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Pastors Tom Lutz of Anderson, Indiana, Andy Hamilton of Dallas,
Texas, and Robert Strong of Media, Pennsylvania. The photo was
taken at the Banner of Truth Conference in Indianapolis. Tom
Lutz’s gift for shepherding pastors was used not only to organise a
missionary conference at Anderson and to lend support to the
Banner conference but also to organise the editor’s tour of North
America. A growing number of Reformed Baptist churches are to
be found in Indiana. One of these is a newly planted work at
Noblesville under the leadership of Wayne McAllester (below left).
With pastor McAllester in the photo is John de Witt, one of the
leaders and tutors at the Presbyterian Seminary, Jackson, Mississippi.




Editorial

North American journeys

When Arnold Dallimore returned last
January to Canada after a month of
ministry in England he declared that
it was one of the happiest he had ever
spent. We much enjoyed his ministry
and fellowship. I can also say that
a month spent in America (Oct-Nov
1980) was one of the most encourag-
ing seasons I have ever experienced
and certainly more full of opportunity
than ever before.

To begin with it was my first visit to
the Maritime Provinces of Canada.
An opportunity is needed to change
gear and this was possible through
the hospitality of Professor Hugh
Flemming and his wife and fellow
believers who meet as a Fellowship
in St. John, New Brunswick. A visit
was made to Oromocto where David
Bugden recently settled as pastor.

The United States itinerary included
Rochester, NY, Owensboro in Ken-
tucky, Anderson, Edgwood, Carmel
and Noblesville in Indiana, the Banner
of Truth Ministers’ Conference in
Indianapolis, Chicago, Tacoma in
Washington State, San Diego and
Long Beach, California.

Instead of attempting a detailed
report some spotlights focusing on
some of the church situations are
provided in this issue: Anderson in
Indiana, Rochester, NY, Chicago, and
San Diego. Further spotlights with
photos and comments are planned
for RT60 and maybe 61.

Overall impression of America

Jonathan Edwards (see his History
of Redemption) was right in con-
tending for the important role of
America in the world. The possession
of such great natural resources and

talents puts her in the foremost
rank to influence the rest of the
world. The main problem however
is that Bible Christianity in the United
States is suffering from the cancer of
autosoterism (self-salvation). Lost is
the vision of a sovereign God who
saves whom he wills and when and
how he pleases. Autosoterism it
would seem has taken over as com-
pletely as it did in the pre-Reforma-
tion era. Salvation was more costly
then because at least there was a
judgment of hell or purgatory and
you had to buy indulgences at a price
to reduce purgatorial agonies. Now
God is packaged out as quickly and
as easily as one can get hamburgers
or doughnuts. You pay and the goods
are shuttled out at speed. Many
American Christians cannot see the
difference between Finney and
Nettleton, or between present day
decisionism and the preaching of the
New England Fathers and Jonathan
Edwards.

Pastor John Armstrong of Wheaton,
Chicago, insisted that I be subjected
to a course of education in TV
religion making sure of an adequate
cross-section of programmes. It seems
always the same with those who have
gained the monopoly in American
television. Man is in the centre. He
decides. Easy believism which is
stressed at the cost of genuine heart
repentance. As in pre-Reformation
times many do have true experiences.
Precisely because God is sovereign
the Holy Spirit does not hold up
his work of salvation. In spite of
shallowness and confusion the drama
of redemption moves forward. The
Holy Spirit does not confine himself
to orthodoxy. He works inspite of
defects. Inescapable however is the
evidence that multitudes are deceived

Eront Cover: Dave Sanford and his son Micah with pastors Jim McDowell, Ron Edmonds
and Bill Downing. The photo was taken at San Diego where David Sanford together
with Dan Wagner leads the Reformed Baptist Fellowship. An annual Bible Conference
in the church is a means of enrichment and encouragement to many in the area and some

who travel from other parts of the West Coast.
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