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Editorial
There is a religious crisis in England today.
The National Church, that is the Church of
England, in its different dioceses, is voting
on the Final Report which is the substance
of A.R.C.I.C., the Anglican Roman
Catholic International Commission. The

plan is to reunite the Church of England
with the Roman Catholic Church. Such a

move will have profound repercussions.
These plans are strongly opposed by a
minority within the Church of England.
David Samuel has made it plain that
reunion with Rome will mean, division in
the Church of England, and the formation
of a 'continuing Church', by those who still
hold to the Reformed 39 Articles. All the

clergy are required to give their assent to
these Articles. Unfortunately such assent
in most cases is no more than the acknow

ledgement of the existence of an ancient
document. It is our purpose to encourage
evangelicals within the C of E at this time
and this issue of Reformation Today is
being sent to several hundreds of them.
We hope that our Presbyterian brethren in
Scotland will also see the importance of
giving moral support to those who contend
for the truth.

Justification by Faith and its

importance today

The omission of the central truth of the

New Testament from A.R.C.I.C. and con

centration instead on the mass and the

authority of the pope indicates that the
unity in view is not a unity of salvation

shared 'in Christ', but rather a union of

ecclesiastical bodies irrespective of the
central truth of the N.T. It is vital therefore

that we grasp clearly the issue of Justifica

tion. Barry Shucksmith has outlined the
biblical doctrine for us.

This is followed by the history of that truth

and then in turn the track record of Justifi

cation in the Church of England. We are
then brought right up to date with regard
to what could well be an historic change in
the religious scene in England.

Justification by Faith and Thomas Cranmer

We often discover that our American

cousins show an even greater interest in
the royal family than the English them
selves. The Queen's special interest is the
Commonwealth which unites a worldwide

constituency of nations representing many
who are interested in the royal family. The
life of Cranmer is crucial because of the

intimate way in which he was involved in
the formation of a Protestant realm. You

will see Cranmer quoted in connection
with Justification in part two of the articles
by Barry Shucksmith. The life of Cranmer,
although brief, enables us to see how the

Reformation advanced (albeit in a strange
way) in England. In contrast we can com
pare the present retreat with that advance.

Justification by Faith the subject
of two new books

The review article (Here we do not stand!)
is intended to bring us up to date with
regard to literature on the subject ofJustifi
cation. Extracted from the two books are

several valuable quotations which not only

clarify the doctrine and illustrate its impor
tance but also commend the books them

selves. The substance of the books is

excellent. Whether Anglicans will be faith
ful to the doctrine is the question which
provokes the title of the article.

Justification by Faith and unity with Rome

The Roman Catholicism is like two con

centric circles, an inner circle consisting of

Cover picture: Hampton Court was built by Cardinal Woisey. To gain favour with King
Henry VIII he presented it to him in 1526. When h<. '3ced execution under the charge of
high treason he said, 'If I had served God as diligently as I had served the king, he would
not have given me over in my grey hairs!'

1



Justification by Faith as the foremost doctrine of the New Testament has been used by the
Holy Spirit to accomplish great triumphs in the history of the Church. It was the principal
truth employed to change the face of Europe in the 16th century. Justification tells us
about the nature ofGod who will never compromise hisjustice and absolute standards of
holiness. It exalts his grace and love because it reveals hisfree gift of salvation once and
for all. In one stroke the believing and repentant sinner is declaredjust, has the privilege
of access to the throne of heaven, and his assurance of eternal life. Justification vividly
reminds us that all men by nature are in a pitiful state and can never by any self-
righteousness of their own be saved. Justification separates Christianityfrom every other
religion in the world, because every other religion follows the way of self-justification.

the Pope and the Curia which by its own
definition is infallible and therefore un

changeable. Infallibility is finality. We
believe that only the Scriptures, the Word
of God, are infallible. The LORD does not
have to correct his mistakes because he

does not make any. The papacy has
assumed a kind of Godhood (2 Thes 2;4),
because infallibility is claimed for human
dogmas that have been added to the
Scriptures.

Around the inner circle of the Pope and
the Curia is a large outer circle. In this
wider circle there is flexibility to accom
modate all shades of belief and opinion.
Contained and included in the outer circle

come various forms of liberation theology,
liberalism and the charismatic movement.

Those who become involved in dialogue
sometimes become excited by the possi
bility of progress. They forget that there is
room for a complete programme of theo
logical gymnastics within the outer circle,
but no hope whatever of basic change in
the seat of government. The system is
designed to absorb others, but it can never
be absorbed or have its decrees altered.

We may yet find that at the end of the day
the architects of A.R.C.I.C. will be sent

back to their drawing boards by the
Vatican and only when submission by the
Anglicans is unconditional will they be
accepted back into the R.C. fold.

Justification by faith — the basis of
Christian unity in times of stress

We live in times of stress! Economic,
national, political, racial and religious!

When division is rife where can we find

unity that has a ring of truth? Christ prayed
for the unity of his people, a unity that was
visible and which the Holy Spirit would
use to convince mankind of the genuine
ness of the Gospel. Overlooking the
spiritual nature of this unity (it is 'in Christ'
In 17:21-24), the modern Ecumenical
Movement has abandoned almost every
truth for which our Lord died. Some

leaders even talk about union with Eastern

religions. Such blatant error should not
deter us from seeing that there is a
dynamic truth in John 17:21-24 which
demands that we should be faithful in this

vital matter for which our Lord prayed.

It is customary simply to deal with the
matter by using creeds or doctrinal state

ments and leaving the matter there.
However the essential issue lies in Paul's

often used phase; 'In Christ' (160 times). If
we belong to the body of Christ by union
with him, we then have the union of eter
nal life. There is an eternity of difference
between that unity and our relationship
(however cordial) with those who are out
side Christ. Unity in Christ transcends all
differences; ethnic, language, national,
economic, cultural, political — and should
be seen to transcend such.

The fact that 'Union with Christ' is the

heart of the matter does not nullify the
importance of doctrine. To be 'in Christ'

means that I believe in his consubstantial

deity, his virgin birth, his true and perfect
manhood, his sinless life, his atoning
death, his physical resurrection, his ascen-
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When Archbishop Runcie visited Liverpooi a strong protest was made, part of which is
illustrated by the photo shown above. This was prior to the Pope's visit and an
expression against the Archbishop's part in supporting that visit. We doubt the value
of placarding vociferous protests and prefer thorough-going expository and
teaching methods (Zech 4:6) Photo by courtesy of the 'Liverpool Daily Post'

sion, his present reign as God, and his
second coming. If I do not believe that, or
do not believe in the Trinity, in the crea
tion of the universe by the Triune God of
holiness and power, or in the authority of
Scripture as divinely inspired by the Holy
Spirit, or in the depravity and eternal lost-
ness of man and the subsequent necessity
of justification by faith, and regeneration
and sanctification by the Holy Spirit—then
my claim to be 'in Christ' is to be

questioned.

Luther called justification by faith articidus
stantis aut cadentis ecdesiae — the point of
belief which determines whether the

Church stands or falls. He meant this in

the theological and spiritual sense. This

perceptive statement applies today. Can
we go further and say that justification is

the truth which clarifies, highlights, and
encourages Christian unity?

Merseyside Gospel Witness

With this issue comes a four page brochure
advertising forthcoming meetings in Liver
pool. The material and the pictures will
supplement the theme of Reformation
Today issue 91. It is seldom that the whole
magazine is devoted to one subject. How
ever Justification by Faith is deserving of
such attention. The clearer we all are in our

grasp of it the better. The above paragraphs
concerning Justification by Faith and
Christian unity apply not only in Liverpool
where the pressures on evangelicals to

compromise are probably greater than

anywhere else in Britain, but they are
relevant all over the world.

The rejection of the Sunday Trading Bill

Tuesday the 15th of April was the morning
when the British people awoke to news of
the American air raids on Tripoli from
British bases — and the news of the defeat

of the Government's Bill to deregulate

Sunday trading. Strong reactions to the
first should not be allowed to overshadow

the lessons that may be derived from the
second.

The Conservative government in Britain


