














source which outlines precisely Roman Catholic teaching. The whole idea of a
catechism or a confession is to be as clear and lucid as possible. There is no
virtue in obscurity.

The value of the Reformed Confessions is seen further in the world-view that
they express. God is sovereign over every aspect of creation and humanity and
the Scriptures must be applied to every aspect of life.

The sovereignty of God

The Reformers recovered the doctrines of election and predestination. God is in
control. He is sovereign in his control of world history and in the calling of his
people and the building of the universal Church. This is vital. When confronted
with overwheliming oppos  on this truth sustained the Reformers. We should note
that when the apostle Pau It powerless in face of the unbelief and opposition of
the city of Corinth he was encouraged by the truth of election (Acts 18:10).

‘One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on
speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and
harm you, because I have many people in this city”” (Acts 18:10).

Modern evangelicalism is largely at loggerheads with the truth of God’s
sovereignty in salvation as expressed in chapters 3 and 9 to 15 of the 1689
Confession. The theological renewal of the last three decades has contributed
significantly to getting the Church back on course in recognising the
importance of the doctrines +  grace. The natural mind is appalled that God
should build according to a plan. But every house worth living in and every
city of any beauty is built according to plan. As Christians we seek to plan our
lives according to biblical principles. Why should not an all-wise holy God
work according to his plan?

The truth of human res nsibility

Reformed theology stresses the accountability of every person. Every person
will give an account of himself to God. This accountability is applied to all
believers. The parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30) stresses the importance
of putting every talent to service and warns of the wickedness of sloth.

The leading characteristic of medieval Roman Catholicism was the division
between the sacred and the secular. This idea was articulated by Eusebius as
early as the 4th century. He taught that there were two ways of life given by
Christ. The first was above nature and totally devoted to the service of God and
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separate from the second which formed the humdrum of such things as farming
and trading and other secular activities. To the second was attributed a
secondary or lower grade of piety.

Martin Luther overthrew the idea that clergymen and monks and nuns were
engaged in a holier work than the housewife and shopkeeper. William Tyndale
declared that with respect to what pleases God there is no difference between
the washing of dishes and preaching the Word of God. The English Reformer
Hugh Latimer saw in the example of Christ the true dignity of all work when
he pointed to the Son of God and his labour as carpenter in the workshop and
declared that in his example he sanctified all kinds of occupations.

The Reformation has had a beneficial social and political impact on
Western societies

The value of the Reformed Confessions is seen further in the world-view that
they express. God is sovereign over every aspect of creation and humanity and
the Scriptures must be applied to every aspect of life.

John Calvin taught the reality of God’s common grace. Biblical teaching has
had a vast effect on nations. The Bible has influenced education and politics.
Of course this subject is relative and difficult to document as there are
humanist influences at work as well as Christian influences. Here 1 will
concentrate on just one factor and quote from Dr Stephen Tong’s address
referred to above when he declared:

‘Reformed theology has empowered societies to break free from centralised
power. Pre-Reformation societies never knew true democracy. In Socrates’ era
democracy was limp and illusive. To form a government the Athenians elected
senators as their representatives. But not everyone in their society had the right
to vote, only aristocrats. Calvin taught the image of God in man and human
dignity. Any government that wants to establish true democracy should respect
human dignity. Sinful man finds this concept hard to understand. The Chinese
believe that a king should control his people. Chinese culture does not have
any concept of democracy.” He also noted that Mao Tze Tung controlled a
billion people but he himself was controlled by his wife.

Dr Tong is correct. We should note generally that those societies that have
come under the influence of the Reformation have developed democratic
government. Great Britain, the USA, Canada, Australia, Switzerland, the
Netherlands, Norway and Sweden are examples. Some other nations are
struggling desperately with tyrannies of dictators and with systems of
government which stem from pagan ideas.




The Reformation tradition has produced the foremost defenders of the Faith

From generation to generation it is the Reformed constituency which has
produced the foremost fenders of the Faith. This has been particularly
noteworthy during the last 150 years when the Christian Church has been
under attack from liberal scholars. It was C H Spurgeon who stood for the truth
during the downgrade controversy of the late 19th century. Gresham Machen,
Alfred Rehwinkel of the Lutheran Missouri Synod in the USA, and B B
Warfield are examples of those who have defended the faith in a crucial way in
this century and more re  atly Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones and Dr John Gerstner.
One of the most encouraging features of the USA today is the emergence of
evangelical leaders who are inspired by the teaching and example of the
Reformers and Puritans.

It is important that we pray for and support such leaders and observe the great
principles that motivate them. We should resist the temptation to carp about lesser
issues over which we may differ. We rejoice in Luther. But how many of us
would have been patient with him as he struggled toward justification by faith?
How many of us today would tolerate the errors that remained in him afterwards,
errors which were never eradicated? We must hold the truth in love. The graces of
the Holy Spirit, love, humility, gentleness and holiness are imperative.

We live in the declining culture of the West. This decline is seen in increasing
violence. This is the natural outcome of our postmodernism (see review The
Gagging of God, in RT 152). Yet we have a very important role to play as we
have inherited the tremendous legacies of the Reformation. There is the battle
at home, but there is at the same time the responsibility of sharing our heritage
with the developing nations of the world. The universal urgent need is for
biblical teaching which is reformed in character. We are encouraged to observe
the emergence of leaders in the emerging nations of the world. Many more are
needed. There is much to be done. Let us take heart and pray the prayer of
Psalm 72 that all nations will be blessed in our Messiah. Let us pray that the
Lord will do marvellous deeds and fill the whole earth with his glory.

Carey C( ference for Ministers

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire, UK
January 8th-10th, 1997
Theme: Caring

Main speaker: Baruch Maoz from Israel

Other visiting speakers: Noél Espinosa, Philippines; John Currid &
Earl Blackburn, USA

For details write to: John Rubens, 22 Leith Road, Darlington DL3 8BG




Robert Godfrey

One of the most powerful and arresting passages in Scripture about the holiness of
God is found in Isaiah 6. There the prophet is given a vision of the greatness of God
and his glory. The divine king is enthroned in his temple. His royal robes fill the
temple. His royal courtiers — the angels — surround the throne singing of the
holiness and glory of the Lord with a loud solemnity that shakes the temple itself.
‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.’

The splendid holiness of God evokes from Isaiah a recognition of his own
sinfulness and the sinfulness of his people. He laments his own ruin as he sees his
uncleanness in the light of God’s perfect purity and righteousness.

The picture of God’s holiness as presented in Isaiah is a very familiar one to many
Christians. But we may miss something of the force of the passage if we neglect the
context in which it occurs. Isaiah 6 begins with the words, ‘In the year that King
Uzziah died, I saw the Lord...” Perhaps when we read those words, we think that
Isaiah is just giving us a date for his vision. But in reality we are being told much
more. We are told about the backdrop against which this vision must be
understood. Unless we understand the reign of King Uzziah, we will not fully
understand Isaiah’s vision.

The life of Uzziah as king of Judah is recorded in 2 Chronicles 26. He was king a
long time, actually 52 years. His death surely marked a key point of transition for
Judah. However Isaiah’s vision reflects much more than just the end of a long
reign. Rather the vision must be seen in relation to the fact that Uzziah was
basically a good king, but like his father failed to serve the Lord wholeheartedly
(2 Chr 25:2; 26:4).

The early years of Uzziah were filled with success given him by the Lord. He
followed the counsel of God’s prophet. He defeated the enemies of God’s people
in battle. He built up the fortifications of Jerusalem and increased the wealth of his
people.

By the blessing of the Lord Uzziah became very powerful. But he began to forget
that the Lord was the source of his success and became instead proud of his own

strength and accomplishments. His pride led to a surprising action on his part. He
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The leprosy of Uzziah broke out on his forehead. Perhaps that is a reminder to him
and to us that the sacrifices belong to the priests of God alone. The high priest was
to wear a headpiece from which hung a stone before his forehead. On this stone
were engraved the words: ‘Holy to the Lord’. The priests ministered to the Lord
because they were set apart by the Lord himself for his service. They were holy as
they followed his laws and his ways. Uzziah was judged for not walking in the
ways the Lord had laid out for him.

The sin and judgment of Uzziah as well as the vision and cleansing of Isaiah draw
us to the Lord Jesus Christ. In him alone we find God’s great king-priest, God’s
Messiah. He alone truly fulfills the symbols of the Old Testament and cleanses us
from sin. Jesus is burned  on the altar for us so that we might be saved. In Jesus
the temple is opened for us and holiness and mercy are enthroned there forever.

While we rightly celebrate the mercy of the Lord in Jesus, we must not forget that
Jesus equally maintains and manifests the holiness of God. He is our Saviour,
because he was the perfect second Adam, the obedient Israel. He continues to teach
us that we must serve God in God’s ways. God never allows sincerity or zeal to
substitute for obedience to his ways.

Reformed Christianity in particular has had a passion not only to serve God, but to
strive to serve him in his ways. This passion is a key to understanding why conser-
vative Reformed people are so very concerned about issues of worship and church
office. We are not just narrow-minded or troublesome nit-pickers. We have read
the Bible and know the character of our holy God. He in his holiness calls us to
holiness. To be sure we must be holy in our attitudes and words. But we must also
be holy in our actions and in acting in the ways God has prescribed. We must not
only offer sacrifices of praise, but we must offer them in the way he has
commanded. This requirement rests on individuals, congregations and denomina-
tions.

God’s call to holy obedience is extremely serious. The vision of God’s holiness
must not lead us to pride and self-confidence, but to self-examination and
repentance. If we would join the angel chorus in crying ‘Holy, Holy, Holy’ we
must do so in God’s way or we will face the judgment of God. ‘The Lord is with
you when you are with h And if you seek him, he will let you find him; but if
you forsake him, he will forsake you’ (2 Chr 15:2).

Dr Robert Godfrey, President and Professor of Westminster Seminary in
California, is a contributing editor of ‘The Outlook’ in the April 96 issue of which
this article first appeared.
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A review by Pastor Jim Renihan,
Heritage Baptist Church, Worcester,
Massachusetts, USA.

The Catechism of the Catholic
Church - Guarding the Deposit of
Faith

The now infamous FEvangelicals and
Catholics Together document has pro-
duced a flurry of activity among
professing Christians in America, and
presumably abroad as well. Respected
leaders of evangelicalism signed their
names to a document arguing for close
fellowship between evangelicals and
Roman Catholics. In essence, the docu-
ment called for mutual recognition as
Christian communities, noting impor-
tant differences between the two, but
arguing that each community witnesses
to the gospel in an authentic fashion, so
that ‘in view of the large number of
non-Christians in the world and the
enormous challenge of our common
task, it is neither theologically legiti-
mate nor a prudent use of resources for
one Christian community to proselytise
among active adherents of another
Christian community’.! Such a notion
is startling to Reformed Christians,
nurtured on the deep truths recovered
in the 16th century and fleshed out in
much detail in the 17th century. Has
Rome changed? Have the issues of the
Reformation been settled? We read of
this development with the hope that
perhaps a breakthrough has come, and
that Rome has acknowledged her error,

repented of her heresies and confessed
the truth. Has this happened?

We are not left to wonder and hope. In
the same year that this document was
issued, another of momentous signifi-
cance came forth from Rome, both in
an original Latin version, and in an
English translation. Entitled The
Catechism of the Catholic Church,* it is
the fruit of six years of labor, consulta-
tions, commissions and examinations.
Passing through nine draft stages, its
final form expresses ‘the result of the
collaboration of the whole Episcopate
of the Catholic Church’.? It is a lucid
presentation of Roman doctrine, clearly
set forth and thoroughly documented.
And it is authoritative. Writing in a
foreword, Pope John Paul himself says,
‘The Catechism of the Catholic
Church, which I approved June 25th
last and the publication of which I
today order by virtue of my Apostolic
Authority, is a statement of the
Church’s faith and of catholic doctrine,
attested to or illumined by Sacred
Scripture, the Apostolic Tradition, and
the Church’s Magisterium. I declare it
to be a sure norm for teaching the faith
and thus a valid and legitimate
instrument for ecclesial communion.’
Such words from the Pope himself
ought to cause us to take careful notice.
Here is an extensive exposition of
official doctrine, widely available and
clearly written, by which we may judge
the current doctrinal milieu of Rome.
When 1 purchased the book, T did so
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Christian doctrine. If one differs from
Rome, one differs from God. So much
for Sola Scriptura.

The examples could be multiplied to
fill many pages, but to do so is
unnecessary. While the wolf may have
learned how to make the sheep’s
clothing fit a little better, it is still a
wolf. In our case, Rome is Semper
eadem. The church has not changed
any of its doctrines. It seems to want to
press on, hoping that the issues raised
at the Reformation will be forgotten or
ignored by the sons of the Reformation.
In this way, Rome will have won the
victory while the vanquished happily
join the throng bowing down to the
Vatican. Those of us who are the heirs
of the Reformers must take up the
standard. We must view the adherents
of the Roman communion as a mission
field. They are held in the blindness and
darkness of a sacerdotal system that
will send them to hell, even while they
faithfully follow its prescriptions. We
must resist the blasphemous claims of
John Paul who would name himself as
the Vicar of Christ in the world,
stealing from the Holy Spirit one of his
rightful titles. We must declare without
equivocation that Scripture alone is our
source for all authority, and that the
apostolic foundation revealed there is
sufficient for our every need. The time
for compromise has not come, nor will
it. Only when Rome repents will we be
able to receive its claims.

I am grateful to the Pope and to the
hierarchy of the Roman Church for
making this document available to us.
It is an excellent resource for every
evangelical and Reformed pastor. The
stark contrast between the clear Word

of God and the skewed doctrines of
Rome could not be more lucidly
demonstrated than in their own words.
No longer will it be necessary for us to
try to sort through all manner of books
and documents in order to determine
the official position of the Church. All
that we could want to know, and much
more, has been provided for us by the
papal establishment. Pastor, buy the
book. Use it in your witnessing and
evangelism. Use it with your people.
Set out the fundamental differences
between Geneva and Rome. This book
should be a valuable asset in witnessing
for the truth. Now we will be able to
speak directly to our Catholic friends
about the errors of Rome, using this
Catechism as a definitive resource. No
one will be able to say that we are
attacking a straw man. We have the
authoritative source. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church may be Rome’s
attempt to guard the deposit of faith,
but it sadly fails. The Reformed
Confessions are far superior as guides
to the faith once delivered to the saints.
May God use the darkness of the errors
of Rome to make the truth appear all
the more brilliant.
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2. Acts 2:39. On the Day of Pentecost, Peter told his hearers that the promise of the
Holy Spirit was ‘to you and your children and all that are far off, even as many as
the Lord our God shall call’. R C H Lenski enthuses, ““And to your children” is a
most significant addition when we bear in mind that the Old Covenant included
children. Certainly the New Covenant will include them likewise.’*

However, there is a fundamental flaw in this interpretation. We may not take the
phrase ‘and your children’ and wrest it from the whole sentence. The complete
sentence teaches that the promise of the Holy Spirit is not to every Jew, Jewish
child and Gentile per se, but to each of them who is called of God. The Apostle was
asserting that the promise of the Spirit was not limited to one generation or nation
but would be fulfilled in ages to come as well as that age, and in any land where
God called men to himself by grace.

3. 1 Corinthians 7:14, Paul’s reference to ‘holy’ children, has been readily taken up
by Paedobaptists. Charles Hodge argues, “This passage recognises as universally
conceded the great scriptural principle that the children of believers are holy.””*With
this Baptists entirely agree. Our children are ‘holy’. The real question, however, is
what does ‘holy” mean? We notice that in this passage not only the children of a
believer are called ‘holy’ but also the unbelieving partner. He or she is sanctified
also. The set of words involved in sanctification or holiness can mean either to
cleanse something or to be morally separate or to be set apart for a religious purpose.

Charles Hodge wants to give two different meanings to these words within this one
passage. The unbelieving partner is sanctified or rendered holy in that he was set
apart to the service of God, as the guardian of a Christian woman and her covenant
children. The children are set apart or rendered holy by being ‘included in the
church’.” The unbelieving partner’s ‘holiness’ consists in his being set apart as the
guardian of Christians and he remains unbaptised. The unbelieving children’s
holiness consists in their being treated as Christians and therefore baptised.

Baptists see the holiness of the unbelieving partner and the unbelieving children as
one. All are ‘holy’ because set aside from mankind in general to be under the
constant influences of the gospel. All share the same privileged status of having a
Christian witness in their house and ready access to the gospel ministry of a church.
As unbelievers none of them is baptised, but neither are they in the same position
as pagans who have never heard the gospel.

The Old Testament argument

Paedobaptists generally feel much happier when arguing from the Old Testament
with regard to baptism than the New. The key to their position lies in their inter-
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pretation of the Abrahamic Covenant of Genesis 17. The Covenant may be divided

into several parts:

1. The promise to Abraham to make him the father of many nations and kings
(v4-6).

2. The promise of adoption (v7).

. The promise of the land of Israel (v8).

4. The promise of the maintenance of this Covenant with him and his descendants
7.

5. The sign of circumcision in all the males born into this family and progeny
(v9-14).

98]

Baptists, as well as Paedobaptists, believe that this Covenant is very important.
They notice, however, that it has a dual fulfilment: fulfilment on the physical and
spiritual levels.

On the physical level the promise to make Abraham the father of many nations and
kings was fulfilled. The Lutheran commentator H C Leupold reminds us, “The
Ishmaelites and the sons of Ketura, as well as all Israelites, acknowledge him as
father.”” He also comments, ‘The future nations descended from Abraham are to
produce out of their own midst their own competent heads worthy of the name of
kings.’

In the same way, on the earthly level, the promise of adoption was fulfilled in the
nation of Israel. Did not God call Israel his “firstborn son’ and adopt the nation on
the basis of the Covenant as his treasured possession?”

Nor may the promise of the actual land of Israel to Abraham and his descendants
be ignored. Even to this day, on the basis of this promise, the land of Israel is
claimed by the Jew.

In the same ways successive generations of Jews have held firmly to the promise that
God was not only a God to Abraham but to the successive generations of his descen-
dants. In John the Baptist’s day it was the proud boast of the Jew, “We have Abraham
as our Father.” In countering our Lord the Jews claimed, ‘Abraham is our father.”*

The sign of circumcision was also maintained by the Jews as descendants of
Abraham. Every child born into the Jewish home, slave or free, had to be
circumcised. It was a sign of Jewishness, or Abrahamic inheritance.”

However, the Abrahamic Covenant also had a fulfilment on the spiritual level. The
promise to make Abraham the father of many nations is seen in the New Testament
as a prediction of his relationship to all who share his faith gathered from all the
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Baptism: The Picture and Its Purpose

Peter Masters, Sword and Trowel, 1994, 24pp, pb, £0.70

This is a brief explanation of believer’s baptism. The imagery of baptism is set out,
and the proper mode of immersion is established. The case for infant baptism is
opposed, and the variation amongst Paedobaptist views is briefly demonstrated.
Covenant arguments are not developed and the author makes a sharp distinction
between Old and New Testaments, refusing any parallel between baptism and
circumeision.

Baptism and Church Membership

Erroll Hulse, Reformation Today Trust (Carey Publications), 1972, 24pp, pb,
£1.20

This booklet is ideal to be given to the candidate for baptism and/or church
membership. On baptism, the command to be baptised is shown, and the
symbolism and mode are explained. It is helpful that an explanation of church
membership immediately follows in the second part of the booklet so that the link
is clearly demonstrated.

I Want to be Baptised

Eric Lane, Grace Publications, 1986, 124pp, pb, £2.25

This little book is designed for the baptismal candidate. The author therefore
restricts himself to NT references, and does not refute the Paedobaptist position.
We are shown the various elements of the symbolism of baptism, and taken
through the commands and examples of baptism in the NT.

Immersion is assumed, but not established by argument. Similarly, there seems to
be the assumption that the baptised will go on into church membership, but the link
is not established clearly. It is a shame that 1 Corinthians 12:13 is not treated as a
NT scripture touching on baptism. Nevertheless, the positive blessings of baptism
for the individual are helpfully drawn out.

Special Children? A Theology of Childhood

Eric Lane, Grace Publications, 1996, 160pp, £5.95

Eric Lane began his ministry as a Paedobaptist in the Church of England. Having
now been a Baptist for many years, he asks if we have any positive theology of the
children of believers. Do they occupy any special place in the economy of the
gospel?

We are reminded that our children are sinful by nature like all children and need
salvation. We must not assume that our children are naturally in the kingdom of
God, or enjoy some innate faith. However, they are ‘special’ in being received as
gifts of God by their parents, and brought under the influence of the means of grace
— the place of God’s blessing. The place of children in Old and New Covenants is
compared and contrasted. There is helpful and practical wisdom for parents on
teaching and discipline in the home according to Christian principles, and a com-
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