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Caring for Life

Front cover: This picture was taken on Caring for Life (CFL) Open Day in
June, when 1500 visited Crag House Farm. Jonathan Parkinson in the
foreground.

Established nearly 10 years ago, CFL now provides a comprehensive support
network for particularly damaged homeless young people: a residential facility
for 8 young men; a resettlement project providing accommodation and
ongoing support, currently assisting 50 young men and women; plus work
experience projects in agriculture, horticulture, workshop skills and car
mechanics providing training for 20 people daily.

As a specifically evangelical Christian Trust, CFL has unique opportunities to
share the gospel with totally unreached young people, probation officers,
social workers and many others. The work is difficult but the trustees and staff
praise God for his provision and for the joy of seeing many come to faith in
Christ.
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wrote his commentary on 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10, or the Spanish Armada of
1588, or 1688 when the Hugu  ots were hounded out of France.

In recent times the RC magist um sought to discipline RC radical modernist
theologians but now the situation is out of hand. Leading RC modernists like
Karl Rahner are dominant.? They submit to the supreme authority of the
magisterium which is now more important than ever since it is up to them to
interpret the untrustworthy (modernist) Bible. We now look back on an
apostasy which reached its zenith in the 15th century, received a mortal blow
in the 16th century, which is now in disarray, but still very dangerous.

Postmodernism

Many are bewildered, confused and discouraged by what they see in disinte-
grating standards and moral chaos of our civilisation, a slide marked by
rampant crime, family breakdown and general disintegration of society. Bill
James’ comprehensive review of Don Carson’s tremendously significant book
The Gagging of God not only assists us to come to terms with contemporary
momentous sweeping changes, but provides us with a summary of the
underlying issues and how to respond.

Dr Albert Mohler addressed this theme at the Grace/Carey Conference where
he compared the collapse of Western society to the fall of the Roman Empire.
David Brighton has given us a synopsis of Dr Mohler’s perceptive and incisive
analysis of the contemporary scene as well as the challenge this poses to
Christians today.
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This passage should be compared with Matthew 24:11-13. The implications are
very serious. Notice that it is a majority that grow cold and also that the increase of
wickedness has an adverse effect on the believers. While there is uncertainty about
the dating and background of the letter to the Hebrews it is not misplaced to
associate the message of that letter with the tremendous upheaval surrounding the
demise of Judaism, the aftermath of the fall of Jerusalem and the dispersion of the
Jews.

The sternest warning in the New Testament concerns not a local or even national
apostasy but one which is world-wide. This is the warning of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-
12, which represents the purpose and heart of this epistle, which can be seen from
what leads up to it and the application that flows from it. This passage should be
compared with the general warnings given by Paul to Timothy (1 Tim 4:1-5; 2 Tim
3:1-5 and 4:3).

The Reformers and Puritans interpreted 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 as the great
apostasy in the Christian Church dating from about 500 to the time of the
Reformation and subsequently in an unrepentant Roman Catholic Church. In his
commentary, John Calvin interprets the passage as apocalyptic in style and not
literal. Concerning the man of sin, he says ‘Paul is not speaking of one individual,
but of a kingdom that was to be seized by Satan for the purpose of setting up a seat
of abomination in the midst of God’s temple. This we see accomplished in popery,’
and concerning the antichrist Calvin asserts, ‘for quite certainly Paul meant that
antichrist would seize the things which belong to God alone, his purpose being to
exalt himself above every divine power, so that all religion and all worship of God
should lie beneath his feet.” Calvin points out that the Pope claims complete
authority. A threefold universal claim of authority is symbolised in his tiara.

This interpretation is also taken by John Owen and is the view stated in the
Westminster Confession of Faith chapter 25 paragraph 6 (cf. the 1689 London
Baptist Confession chapter 26 paragraph 4). No apostasy from apostolic Christian-
ity can be compared to the papacy. For over a thousand years the Gospel became
more and more subverted and covered over with error. The Church became the
monolithic, sacral persecutor of the faithful, driving them to death or into the
wilderness as described in Revelation chapter 12.

William Hendriksen takes a different view of 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. F F Bruce’s
scholarly commentary in the WORD series helpfully discusses one of the most
difficult expressions in the passage namely, the restraining power, ‘but the one
who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And
then the lawless one will be revealed.” The Imperial power of Rome acted as a
shield of protection as well as being a source of persecution. The waning of the
Imperial power paved the way for the ascendancy of the papacy.







Provisions against backsliding

The central question which we now consider is what provision is there in the Word
of God to prevent Christians from backsliding into apostasy.

There are basic axioms or principles that underlie this subject.

Axiom 1. Perseverance is the antidote to apostasy. The reality of apostasy means
that we do all we can to insure perseverance. Jesus said that those who endure to
the end will be saved.

Axiom 2. Perseverance involves divine sovereignty and human responsibility as
summarised in Philippians 2:12,13. Continue to work out your salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his
good purpose. God’s purpose to save his elect is absolute but it lies with our
responsibility to make our calling and election sure.

Axiom 3. Perseverance involves the primacy of the affections. Proverbs 4:23 says,
Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life. Our first parents fell
first in their affections and then in their actions. Maintaining a daily devotional
spiritual life is paramount.

The most relevant Scriptures

While all Scripture is designed to keep the Christian strong in faith there are some
parts specifically addressed to this issue. John 15 — abide in me — is an example.
Ephesians 6:10-20 the whole armour of God is another.

The necessity of being kept is everywhere present as we are reminded in the
doxology of Jude that there is only One ‘who is able to keep you from falling’
(verse 24). Two passages which stand out are 2 Peter 1:5-11 and Romans 8:28-39.
Peter urges that the Christian should add to his faith a set of virtues and if he does,
he will never fall. The word add (epichorageo) is most expressive as it reminds us
of a conductor of an orchestra who calls into play the various instruments. They are
all needed. They vary in contribution and in volume but they are all essential if the
music is to fulfil the composer’s specification.

From Romans 8:28 Paul tells of the work of the Father. He has loved us from
eternity. He has predestinated us to be conformed to the image of his Son. He has
called us and justified us and our glorification is certain. Attention is focused on
the certainty of God’s purpose. Even though all hell should conspire against God’s
elect they will be kept from falling. Paul is defiant, “Who can separate us from the
his love of Christ?” A firm permanent hold on these truths is designed to keep
believers from backsliding.























































connection, the requirements for membership of the church visible don’t
appear to be any more stringent than those for entry into the church invisible.
To approach the issue of membership by linking it to hoops for candidates to
jump through is, I think, a very arbitrary procedure too. By this approach how
would we know how many meetings or which meetings of the church were to
be attended? It may not be so onerous to demand attendance at all the meetings
of a small church whose weekly diet is two Sunday services and one mid-week
prayer meeting. But what of those churches that resemble a department store in
the range of their activities and in the time and man-power required to operate
them? Would believers in such a church be required to attend all that was on
offer? Who is to decide, the individual believer or the pastor? Again, I think the
doctrine of union with Christ is helpful here. In Romans 6:1-11 the fruits of a
dedicated and committed life do not precede entry into Christ’s body but
follow it. Growth and maturity in discipleship spring from the fact that
believers are first planted in the fertile soil of Christ’s grace by union with him,
and from that union the fruit of a devoted life is harvested. From this
perspective people are received into membership not as a consequence of
having come to the fullest depths of discipleship but with a view of helping
them grow up into such a position from the warm ‘sense of belonging’
generated by membership of the church. The pattern of the gospel is of capital
importance here — grace then law, the indicative then the imperative, justifica-
tion and sanctification.

3. How is membership related to access to the Lord’s table?

Again, [ have had to think about this question against the background of my
own specific circumstances. In particular I have in mind the ‘freelance’
Christians mentioned before who, if my own personal observations are
anything to go by, appear to be on the increase! What do you do with the
believer who has no real relation to your church but who turns up from time to
time, and does so on your communion Sunday expecting to participate, as no
doubt he does when he goes to the church down the road and the one round the
corner as well?

I think we need first to go back to the question, ‘What is the Lord’s Supper
about?’ If my understanding of 1 Corinthians 10:17 is correct, then it is an act
whereby the unity and fellowship of the participants with Christ and with one
another comes to visible expression. But isn’t it a bit hypocritical to participate
in such an act, or to be allowed to do so if in fact you are only a casual visitor
—l.e. if you're not a member? I don’t feel free to dogmatise, and I know there
are so often a thousand and one extenuating circumstances, but in principle at
least, and in the face of the kind of issue raised, it does seem to be logical to
assert the need to be in membership with the body of Christ at local level
before giving symbolic expression to it in an act of communion.
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