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Correspondence

On the subject of daily reading helps,
mentioned in the last issue, we have had
the following helpful information from
Andrew Swanson, pastor of Geneva
Road Baptist Church, Darlington. He
writes:

It was with some interest that I read
the letter in the current issue of
Reformation Today dealing with the
subject of daily Bible reading notes.
Your correspondent, and others of
your readers, may be interested to hear
of a venture to produce doctrinally
sound notes that has now been in
operation for almost a year.

The general opinion among ministers
to whom I spoke, that their congrega-
tions needed material more reliable and
with greater depth than Scripture
Union notes, led to a venture to pro-
duce something more suitable. After
a trial period of three months in 1974,
the church here at Geneva Road,
Darlington, undertook the production
of notes on a more permanent basis at
the beginning of this year. It has
been very much a church based project,
employing the gifts and time of many
of the members in a variety of tasks,
particularly as the circulation does not
yet make printing viable.

The notes are written by myself and
by the ministers of other churches,
whose members also use them, thus
fostering links between like-minded
churches. Our aim is that the notes
should be of help to the ‘average’
church member, and the response has
been encouraging. Circulation has
steadily increased from 100 for the
trial run to 270 for the November
issue.

The venture is not without its prob-
lems. Writing notes can be a very
demanding extra on a minister’s al-
ready full time-table and lack of

material has meant a very ‘hand-to-
mouth’ existence. However, we have
received encouragement in this project
from various quarters, and we look
forward to the time when the notes can
be printed and when more ministers
will be involved in regularly contribut-
ing to them.

Readers who remember the article
‘The Whole Bible and Expository
Preaching’ by Stuart Olyott in the
March-April *74 issue of your maga-
zine, may like to consider the sugges-
tion that notes of this kind may be one
alternative to his ‘ten-year plan’.
Ministers who feel that they could not
follow this, and yet who see the need
for their people to get a grasp of the
whole of scripture, might consider
these notes as one way of secking to
achieve this end.

Yours sincerely, etc.

Readers interested should write to:
Mr. A. Swanson at 105 Geneva Road,
Darlington, Co. Durham.

From Lancashire a correspondent writes:

‘You will not need to be reminded of
our pastor’s keenness on the doctrines
of grace! Our church was greatly
blessed during July and August 1974.
We had more than a dozen conversions
in quick succession. Some years ago
our pastor was growing very concerned
about the lack of believing young men
coming into the church. So now that
his prayers have been answered, he
sensibly set about ensuring that they
grow in grace. He decided that to get
us a sound doctrinal basis it would be a
good idea to study the Reformers and
their theology. About a dozen young
men are meeting regularly for this
purpose.’



Editorial

CHRISTMAS EVANS IS A STIRRING REMINDER OF THE POWER OF PREACHING.
Why is it that conversions which endure occur regularly under some
ministers of the Word and hardly ever, or not at all, under others? Why
is it that even in the most barren places some preachers draw hearers and
others do not? These questions are complex and reasons both natural
and spiritual can be put forward. Uppermost in our reckoning must be
the plain fact that God uses preaching which is thoroughly evangelistic in
character not only in terms of content but in the arresting and stirring
manner in which it appeals to the imaginations of all kinds of people;
rich and poor, learned and unlearned, young and old. Evans’ theology
was that of John Owen but his preaching style was akin to that of John
Bunyan. Six hundred converts were added to one church in two years.
Later in another pastorate in a poor little village one hundred and forty
converts were added in two years. When last did this kind of thing
happen in the United Kingdom? Over the years we have visited from
home to home in the villages round about. In one such village just
visited containing about three hundred and fifty homes we have come
across only four homes which could be described as evangelical. Trans-
lated into modern terms one hundred and forty converts would represent
an approximate 800 per cent increase!

Israel Today

For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall
the receiving of them be but life from the dead? (Rom. 11:15). Says Robert
Haldane: ‘But if the casting away of the Jews was such a blessing to the
world, their recall will be a blessing unspeakably greater. It will occasion
a revival among the Gentile churches, from a dead and almost lifeless
state, which will resemble a resurrection.” On the same verse Charles
Hodge declares that, ‘the conversion of the Jews will be attended with the
most glorious consequences for the whole world’. Comments Professor
John Murray, ‘Life from the dead must denote a blessing far surpassing
in its proportions anything that previously obtained in the unfolding of
God’s counsel’.
What of Israel today; that is Israel as represented by those Jews who have
returned to their ancient land, Jews who in some ways represent Jewry at
their most enthusiastic? Baruch Maoz gives us a fair and accurate report.
As regards Christianity is not Israel a microcosm of the world as a whole?
Does not the supine, confused and disintegrated Christendom in Israel
reflect weak Christianity worldwide today?

(continued on inside back cover)

Front Cover. - With a soaring crime rate and I.R.A. terrorism in addition, our police
force carries very great responsibilities. In a poll carried out for The Daily Express
(1.12.75) by a Louis Harris Poll, 84% of the British public expressed the wish for a
return to the death penalty for the murder of a policeman and 88% for murder by
political terrorists with bombs or guns. The poll was taken after the murder of anti-
I.R.A. campaigner Ross McWhirter. A motion in Parliament on December, 1975,
to restore hanging was defeated by 361 votes to 232. During 1974 the votes cast were
369 against restoration to 217 for.
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This up-to-date report by Baruch Maoz expresses views which if quoted out of
context could easily be misunderstood. We take the unusual precaution therefore
of asserting the author’s copyright and declaring on his behalf that no part may be
produced in any form without previous permission in writing from hin.

The Work of the Gospel
in Israel
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NEWS FROM ISRAEL IS VARIABLE BOTH IN MATTER OF INTEREST AND RELIABILITY.
There has been so much wishful thinking and sensationalism, so much neglect of
the exercise of proper care and so great a lack in Christian integrity associated
with so many of the reports that come from Israel, that not a few have developed
what could almost be described as an inbred suspicion towards any information
purporting to describe the circumstances under which the work of the Gospel is
conducted in Israel, or its visible results.

Others have reacted so strongly against the hyper-dispensationalism that has
held the scene for so long in Jewish evangelism, that they have been reticent to
show any interest in the salvation of the Jews lest they be branded with undesir-
able theological insignia.

While I would not but encourage Christians to exercise a disciplined caution with
regard to reports coming from Israel (including this one!), it seems unfortunate
that some of those who have the greatest potential contribution to make in the
sphere of Jewish evangelism have over-reacted and have left off praying, giving,
helping and labouring for the conversion of Israel. Among those who would
follow in the footsteps of the British and American Puritans this is doubly
strange, for many of the Puritans maintained a lively, heart-engaging interest in
the spiritual welfare of the Jews, as lain Murray’s The Puritan Hope will ably
testify.! Among those who prayed for and believingly expected the salvation
of earthly Israel can be numbered Samuel Rutherford,> John Owen,* Jonathan
Edwards* and many other outstanding Christian men of stature.

At least some of the lack of a practical interest in the work of the Gospel among
the Jews is due to the fact that there has been no known agency engaged in such
work with views of Christian truth and practice such as are represented by the
men mentioned above. For the sake of such I offer the following general
information. More may be had by writing either to the present writer? or to
the Rev. Murdo M. MacLeod, M.A., Director and General Secretary of the
International Society for the Evangelisation of the Jews, 44 Lubbock Road,
Chislehurst, Kent BR6 5JK, England.

1 The Puritan Hope. Banner ot Truth Trust (1971), pp. 58-76. A paperback edition has just
bcen printed. 300 pages. £

2 The Letters of Samuel Rufhmfor(l (1891), edited by A. Bonar, Letter XV, p. 88.

3 The Works of John Owen. Banner of Truth Trust (1968), Vol. 1V, pp 440 441.

4 The Works of Jonathan Edwards. Banner of Truth Trust (1974), Vol. I, p. 607, paragraph 32.
5 Rev. Baruch Maoz, POB 75, Rishon LeTsion, Israel.
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