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Preaching, worship, counselling and testings

Speakers: Gaius Davies, two sessions on counselling, from a lifetime of
professional experience. Martin Holdt of South Africa two sessions: preparing to
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Jesus, and you will be saved’ (Acts
16:31), and, ‘In Christ God forgave you’
(Eph. 4:32). The hymn writer reflected
the truth of Scripture when he wrote of
‘standing on the promises of God!’

The Presentation of God’s
Commands

When the Lord Jesus said that man shall
live ‘on every word that comes from the
mouth of God’, he had God’s
commands especially in mind. Though
we have seen that ‘living by the Word’
includes more than that, we want to
follow the Lord’s emphasis in the rest
of this article. We want to concentrate
on God’s commands as they are given
to godly men and women.

These commands are given to us in two
in summary form and as
The summary
comes from the Lord Jesus in Matthew
22:37-40 (quoting the OT):

ways,
individual demands.

‘Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind.” This is the
first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it:
your neighbour as yourself.’

‘Love

At their heart, the commands of God
deal with attitudes. Love to God and
man is Are these
commands enough for us? They would
be if we were already glorified, but just
now they are a bit short on details. That

central. two

is evident even if we concentrate only
on the commands of the New
Testament, as we will do in the rest of
this article.

What does love for God demand of us?
It demands that we seek to make our
lives conform to the character of the
Lord Jesus. Note carefully: in saying
that, I am not leaving the character of
God behind. Not at all! The best and
brightest reflection of what God is like
is found in Jesus. He once said to a
startled Philip, ‘Anyone who has seen
me has seen the Father’ (John 14:9). So
our job is to conform to Jesus Christ. In
fact, Paul says God has predestined us
to be like him (Rom 8:29).

Someone may ask, ‘Do we really need
to work at this? After all, if God has
predestined it, what is there to do?” The
answer of Scripture is clear: we must
‘continue to work out [our] salvation
with fear and trembling’ based on the
fact that ‘God works in [us] to will and
to act according to his good purpose’
(Phil 2:12-13). Two things require
comment here. First is the meaning of
‘work out’. Paul does not mean that
we’re to let something already in us
work out of us so that others can see it,
however true that may be. Rather he
means what we mean when we ‘work
out a problem’ or ‘work out a puzzle'. In
those cases a challenge is before us and
‘working it out’ means to apply as much
effort as is necessary to complete it.

Second, Paul here gives us the answer
to the relation between our work and




God’s. Does God do all of the work
while we do nothing? ( viously not!
Do we do all the work while God cheers
us on and hopes for the best? No! Do
we split the work, then? Not that either!
What is taught here is what we may call
‘concurrence’. God does all the work
and we do all the work. That is almost
the whole explanation but not auite.
The rest is found in that little wo:
in the phrase ‘for it is God who works in
you’ (2:13). There Paul asserts the
priority of God. In Paul’s mind God’s
work comes first logically. Somehow
our effort, real and necessary as it is,
rests on the work of God. That rneans
we can trust God to make us obedient
while we labour for obedience with all
our might. And obedience is labour. It
is nothing less than putting our sinful
self to death (Rom 8:12-13).

>

‘for

If all this seems like heavy theology. t
me see if I can make it simpler. A few
weeks before T wrote this I took =
funeral service for a man named Ernest
Grey. I had known Ernie for many years
as a simple soul who loved the Lord
Jesus. His very simplicity, however,
meant that in the world’s eyes there was
little to say about him. Sinceith: >een
decades since I had last seen Ernie, his
family had to prompt me with a few of
their own memories. One stoc out:
Ernie used to talk to himself in a special
way that I will reveal in a moment. I
learned this when his son, Tom, told me
that his father had had a bad temper, but
that his temper would come as a

surprise to the grandchildren who had
never seen it.

How could that be? Very simply, his
son explained. His father had learned
the verses of Scripture that spoke to his
problem. More than that, he repeated
them often to himself, not as an exercise
in Scripture memory but as an exercise
in godliness. Long since he had learned
the lesson of James 1:22-24:

Do not merely listen to the word,
and so deceive yourselves. Do what
it says. Anyone who listens to the
word but does not do what it says is
like a man who looks at his face in a
mirror and, after looking at himself,
goes away and immediately forgets
what he looks like.

Ernie knew what he looked like and he
was determined to do something about
it. So he addressed the Word of God to
himself with a godly longing to
conform to it. And God worked ‘his
good purpose’ in Ernie Grey.

Some Christians have a little container
called a ‘Precious Promise Box’. Good
for them: may their tribe increase! is
time, however, for some enterprising
publisher to produce a
Command Box’, and follow it up with a
‘Precious Attributes Box’. God himself,
his promises and his commands, these
are the food for the Christian’s life. If
we have whole-hearted devotion to
these, we will be ‘living by the Word’.

‘Precious
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declare to them the way of salvation? Will their blood not be on our heads,
when we one day stand before the Judge? Will we not have shown a distinct
lack of love and concern for them, if we have neglected our duty as parents in
the training and teaching of the Word?

I believe that for the Christian family, times spent together around the altar of
God are not a ‘nice-to-have’, but an essential, God-ordained practice for a
spiritually healthy home.

There is a need, and it is not optional!

What means has God provided for family devotions? We have already looked
at the fact that it is God who created the family, and within this context he has
made various provisions in order for family devotions to take place in an
effective manner.

Fathers have been put in place as the head of the home and to lead it. Paul
emphasises this in 1 Timothy where he says that elders and deacons are to
manage their children and households well. Part of this leadership is leading in
spiritual concerns; for example, Ephesians 6:4 tells us: ‘Fathers, do not
exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction
of the Lord.” In the Old Testament the father was a type of priest in his own
home, in that he represented God in it. He was responsible not only for the
morals and behaviour of his children, but also for their instruction. The Bible’s
emphasis throughout is that bringing up the children on the Word of God is the
primary and most essential duty of parents, and it is the father’s place to take
the initiative.

Not only must fathers lead, but they are to pray for their wives, be considerate
of them and treat them with respect (1 Peter 3:7). We need to remember that it
is the wives who normally spend the most time with the children in bringing
them up. In this capacity they need much patience and wisdom and without the
prayerful support of their husbands this will be undermined.

It is also extremely important that the family altar is not the only place where
the worship of God is demonstrated. Children will quickly identify inconsis-
tencies in the lives of the parents, and we need to understand the part we play
as role models. What we teach during devotions must be lived out in our lives
if we are to be effective in our ministry to our children. Children need to
understand that Christianity is not purely something found in print on the pages
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of a book called the Bible, but that it is something that is wonderfal and
glorious, full of power d might, and that our love for Christ is the very
essence of our enjoyment of life. . rtyn] ryd-Jones comments that we must
create in them the desire to be like us, not in the worldly sense, but in the
spiritual sense. And they must understand also that the greatest desire that we
have for them is not that they would be rich and famous, highly successful in a
worldly and material sense, but  at they would truly know and love the Lord
God Almighty, and desire to know him even as we as parents do!

But what needs to happen on a practical level?

Whatever method we use, it must not be mechanical, legal and repressive. We
need to strive to make the dev al time attractive to the children, a time
which they look forward to ¢ day, but remembering always to show
reverence. Central to thi: me must be biblical teaching, which may either take
place directly from the Word of God, or else from another biblically-based
source such as Pilgrim’s Progress, biographies of great men and women,
church history and the like. Memory verses and the use of a good catechism are
also useful. A ae of singing may also be helpful, remembering that the Lord
is pleased when we praise him in this manner. This will also help the family to
learn the hymns that are sung in church, something which would no doubt
please many pastors! And then we must remember to include a time of prayer,
during which we must encourage all the members of the family to pray, from
the youngest to the oldest, giving  ection over the things to pray for.

However the key to successful family devotions is, I believe, not in the method
that we use, but in our own personal walk with God. We need to be men and
women who are “filled with the S t’. Our personal times spent drawing near
to God in reading and s lying his Word need to be regular, and we need to
spend time on our knees before . n, pleading for wisdom and guidance in this
grave responsibility, and also for the salvation of our houscholds, for his glory
alone! Then only I believe will we be able to wait upon him in the quietness of
our hearts, in total peace, assured of his hand in all our feeble atiempts to open
up his Word to our families. Praise God we do not need to take on this burden
on our own!

So, in conclusion, in whatever we do, in our work, at home or in the church, let
us do all things for the glory of God, and in so doing, we will bring up our
children in the ‘training and instruction of the Lord’. Then only can we hope
for a better society, and for a return to the values that we hold so dear!
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point does not seem adequately to have been grasped. I recail visiting a
Reformed church and preaching on an aspect of our mutual conduct in the
community of God’s people. Judging from the comments received afterwards,
this was an unfamiliar theme. The people gathered each week to hear the pastor
preach and then went home. He was thumping home sound doctrine to ground
them in the faith, and studiously avoiding anything he regarded as subjective.
The church seemed to be a pulpit rather than a body.

Aloof and contentious individualism is intolerable. For many Reformed
people, church life has consisted of contending for the truth and for biblical
practice in a church of contrary views. Churches have been battlegrounds, and
contention a way of life. The trouble is, where the battle has been won, many
ardent folk continue to wage it, with friends. An excessively cautious spirit
persists which monitors the church and exercises a kind of quality control from
an aloof and isolated position. To change the metaphor, they retreat to the
sidelines as though the church is the team and they are a spectator or the coach,
and then comment on or criticise its performance. In fact we ARE part of the
team, and share responsibility for its ‘performance’.

We need to be devoted to all the activities of the church. One strategic decision
needs to be made at the very outset that the prayer meeting, for example, will
always be attended. The decision then never again needs to be made. To have
to decide whether or not to attend every time the meeting comes round places
us at the mercy of the fluctuating feelings of the moment.

Where possible, we need to live in the community where the majority of other
church members live. If we have to travel in from a distance, it reduces the
degree to which we can interact with the lives of our brethren, and the quality
of church life is diminished seriously.

2. The quality of church leadership
i. A qualified church leadership

The quality of church leadership plays a decisive role in quality church
membership. Elders have the responsibility of oversight and of teaching, and
consequently exercise a disproportionate influence in the church. Any serious
deficiencies in leadership will inevitably diminish the quality of local church
life. There need to be in the leaders a commitment to, and spiritual qualifica-
tions for, the important things identified below, or the members will be
disheartened constantly.
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Vredenburg, Cape West Coast

It was a joy to be with church planter
Brent Bartlett who spent a day showing
me the extensive industrial development
along this stretch of coast which is being
organised with maximum ecological
sensitivity as it is one of the world’s most
spectacular bird sanctuaries. Brent is here,
there and everywhere in his evar listic
efforts to establish a chuwen in
Vredenburg with an eye to the future for
one also at Saldanha Bay. When my bags
were left openly in his car T protested
having heard much of the problem of
crime in SA. How widely this varies in
any country. Brent assured me that there
hadn’t been an incident in Vredenburg in
six months and that there is 100%
employment in this rapidly developing
area which is virtually crime free.

Three Rivers, Vereeniging

Nico van der Walt is pastor at the Antipas
Baptist Church in Three Rivers,
Vereeniging. Nico is greatly blessed with
a gifted and supportive eldership with
whom I spent an evening having been
asked to address the subject of, “What is
involved in church planting?’ I met with
Alewyn and Michelle Mouton who
visited from Johannesburg. They affirmed
their commitment to preparation for
future missionary work in Camerocn. The
Three Rivers assembly is strong in
missionary interest and they are specially
supportive of Sebastian and Karen Floor
who are missionaries and Wycliffe
translators among the Mwani people
(100,000) in N Mozambique. The church
also supports several other missionary
families.

Ministry in the Lynnwood Ridge Dutch
Reformed Church, Pretoria

For 11 years Martin Holdt has been
teaching in a Bible school within the
parameters of this very large Dutch

Reformed community. Nico took over the
position when Martin left for the Cape. I
was invited to provide 2 one hour lectures
in the morning, followed by questions on
The Reformation and The Puritans. These
sessions were repeated in the evening.
There is a very lively interest in the
Reformation and Reformation theology.
About 160 attended in the morning and
about 140 in the evening.

Sri Lanka

A report by Dr John Hall of Yate, Bristol.
Hard work in feeding the spiritually
hungry can be the best cure for a tired and
jaded pastor! In a 15 day visit to Sri Lanka
1 spoke 44 times! 1 presented seven
lectures a day for four days to 16 final
year students at a Bible College. The task
set me was to teach the substance of the
prison epistles (Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians and Philemon). This involves
the cosmos of Sovereign of grace in its
initiation and application. Grace produces
and empowers changed lives and creates a
family of sons and daughters of God.
Through all this I was myself renewed by
the glory of Christ.

In war torn Trincomalee I preached for
Pastor Muraleetheran. His church began
seven years ago and now needs a new
building. I visited an assembly in a village
where about one third of the people
(ethnic Gypsies) have been converted.
Between 60 and 70 assembled for
worship all ready to follow the message
from their Bibles. Not long ago these
believers were illiterate.

This is just a small part of two weeks in
which I experienced enablement in a way
new to me, feeling the support of the
church which I am privileged to lead.
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