruption in Nigeria does not seem to be checked by the salt or light of 
Christianity. 

The commission is universal in scope, all nations. Its terminus with regard 
to time is the very end of the age. It will be helpful to look how this is 
stressed in the text: 



kai idou ego meth humon eimi pasas tas hemeras heos tes sunteleias tou 
aionos. 
and behold I am with you all the days until the completion of the age. 

Note the emphasis, to the very end of the age. When this age or dispensation 
ends that is the very end. (Mt 25 :1; Lk 17:30; l Th 4:13-18; 2 Th 1:7-10; 2 
Peter 3:10); Rev 1:7). 

When we contemplate the enmity of sinners and the opposition because the 
kings of the earth take counsel against the LORD and againslt his anointed, 
this commission is overwhelming (Ps 2: 1). These rugged, simple disciples 
had no resources and no influence of note. The commission passes from 
them to us. We like them are weak. As I will show the work is overwhelming 
in its difficulty. 

The labour involved is huge in extent and :is dauntingly formidable. But then 
there is the assurance that goes with it:. This is an assurance which is 
commensurate with the vastness of the work. He will be with us every day 
until the very end of the age. There is no clay that he will not be with us. He 
will attend us with all his power every day. 

Christian history has run its course for 2000 years. My purpose is to ask, 
How far have we progressed in the fulfilment of the great commission? 

How far have we to go to complete the task? 

In facing this question I take nations to mean people groups and languages 
as it says in Revelation 5:9, 'people from every tribe and language and 
people and nation' . This is nearly always ethnolinguistic, a distinct people 
together with their language. An example of diversity in Eastern Europe is 
Bosnia, Serbia, Kosovo and Croatia, all parts of what formerly was called 
Yugoslavia .. 

I will develop the subject as follows: 

1 How many unreached peoples are there left in the world? 
2 What will it take to reach these peoples and how long? 

1 How many unreached peo1~Res are then~ left in the world 

In 1791192 William Carey published his 57 page work with the short title 
The Enquiry. He included a 24 page survey of the world with regard to 
mission.1 



This could well be regarded as the first edition of OPERATION WORLD 
(OW). Carey followed the journeys of Captain Cook and recorded as much 
information as possible. The knowledge gathered is remarkable when we 
consider the limited resources available to Carey. OW together with 
additional website information provides 10,000 times more information than 
was available to Carey. 

The human race has spread into such remote places that it has only been 
during the last ten years that a reasonably accurate and full survey has been 
achieved. 

It is helpful to define a little of what is meant by an unevangelised people 
group(UPG). In 1982 a group of mission leaders made this definition: 

'A significantly large ethnic or sociological grouping of people who 
perceive themselves to have a common affinity for one another because of 
their shared language, religion, ethnicity, residence, occupation, class or 
caste. As suggested above it comes down in almost every case to ethnicity 
and language.' 2 

OPERATION WORLD divides the world into twelve affinity sectors of 
peoples which add up in all to about 12,000. The presentation is 
overwhelming. It is a shock to see how many UPGs there are and just how 
large some of them are such as the Sunda people of Java. For instance there 
are 773 in South Asia which includes much of Pakistan, all India, Sri Lanka, 
Bangladesh and part of Burma. 

A reader of OW can follow this up in more detail to find that in the state of 
Bihar Jharkhand in North India there is a population of 75 million. This is 
about the most neglected mission field in the world. There are 80 UPGs in 
this area. 

OW has served to stir up the creation of other agencies zealous for prayer 
and world-wide evangelisation. One is OPERATION CHINA edited by Paul 
Hathaway. It is his fifth ethnographic book. OC is the result of a team 
working for ten years with researchers travelling to the remotest areas of 
China. This included more than 100 trips into the interior by Paul Hathaway 
himself. There are 704 original photos. 

Woven into the largest population on earth is the 'hidden China', non
Chinese people groups making up more than 100 million. OC introduces the 
reader to hidden minority cultures as diverse as the pale, blue-eyed Muslims 
of Xinjiang and the tribal peoples of the jungles of Yunnan with their 



intricately embroidered costumes; the Tibetans in the west, proud of their 
heritage, and nomadic hunter tribes, related to the Eskimos located in the 
extreme North-east of China. 

The invaluable OPERATION CHINA describes 574 UPGs. 

Although numerically the minorities of China account for only 6.7 of the 
overall population, they inhabit 62.5 percent of China's territory. From this 
700 page book of small print published in 2000, I will refer to two UPGs 
which are typical. All the UPGs are diverse in character and language. 

There are the A Che people, about 35,000 in number with their own 
language. They live in the Yunnan province which borders Vietnam. They 
have their own customs. They are polytheists. There are no known 
Christians among them (p. 23). 

The Buriat number about 65,000 living in China but overlapping into 
Mongolia and Russia. In religion they are Shamanists. There are no known 
believers among them. 

Another book modelled on OW is devoted to the UPGs of Indonesia. This 
volume published in 2001 highlights 155 UPGs in 23 clusters. 70 UPGs are 
found in Sumatra, an island of 473,000 sq km, three and a half times the size 
of England (130,400 sq km). England has a population of 50 million and 
Sumatra 40 million. 

I will highlight the western tip of Sumatra. Here we have the Aceh people 
numbering about 3.5 million. Like a fortress within a fortress the Gayo 
people form an enclave of territory within what is Aceh land. There are 
about 35,000 Gayo. There are no known believers among them. 

OPERATION INDONESIA describes 70 UPGs in Sumatra and these are all 
in the firm grasp of Islam. The only parts of Sumatra that have been 
evangelised are animist tribes . The Dutch Colonial rule allowed missionaries 
to the tribes only not to places staunchly Muslim. 

2 What will it take to reach !these peoples and how long? 

There are about 6,000 UPGs in the world. This estimate is based on the 
criterion that a people group is not reached until a viable church is 
established within that group. Initially it will take an army of about 150,000 



missionary families highly gifted, well trained, dedicated and determined to 
win these UPGs for Christ. That estimate is probably far too little since some 
UPGs are large. The largest is the Sunda people of Java (32 million). Teams 
of missionaries will be needed to reach so many. First there has to be access. 
In most places there is fierce resistance. That is why prayer is vital. If every 
church adopted an UPG that would be excellent progress. Wherever possible 
it is helpful to visit UPGs and by means of the dispersion of knowledge, seek 
a new missionary awakening. 

Reaching the UPGs in the next 150, or perhaps 200 years, is achievable 
especially since missionary work is increasingly being taken on by those 
nations affected by the escalation of the number of believers in Latin 
American, sub-Saharan Africa and many parts of Asia. It may well be that 
the Chinese Church, at present locked in by a Communist regime, will one 
day send out an army of missionaries. Secular analysts suggest that by 2050 
China will be the largest economic bloc in the world overtaking the USA and 
the EU. 

Brazil and the Philippines are nations that send out more missionaries than 
they receive. From Nagaland a province in NE India where there has been a 
revival missionaries now go out into the unevangelised parts of India. 

The unfinished task can be viewed through the lens of UPG surveys but can 
also be viewed by looking at the nations as independent political entities. 
OW describes 230 nations which vary greatly from the vastness of China 
and India, Indonesia and Brazil, to the relatively tiny island states of the 
Caribbean such as French-speaking Martinique or English-speaking 
Barbados. 

In the 10/40 window (see OW p.17) there are Muslim strongholds, 
monolithic nations of North Africa, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and Libya. 
Central to the 10/40 window is Saudi Arabia with a population of 21 
million. With about 25 percent of the world's known oil reserves Saudi 
Arabia is a rich country and billions of dollars are spent to propagate Islam 
round the world. Saudi Arabia is a nation impregnable to the gospel. 
Christianity is prohibited and the Bible is outlawed. No Christian is allowed 
to set foot in the holy city Mecca. All Christian missionary work is banned. 

Does our Lord's return depend on the condition of the establishment of 
churches in every nation? The great commission, 'teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you ' , seems to imply that. What then are we 
to make of Saudi Arabia, a nation of about 21 million? Christians have been 



excluded from Saudi Arabia for 1,300 hundred years. They are forbidden to 
work there. When will that change? Will it be the same for the next 500 
years? 

To enter monolithic Muslim nations will require a revolution greater by far 
than the revolution of 1989 when the atheistic stranglehold of the Soviet 
Union was broken, the Iron Curtain removed, and Eastern Europe liberated. 
That was an astonishing international event. It came after much prayer. 
Fervent prayer is needed if doors are to open in nations that are securely 
locked up . There is also an increasing international awareness that 
something is radically wrong if heaven is only attainable by blowing infidels 
to pieces in suicide bombings. It is true that there are more Muslim converts 
to Christianity than ever before. It is also true that there is a turning 
especially among Iranians. But we must be realistic; all this is the tiniest 
trickle compared to those who live in areas where church planting is 
prohibited. 

The suggestion made above is that it may take 200 years to complete the 
mandate given by our Lord and that is without Saudi Arabia as suggested 
above. However there is the unknown factor of revival. 

'The next great spiritual awakening may be utterly unlike any that has gone 
before. We must beware, then, of an undue fixation in our concept of revival. 
The Holy Spirit is not limited to a stereotype. He enjoys and exhibits an 
unconditional liberty. ' 

'The Lord Jesus may at any time and under any circumstances grant us a 
fresh bestowment of his Spirit. And we can be certain that nothing will 
defeat God 's purpose whenever be chooses to renew a season of unusual 
richness . How can any opposition down here on earth restrain the outpouring 
of the Spirit from on high? ... At any time, in any measure, upon any church, 
the Sovereign Lord is able to send the showers of bis Spirit, for his greater 
glory, our richer joy, and the salvation of the nations.' 3 [cited in Raymond C 
Ortland, Jr, Revival sent from God, IVP, pp. 27 and 93] 

1 This work i s included as an appendix in the excellent biography of William Carey by 
Timothy George ISBN 1-56309-025-2 

2 cited in OPERATION CHINA p 7. 
3 cited in Raymond C Ortland, Jr, Revival sent from God, IVP, pp. 27 and 93. 
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The Baptism of Disciples Alone 

The Baptism of Disciples Alone 
A Covenantal Argument for Credobaptism versus Paedobaptism 
Fred Malone, Founders Press, 284 pages, hardback, 2003. 

A Review by Michael Renihan 

Fred Malone is pastor of First Baptist Church, Clinton, Louisiana. He 
earned a M.Div. degree from Reformed Theological Seminary (1974) and 
a Ph.D. in New Testament from Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary (1989). In this book he does not merely list the arguments 
against paedobaptism (infant baptism). Rather, he presents a systematic, 
careful, positive and Covenantal argument from Scripture for Believers' 
Baptism ('Credobaptism'). This book advances the discussion in a 
comprehensive manner. It engages the paedobaptist positions presented 
recently by Wilson and Booth. It fills the void left by Kingdon's Children 
of Abraham and Paul K Jewett's Infant Baptism and the Covenant of Grace 
(both out of print). The Baptism of Disciples Alone is a 'must read' for all 
serious students of the theology of baptism. It will be the definitive volume 
on this subject for the rest of this generation. 

This treatise is theologically astute and academically sound, but it is also 
deeply pastoral. Ernest Reisinger believes that this book will go down in 
history as a classic on the subject and suggests, 'Some sermons are 
prepared by study and by research. A few sermons are born with tears and 
prayer (these are the best). This is also true of books. ' This book is not fuel 
added to the fire to fan the flames of controversy, but food for the soul 
from a concerned pastor's heart. 

In chapter 1, Malone uses John Murray 's view expressed on Christian 
baptism as a point of contrast for his own views on the subject. Mmrny is 
highly regarded by Covenantal Credobaptists and Paedobaptists alike. On 
the American side of the Atlantic his work on baptism has been one of the 
most influential. Malone engages his arguments with grace and clarity. The 
principles for interpretation are discussed and examined in chapter two. 



Three chapters are devoted to Covenant theology and the relationship 

between circumcision and baptism. The important place of the Abrahamic 

Covenant is expounded. What about the 318 male servants who were 
circumcised by virtue of being in Abraham's household? Meredith Kline 's 
work is examined and found not to answer the main question, namely, if 
the Abrahamic Covenant is like the New Covenant why do we not proceed 

to baptise whole people groups on the profession of faith of an eminent 
leader of that people group? John Owen is cited on page 64, 'The New 
Covenant alone is the pure Covenant of Grace revealed in the Old 
Testament in terms of the promise of grace to come in Chiist.' Therefore 

the Abrahamic Covenant itself cannot constitute the Covenant of Grace, or 
be 'essentially identical' to it. Dr Malone stresses the need to differentiate 
carefully between each phase of covenantal development. 

Helpful summaries or conclusions are set out throughout the book. For 
instance this is part of the conclusion to chapter five: 'Therefore 
circumcision was a prospective sign of the need of heart-circumcision, 

while baptism is a retrospective sign of the need of heait-circumcision 
already received and confessed.' This is the biblical connection between 
the two signs. 

Part of the summary of conclusion for chapter six which addresses the 
'Oikos Formula' and household baptisms reads like this: 

'In summary, the accounts of Lydia's and Stephanus' households are 
inconclusive and therefore provide no support for the practice of infant 
baptism,while the accounts of Cornelius, Crispus, and the jailer favour 
conscious belief as evidence of regeneration before baptism. Therefore I 
conclude that the weight of the household baptisms supports the baptism 
of disciples alone.' 

'Neither can the oikos formula be used to justify infant baptism in the 
household baptisms of the New Testament. Such constmction depends 
upon speculative theories about the date and practice of Jewish proselyte 
baptism, yet ignores the clear and inspired evidence that the disciples only 
of John, Jesus, and Pentecost were the immediate historical background to 
Christian baptism. ' 



Vladimir building the wall on the Grace and Truth Church site (see page 11 ). 

'The argument for infant baptism as a direct New Covenant parallel, 
antitype, or fulfilment of Abrahamic circumcision simply cannot be 
sustained by New Testament evidence. Infant baptism is not a sacrament 
instituted by Christ or presc1ibed by Holy Scripture. It is an invention of 
well-meaning men using erroneous inferences, who allow the Old 
Testament to determine how it is fulfilled in the New, rather than 
depending on the New to determine how the Old is fulfilled in it.' 

'For this reason, the sign of baptism may be applied only to disciples who 
show evidence of the Holy Spirit's seal, regeneration, revealed in their 
outward repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a 
baptism of disciples alone.' (p. 125). 

Chapters six through twelve engage with the other major arguments 
advanced to support infant baptism. Throughout, one is reminded of 
Malone 's personal history. He uses anecdotal illustrations from his own 
experience, experience that motivated him to settle this important issue, 
one which determines the practice and nature of Christ's churches. 



This is not a minor issue. What we believe about baptism and how we view 
our children affects our doctrine of the Church in numerous ways. There is 
a lot at stake: 

'The New Testament church is identified repeatedly as 'the disciples' 

(Acts 6: 1-7, 9:26, 11:26). This means that the local church must be 
composed of baptised disciples alone who give evidence of regeneration 
by their repentance and faith in Christ before their baptism. That is why 
Peter commanded people to 'repent and be baptised' at Pentecost. There is 
no room for a church made of believers and their seed as members without 
a profession of faith before a disciple's baptism. This is an ecclesiastical 
implication that automatically divides Christian brethren between 
paedobaptist and Baptist churches' (p. 195). 

The book concludes with four valuable appendices. The first is a piece by 
Spurgeon on baptism (pp. 205-222) . This was originally published as an 
augmentation of Thomas Watson's Body of Divinity. Watson's work was a 
textbook at the Pastors'College. The Prince of Preachers did not let 
Watson 's position on baptism go unchallenged. The second part is a 
discussion on the proper mode of baptism (pp. 223-244) . Since most of the 
work touches in the subjects of baptism, it was appropriate to present some 
material on the mode in this gracious manner. The third piece is a review 
of Pierre Marcel 's The Biblical Doctrine of Infant Baptism. Marcel is used 
to buttress paedobaptism where Murray does not. Malone engages Marcel 
in a straightforward and candid manner. In light of the body of the work 
Marcel 's means and methods are shown as questionable. The last appendix 
is taken from the first printing of The Second London Baptist Confession 
of Faith commonly called the 1689 Confession (though originally 
published in 1677). This historical document is useful on a couple of 
fronts. It shows historical precedent for Dr. Malone's use of the regulative 
principle of worship. It also shows that in the main, Covenantal 
Credobaptists and covenantal Paedobaptists do really have more in 
common than they may want to admit. 

Dr Fred Malone concludes his book with this appeal, 'Finally, I call the 
reader to add one more sola to your Reformed theology: credobaptism, the 
baptism of disciples alone. Solis discipulus!' 

3 0!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ 



Ernest Reisiqger 

Editor 

During June we heard of the passing over Jordan of Ernest Reisinger. He was 
born in Pennsylvania in 1916. Thanks to an excellent 262 page biography of 
Ernie by Geoff Thomas, published by the Banner of Truth in 2002, we have a 
detailed description of his life. 

My purpose here is to pay tribute to a notable Reformed Baptist leader and at 
the same time encourage the reading of the biography by Geoff Thomas. I will 
first review the personal side and then the historical. 

First the personal - Ernie came from a tragic family background and spent 
some of his youth in an orphanage. This is sensitively told by Geoff Thomas. 
Ernie's conversion from lostness and alcohol came through the persevering 
efforts of a friend, Elmer Albright. The story reveals a classic example of how 
to show love and patience to an unbelieving friend. In 1943 Ernie joined the 
Navy. His experiences as a Christian in a hard military environment are 
honestly described. 

After the war Ernie with his brother John built up a successful multi-million 
dollar construction business. This business diversified into dairy farming. 
Throughout his life he took no more than an average salary so that profits 
could be steered into charitable causes. 

Ernie never attended a seminary but by avid reading and study equipped 
himself for the Christian ministry. Throughout his life many pastors and 
laymen were, through Ernie's generosity, introduced to the world of John 
Bunyan, Charles Spurgeon, Matthew Henry, and the writings of American 
authors such as Jonathan Edwards, Broadus, Dagg and especially JP Boyce. 

After retirement from business in 1966 at the age of 4 7, Ernie pastored the 
First Baptist Church in Islamorada, Florida. Then in 1977 he was called to a 
Southern Baptist Church at North Pompano, Pompano Beach, Florida. Here he 
was pastor for eight years . The church was poorly taught and much 
reformation was needed. Attendance at the prayer meeting tripled and 
attendance at the evening service doubled. There was a sad saga at the church 
when eventually a split took place over authoritarian leadership. An assistant 
in the ministry wanted to take the church in the direction of what we call 



'heavy shepherding ' . Thi1ty left to start another church. This has to do with the 
major overall divide among Reformed Baptists in the USA which led to the 
forming of the International Fellowship of Reformed Baptists in Toronto, 
Canada, in 1990, where Ernie acted as chairman. Indeed without his 
leadership at that time it is doubtful that IFRB would have come into being. 
An eight page brochure describing IFRB is available. In his biography 
(chapter 19), Geoff Thomas treads very gently over this episode which was a 
major grief in Ernie's life. 

Second the historical - It was out of Pompano Beach Baptist Church that the 
'Boyce Project' was born. James Petigru Boyce (1827-1888) was a well
known leader and founder of Southern Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky (see 
RT 123). Boyce wrote what he called an Abstract of Systematic Theology. 
This is systematic theology but without interaction with other systems. It is 
rather a straightforward compelling exposition of the attributes of God, 
creation, the fall, the person and work of Christ, the ordo salutis in salvation, 
adoption, sanctification and the last things, 496 pages in all. This Ernie 
discerned, exactly fitted the need of the times. It was calculated to encourage 
pastors to get back on course and teach the whole counsel of God in lieu of 
stories and anecdotes. 

Ernie's purpose was to use this ideal book, covering all the principal truths of 
Christianity. Hence he planned to get it into the hands of every graduating 
student from the six Southern Baptist seminaries. He also planned to send a 
copy to every Southern Baptist missionary. The denomination as a whole had 
drifted far away from the doctrines on which they had been founded. This 
project required travel to the seminaries in order to recommend the book 
personally. Such was the dynamic determination and drive of Ernie that this 
project was largely fulfilled. 

In 1983 the first Southern Baptist Founders Conference was organised. Since 
then this annual conference has grown. 600 attended in 1999. It was through 
a data base of about 500 pastors personally known and cared for by Ernie that 
the first conference was possible. One of the principal organisers of the 
conference is Prof Tom Nettles who himself was introduced to our Puritan 
inheritance by Ernie. The Founders Movement has become a powe1fol agency 
within the Southern Baptist Convention. Jn 1990 the Founders Journal edited 
by Tom Ascol, was launched. Bill Ascol is the organiser of the Founders 
Youth Conferences. Many young people trace their conversion to these 
conferences. 

Ernie is survived by his wife Mirna, and his only son, Don. 
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Who are the Reformed Baptists? 

By Joachim Rieck of Namibia 

History 

After the time of the apostles churches continued to multiply everywhere. As 
the years passed, many churches began to depart from the teachings of the 
Bible. Superstition and human traditions were propagated as truth . Wars were 
waged in the name of Christianity. Immorality, idolatry and corruption were 
rampant in the so-called Christian world. 

The true Christians were a persecuted minority. 

In the 16th century God brought about a mighty stirring in Europe, causing 
many people to seek him and hunger after the truth. This is now called the 
Reformation. Despite the attempts of the older churches to counter this 
movement, new churches were founded right through to the 17th century. 

In England the Particular Baptist churches arose in the first half of the 17th 
century. They were known as Baptists because, unlike the other Reformed 
churches, they held to the baptism of believers by immersion. They were 
known as Particular Baptists because, unlike the General Baptists, they held 
to the doctrine of 'particular redemption', i.e. the belief that Christ died 
specifically for the elect. 

The Particular Baptist churches grew in number quickly in Britain and 
America, until they were affected by hyper-Calvinism in the 18th century. 
Hyper-Calvinism distorts the doctrine of the sovereignty of God by denying 
that it is right to call upon sinners to repent and believe in Christ. 

From the 19th century all evangelical churches were weakened by the rise of 
modernism. The Particular Baptists were not spared. Modernism (or 
liberalism) denies the supernatural and miraculous of the Bible in the name of 
proud scholarship. A man-centred emphasis settled upon the churches. The 
prevailing laxity and low view of the authority of Scripture allowed the 
charismatic movement to spread fast in the 20th century, with its characteristic 



practices of tongues-speaking, prophesying, healing, dancing, the use of high
powered music, etc. 

A revival of interest in Reformed theology began in the 1960s, focused at first 
in Britain and America. It began to spread worldwide, so that today a 
Reformed movement is found in almost every part of the world. The Baptists 
and the Presbyterians have benefited most from this recovery. The older 
Particular Baptist churches have been revived and newer Reformed Baptist 
churches have been founded, the two streams merging to fmm a worldwide 
Reformed Baptist movement. 

Distinctives 

The beliefs of the Reformed Baptists are summarized in the London Baptist 
Confession of Faith of 1689. In this document the major doctrines of the Bible 
are stated clearly and concisely, yet with sufficient fullness so as to provide a 
useful reference manual in this age of shallowness and confusion. 

Apart from referring to this document, how may we describe the Reformed 
Baptists? Reformed Baptists are characterized by the following emphases: 

The sovereignty of God: God is all-powerful and in absolute control in 
creation, history and salvation. God has predestined certain individuals from 
before the creation of the world to be saved. These are known as 'the elect' . 
Every person is born sinful and is unable to do anything good to make God 
accept him. God calls out the elect from the world by the proclamation of the 
gospel, and changes their nature by the power of the Holy Spirit so that they 
willingly turn to Christ to be saved. Christ died as a sacrifice in the place of 
the elect, and rose from death to give them eternal life. Salvation is therefore 
a free gift of God, not gained by human merit but received by faith in ClU"ist. 
This understanding of salvation has been called 'Calvinism' . 

The primacy of God's Word: Scripture is the sole authority in all matters of 
faith and practice. Preaching must occupy the central place in the worship 
service. The Bible is to be preached in an expository manner: The preacher 
must give the correct meaning and application of the Word, and direct it to the 
consciences of the hearers. 

The purity of Worship: The worship of God must be canied out 'in spirit and 
in truth', i.e. with sincerity and according to God's Word. Whatever is 
commanded must be followed, while anything not commanded must be 



rejected. This is sometimes called 'the regulative principle'. Worship is kept 
God-centered, at the same time that the worshippers maintain a spirit of 
reverence, joy, warmth and love. 

The purity of the church: The local church is central and unique in the 
purpose of God. Baptised believers voluntarily covenant together as a church 
to worship and serve God. A high level of commitment is required of the 
members, but no higher than what is taught in the Bible. Abilities differ from 
individual to individual, but the Lord only requires that one does what he is 
able, and no more. Through the exercise of pastoral oversight and church 
discipline the membership is kept healthy and pure. No church is perfect in 
this world, but that does not mean a church should be allowed to lose its 
spirituality. 

A radical discipleship: Reformed Baptists take seriously the truth that they 
have been bought by the blood of Christ. They belong to God and wish to 
glorify God by living in accordance to the teaching of Scripture, even at great 
personal cost to themselves. They are not extremists who love violence, nor 
fanatics who disrupt the peace of the public. Conscious that they have been 
reconciled with God, they actively seek to lead others to faith in Christ. They 
do not claim to be perfect but, in dependence upon God, attempt to live holy 
lives. 

How do Reformed Baptists differ from other evangelicals? 

There are evangelical churches that show great love for the Lord and have 
been mightily blessed by Him. Such churches put us to shame and make us 
yearn to live for the Lord better. Having said that, it remains true that there are 
evangelicals who are weak in precisely those five areas that the Reformed 
Baptists are strong. Many evangelicals think that it is enough to have faith in 
Christ, to pray, and to attempt to win souls for Christ. They also have a 
defective view of the sovereignty of God and a low view of the authority of 
Scripture. Some have succumbed to charismatic teaching and practice, and 
have also compromised the truth by joining the ecumenical movement. 

How do Reformed Baptists differ from other Reformed Christians? 

There are Reformed Christians who hold to infant baptism, believing that the 
children of believers should be treated as church members and are therefore to 
be baptized. They baptise by sprinkling instead of immersion. The baptism of 



infants leads to a mixed church membership consisting of believers and non
believers. Reformed Baptists are of the view that only believers should make 
up the membership of the church. 

Some churches claim that they are 'Reformed ' when they show no 
appreciation of the Reformation nor of the truths recovered at that time. Others 
hold to some of those truths but proceed no further. We do not use the word 
'Reformed' in those ways. 

How do Reformed Baptists differ from other Baptists? 

Like the other evangelicals most of the non-reformed Baptists are either fully
fledged Arminians or they hold to a modified Anninianism. Arminianism 
teaches that Christ died for every individual in the world, and man has free 
will which must be exercised to 'accept Christ' so as to be saved. 

How do the Reformed Baptist churches relate to other evangelical 
churches? 

We recognise other churches as true churches of Christ if the fundamentals of 
the faith are upheld by them. The limitations of time, ability and opportunity 
mean that we have to practise selective fellowship with others. Truth 
determines the degree of closeness that we forge with other churches: the more 
of truth we agree upon, the closer is our fellowship, and vice versa. 
Consequently our closest fellowship is with other Reformed Baptist churches, 
followed by other Reformed churches, and then other evangellical churches. 

How do the Reformed Baptist churches in Namibia relate to one another? 

We have the same beliefs and practices, although there is not a boring 
unifom1ity among the churches. We are associated together in a definite way, 
sharing our resources in mutual support, the training of ministers, and church 
planting. Our church members have the opportunity to meet together in many 
informal ways , but in particular through our annual Namibia Grace 
Conference and other combined meetings that are organised regionally from 
time to time. 

Adapted from an article written by the Pastor Poh Boon Sing, Sri Hartamas 
Church, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
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