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A positive stance

Since we are completists should we not present the riches we possess more
attractively? Ninety per cent of our apologetic toward Pentecostalism is
negative. There are endless stories to tell of how efforts to bring back the
supernatural have failed. For instance here in the Leeds area in the mid-19th
century one John Wroe claimed to be a prophet and announced that he would
walk on water. When the day came 30,000 lined the banks of the river. When
John Wroe sank into the water many in the crowd pelted him with mud! There
is a sense in which we have to be negative. If a car is seriously defective, the
problem must be diagnosed. If someone is sick, the doctor must diagnose the
ailment. But in giving the prognosis he needs to be gentle. Arnold Dallimore
wonderfully succeeded in his Life of Edward Irving to be warm and positive
toward Irving while at the same time showing the misguidedness of that
Restorationist Movement which came to be called the Catholic Apostolic
Church, a body very different from Restorationist movements of today.

It is important to assess the degree to which any movement is in possession of
central truths. This was lacking in the presentation by Nick Needham.?
For instance the Montanists were in error but they stood out against sacralism
with courage. Sacralism was in due time to bring far worse damage to
the testimony of Christianity than the fanaticism of a couple of deluded
prophetesses within the Montanist Movement.

We need to be positive. Stuart Olyott achieved this well in his presentation of
the completist case as a position of liberty. How thankful we are that we do not
have to walk on water or produce signs, wonders and miracles. An evil and
adulterous generation seeks a sign. We have the Word of God which is living
and active, sharper than any double-edged sword (Heb 4:12).

Since we are completists we reason from a position of strength. We should not
feel threatened. Our attitude should be cordial and generous to those from
whom we differ. This charitable spirit is reflected in the book Are Miraculous
Gifts for Today? reviewed by Bill James.

References

1 Andrew Walker, Restoring the Kingdom, 2 Needham’s reference to the Montanists
The Radical Christianity of the House does not feature in the review by John
Church Movement, 416 pages, Eagle, Palmer but comes out in the cassette
1998. recording.
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3. Because of its definiteness —
Scripture means ‘that which is
written’ — that is recorded accu-
rately for all time. It is a great
privilege to be able to know what
God says now to us, without
question or doubt. Proverbs 22:20
and Luke 1:3 stress that writing
leads to the certainty of the truth
being known. The alternative is
confusion, uncertainty and division.

4. Because of its purpose — It is
sufficient for salvation and a life of
faith, holiness and service (2 Tim
3:16-17). It is not given perfectly to
satisfy our curiosity but to equip us
for these things. There is no duty
which is not revealed in Scripture.
So we are free from the tyranny of
anyone ever being able to tell us
that they have a further message
from God which we must obey — we
are set free into the freedom of the
children of God.

5. Because of its riches ~ We cannot
‘useitall up’. The ‘new revelations’
do not give a new depth of truth.
The attraction of such is not the
content but the emotional wrapping
with which they come. We should
be humbled, but joyful, at what we
have left to find in the Word.

Lessons from Church History
— Nick Needham

There is a temptation for us all to be
prisoners of the present moment.
Christians are not exempt from this-
including Charismatic Christians.
We can here consider only two
periods of Church history.

1. The Church Fathers

The testimony of Origen in the
second century was that miracles
had faded out. Tertullian declared
that the apostles had deposited the
truth in the Word and now the
Church receives it and hands it on.
The Montanists of the second and
third centuries hac. ‘prophets’ who
spoke 1in ecstasies. This was
condemned as pagan and the
Montanists were excommunicated.

John Chrysostom in the fifth
century argued frcm 1 Corinthians
13:8 that prophecy and tongues are
now redundant. Augustine stated
that tongues were a prophetic sign
of the end of the Old Covenant and
the dawn of the New.

Though there were reports of
ongoing miracles, connected with
the shrines of dead ‘saints’, from
the middle of the fourth century, the
more sober Fathers were sceptical
of them. Chrysostom warned his
flock: ‘Do not seek signs; seek the
health of your sou..’




The one great and growing
exception to the understanding that
apostolic authority had ceased was
the rise of the papacy; but this is
hardly a belief in the continuing
gifts as  Charismatics would
understand them!

2. The Modern Pentecostal
Movement

The first serious departure from the
Reformation understanding of the
cessation of the revelatory gifts
came in 1832 with the founding of
the Catholic Apostolic Church.
Interestingly, this was virtually the
same time as the Mormon Church
was being founded with its full
range of ‘Charismatic gifts’.

After this came Benjamin Irwin,
who developed a three-stage view
of the Christian life: conversion,
then ‘entire sanctification’, then the
‘baptism of spirit and fire’, this last
being accompanied by extreme
physical manifestations. One of his
disciples was Charles Fox Parham.
His background was the Holiness
Movement and an embracing of the
teaching that healing is contained in
the atonement. He further became
convinced by the early Restora-
tionists,  the ‘Latter  Rain’
movement. He began to teach that
tongues is the one distinctive sign of
the baptism in the Spirit, and that
this baptism would produce a

‘spiritual army’ leading to the last,
worldwide, revival.

In 1901 one of his Bible College
students, Agnes Osman, claimed
not only the gift of tongues but also
of spirit-writing. Parham launched a
crusade to spread this movement.
One of his disciples was William
Joseph Seymour who founded the
Apostolic Faith Mission at Asuza
Street in Los Angeles in 1906.
“Worship’ there consisted of hours
of swaying back and forth. Parham
visited and even he was horrified,
especially as known spiritists were
actively involved in the worship.

Many in Los Angeles ‘caught the
fire> and many churches became
Pentecostal. From this came the
founding of many Pentecostal
denominations in the USA, the UK
and elsewhere. The phenomena on
which these were based were
rejected by evangelical churches as
a delusion.

However, with the growth of the
Ecumenical Movement since World
War II, many ‘main-line’ churches-
those 1in theologically mixed
denominations- began to embrace
this teaching. This led in the 1960s
to the Charismatic Movement.

We must reject this as a work of
God. It has a faulty, many-stage
view of the working of the Holy
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Spirit within the Christian. It
encourages the by-passing of the
mind. It is riddled with false
prophecy. It has an extremely
dubious parentage. We are really
fighting again the battle against
Montanism; we must be as robust as
the Church was in the early
centuries of the Christian era.

What Difference Does It Make?
— Stuart Olyott

Galatians 5:1 tells us that Christ has
liberated us into a freedom which is
precious and is to be jealously
guarded. By believing the scriptural
view on the cessation of the
charismata we have three freedoms.

1. Freedom from tyranny. We are
free from a tyranny from outside —
free to own the Lord Jesus alone as
Lord of the conscience. We are not
dependent on man’s ‘words from
God’ to direct us in our daily life,
for we have ‘every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God’.
We are also free from a tyranny
from inside — from self-deception;
from a conscience itself deceived
by ‘words of knowledge’; from
having to find an ‘inner voice’ to
direct us in daily life.

2. Freedom to enjoy the Bible. We
are not built up in the faith by the
atmosphere of a meeting, but by

Christian understanding. We are not
Barthians — we bzlieve that God
speaks through all Scripture to all
his children. So we are free to open
God’s Word and meditate on it.

3. Freedom to be the sort of
Christians found in the Bible. We
are free to see the whole of the
Christian life as supernatural, as we
trust in a triune God whom we have
never seen, and stand for him all our
lives. This is the height of supernat-
ural grace. We are free to be weak,
for this is where God’s power is o
be found. We are free to be men
without feeling guilty that we are
not Superimen. We are free from
feeling that we should already have
arrived at a point vvhere we can say,
‘I'm there!” We ere free to be ill
without conscience telling us we
lack faith. We are free to die without
feeling this means we have
ultimately failed. Finally, we are
free not to be noticed by man — the
world crucified to us and we to the
world (Gal 6:14).

Tapes of the conference are
available, price £7.20 for the set of
four, from: Aigburth Recordings,
361 Aigburth Road, Aigburth,
Liverpool, L17 OBP.
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I intend to demonstrate that they are wrong. Yes, Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever. But that does not mean he is bound to do exactly
the same things in every generation. And particularly, there were certain gifts
that Jesus Christ gave to his Church at the beginning that he Jdoes not choose to
give to his Church today.

We have in the New Testament three lists of gifts given by Jesus Christ to the
Church. One list is found in Romans 12, another in 1 Corinthians 12 and a third
in Ephesians chapter 4. We shall begin at Ephesians 4:11: ‘It was he (the Lord
Jesus) who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare: God’s people for
works of service, so that the ody of Christ might be built up.’

Here we read that Jesus Christ gave apostles to the Churcl. That is the very
first gift that Paul mentions in this list. It is also top of the list in 1 Corinthians
12:28. So the question is: ‘Does God give apostles to the Church today?’

Well, before we answer that question, we first have to decide what we mean by
apostles.

Who were the apostles?

In Luke 6:12, we read this: ‘One of those days, Jesus went out to a mountain-
side to pray, and spent the night praying to God. When ‘morning came, he
called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he designated
apostles.” And then Luke goes on to name the twelve.

Now notice, there were many people who followed Jesus, people who could be
called disciples. ‘Jesus called his disciples to him.” But then, we read, Jesus
chose just twelve of them — and he designated them apostles. The word apostle
simply means messenger, delegate — and sometimes it is used in that wider
sense in the New Testament. But here we have twelve men who in a special
way are marked out as the messengers, the delegates of Jesus Christ. They are
given the office, the title of apostle. These twelve are singled out from all the
other disciples to be his official delegates.

So the question is this. Does God give to his Church today people like these
twelve — people who have the same position, the same authority as Simon Peter

and Andrew and the rest of the twelve?
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he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared
to Peter and then to the Twelve. After that he appeared to more than five
hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,
and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. For I am the
least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle because 1
persecuted the church of God’ (1 Cor 15:3ff). The key words here are the
words ‘last of all’. Paul declares that he was the very last witness to the resur-
rection. All the other apostles saw Jesus during the fortv days before he
ascended into heaven, but Paul saw the risen Lord Jesus after the ascension. He
was the apostle abnormally born. He was an anomaly. He was called to be an
apostle when it seemed the time for calling apostles was over. As far as we
know, he had no dealings with the Lord Jesus during his earthly ministry. And
yet Jesus Christ appeared to him personally on the road to Damascus, called
him personally, commissioned him as the last apostle.

Paul is clear. He is the very last man to whom the risen Lord Jesus will appear
in this age. He is the very last man who is qualified to be an apostle: a witness
to the resurrection.

Peter wrote to the Christians of Asia Minor, “You have not seen him (the Lord
Jesus) yet you love him’ (1 Pet 1:8). Peter takes it for granted that not one of
those Christians will have seen the Lord Jesus. The risen Lord Jesus does not
appear to us visibly now. No one living today can say, ‘I have witnessed the
resurrection.” That is why there can never be another apostle. Nobody can say
what Paul says at the beginning of Galatians: ‘Paul an apostle — sent not from
man nor by man, but by Jesus Christ.” Paul was the last man to receive that
personal commission from the risen Lord Jesus. Just like tte original twelve,
just like Matthias, Paul had met with the risen Lord Jesus and been chosen
directly by him.

So, one point is established. There is one gift, at least, that tt.e Lord Jesus gave
to the first-century Church that he does not give today. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever. Yet he does not give ns apostles like Peter or
Andrew or Paul today.

That is the bottom line of what is labelled the cessaticomist position. By
definition, anyone who accepts our argument so far is a cessationist! We have
agreed that there was one gift at least that was needed at the beginning of the
Church that is no longer needed today. The writers quoted at the head of this
article say, ‘All the gifts are for today.” But that is obviously not true of the gift
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of apostleship. One gift at least has ceased. So there can be no objection in
principle to the idea that other gifts too may have passed away.

The role of the apostles

Why did the Church of the first century need apostles — and we do not? Why
did Jesus Christ give apostles to the Church then, but not now?

In Ephesians chapter 2 Paul addresses Gentile Christians. In the past, these
people were ‘excluded from citizenship in Israel’ (v 12). They had no place
among God’s people. But now, Paul writes, ‘In Christ Jesus you who once
were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. For he
himself is our peace, who has made the two one’ (vs 13-14). ‘He came and
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near’
(v 17). Jew and Gentile have been brought together in the fellowship of the
Church. Paul continues, ‘You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow-
citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the
Sfoundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief
cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become
a holy temple in the Lord’ (vs 19-20). Paul pictures the Church rising up like a
wonderful temple. It is made up of living stones: Jews and Gentiles who have
been joined together in unity. And the building is founded on the apostles and
prophets. They are there to be the foundation of this worldwide Church. And
the chief foundation stone, the cornerstone, is Jesus Christ himself. The
apostles and prophets are joined to him.

This is the reason why Jesus Christ gave apostles to the first-century Church.
They were intended to be the once-for-all foundation of the Church, making it
possible for the one Church, made up of Jews and Gentiles, to be built. We
have no need for apostles today; the foundation has been laid. Our task is not
to find new apostles. It is to build upon the foundation of those once-for-all
apostles.

A further question arises. How did the apostles act as a foundation for the
Church? What was the once-for-all work they did which made them the
foundation?

There are three aspects to the foundational work of the apostles.

Firstly, they acted as a foundation by being witnesses to the resurrection. If
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they had not seen the risen Lord Jesus Christ and preached what they saw,
there would be no Church. The whole building of the Church rests upon the
foundation of their preaching.

The second aspect is discussed in Ephesians chapters 2 and 3. Having argued
that the apostles are the foundation of the worldwide Church, Paul continues,
‘Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given
to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reacling this then, you
will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not
made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the
Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets’ (3: 2-5). Paul speaks of the special
grace he has received from God, and then he explains what this special grace
is: ‘the mystery made known to me by revelation’. God had revealed to Paul a
mystery. Paul was allowed to understand a truth which previously no-one
could understand. The nature of that mystery is indicated in verse 4: it is ‘the
mystery of Christ (Messiah) which was not made knowr. to men in other
generations’. There was much about the coming Messiah which people in OT
times could not understand. They knew he was coming, but they did not
understand clearly how he would save men and women or how he would
restore the people of God as a worldwide Church. But now, Paul declares, that
mystery has been revealed by the Spirit — to himself specifically, but more
generally to ‘God’s holy apostles and prophets’. To them was revealed the
mystery ‘that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel,
members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ
Jesus’ (3:6).

This then is the second aspect of the apostles’ foundational role. They were the
people who first understood the mystery of Christ. God revealed to them the
great truths about Jesus Christ, his person, his work. They were not only
witnesses to the historical facts concerning Christ. They were also given the
work of unfolding the great truths about Jesus Christ: his humanity, his deity,
his incarnation, his obedience, his atoning death, his triumphant resurrection,
his intercession, his final triumph. Once and for all, they opeaed up those truths
— and it is on those truths that the Church is founded and built.

Above all, they opened up the truth that Jesus Christ is a Saviour for Jews and
Gentiles alike, that both can share equally in the promise of salvation through
Jesus Christ. That insight was resisted fanatically by Judaisers who insisted
that, in order to be saved, Gentiles must first take on Jewish identity by being
circumcised. Even after the Council of Jerusalem Paul had to battle to maintain
the principle. If Paul and the other apostles had not seen and maintained that
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truth in the face of all opposition, the Church could never have been built. The
Church is founded on that great truth which was revealed once for all to the
apostles.

The third element in the apostles’ foundational role is the authority they
exercised in the writing of Scripture. The apostles are the foundation of the
Church because they are the men who were given authority to record in
Scripture their witness to the historical facts concerning Christ, and their
inspired insights into the mystery of Christ.

The books of the New Testament were all either written by apostles or by
people under the direct supervision of the apostles. Even a cursory reading of
the New Testament will show that the apostles knew they were writing Holy
Scripture. They claimed the full authority of Jesus Christ. They knew that what
they were writing was binding on all Christians for all time. The apostles had
a unique authority — they could write infallible Scripture.

So in these three ways, the role of the apostles was a once-for-all-time role.
They were chosen to be the foundation. The work they did was work that was
done once. It never can be repeated. It never needs to be repeated.

The gift of prophecy

We now need to consider the gift of prophecy. If we have grasped the role of
the apostles, the significance of the prophets becomes very clear. Three times
in the verses quoted from Ephesians chapters 2-3, Paul couples together the
apostles and the prophets. In chapter 2 verse 20, we are told that the prophets
belong with the apostles as the foundation of the Church. In chapter 3 verse 5,
we’re told that the mystery of Christ has now been revealed by the Spirit to
God’s holy apostles and prophets. The prophets shared the once-for-all task of
unfolding the great foundation truths.

We should not expect to have prophets today any more than we expect to have
apostles. They were part of the foundation. To them, along with the apostles,
the ‘mystery of Christ’ was revealed. They did not have the authority that the
apostles had to write infallible Scripture, but they did share the apostles” work
of unfolding the great gospel doctrines on which the Church was to be built.

The book of Revelation is the foremost example of this. The book was written
by John the apostle. But a number of passages refer to a group of prophets who
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Paul says exactly the same thing (1 Cor 14:5): ‘He who prophesies is greater
than the one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets.’ Paul’s point is clear.
Once tongues are interpreted they are exactly on a par with prophecy.

According to Joel’s prophecy, the New Testament age would be marked by a
great outpouring of prophetic gifts. The gift of tongues was one aspect of that
outpouring. If the gift of prophecy passes away, then tongues pass away too.

The purpose of tongues

Why did Jesus Christ give this strange gift to his Church in the first century?
The gift must be viewed in its context.

All through Old Testament times, the Jewish nation was God’s chosen special
people. The Word of God was given to that nation alone. It was given in
Hebrew, the language of the Jewish people. That was one mark of their special
standing before God. Yet on the day of Pentecost, God began to give his Word
not in Hebrew but in all the languages of the Gentile nations! Joel’s words
were being fulfilled. It is difficult to imagine the shock-wave for orthodox
Jewish people. The long-awaited New Age had dawned — but in this New Age,
God was speaking through his prophets, not in the language of Israel but in the
languages of the Gentiles. It was the clearest possible sign that Israel was no
longer going to have the same special privileges. In this New Age God’s
people were going to be drawn from all nations.

That was the purpose of the gift of tongues. It was a sign that the old age was
ending. A New Age was dawning: the age in which God’s people would be
drawn from all nations.

Thus, in one sense, the gift of tongues was a sign of blessing. It was the proof
that the gospel really was for all nations. But the gift of tongues was also a
warning. When Jewish people heard these believers speaking in these Gentile
languages, they should have taken it as a warning. They had rejected their
Messiah. Soon the vineyard would be taken from them and given to others.

Jesus had warned that within a generation the city of Jerusalem would be
destroyed by the Gentiles and Israel would be scattered. In 70 AD, just forty
years later, everything he predicted came to pass. Judgment fell on Israel and
the times of the Gentiles began.
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All through those forty years, God was warning Israel. Hvery time that a
Christian believer spoke in tongues, it was one more remincler that Israel was
close to judgment.

That is the way Paul explains the gift of tongues in 1 Corinthians 14:21-24. ‘In
the Law it is written: “Through men of strange tongues and through the lips of
foreigners, I will speak to this people, but even then they will not listen to me,
says the Lord.” The quotation is taken from Isaiah 28:11-12. Isaiah warned
the people of Israel: since they refused to hear God’s Word when it was spoken
plainly, now God would speak to them through ‘men of strange tongues and
through the lips of foreigners’. “This people’ (1 Cor 14:20) is clearly ‘the
people of Israel’. When God starts speaking in foreign languages, it is a sign
that Israel is under judgment.

Tragically, Isaiah warned that even when God does speak in this way, Israel
will not listen. Paul qu s him to that effect (14:21): ‘But even then they will
not listen to me, says the Lord.” Verse 22: “Tongues are a sign not for believers
but for unbelievers.” Tongues are a sign to unbelieving Jewish people that they
are under judgment. But when they hear these messages in tongues, they will
not repent (14:23); instead they will say that the tongue-speakers are out of
their minds — just as they did on the day of Pentecost.

So the gift of tongues — this special form of prophecy - had a very definite role
to play at one point in history. It could take many forms. When translated, it
could be used to edify believers. Just like prophecy in the OT, it could take the
form of prayer or praise — maybe even of a hymn. But if we ask why the gift
was given in the first place, the answer is: to be a warning to unbelieving Israel
that judgment was at hand. The old age was passing away and the New Age
had dawned. Just like apostleship and prophecy, the gift of tongues was foun-
dational. It marked the fact that as a nation, Israel was being put aside. It was a
living expression of the ‘mystery of Christ’ — the revelation that the NT Church
was to be made up of Jewish and Gentile believers without clistinction.

We no longer need the gift of tongues. Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD.
God’s warnings to Israel were over. Judgment had arrived.

Healings, signs and wonders
Our primary concern in this address has been revelation gifts. However, we
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should consider finally the gift of healing and other gifts of power which Paul
speaks about (1 Cor 12:10).

I would urge you to read through Acts and to ask yourself a simple question:
‘Who in the first-century Church did miracles?’ I think you will realise
immediately that it was only a very small number of people who did miracles.
Those people were all apostles or people directly linked with the apostles:
people like Stephen and Philip on whom the apostles laid hands. Luke very
carefully points out that there were some things that were true of all believers;
there were other things that were true only of the apostles. Acts chapter 2 verse
43: ‘Everyone was filled with awe — and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles.” Acts 5:12: ‘Great fear seized the whole church and
all who heard about these events. The apostles performed many miraculous
signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers used to meet
together.” That is the pattern you find throughout the book of Acts.

Paul (2 Cor 12:12) speaks of the ‘signs of an apostle’ or as the NIV puts it, ‘the
things that mark an apostle’. Referring to his own ministry, he says, ‘The
things that mark an apostle — signs, wonders and miracles — were done among
you with great perseverance.” Some people had denied that Paul was a true
apostle. Paul in reply appealed to his miracles as signs of his apostolic
authority. The gift of working miracles was not given to everybody. It was
given to mark out the apostles.

This should be seen in a wider context. There were two great phases in the
giving of the Old Testament. We speak of the Law and the Prophets. Moses
was the one through whom the Law was given. For forty years he was given
wonderful miraculous power. Moses had a successor — Joshua — and he too
performed miracles. But then many hundreds of years passed before there was
another outpouring of miraculous gifts. That was in the time of Elijah, the first
of the great OT prophets. Like Moses, Elijah was given the gift of working
miracles. He too had a successor, Elisha, who shared in that outpouring. After
Elisha there were again hundreds of years during which God withheld such
gifts. That was the situation right down to the time of the coming of the New
Testament revelation. Even John the Baptist did no miracle.

But then Jesus came, bringing the New Covenant message of salvation, and
exercising unparallelled miraculous power. As Moses was followed by Joshua,
as Elijah was followed by Elisha, the Lord Jesus was followed by the apostles.
They shared in the great outpouring of miraculous power which marked his
ministry. The pattern is clear.
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We see that at each of the key stages in the giving of revelation, God marked
out his messengers by miraculous gifts. The writer to the Hebrews (2:3-4) tells
us that the purpose of signs, wonders and various miracles was to confirm the
message of the apostles — those who were taught by Jesus personally and
became the first preachers of salvation. ‘This salvation, which was first
announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him, God also
bearing witness with signs, wonders and various miracles...’

We are not saying of course that miracles cannot happen today. All through
history, God has done wonderful, supernatural things. But we are saying that
God does not give the gift - the charisma — of working miracles to any man
today. The gift of miracle-working was given to be the sign of an apostle. And
we have seen that there are no apostles today.

Something better

I am aware that this paper may seem to be very negative in its argument. All [
have attempted is to show that certain gifts are not for todav. So let me come
back finally to the central point. The reason we do not need these gifts today is
because we have something better. The apostles and the prophets have finished
their work. They were chosen by Jesus Christ himself. They were marked out
by miraculous gifts. They were inspired by the Holy Spirit to record in
Scripture their infallible understanding of the mystery of Christ. And we have
the whole Scripture in our hands to tell us of Jesus Christ. The whole mystery
of Christ has been unfolded for us. We can go to this book and find Jesus Christ
in all the dimensions of his glory. We have the full picture.

And we have the Holy Spirit to bring the message of Christ home to our hearts.
‘He will testify of me,” said Jesus.

I would not go back to the days of the apostles if I could. What I need is not
new revelations. What I need is the drawing near of the Holy Spirit to make the
once-for-all revelation of Christ plain in my heart. That is our great need in
these days.

Footnotes

1 S Storms: ‘A Third Wave View’ in W 2 D Bridge & D Phypers, Spiritual Gifts and
Grudem ed. Are miraculous gifts for today? the Church, IVP, 1973, p 27.
Four views, IVP, 1996, p 175. 3 M Green, [ Believe in the Holy Spirit,

Hodder & Stoughton. 1975, pp 197-8.
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Future Prime Ministers George
Canning and William Gladstone,
Zachary Macaulay, Charles Lamb,
William  Hazlitt, Thomas De
Quincey, Willlam Wordsworth and
Sir Walter Scott. Heady cor any for
aman in his thirties!

But fame did not begin the ruin of
Edward Irving; speculation did. Like
more than one gifted speaker before
and since, he let prophecy command
too much of his time and attention.
Worse, he took his views as much
from conversation with Coleridge as
from the Scriptures. ‘Moved by his
vigorous imagination he could
immediately fix upon the meaning of
‘the  beasts’, ‘the heads’ or
‘the horns in Daniel’... His views
were clothed in the ornate splendour
of his lofty language’ (p 59). Such
things became the staple diet of his
ministry and Dallimore, who is the
friendliest of critics, reminds us that
Irving rescued from obscurity the
subject of the return of Christ for
many of his generation.

Perhaps so, but the admitted extremes
to which he went and the one-sided
emphasis which he fanned with a
luxuriant imagination lost him more
and more of the educated members of
his congregation. The crowds
remained, but their composition
changed. Uncritical hearers began to
fill the places left vacant by those who
listened more acutely. Under the
leadership of Irving, himself inspired
by a Scots teenager named Mary

22

Campbell, this sincere but relatively
naive congregation was about to hear
of the restoration of the conditions of
the first-century ‘apostolic’ church.

Mary Campbell wias a pious young
lady, sv*‘ering an extended illness,
who came to believe that she would
be healed and go forth as a
missionary. In 183, she received a
‘gift’” of tongues which she took to be
the language of the Pelew Islanders in
the South Seas. Friends of hers also
experienced the gift along with ‘inter-
pretation’ and the gift of prophecy.
Before long news spread to London
and Edward Irving joined in the
chorus of those who thought the days
of the apostles had returned. ‘Several
people [in the autumn and winter of
1830-1831] opened their homes for
prayer with the definite purpose of
claiming the promise ‘I will pour out
my Spirit on all flesh’... In the spring,
the answer came! First one and then
another woman in the congregation
spoke in tongues -- The delight of
many knew no bounds’ (p 112).
Many of them also joined in speaking
in tongues. Before long a group of
six, mostly well-to-do and educated,
became an inner circle around Irving,
a charmed circle of ‘prophets’.
Meanwhile Irving himself had
received nothing miraculous. He
assumed he would participate and
anticipated what it would be like, but
all the gifts passed him by. They
multiplied in the church to the
point eventually of utter disorder,
but Irving tenaciously supported







wishes. He willingly became, in fact,
their pawn. At the same time he was
too wise a man not to see that many
prophecies failed and much of the
utterance bore no certain meaning.
How could this be? Irving concluded
that Satan had a hand in some
prophecies while God was the author
of others. But even here he was not
allowed to rest, for he recognised that
many of the prophetic utterances had
elements both of truth and falsity.
Reluctantly but inescapably, given
his convictions, he had to credit some
parts of individual utterances to God
and some parts to Satan. The burden
this would place upon a man of
Irving’s intellectual and moral gifts is
better imagined than analysed. This
was more than many of his own
closest friends could accommodate,
but he pressed forward in his
conviction that God was restoring the
early Church. So deep was the
restoration-ist vision, that he could
not turn back.

His death came in pursuing this
vision. One of the Prophets
announced that God was sending
Irving to Glasgow to do a great work
there. Already weary in body, but still
buoyant in spirit, Irving set out in
September 1834 to obey the voice of
God. He travelled slowly toward his
destination, hoping for some rest
from his weariness by relaxing travel
through England and Wales. He
reached Glasgow in late November,
feeble in strength and dogged by
fever. On two Sundays he preached

sitting in a chair. It was too much, his
health was gone. The man judged
both good and greal by the best of his
contemporaries died in early
December, 1834. When Robert
Murray M’Cheyne. learned of his
death he wrote in his diary: ‘I look
back upon him with awe, as on the
saints and martyrs of old. A holy man,
in spite of all his de_usions and errors.
He is now with his God and Saviour,
whom he wronged so much, yet, I
am persuaded, loved so sincerely’
(p 179).

Dallimore closes with an evaluation
of Irving’s position on these contro-
versial matters. He is gentle with the
man but bold to show the shortcom-
ings of his doctrine. An interesting
thing happens at the end: Dallimore
raises the question as to how Irving,
given the excesses of his ministry,
could be thought tc be a Christian at
all. T will let the reader search out
Dallimore’s answer and suggest one
of my own. In 1 Corinthians 3:10-15
stands a building with wood, hay and
stubble that will be burned up. The
passage is often taken of all the works
of all Christians to bolster the so-
called ‘Carnal Christian’ doctrine.
But there is a better choice. Paul
speaks as a minister of Jesus Christ to
other ministers and teachers who seek
to build up the body of Christ. His
warning amounts to this: In his zeal to
do good, the minister of Christ may
use false teaching or false methods to
add followers to the visible Church. If
so0, he will survive and they will not.
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took twenty years and many visits to
England before volume one was
published and another ten years
before the second volume appeared.
When he came to England he stayed
with us and also with Stanley and
Marian Hogwood. T will never forget
his industry. Short in stature but
mighty in energy and stamina he
would relentlessly track needed
details for his work. He ate, slept,
talked and re-enacted the life and
times of Whitefield, the Wesleys and
their contemporaries and always in a
way reminiscent of the revival
atmosphere of those times. He com-
municated a ‘feeling’ of confidence in
the extraordinary power of the gospel
to change lives which is sensed in
some countries today but is notably
absent in most Western nations at this
time.

Dr Dallimore’s literary work included
fine biographies of Charles Wesley,
Susanna Wesley, Edward Irving, CH
Spurgeon, and a contemporary of his,
Jack Scott. He wished to write a
biography of T T Shields (his tutor
and principal when he was a student
at the Toronto Bible College) but he
felt that to be too controversial and
kept postponing the project. Like
many leaders T T Shields was a
strange mixture. It is still too near his
time to go into detail about his
aggressive  fundamentalist  style

although Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones was
courageous in daring to address the
problem with some effect.

Armold felt passionately indignant
about the way in v/hich John Wesley
virtually ‘took over’ much of George
Whitefield’s pionezring work. But he
learned to temper his feelings of
injustice and was resigned to the fact
that there can be no corrective now. It
was his ability really and closely to
get beside his subjects that made
Arnold an excellerit biographer. Tom
Wells observes this in his article and
notes that readers of Dallimore’s
most readable Lie of Irving soon
sense the brotherly love of the author
toward his wayward subject, almost
as if he would have drawn him back
successfully had hz been there at the
time.

Arnold was essentially a family man
and, with his large family, supported
the annual Canadian Carey Family
Conference organised by Reformed
Baptist leader Bill Payne.

We give glory to cur Triune God for
raising up Dr Dallimore and
equipping him with the gifts and
perseverance to znrich the wider
Church with his books. We remember
with sympathy Mrs. May Dallimore in
her loss.
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