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Front cover — Mrs. Serafima Yudintseva, wife of Christian minister Vasiii Yudintseva, has,
for the past two years iived with a prison sentence hanging over her. Her husband is
behind bars. The reason for the postponement of her sentence is that her youngest chiid
wiii be four years old and 'clemency' has been shown because of the care needed for the
little boy. But our sister has six other children all under 18 who will be left as orphansi The
prison sentences are for practising the Christian faith in the manner that is the case
throughoutthe free world. Doesnotthishighlightthe diabolical cruelty of the Communist
system? We are all pleased to hear that about 140 political dissidents have been
released in Russia during January this year. However this has made no difference forthe
believers. Their piightis as bad as ever. We hear of an increasing number of women sent
to prison for their faith. Aias! So far there is no change for Christians under Gorbachev.
The photo is by permission of FRiEDENSSTIMME, P.O. Box 10, Leicester LE3 2FX.



Editorial
The Carey Conference

From January 6th to 8th the sun shone brilliantly through cloudless skies upon
Liverpool. The following week there was a dramatic change, heavy snow and
freezing conditions gripped all the U.K. bringing many communication lines to
a halt. The first Carey Conference for ministers in 1970, held at Wadderton
outside Birmingham, was reached by about 40 men who travelled through
heavy snowfalls to get there. That was, claimed David Kingdon the first
conference of its kind in Britain for 157 years (the last was a gathering of
particular Baptists, see the first article in the first issue of R.T., 1970). We were
very grateful for the favourable conditions this year, but much more so for the
excellent spirit of unity that characterised the conference as a whole. Also there
was a record attendance of 160. Rathbone Hall, Liverpool University, was
advantageous. However at least ten attainable improvements have been noted
by John Rubens for next year, January 5th-7th, again at Rathbone.

One of the main features of the conference was the 'meatiness' of the materials.

Not only was there a record attendance but a record demand for the cassette
recordings. Details of the addresses appear in this issue on page 19 and we hope
to print a synopsis of every exposition in the next edition of the magazine. The
reason why the usual principle of'not more than 59 minutes' was breached in
most instances was because the nature of the subjects made that very difficult.

A conference requires that there be debate. A most vigorous debate followed
what proved to be the most 'reforming' of the expositions, namely that on John
17 by Donald MacLeod. Other sessions such as the superb study of Justification
and Righteousness in the O.T. by John Waite, were essentially didactic in
nature (preachers listening to that cassette should have texts and passages
galore springing to life in their minds), but the material on unity revealed the
nature of the body of Christ in a most powerful way which severely rebuked
isolationism and harmful censorious attitudes. The synopsis of this paper is
longer than the others so that the issues can be appreciated by our readers.
Disappointment was expressed because of the brevity of the discussion after
Don Carson's paper on the sovereignty of God and prayer. With Paul Helm
present (he teaches philosophy in the university) that was potential missed, but
we can never presume that there will be a spontaneous willingness for a full
'rugby tackle' by one specialist on another in public.

John 17 and the way in which we express our unity

The substance of Donald MacLeod's address together with the discussion it
aroused revealed that we need to give more attention to church government.
Unfortunately when that theme is discussed it often leads to suspicion,
defensive attitudes, slogans and caricatures. Most of us have been told that



Independency is //;e right form of government, but I cannot recall anyone telling
me what Independency is, or why it is automatically the right way. Also many of
us have been told that Presbyterianism is dangerous. The result is that we
respond negatively if'our side' is criticised. But exactly what is Independency?
Is it the simple principle that each local church is self governing? It would be
hard to envisage any other way of practically governing a local church! If that is
Independency then we should be concerned if it is threatened. But self
government is only one aspect of Independency.

Individual Presbyterian churches also govern themselves. It is when we come to
think of churches in their relationship to each other that the different systems
come into operation. Episcopacy (bishops), Presbyterianism (the Synod), or
Association (cooperation according to mutually agreed principles which can be
so binding — e.g. the Southern Baptist Convention — that some forms of
Presbyterianism would seem to be weak by comparison).

If however Independency means isolationism then that is patently unbiblical
and erroneous. If it means isolationism then it is little wonder that J. H.
Thornwell described Independency as 'rags and tatters' (see his Collected
Writings, vol. 4). 'Rags and tatters' exactly describes the situation in England
where there are innumerable, small, fragmented, evangelical causes that are
static, pastorless, and in some cases governed by individuals who would prefer
church decease rather than reformation. The shrinkage continues, appalling
standards of preaching are often reported, ignorance prevails, manpower and
gifts are neglected, pastoral oversight is almost nil, errors grow like weeds and
fill the minds of believers. Correction is resented. And so the march of death
continues, just as it has done with countless independent Strict Baptist churches
all over the country.

In the meantime many join the Restoration movement as they have never
received a grounding in the truth to give them theological maturity and stability.
Little wonder that the evangelical cause in Britain, in spite of the encourage
ments of the Reformed movement, continues to decline numerically.

If isolationism is to continue unchecked what does it mean? The answer is we
cannot effectively train men, we cannot plant churches, we cannot organise
missionary ventures, we cannot evangelise the world. Even though the church I
lead is larger than most independent churches there is no conceivable way that
we could undertake the works just referred to on our own. A further problem
with isolationism is that there is no discipline for ministers who disgrace the
Gospel of Christ. Occasionally the Press reports dreadful instances of ministers
being guilty of appalling immorality. Even the Church of England is able to
exercise some discipline in the rejection of ministers guilty of criminal offences,
but in the case of independent churches with no connections there is not the
remotest possibility of showing that there is discipline in the Church of Christ. If
we are to think in terms of unity or association how close should that unity be?
According to the prayer of our Lord the answer is, as close as possible! That is as
close as the Trinity is close.
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The unity of like-minded churches
But there is no way that churches can be united closely if they are at variance on
major issues. But what if they are united on major issues? How close should
they be? Again the answer is, as close as possible.

Concerning closer unity of like-minded churches in England, some time ago I
suggested that the Carey Conference should combine for one year at least with
the Grace Assembly. The latter grouping represents a hybrid of Strict Baptist
traditionalism together with Reformed Baptist emphases. Through persevering
efforts Grace Assembly has grown to become an annual two-day assembly
representing a mixture of Strict Baptist churches some of which have been
handicapped by stifling traditionalism. Progress has been substantial. Hyper-
Calvinism has been the bane of many Strict Baptist churches some of which are
securely locked in that prison. A few have been liberated. These comments are
not made in a critical spirit. For a decade or more I was personally involved with
many others in work which led eventually to what is now Grace Assembly. The
whole point in the context of this editorial is to encourage more unity. Also to
be encouraged as much as possible is the work of Grace Baptist Mission which
has made great strides in recent years. The American counterpart, The
Reformed Baptist Mission, with David Straub as secretary, is newly born by
comparison but calls for our interest and concern.

As far as the promotion of a clear Reformed Baptist thrust is concerned together
with a robust emphasis on unity, the testimony represented by the International
Baptist Conference, held every second year at Jarvis Street Baptist Church in
Toronto, should evoke our deep gratitude. The work of church planting in
mission situations stimulated by the seminary and church at Jarvis Street has
been tremendous. I have confined observations to expressions of corporate
unity. It is not possible to make reference to individual churches and their
contribution to unity on the broader front.


