

















conformity to the Anglicanism of which he was the supreme head. King James
appointed six Anglicans (and they were all very much Anglican) to attend.

The Synod convened on November 13, 1618. It was destined to run for 145
sessions the last of which took place on May 9, 1619. Next to the Westminster
Assembly (1643 to 1647) the Synod of Dort is regarded as the most significant
Synod in the history of the Reformed faith.

From its inception the Remonstrants were treated as an accused party. At the
22nd session thirteen Remonstrants appeared before the Synod. Episcopius
was their leader and spokesman. He stated their case with eloquence but gave
offence by being too bold and dogmatic. He also lacked finesse and diplomacy.
For instance it was not necessary for him to declare the assembly to be
schismatical. Thereafter the Remonstrants were excluded. At the conclusion of
the Synod they were dismissed from their positions in the Church. During the
discussions the issues were by no means clear-cut. Delegates from other
countries argued persistently for the universal sufficiency of the atonement and
for the sincere intention of God in the free offer of the gospel.

The Synod published five canons which are the obverse of the five Arminian
points. A summary of the points are:

1. The decrees of election and reprobation are absolute and unconditional.

2. Although Christ’s death is sufficient to expiate the sins of the whole
world, the atonement is in fact limited to the elect, who are thus certain
to be saved.

3. The total inability of man to will the good necessitates the regenerating
work of the Holy Spirit.

4. God’s call is effectual, and hence his grace is irresistible.

5. Those elected and called cannot but be saved and cannot finally be lost.

The shortest summary of the position outlined at the Synod of Dort is found in
the acrostic TULIP. Total depravity, Unconditional election, Limited
atonement, Irresistible grace and Perseverance of the saints.

Despite the efforts of the Synod to expose and oppose Arminianism those ideas
did spread pervasively throughout the world, eventually permeating almost all
Protestant churches.

There are different forms of Arminianism. One of these is Wesleyan
Arminianism. Various degrees of synergism characterise Arminianism. By
synergism is meant the idea that God’s grace is mixed with human ability. It is
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As far as I am aware the two foremost Puritans of the last 150 years, C H
Spurgeon and Martyn Lloyd-Jones, never preached through TULIP as a series.
When the Metropolitan Tabernacle was opened Spurgeon had others do this. 1
have heard master preachers wrap TULIP in Scripture. It can be done but it
requires skill. I have never preached through TULIP and discourage that
procedure for the simple reason that no application is suggested in the acrostic.
In Scripture the doctrines of grace are always surrounded by application.
Furthermore in every biblical context there are correctives whereas none
whatever are suggested in TULIP. It is always preferable to preach the
doctrines of grace from Scripture.

For instance the sovereignty of God in salvation can be preached from Romans
chapter 9. But before any wrong conclusions can be made we are into chapter
ten which insists on the necessity of the universal preaching of the good news.
Then think of Nicodemus and John 3. Nicodemus must have been staggered by
the inability ascribed to him by our Lord. ‘Nicodemus, there is nothing you can
do! You are dead in sin. You must be born from above!” But as he wends his
way through the night he remembers those words which prompt him to look
and live, to believe and receive.

In the hands of a master preacher TULIP can be effective and I am sure often
has been. But we have to account for the times that this has not been the case.

Conclusions

Arminianism is a system of human thought which stems like hyper-Calvinism
its counterpart from rationalism rather than Scripture. There are issues which
have to be left to lie side by side. God is transcendent. We are created and
limited. What we do not understand we accept by faith.

Arminianism is dangerous because it weakens the authority of Scripture.
Episcopius the Remonstrant leader sadly fell into many errors, even fatal errors
concerning so basic a subject as the Trinity. That is typical of Arminianism.
For instance Methodism was once a thriving evangelical denomination but it
slid from Arminianism into Liberalism and now its demise is almost complete.
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The initiative in each of these actions is the Father’s. The purpose of each
action is for our good. These actions are sovereign in the sense that God is
active and we are passive. They are gracious actions because as sinners and
rebels we deserve nothing. Hence the expression sovereign grace.

1. He loved us

The text declares For whom he foreknew. Frederic Godet who is no
lightweight expositor claims that this means nothing more or less than
knowing beforehand. That is the position taken by many who suggest that God
foreknew those who would believe and predestined them to glory. That cannot
be correct for two reasons.

Firstly the Hebraic meaning of foreknowledge is implicit in New Testament
usage. The idea is of an intimate relationship. This is expressed powerfully in
1 Peter 1:20 where Christ is described as foreknown: ‘For he was foreknown
before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the
sake of you’ (NASB). The NIV translates, ‘He was chosen before the
foundation of the world.” Peter speaks of God’s foreknowledge of Christ in
terms of choosing and appointing him to be our Redeemer. In the introduction
Peter describes the elect as those who have been chosen according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father. In other words they are beloved of God the
Father. To know means to know intimately. ‘I know my sheep and am known
of mine’. Thus Paul strongly :jects the idea that the Lord has cast away a
people that he foreknew (Rom 11:2). That does not mean a people whom he
merely knew about. It means a people upon whom he set his love.

The above meaning of i  mate knowledge is conveyed by Amos 3:2, ‘You
only have I known of all the families of the earth.” Also Hosea uses the term
‘to know’ to refer to a marriage relationship, ‘I knew you in the wilderness, in
the land of great drought’. In that terrible experience in the wilderness Jehovah
was joined to his people. The verb jada often carries considerable depth of
meaning in the Old Testame conveying the idea of a deep relationship of
love. There is a lament when this kind of knowledge of love is absent (Hos 4:1
and 6:6). To Jeremiah the LORD says: ‘Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you: Before you were born I sanctified you: and ordained you a prophet
to the nations’ (Jer 1:5).
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The glorification means that our bodies will be redeemed. The most detailed
description of what this will involve is 1 Corinthians 15:35-58, in which the
words most striking are ‘powerful’ and ‘imperishable’. These are telling
adjectives which relate to our resurrected physical bodies.

We eagerly await the redemption of our bodies (Rom 8:23). When our bodies
are raised from the dead we will experience complete victory over death.
Death will be swallowed up in victory. This victory will be overwhelming and
comprehensive. It will extend to the whole creation. For the creation itself will
be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom
of the children of God (Rom 8:22). As Adam and Eve were placed in a habitat
or environment suited to them so we will be. The earth will be a glorified earth.
Today as never before cameras explore the exquisite glories of this present
creation: trees, flowers, marine life, animals. If Christians controlled the media
appropriate psalms and hymns would be included ascribing the praise to our
Creator. We must depict heaven as a new earth, not skies. Little wonder that
unbelievers deride that as boring. We need a better term than ‘heaven’, because
to many that means ‘sky’.

The glorification of the body means that we will not be spirits forever ‘ether
sailing’ with hippos and elephants sailing around with us in the skies. Just as it
is heresy to suggest that Christ’s resurrection was merely spiritual and his
physical body left in the tomb, so it is heretical and harmful to promote the idea
that in the next world we will be mere spirits. Anything which deprives us of
our intrinsic and essential humanity and which radically disconnects us from a
human environment is harmful. Some hymns convey the idea that we will be
eternal astronauts fixed in orbit. The truth is that we will be as we are now but
free entirely from sin, disease and the ageing process. Our minds and bodies
will possess additional capacities and those lacks which frustrate and torment
us now will be repaired, made good and elevated.

With regard to the glorification we have to balance what we do know with what
is too advanced for us at this stage; as the Scripture says,

No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived
what God has prepared for those who love him (1 Cor. 2:9).

At the same time Paul prays that we might know the hope to which we have
been called and the riches of our inheritance (Eph 1:18).
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the woman represents the Church. So when it says that the woman plants a
vineyard, that planting refers to church planting and all the activities of the woman
are metaphorical ways of referring to various kinds of spiritual activities that the
Church engages in. Of course they did not have to spiritualise the second part of
verse 30 — it was already spiritual. In effect they took the grace pull and pushed that
out to accomplish the rest of the poem and to say, ‘Well, it’s all spiritual.” In
Catholic commentaries this interpretation persists until the 20th century. It is the
result of seeing an incompatibility between nature and grace, between these
ordinary human, businesslike activities of the woman and her fear of the LORD.

Another way of solving the apparent contradiction is to do the opposite. That is to
take Proverbs 31:30 and to secularise it. This is done by simply removing the
reference to the fear of the LORD in verse 30. A good number of critical scholars
have done just that. They say that’s impossible in such a secular poem, that at the
end there should be such a reference to the fear of the Lord — it can’t be original!
Some later pious scribe must have inserted it! The first edition of the Jerusalem
Bible reads, not ‘a woman who fears the LORD’, but ‘the woman who is wise’. It
changes the text because it doesn’t think that religious emphasis fits in this secular
context.

So those are two ways in which that first paradigm has influenced exegetes.

2. Gratia supra naturam — Grace above nature

We now consider another approach — Gratia supra naturam. Grace above nature.
Let me give you a few quotes of people who have viewed the matter this way. The
‘supra’ tradition is the standard Roman Catholic view, namely that grace is ‘supra’
that is above, nature. Grace is like ‘icing on the cake’. A quote from a Benedictine
exegete, Calmet, from the first part of the 18th century on Proverbs 31:30 reads:
“To this point Solomon had hardly praised anything in his mother but virtues which
though rare did not transcend the natural order.” Calmet is saying, until we get to
verse 30 we’ve only been talking about virtues below the line, we haven’t got
beyond the natural order. ‘He established as virtually exclusive evidence as proof
of her praiseworthy qualities, the diligence, alertness, discipline and efficient
administration of the famous lady’ — all natural things. ‘Here however, he teaches
that all these qualities, indeed even her beauty and charm are worthless and to no
avail unless the fear of God, piety and true wisdom are added to that.” We need to
get the second storey on top of the natural order.

Another quote from a Roman Catholic exegete from the 20th century, a German
cardinal: ‘The pearl of women... has not forgotten the one thing needful amongst
all the Martha cares of a busy life, but by her fear of God she has set the crown on
all of her life’s work.” “Set the crown on’ is the supra paradigm. So that’s another
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