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transforms individuals and (throu them) can change society too. That is
excellent news for lost individuals and for a seriously disordered society like
ours. AD is intended to educate and remind Christians of their history, and to
cause non-Christians to pause, tt  k and turn to God.

With all of the above in mind, each member of our congregation has been
given a copy of AD and invited to read it and to pray about it. We do not intend
to distribute AD indiscriminately and anonymously through letterboxes. We do
wish to give copies to people we kr  v. Therefore each member has been asked
to consider the potential benefit of distributing AD, and to pray about which of
our neighbours, friends, work cc ;ues and relatives might receive a copy at
the end of 1999. Could we send one, with or without the traditional Christmas
card, to every unsaved relative? Could copies be given to acquaintances such
as the milkman or the Avon lady? If we each use some imaginatior, and take a
real responsibility before God for using these booklets, then we hope that
much seed may be sown, and some valuable contacts made, for follow-up in
the new year.

AD should be a good resource for our church-based activities. We have the
opportunity to conduct services regularly in a hospital and in several
residential homes for the eld y, where AD might be mentioned and handed
out. We have various weekly mee .gs for children and young people. We
hope to offer copies of AD to the many unconverted parents whose children
attend these activities. In addition, Day One has produced three separate
workbooks, based on AD, for the 7-8, 9-10, and 11-13 age groups, which could
be used in the autumn term teaching programmes of our activities for children.
These workbooks were written spec  cally for use in schools, and we hope that
some local schools might be per  aded to use them. Perhaps we could offer to
sponsor some copies for interested schools to use. As a church, we could
consider sending a copy of AD to every borough councillor, and to leading
local business people and commu  y leaders. Copies could (with permission)
be placed in the waiting rooms of doctors and dentists. The list of ideas is
growing. And that is the beauty of AD. It is a flexible friend (for evangelism).
All can be (must be) involved, in prayer, and in distribution to the people we
know. We think that many members will be able to give away 50 copies, and
some will double that. Again, as a church-based project, we can take advantage
of Day One’s generous discount fo:  ulk purchase, thereby further helping our
members to participate without any concerns as to cost.

Is AD a panacea? No, but under God’s hand we think it could do much to edify
the saints and challenge the lost. There remains much work to be done to make
the project ‘happen’ and prayer is fundamental to its success.
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2. Jesus was born of a virgin

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary.
The facts of his birth are described in the Gospels, Matthew 1 and Luke 2.
The virgin birth of Jesus shows us that his coming was not by human
Initiative. Mary was informed, not consulted. She was entirely passive.
When the time was ripe God sent his Son. The virgin birth conveys the fact
that Jesus is untouched by that original sin which pervades the whole
human race. Jesus is sinless. He was born with a human disposition entirely
obedient and loving toward his Father. Jesus was completely and perfectly
human yet did not in his human nature share our fallenness or any taint of
our sinfulness and corruption. His birth by God the Holy Spirit, through a
virgin, is unique. He did not in any way inherit our sinful propensities to
hate God and each other.

3.  Jesus lived a sinless life

To live a sinless life is unique. But how do we know that Jesus
lived for thirty-three years without any sin? In God’s Word we read:
And in him is no sin.* This was the affirmation of John, one of his closest
disciples. He, like Jesus’ family and the other disciples, had
ample opportunity to observe him. They agreed that he was holy,
blameless and pure. These disciples would not have laid their lives on
the line for Jesus if his claims were not matched by what they saw and
heard.

It is easy to spot the faults and sins of famous leaders. Often their sins are
so glaring that it is embarrassing. The true character of any person is laid
bare under intense pressure. The apostle Peter described the way Jesus
behaved under the most extreme suffering:

‘He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth. When
they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats.”

There is no parallel to this. The sinlessness of Jesus is unique.




4.  Jesus made unique ‘[ Al 1ims

One day when the Pharisees opposed Jesus strongly and boasted of the fact
that they were the children of Abraham he said to them, ‘Before Abraham
was born, I AM!’¢That is the same as saying, ‘I always have been. I am
eternal.” We should note too that the expression I AM is the same as the
meaning of the Jewish name for God, Jahweh (Jehovah). It was the same
Jesus who confronted Moses in the burning bush and commanded that he
go and tell Pharaoh: I AM says, ‘Let my people go!” Jesus’ words to the
Pharisees, ‘Before Abraham was born, I AM!” reveal to us that he is God.

In another place he said, ‘I am the resurrection and the life.”” That is the
same as saying that he can resurrect us out of our graves. That is unique.
Only God has such limitless power.

When atrested and brought before the ruling body the high priest said to
him, ‘I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if vou are the
Christ , the Son of God.” To this Jesus replied, ‘Yes, itis as you say. ...In the
future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty
One and coming on the clouds of heaven.”® This was a quotation from
Daniel the prophet, the expression ‘Son of Man’ meaning the Messiah. The
ruling council understood perfectly this claim, and in their hatred began to
abuse Jesus physically.

We know that people who are  entally ill can imagine that they are God.
But Jesus was not mentally ill as the following observation will show.

5. Jesus supported his clai s with miracles

Just a few days before his arrest Jesus had raised a man named Lazarus to
life. He had been buried for fc  days. There were many witnesses to this
miracle. Jesus’ enemies could not  2ny the facts. It was an event which, if
it took place today, would be covered in detail by the mass media. Those
opposed to Jesus could not deny this miracle any more than they could
deny his other superlative acts of power. What he did only macle them fear
that he might use his influence by these supernatural acts to replace them
and take leadership of the natic . The miracles performed by Jesus were in

8




a league of their own. They were unique. Where in the pages of history do
you find a man multiplying a few loaves and fish to feed five thousand?

When John the Baptist sent messengers to ask, ‘Are you the one who was
to come?’ Jesus replied, ‘Go back and report to John what you have seen
and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy
are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached
to the poor.””

6. Jesus made a sacrifice of himself that ended all sacrifices

In the sacrifices made by the Jews according to the commands of God we
see man’s greatest and deepest spiritual need met. What can a man do if he
has sinned against God? It is impossible to repay. The sentence is, “The
wicked man will die for his sin!’** Atonement is the only solution. This was
provided for by way of sacrifice which symbolised very graphically that
God himself would provide a sacrifice for man’s need. To be sure there
were different kinds of offerings or sacrifices but the central kind was of an
animal, often a perfect lamb.

First there was the presentation of the lamb on the altar. Second there was
the laying on of the hands of the offerer to signify the transposition of his
guilt. Third there was the killing of the lamb by shedding its blood. Fourth
there was the burning up of the whole of the lamb by fire.

John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and proclaimed, ‘Look, the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world!"" Jesus affirmed, ‘The Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many, ” and the writer of the letter to the Hebrews states that by Jesus’
sacrifice of himself on the cross he has made an effective sacrifice which
guarantees the salvation of all his people to the end of time.

Within a few years of Jesus’ ascension, Jerusalem and its Temple
(according to the details he predicted)” were destroyed by Roman armies.
The elaborate system of daily, weekly and monthly sacrifices was brought
to an end and has never been restored.




Jesus offered up himself and brov at an end to all the Jewish sacrifices.
This achievement is unique. The apostle aul explains it like this, ‘Live a
life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God.”"

7.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit

Before leaving this world Jesus had promised his disciples that they would
not be left like orphans to fend for themselves. The third person of the
Trinity would come and live in them forever. He would come to assure
them, teach them and guide them.

Jesus was crucified on the Jewish day of Passover which was the first day
in the annual celebration known as the feast of weeks. Three days later
Jesus rose from the dead and on day forty he ascended into heaven. Ten
days later, on the last day of the feast of weeks, called Pentecost, he sent the
Holy Spirit who was seen as ngues of fire. The Holy Spirit came as a
mighty rushing wind. He gave the gift of languages to the disciples.

Facts about the most im) rtar fifty days of human hi ry

1. God pre-planned (predestined) the fifty day time grid in the Jewish
calendar.

2. The Passover evening was 2 time when the lambs were slain. That
was the time when our Lord instituted the Last Supper which we
know as the communion of bread and wine.

3. The next day, Day 1, he beca  our Passover lamb as Paul says, ‘For
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed” (1 Cor 5:7). Jesus’
crucifixion, words and expiry are described in Matthew 27, Mark 15,
Luke 23 and John 19.

4. Three days later he rose fr 1 the dead. This testimony is described by
Matthew (28:1-20), Ma 16:1-8), Luke (24:1-53) and John
(20-21:25). The evidence ¢ | significance of the resurrection is
explained by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15.

5. Day 40. The ascension « :sus 1s described by Luke in the first
chapter of Acts.

6. Day 50. Acts chapter two describes the Day of Pentecost.
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The apostle Peter explained the nature of this extraordinary event: ‘Exalted
to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. For David did
not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my
right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.” Therefore
let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”"

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit. Only God can send God. Jesus is unique.

8.  Jesus has kept his promise to build his church

On one occasion Jesus declared ,‘I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it.’'® “The gates of hell” is a phrase describing
opposition. In ancient times if an army attacked a city the defenders would
hurl missiles on that army and beat them off by giving them a hellish time.

The church of Jesus is the people who trust in him and seek to obey his
teaching. His church is not just one more good institution along with
benevolent clubs and friendly societies or organisations set up for the relief
of the poor or the sick. The church like its builder is unique. It is recognised
by its worship of the Trinity, by faithful biblical preaching, by holy living
combined with love and compassion. In true churches you will find some
weak, some handicapped, some broken-hearted and some reclaimed from
a life of despair. She is called the Body of Christ. She is created by God the
Holy Spirit and she confesses spiritual union with her head. She entertains
the hope of the new heavens and new earth in which righteousness will
reign. No other body is like that.

The cynic has much to criticise. There are instances of division as the hymn
writer puts it, ‘by schisms rent asunder’. The charge that there are
hypocrites will not be too hard to substantiate. Examples can be found of
Judas Iscariot all over again. There are examples of the most appalling
moral lapses. There is the scandal of the tele-evangelists who we now
know were in it for money. There is the shame of church leaders who are
mealy-mouthed and hopelessly compromised. When the Church of
England bishops met for the great Lambeth Conference it was African
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bishops who stood up for basic morality. There is the constant embarrass-
ment of leaders who are neck-high in compromising what the Bible says.
Then there are scenarios of the superficial, shallow and silly. A recent
example is the claim by some to have had their amalgam tooth fillings
turned to gold. One girl questioned on a TV programme confessed that she
had been to the dentist and he reported that the fillings were rot gold. To

the question, ‘So what do you | to say about that now?” she replied that
it had been a good experience vay! The media hardly lacks scope for
ridicule.

Where the gospel message has been abandoned or watered down, church
congregations shrink and their buildings eventually become offices, flats or
warehouses. In view of all this, is not the church of Christ dead? No! Christ
is alive. He is building his church in the face of difficulty.

Has Jesus kept that promise to build his church? This twentieth century has
seen a massive advance of Chi ’s church in many countries. For instance
it was estimated that in 1900 there were only 200,000 Bible-believing
Christians in Latin America. Today the number is about 46 million."” In
China in 1900 the Christian church was struggling to exist. Opposition by
the Communist regime is extreme 0t has not been able to stop the growth
of the church estimated betwe 50 and 75 million."

The world-wide church conti  2s to grow in the most hostile places. In
Siberia as in other parts of Russiz 1e economic situation is chaotic yet the
church continues to grow. In £ .an persecution is extreme. Churches have
been burned down and believers have been crucified. Christians have been
captured, abused and sold into slavery.” A determined effort is made to
exterminate the church in Sudan but still it grows as it does in Ethiopia
where membership has increase from a few hundred in 1937 to about 3
million today.®

The church is growing in the jungles of Papua New Guinea and in the
slums of Karachi, Pakistan. From Pakistan comes an appeal for help, “They
bulldoze our buildings, they beat us, they rape our daughters, they throw us
into prison on false charges, they try to make our children Muslims.”

Paul Marshall in his book The Blood Cries Out* documents today’s anti-
Christian persecutions. In more an 60 countries world-wide Christians
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are harassed, abused, arrested, tortured and executed. It is said that the
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. That certainly is the story of
the 20th century church.

9.  Jesus is the creator of the world

Introducing his Gospel John wrote, ‘He was in the world, and though the
world was made through him, the world did not recognise him.”” Paul
describes Jesus as the creator of everything: ‘things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers, rulers or authorities; all
things were created by him and for him’.* The writer of the letter to the
Hebrews spells it out like this: ‘In these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the
universe.’?

Everything tangible and non-tangible, spiritual and material, angelic and
human: everything owes its existence to the Son. This world and solar
system with its planets and moons were created. They did not happen by
chance. The amazing complexity of creation spells out design. He made it.
As creator Jesus is unique.

10. Jesus is the judge of all mankind

The end of the world is described as coming like a flash of lightning from
one end of the sky to the other. Every life will be examined before a great
white throne. Every conscience will be searched. The records will be
opened. Every person will be judged according to the records.*® And who is
the judge? It is the same Jesus who bears the messianic title, Son of Man.
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and
the goats on his left.””

This is unique. We have tribunals and judges but no one who is qualified to
judge the thoughts and motives of all men and women. Who apart from the
God-man will justly and infallibly separate the righteous from the wicked?
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Conclusion

I have described ten ways in which Jesus is unique. This uniqueness
explains why the apostles asserte  ‘Salvation is found in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be
saved.’*

We must be saved. What does that mean? In personal terms  is means we
must be saved from the hell which is promised to all who do not repent and
believe. It means that we must 2 saved from a life in which we are held
captive by sinful practices. It means that it we repent and trust in Christ we
will inherit the new world.

Salvation always means salvati  from the penalty of sin and the power of
sin. But it means more than that. Salvation must include resurrection of the
body. Can you really anticipate your body being raised in such a way that
it will be rid of all the imperfections that it has carried in this life? Will your
body be glorious, powerful and imperishable?

Jesus said, ‘I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For
as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in
himself And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of
Man. Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all those who are
in their graves will hear his voice and come out - those who have done good
will rise to live, and those who ve done evil will rise to be condemned.’”

I Jesus is his earthly name. Christ is the 17 Operation World, Patrick Johnston, OM

Greek for Messiah which means ‘anointed Publishing, 1993, p65
one’. 18 Ibid, p 164
2 Isa7:14 19 Ibid, p 511
3 Isa9:6 20 Ibid, p 213 ff
4 1John3:5 21 And the Gates of Hell, An appeal by
5 1 Peter 2:23 The Barnabas Fund, Pewsey, Wiltshire
6 John 8:58 SN9 557, UK
7 John 11:25 22 Their Blood Cries Out, Paul Marshall,
8 Matt 26:63,64 Word Publishing, Dallas, Texas, USA,
9 Luke 7:22 1997
10 Ez 33:8 23 John 1:10
11 John 1:29 24 Col 1:16
12 Matt 20:28 25 Heb 1:2
13 Matt 24:1-35, Luke 21:5-32 26 Rev 20:11-15
14 Eph 5:2 27 Matt 25:31
15 Acts 2:33-36 28 Acts 4:12
16 Matt 16:18 (KIV) 29 John 5:25-29
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hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. Hold
them in the highest regard in love because of their work.” Leon Mortis in his
commentary on these verses poi  out that the verb translated ‘hold them in
the highest regard’, is a very strong one. It has meaning, according to Dr
Morris, ‘beyond exceeding abundantly’. Morris suggests, ‘The whole sentence
then is a strong plea for the leaders to be held in the highest regard. They are to
be highly esteemed, not for reasons of personal eminence of office, but for
their work’s sake. They have been spoken of as labouring in the preceding
verse, and it is the duty of the rank and file to do all they can to forward the
work. Leaders can never do their best work when they are subject to carping
criticism from those who should be their followers’ (italics mine).

Churches that have worthy pasto who are labouring in prayer and in doctrine
to feed the flock which Christ has purchased with his blood, ought to consider
themselves to be greatly privileged ) have been blessed by the head of the
Church with such spiritual leadership. Especially so since often long pastoral
vacancies are endured in an incre  ing number of congregations who yearn for
dedicated pastors who will ‘prepare God’s people for works of service, so that
the body of Christ may be builtup’ ph 4:10-12).

Deceitful tendencies

When the children of Israel murmured against the leadership of Moses, there
was no justification for their ¢ aplaints. Their attituade of heart to God’s
appointed prophet and leader provoked the righteous indignation of God. They
suffered severely for their resentment of the pastoral leadership which was so
evidently given to them from heaven. I have lived long enough to know of a
number of instances where God has removed men of great worth from one
congregation to another because of failure on the part of the people to value
what God had given them in providing them with a man of God. Some
churches take years to recoverd m the displeasure of the Lord for their lack
of appreciation, while others never return to the prosperity they once enjoyed
when they supported a godly leadership. There are churches which have
destroyed good men and it is no wonder that they have difficulty in securing
the services of would-be pastors when the men in question know that they will
have to run the same gauntlet. V at a blight that is!

We must ask the question, Is not the removal of the candlestick of Christ’s
presence sometimes preceded by the removal of the principal messenger of
divine truth? Furthermore when we read the seven letters to the seven churches
of Asia Minor we ask the quest .  our Lord less sensitive to the prevailing

16




attitudes within his churches now? Does he not watch over the congregations
with the same earnest concern now as he did then?

The text, ‘Touch not the Lord’s anointed’, can be used wrongfully as though
the pastor cannot err. That extreme must be avoided. Nevertheless there are
happy examples of churches that have taken 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 to heart.
The pastor has been highly esteemed in love for his work’s sake. He has been
fully and enthusiastically supported and abounding fruitfulness has resulted
OVer many years.

In contrast to that there are instances of needless disaffection and personal
criticism and exaggeration of faults. Gradually the habit forms in which the
pastor becomes a football to be kicked around, or to use another metaphor, the
pastor becomes the Sunday lunch at which time he becomes the butt of
censorious fault finding criticism. The evil effects of such example on children
and young people are extremely harmful. The Word preached is entirely
nullified by carnal insensitive attitudes and the Holy Spirit driven far away. I
believe that these carping exercises initiate the first processes on the road to the
removing of the candlestick. A church can only avoid this road of spiritual
barrenness by congregational repentance.

How to treat a pastor

How then does a church guarantee a fruitful existence in worship, spiritual
growth and evangelism? If a church is to have maximum benefit from a
pastor/people relationship the following principles should be observed.

1. Pray for your pastor

The injunctions to pray for the leadership and for the pastor in particular are
paramount.

Paul appealed for prayer (I Thess 5:25; 2 Thess 3:1,2). He longed for the
prayerful support of God’s people. Writing to the church at Ephesus he urged,
‘Pray also for me, that whenever [ open my mouth, words may be given me so
that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains.” Gifted though Paul was he could not rely on his own
ability.

To the Romans the same apostle wrote, ‘I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus
Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God

for me.” And more specifically, ‘Pray that I may be rescued from the
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new theories and methods which
supposedly  guarantee success in
missions. For example, great stress has
been placed on contextualising the
gospel in such a way that it becomes
rather easy for a Muslim to convert to
Christianity.

Certain advocates of contextualisation
have espoused radical theories which
conflict with the teachings of the Bible.
Their inspiration did not originate  »m.
within the Christian tradition but »m
their fascination with cultural anthro-
pology. These approaches ve
alarmed those missiologists who are
committed to the biblical principles of
missions. For example, in the Fall 1993
issue of Trinity World Forum, Professor
Edward Rommen drew attention to the
divorce which has taken place between
Theology and Missiology. In an article
entitled “The De-Theologising of
Missiology’” Rommen wrote: ‘The
elevation of pragmatism to the . of
a missiological norm has led to an
uncritical acceptance of applic social
science.” It is a very gratifyirig sien to
notice that this professor of missir gy
in the School of World Mission at
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in
Deerfield, Illinois is calling for ‘the re-
theologisation of North American
missiology’.

Setting aside theories which advocate a
radical discontinuity with the work of
the pioneer missionaries, we may now
zero in on the Muslim world. Our
approach should be marked by a macro
or total vision of the real nature of Islam
as a religion which encompasses all
areas of life. It is basically a faith whi
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acknowledges God as creator and
sovereign over all, but denies the event
of the fall as described and explained in
the Bible, the historicity of the
crucifixion as well as the necessity of
redemption. In Islam, man’s salvation
takes place under purely revelatory
auspices. The attainment of eternal bliss
in the paradise of Allah depends on the
confession of the oneness of God and
the apostleship of Muhammad coupled
with a life of obedience to the demands
of the Shari’a Law.

The majority of Muslims today live in
the third world; most of thern are histor-
ically conscious and quite aware of
their great and glorious past. Their faith
in the rightness of their religion is
unshaken. God has entrusted them with
his final message to mankind. They
have taken it to distant lands and
managed to found great empires. They
consider their present predicament as
transitory, an unfortunate phase which
will eventually give way to a revival of
their past glories. They do expect the
triumph of Islam all over the globe.
This belief forms an integral part of
their eschatology.

With regard to the evangelisation of
Muslims, we must realise that they
come from a position of utter certainty
about the rightness of their faith. They
consider themselves the custodians of
God’s final and complete revelation.
Thus, they have hardly any reason to
consider seriously the claims of a
previous and inferior faith.
Furthermore, an average Muslim is
convinced that he has nothing to gain
by converting to Christianity. If he lives




within a Muslim country, his
conversion will inevitably lead to death.
If he has immigrated to a Western land,
he sees no specific benefits that would
accrue from his adoption of the
Christian  faith. Western societies
present him with a very confusing
scene. Their mores are a threat to his
family. Back in his homeland, society
and the state cooperated with him in the
faithful practice of his religion. Over
here in the West, no such help is
available. The freedom he sought in this
new world of economic opportunity
surrounds him at the same time with a
devastating type of secularism. He does
not understand separation between
religion and politics, or ‘Church’ and
state. His culture is deeply religious and
his religion has produced an assertive
and self-consciously Islamic culture.
Based on his experiences of living and
working in the West, he identifies
Christianity with Western culture. He
regards it as decadent and hurtling
towards disintegration. His personal
faith and fervour are rekindled. In order
to survive within a secular milieu, he
must go on the offensive and engage in
da’wah, 1.e. in Islamic missions. He
calls on Westerners to convert to Islam.
This would involve both a religious and
political change of mind on the part of
his Western converts.

Thus, when we are considering
Christian missions to Muslims in the
twenty-first century, we must be fully
aware that Muslims themselves are
already engaged in a global effort to
spread their faith. This is a new state of
affairs which was not at work when
William Carey launched the modern

missionary enterprise back in 1792. In
other words, while we entertain a hope
for conducting missions among
Muslims, we must keep in mind that
they will be tremendously engaged in a
counter-offensive, endeavouring to
convince Europeans and Americans
that Islam can bring order to the chaotic
moral and spiritual conditions of
Western societies.

I would like to enlarge on this point by
referring to the work of two prominent
Christian professors, one of them
teaching in the United States and the
other from Germany. They both address
the subject of Muslims living in the
West, their struggles to survive, and
their attempts to engage in missions
within the host countries.

Before I quote from their works, a word
of explanation is necessary concerning
the traditional Islamic view of the
world. According to Islam, the world is
divided into two camps: Daru’l Islam
and Daru’l Harb, i.e. the household of
Islam and the household of war. Within
Islamic countries, the Shari’a Law is
supreme and is enforced within society
through the arm of the state. Until very
recently, the vast majority of Muslims
lived almost exclusively within Daru’l
Islam. Now that many have migrated to
the West, it is very difficult for them to
practise fully the requirements of their
faith in an environment where the state
is neutral vis-a-vis religious matters.
Radical Muslims, enjoying the
freedoms of our Western pluralistic
societies, are working hard to create
conditions which would allow the
followers of Islam to live as if they
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us in our troubles.” This statem is a mare’s nest; nothing could be further
from the truth. The Bible teaches that Christ himself is both Redeemer and
Advocate of the people of God; that he alone, because he was made man and
suffered, is uniquely qualified and fitted to intercede and obtain all graces for
his people (Heb 2:16-18 and 7:26-27). This explodes completely the false
teaching of the Church of Rome about the mediation and intercession of the
Virgin Mary and makes entirely redundant any such offices that it attributes to
her.

The root of the matter is that the Church of Rome is deeply in error with regard
to the doctrines of redemption and salvation, and by virtue of its supposed
infallibility those errors are now irreformable, Its direction was determined by
the Council of Trent and now Rome is set on a trajectory which must take her
ever more deeply into error. That is the logic inherent in this present agitation
concerning the elevation of the Virgin Mary to a position which would
effectively infringe the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. The inexorable unfolding
of this position can be traced from Trent, through the promulgation of the
dogmas of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary (1854), Papal Infal-
libility (1871), and the Bodily Assumption of Mary (1950), to the present
proposal to make her co-redemptrix. And each erroneous dogma buttresses and
strengthens the others so that the whole becomes one stupendous, irreformable
edifice of false doctrine. Rome cannot help herself in this; she is the prisoner of
her own presuppositions.

For example, the doctrine of the Virgin Mary’s mediation and intercession is
built upon the erroneous doctrine o 1erit. Mediation is by definition an appeal
to God on the ground of the merits and works of a mediator. According to the
Scriptures none but Christ can fulfil such an office, since he alone is without
sin and he alone has fulfilled the law of God and all righteousness on behalf of
his people. Scripture teaches that Mary herself is dependent upon the merits of
Christ for her salvation. ‘My spirit,’ she said, ‘hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour’ (Luke 1:47). But the ( urch of Rome with its Semi-Pelagian
doctrine, teaches the acquisitior f human merit and so turns men into ‘saints’
and ‘mediators’, something nowhere found in Scripture, and thus encourages
her people to pray to them to intercede, by their merits, for them to God.

The whole Roman position is one elaborate and compound error stemming
from wrong and unscriptural doctrinal premises, yet fixed and irreversible by
virtue of Rome’s claim that she ¢ ot err. She carries along with her all who
trust in her and refuse to test b loctrines by Scripture and who will, in
consequence, share in her eventual destruction.

We acknowledge with gratitude the permission of The English Churchman to
use this material by David Samuel which was first published in September
1997.
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