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HALDANE FAMILY HOUSE

PARTY, SCOTLAND, 1978

The 9th and 10th June marked a

significant step forward in the life of the
new Reformed Baptist Churches in the
east of Scotland. Over 70 members

and adherents from the Bellevue Re

formed Baptist Church, Edinburgh, the
Bible Baptist Church, Forfar; the Evan
gelical Church, Perth and the Evangelical
Church, Kerriemuir; assembled at St.
Ninians Training Centre, Crieff for the
first Haldane Family House Party.

This was the outgrowth of quarterly
fellowship meetings between the Forfar
and Perth Churches, and was planned
as a pilot scheme for a longer one in
1979. Thus, of necessity, the programme
was somewhat tight, but with the careful
organisation of Ian and Shona Shaw who
acted as houseparents it proved to be a
time of rich blessing, as fellowship was
centred around the exposition of the
Scriptures.

The theme of the House Party was
'Spiritual Growth'. Friday evening
opened with Gary Kopfstein, pastor of
the Forfar Church, preaching on 'Growth
in Assurance' from 1 John 1:2-l 1. After

defining the subject and outlining the
reasons why God's children often lack
assurance, he went on to tackle the duty
and privileges of assurance. This subject
appeared to liberate the conference and
was followed by two hours of hearty
hymn singing.

Saturday morning commenced with a
devotional time led by George Hillan,
one of the Perth pastors, after which the
younger children and teenagers received
separate instruction geared to their
specific needs. Following the spirited
singing of Psalm 23 to the rousing tune
'Covenanter', Ian McNaughton, the
assistant pastor at Kerriemuir, . then

expounded on 'Growth in Doctrine'
drawing vivid lessons, both positive and
negative, about the Pharisees from
Matthew 23:1-12. In their favour, he
pointed out that they were doctrinal and
didactic but failed miserably because
they became doctrinaire, dogmatic and
dictatorial.

Coffee was followed by an excellent
discussion time centred around anony
mous questions. Humphrey Mildred,
one of the Edinburgh elders, steered the
conference through the troubled waters
of prophecy to evangelism and cases of
conscience. Some most lively contri
butions came from the floor.

In the afternoon free time, while some
excavated their way through mountains
of second hand theological books, others
engaged in a lively game of rounders
which included some shattering bowling
from Henry Spicer of Edinburgh, who,
as a member of the Royal Navy, spends
several months at a time on the bottom

of the Atlantic in a Polaris submarine,
where, with one other Christian, he has
managed to persuade the captain to have
a regular Sunday service amongst the
crew of 350!

The final session was opened in prayer by
Bone Odilinye, a Nigerian flight engi
neering student from Perth. Douglas
Whyte, the pastor of the Edinburgh
Church preached on 'Growth in Sancti-
fication'. John Davison chaired the
meeting and concluded the House Party
by asking if another, and longer. House
Party was wished for 1979. The response
was unanimous. It is hoped to hold a
much larger House Party in 1979 with
more Churches involved. John Davi-
son's address is on the back of the
magazine should anyone in the south
wish to venture far north for a holiday in
Scotland.



Editorial
Looking for Revival

At this time six years ago the leading article in Reformation Today
was by Jim van Zyl. The title was 'An Appeal to Prepare for Revival'.
He commented on obstacles to revival including wrong doctrine (we
cannot expect the blessing of the Holy Spirit where there is a departure
from evangelical teaching), negligence of the subject of revival, superficiality,
and among other matters he mentioned Denominational Bureaucracy.
Mr. van Zyl pleaded that, 1. We should deliberately seek a new movement
of the Spirit, 2. We should read about revivals, 3. Encourage expository
preaching, 4. Be prepared to cope with new converts, and, 6. Encourage
Church discipline.

In retrospect two points stand out. The first is that we are to seek
revival within the churches and within the context of the use of all the

means of grace—preaching, the ordinances, the prayer meetings, evan
gelism and visitation. Take for example Richard Baxter's book The
Reformed Pastor. One of the subsections reads as follows:

1. We must labour for the conversion of the unconverted.
2. We must give advice to inquirers who are imder conviction of sin.
3. We must study to build up those who are already partakers of divine

grace.

4. We must exercise a careful oversight of families.
5. We must be diligent in visiting the sick.
6. We must be faithful in reproving and admonishing offenders.
7. We must be careful in exercising Church discipline.

The quest for revival should be constant within the context of the ongoing
work of the churches. To fulfil our responsibilities without faith and
without expectation of the blessing of the Holy Spirit upon our labours is
unsatisfactory to say the least.

The second point that stood out in the article by Jim van Zyl—that we
do not take revival seriously enough. Our intercession for a genuine
awakening is often weak and faltering. When revival has been sought
and has not come we can easily become discouraged. In our discourage
ment we can easily succumb to the idea that there may be some secret
thing we have missed—some 'it' or second blessing that must be had first.
The issue that has come to the fore more than any other is the idea that a
restoration of the Charismatic gifts is the key to revival. The average
person in the pew is vulnerable to this idea and can be easily intimidated.
It is not easy to resist the insinuation that the Holy Spirit is being quenched
because of the neglect of Holy Spirit gifts. Church members have asked
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for and are looking for guidance on this subject. The idea has gained
ground that is not possible to defend from Scripture the view that the
Charismata have ceased. Many seem to think that a misguided academic
by the name of B. B. Warfield tried and failed to establish the cessation
position. If a man of such intellect failed, it is reasoned, then who is
likely to succeed? It is also commonly thought that no text can be
produced to prove the cessation of the special gifts. Some believe that
1 Corinthians 13:8-13 does declare such a cessation (see review columns).
In my view it is an overall view of the Scriptures that answers this question.
In the article on 1 Corinthians 12-14 I point to some of the differences
between the apostolic age and the ongoing age.

The major article in this issue of Reformation Today is an exposition.
The writers remind us that not every era is the same. The Holy Spirit
does not repeat himself. He anointed Christ. He endued the apostles
with special authority and laid the foundation on Christ's person and
work through the ministry of the prophets and apostles. Having accom
plished these actions his work is now primarily concerned with the
building of the Church throughout the world: the regeneration and
sanctification of the members.

As for B. B. Warfield his arguments are more cogent than most imagine,
especially when they are actually read (which few really seem to take the
time to do!). Moreover he is only one of many. When it comes to
previous generations of Reformed theologians it is hard to find anyone
who did not believe in the cessation of the extraordinary Charismata.
Herman Ridderbos in his volume on Paul (cf. p. 441) has reminded us
helpfully that all gifts referred to in the lists of Romans 12 and I Corin
thians chapters 12-14 are Charismatic. Even the gift of celibacy is
designated Charismatic (1 Cor. 7:7). The distinction has to be made
between those gifts which do not continue such as apostles and prophets
and those which do such as teachers and deacons (I Cor. 12:28-31).

To return to the subject of revival we should note the attractiveness of the
contemporary Charismatic Movement. To some that Movement seems
to hold the secret of revival in its grasp because, 1. They boast of special
gifts now restored after long centuries of neglect, 2. They possess the
mystique of second blessing experience which some associate with revival
(think for instance of D. L. Moody and Charles Finney), 3. They claim
freedom from the stodginess and drabness of tradition and are whole
heartedly contemporaneous. We call this being 'with it'. They claim to
be in touch with the contemporary scene and with the large denominations
such as the Church of Rome.

In arranging the articles of this issue I have sought to meet, in part at
least, the first of these points. My book The Believer^s Experience
(p. 145ff.) grapples with the second claim stated above. Also in that
volume (p. 181f.) I try to deal with the important issue of contemporaneity.

{continued at foot of page 3)
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This exposition on the analogy or proportion of Scripture and on the work of
the Holy Spirit is presented here by permission of David Samuel who is the
General Secretary of the Protestant Reformation Society. Mr. Samuel has
made a courageous stand against the Romeward drift in the Church of England.
A group of writers have produced a series of tracts details of which appear at
the end of the article.

The Holy Spirit and The Gospel
Today
Our approach to every theological subject must be governed by the
analogy of faith, or the due proportion that is observed in Holy Scripture.
Scripture, according to the Articles of our Church, is the norm or rule that
is to be followed in all matters of faith. Therefore it must control every enquiry
into questions of doctrine. As the scientist is guided in his enquiry by the
analogy of experience, i.e., by what he has observed and proved in the past, so
the man of faith must be guided by the analogy of Scripture. Only what is
conformable to that rule may be admitted.

While many today are prepared to pay lip service to this fundamental article of
the faith, in practice it is frequently neglected. If we were to start consistently
from this premise perhaps we should not experience so often the confusion
which attends our thinking when some new movement in theology, or some
spiritual phenomenon manifests itself in the life of the church. One of the
great questions today is: What are we to make of the Pentecostal movement in
the churches? Is it of God, or is it not? Is there any firm ground from which
we may evaluate and criticise it? Or must we suspend our judgement about it
since we cannot be certain? The Word of God is sufficient for this question,
as it is for every question. If we find ourselves adrift, without sense of direction,
we can be sure it is because we have not used the compass that has been provided.

We may illustrate this from another subject dealt with in the writings of J. C.
Ryle. At that time the movement which was agitating the church was the rise
of Ritualism. Some of the things advocated by the Ritualists seemed to many
to be at worst harmless, and at best positively good. One was the restoration
of the Communion service to its rightful place, as they regarded it, as the
principal service of the church. Ryle opposed this as an abuse of the sacrament.
It is not, he contended, the principal service of the church, and by thrusting it
forward on every occasion the Ritualists were elevating the sacrament at the

We must confess that the three d's of drabness, deadness and dullness
does beset some churches. Surely that is the main cause why the Charis
matic Movement exercises the appeal that it does. Where we may be at
fault let us try to put things right! There is a danger however of being
either superficial or artificial. The description of revival contained in the
biographical article on David Brainerd reminds us that true revival brings
with it qualities which have long been absent from most churches, namely,
mourning for sin, deep and widespread repentance, fear and awe in the
presence of God, respect and reverence in worship, a heartfelt appreciation
of expository preaching and desire to obey the Gospel and apply it to the
whole of life in order to please and glorify the Triune God.
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