














example. I preached for almost 20 years
before I could remember the meaning
of ‘propitiation’. Every time I came
across the word I had to look it up! And
I was a preacher, a man who dealt in
these things day after day, week after
week. What of my dear people? Did
they take words like propitiation i1 eir
stride? Perhaps, but I doubt it. We must
rather imitate the example of one of P ¢
Wodehouse’s characters, an Engli

curate, who in getting ready to prea

struggled to find a one-syllable word
that means ‘supralapsarianism!’ (Inci-
dentally, if you come across that mono-
syllable I would like to have it from

you.)

A good habit to develop is this: when
you have to use words like propitiation,
justification and sanctification, pause
briefly to explain them. Sometimes it is
said, “We must stretch the minds  our
people.” And so we must. But we 1 sn
with wisdom. When a long and dittic
word is the main building block of an
important sentence, we lose the er 2
thought for those who do not know that
word.

A third temptation to avoid is to pass
over words that have one m« ing in
theology and a number of meanings in
the Bible. This is more common than
one might think. It comes about in this
way: when theologians want to describe
a single doctrine they like to use a
biblical word to describe it. But the
word they choose may have more than
one meaning in Scripture. An example
is the word ‘sanctification’ and the
words like ‘saint’, ‘sanctify’ and
‘sanctified’ that are related to In
theology these words are most often
used to speak of our progress the
Christian life. And that is a scriptural

use. But it is not the only use and, in this
case, not even the most frequent use.
More often than not, when used of
persons and not things, these words
speak of a position that God has
bestowed on his people at the outset of
their Christian lives.

Other words are also ambiguous. We
often must explain them as well.
Recently I took down the dictionary by
my desk and looked up the word
‘mean’. In the dictionary, which is not a
particularly large one, I found 27
meanings for that one word. That will
give you some sense of the task before
the writer and preacher.

This last illustration, however, leads to
a fourth enemy of simplicity. The truth
is, you must not concentrate on words at
all. Yes, you must explain obscure
words, but I repeat, you must not
concentrate on words for their own
sakes. A little history here will help
you to grasp what I mean. As recently
as the last century many did not
understand the nature of the Greek used
in the New Testament. They thought of
it as ‘Holy-Spirit’ Greek, that is, as a
language that the Spirit prepared
especially for the NT. The reason was
this: NT Greek was clearly not classical
Greek. Where did it come from, then?
One popular answer was: it must have
been invented just for the NT! We now
know, however, that the language of the
NT was — roughly speaking — the
language of the day.? It is the kind of
language that has turned up in personal
letters and bills of sale from the first
century. It is the ‘koine’ or ‘common’
language of the day. The effect of
thinking of NT Greek as a special
language invented by the Spirit was to
treat too many of the individual words
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as technical terms that had theological
meanings of great depth and signifi-
cance. To be sure, there are such words,
but they are far fewer than was once
thought. Fewer of them, then, need
individual attention.

Another development of the last
hundred years also has led to less
emphasis on individual words. More
and more, students of communication
have come to recognise that meaning
resides in sentences and paragraphs
much more than in individual words.
Does that make the words less
important or — what’s worse! — less
inspired? Not at all! It just means that
the way the words are put together in
larger units is the chief clue to meaning.
Earlier I mentioned looking up a
common word with many meanings. If
you put yourself in my place at that
moment, you will know that I could
have stared at the dictionary forever
without knowing what the word meant
in the context before me. The dictionary
showed me the possibilities, but only
the passage could give me the meaning.
The moral? Explain only the words that
really require it. Instead, get on with
the larger unit(s)!

This leads to a couple of final points
that contribute to clarity and simplicity.
First, beware of diversions. They kill
clarity of thought. Drive straight
through your passage without looking
to the right hand or to the left. Every
time you say something that is not
directly pertinent to your main point,
you invite your hearers to leave you and
explore the siding for themselves while
you return to the main track. If you
must cite 3 or 4 other passages where
the same word or phrase is used

elsewhere in Scripture, make sure that
those citations really clarify something
connected with your passage. It is easy
to fill up time with parallel passages. It
is also easy to distract your listener
from the passage at hand.

Lastly, be sure that the points of your
outline are among the simplest parts of
your sermon. My experience suggests
two things that have affected my
preaching in recent years. First, men
and women do not like repetition. If you
have said something once in a sermon,
going back over it irritates some people.
But, second, there is an exception to
this rule, the repetition of the main
points of your outline. Ideally, of
course, one would not need an outline
since, in theory, a single point well
made is the best method of driving truth
home. But very few passages make a
single point. So we use major points,
plural. If they are quite simple, and if
you enumerate them again as you move
from point to point, your hearers will
appreciate the repetition.

One last word: as with all non-moral
advice, do not treat this as the law of the
Medes and the Persians. Every such
rule is made to be broken. But keep in
mind, that if you break these often, your
hearers will be less appreciative.
Unless, of course, you are a genius!

References

1. Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Commenting
and Commentaries, reprint, Kregel, Grand
Rapids, 1954, p 30.

2. Scholars will recognise that my remarks on
‘koine’ in the main text are overly
simplified. For a broad discussion of the
subject see Daniel B Wallace, Greek
Grammar Beyond the Basics, Zondervan,
Grand Rapids, 1996, pp 20-30.
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in one sitting. The best kind of
preaching, rarely achieved, is the
kind in which one principal point is
driven home in such a way that the
hearers never forget the impact.

The task is exceedingly difficult.
Paul says, ‘And who is equal to
such a task?” (2 Cor 2:16).
Although John Bunyan was the
most underprivileged of  the
Puritans from the point of view of a
formal university education, he
came closest to exemplifying all
the  features outlined above.
Bunyan can be an encouragement
to many who feel inferior because
they have lacked the advantages of
seminary training.

The Puritans are especially helpful
when it comes to structure in
expository  preaching.  They
developed a knack of drawing out
the meamng of the text and
applying its teaching to their
hearers. An example will illustrate
this.

For instance, take John Flavel on
‘Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest’ (Matt 11:28, AV).
Flavel divides up his text as
follows:

1. The soul’s distress, weary and
heavy laden;

2. The invitation to come to Christ
under that burden, Come to me;

3. The encouragement from Christ,
I will give you rest.

On the subject of writing, Francis
Bacon (1561-1626) declared,
‘Reading maketh a full man,
conference a ready man and
writing an exact man.” While it
may not be practicable to write out
every sermon in full, it is important
for the expositor to construct the
framework and then write out any
sections in which there may be
weakness, obscurity, or lack of
clarity. Calvin’s commentaries are
still sought after and highly valued
today because he is noted for
explaining the principal points
with maximum lucidity. He
exemplifies Bacon’s ‘exact man’.
We cannot edify when we are
obscure.

In our day special skill is needed to
arouse interest and keep attention.
Those of us who are called to
preach will do better at it if we
follow the Puritan method of
arresting headings and structures
which are true to the text but
handled in an imaginative and
versatile way. A vital part of
expository preaching is the use of
illustrations which fit the subject in
hand. If we can draw our illustra-
tive material from the Scriptures
all the better.

Extracted from: Who are the
Puritans? . . . and what do they
teach? pp 167-179, by Erroll
Hulse, Evangelical Press, UK, 220
pp, £7.95, $13.99.
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Arminian, Recently in the Best Books
competition at the Russian Christian
Book Fair the 1st prize winner was
Calvin’s Institutes. It was a great
event in Russian history. The
Sovereignty of God by A W Pink has
had a profound impact in Russia.

David Rivero described his work and
church in Malaga, Spain. This is the
only Reformed Baptist church in the
city of 1 million. The church is 25
years old and has 30 members.

Victor Roshior of Russia told of his
impending visit to Siberia. “Where 1
work they have no cinema or theatre
and sometimes the whole village will
all come to hear preaching. It is very
unstable in Russia. How long will
doors remain open?’

* ok ok ok %

On Wednesday evening Baruch Maoz
of Israel preached on the work of the

eldership, all very relevant and
helpful. The cassette is highly
commended.

‘We tend to consider ourselves

threatened by anyone who dares
question our teaching because he
wants to think through the issues
himself, and we are often intimidated
by individuals of equal or greater gift.
Because of this, we evidence an
unwillingness to cultivate other
people’s gifts or make room for them
in the leadership. So we exert
authority, impose our views and put

Pastor Robert Strivens of Banbury,
Oxfordshire

down any real or imagined danger to
our position in the church.’

THURSDAY 13

‘John the Baptist: the Silence that
broke the Silence.” David Kingdon.
Jesus was endorsing a baptism which
was not of babies but only those
confessing their sins. If John the
Baptist required only those capable of
confession to be baptised, and also
the disciples of Jesus, it is more
difficult for us to believe that the
apostolic church baptised infants.

David Kingdon’s work is meticu-
lously reasoned and we look forward
to reading it in print. His revision of
Children of Abraham is long overdue
and will include his work on John the
Baptist.

The Gospel Grip of John Gano. Dr
Tom Nettles.
Gano was licensed to preach in 1753
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accompanied by frequent physical gestures and actions; in fact, the
whole man seemed to pulsate with the conviction and truth of his
message.

In early 1953 I worked with a communist Jew in the estimating office
of an engineering company. We arrived at an agreement whereby in
return for my going with him to a big communist meeting at which 1
heard some remarkable oratory, he would come with me to hear Dr
Lloyd-Jones. So one Sunday evening he went with me to Westminster
Chapel, and was so affected that he took the opportunity of seeing Dr
Lloyd-Jones after the service.

During that period, late 1953-1955, I worked in a hospital in lieu of
National Service with a gang of labourers. One of these men had
recently been released from prison. He was a Welshman and I
persuaded him to come with me one Sunday evening to hear a fellow
Welshman — Dr Lloyd-Jones. I noticed that during the preaching he was
becoming increasingly agitated. Suddenly, he leapt to his feet and
entering the aisle he took several steps towards the pulpit, shaking his
fist at the Doctor and shouting out, ‘You don’t know what you are
talking about!” The Doctor just carried on preaching and my companion
left the church. But he was stopped by a deacon outside, who succeeded
in getting him to see Dr Lloyd-Jones after the service. He had been
brought under considerable conviction of conscience.

Many people of all types were converted in the Chapel under the
preaching of Dr Lloyd-Jones. Why was there such a contrast between
his evening and morning styles of preaching? The answer, I think, lies
in an experience he had early in his ministry. He was on holiday in
North Wales, and attended a church one Sunday morning, where he
heard a preacher of exceptional preaching power and ability. He
decided that he must hear him again in the evening; but to his
amazement the preacher was quite ordinary, and had none of his earlier
energy and passion. On leaving the church he asked the preacher for an
explanation. ‘Oh,” said the preacher, ‘no man can prepare and preach
more than one sermon each week.” Dr Lloyd-Jones clearly decided to
follow this man’s advice to some extent. He reserved his full energies
for the Sunday evening service.

His Friday evening Bible Lectures expressed yet a third style of
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preaching. The series of put hed books on Bible Doctrines and on
Romans illustrates it. I attended all his Bible Doctrine lectures from
1952-1955, but only an occas 1 lecture in his Romans series. But in
these addresses there was li preaching or proclamation as such;
instead, a careful and wise interpreting of God’s Word, when he would
consider differences of viewnoint before arriving at the position he
regarded as biblically right. s style was didactic, and his approach
reflected his medical training in the 1920s under the famous Lord
Horder, the king’s physician. ollowing an era of rampant liberalism,
he reminded his hearers of the supreme authority of God’s Word and
demonstrated the sufficiency of Scripture over against the failing
philosophies of men.

Dr Lloyd-Jones was a pulpit g 1it, though small of stature. He was
God’s gift to the church in Britain during very barren years. Born in
Wales, and Welsh speaking, his family moved to London just before the
First World War. His father had a dairy business in Westminster, and
young David used to help h 1 deliver the milk. Having excelled at
school and in his medical studies at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, he
became chief clinical assistant to Lord Horder. But he became increas-
ingly aware that many of the  ysical problems of his patients were the
result of godless living. God’s call to him to enter the ministry took him
to Aberavon in South Wales  the beginning of 1927. There the Spirit
of God mightily used his preaching and many working-class people
were converted.

In 1938 he resigned from the church in South Wales and shortly
afterwards joined Dr Camphell Morgan in a joint-ministry at
Westminster Chapel. After 'r] -gan’s death in 1945 Dr Lloyd-Jones
assumed the full responsibility = a ministry which was brought to an
end by a serious illness in 1968. Following his recovery he exercised a
fruitful itinerant ministry until his death in 1981.

Dr Lloyd-Jones occasionally preached in the USA and on the
Continent, but his greatest ¢t (ribution was his London ministry and
the world-wide influence which it had. Despite the fact that numerous
books by him are in circulation, I think it is true to say that he never
wrote a book. All his books consist of sermons and addresses. He was
pre-eminently a preacher, and one of the greatest preachers of this
twentieth century.
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tive of personal cost. It would be rare
to find such commitment in the home
countries. We were thrilled to meet
missionaries whom we had known as
young people in France many years
ago. One, Derek Johnson, is now co-
ordinator of Summer Institute of
Linguistics’ translation work and that
day had seen their very first book
delivered, the New  Testament
published in the Sissala language.

These parts of West Africa have left a
deep impression on us. The people are
friendly and kind; several gave us
gifts, none asked for help. The infra-
structure of the cities is better
preserved than in Kenya. Nevertheless
there is profound spiritual darkness
everywhere. Most encouraging was
the dedication of the missionaries
labouring in difficult conditions.

South Africa
Martin Holdt

The 9th Grace Ministers’ Conference
took place early in January. Due to
popular demand, three conferences
were held successively in order to
accommodate the 356 people who
registered. The first two were held at
Magaliesberg, a beautiful little town
an hour’s drive from Johannesburg,
and Pretoria. The third conference was
held near Cape Town. The speakers
repeated their expositions at each
conference.

The conferences have been attracting
more and more men in the ministry.
Encouraging reports continue to come

in of those who have been renewed in
their vision for the glory of God and in
their commitment to declare the
counsels of God with vigour.

Sadly Don Carson, booked to be the
main speaker this year, was unable to
come due to his wife’s serious illness.
Within days of the commencement of
the first conference a replacement was
found in the person of Stephen Rees
from the UK. Mervyn Eloff was the
other speaker.

Many who were initially disappointed
that Don Carson could not come were
delighted  with  the  masterly
expositions on the ‘Servant’ passages
in Isaiah by Stephen Rees. The two
prayer meetings at 7 a.m. at the Cape
conference were a taste of revival.

We give thanks for the vision which
prompted the first conference 9 years
ago, attended by a mere handful of
men. Who could have dreamed that the
day would come when so many would
gather in 3 different venues across the
country? We look forward to the 10th
conference due to be held in 2001 and
understand the sentiments of one
brother who commented this year:
‘This was my first Grace Ministers’
Conference, and it certanly won’t be
my last!’

Namibia

From a report given at the UK Carey
Ministers’ Conference 2000 by Laban
Mwashekele

Aad van Onselen introduced Laban.
He has a local church and has the
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Matthias Media also distribute a video called ‘Giving the Talk’ in which John
Chapman speaks to this subject. That is most helpful, and I have already given
it to young men in my church who are starting to preach. My main reservation
about the video is that it is somewhat mechanical — good on technique, but not
strong on spirituality, the need of prayer and the work of the Holy Spirit.
The book is more balanced in =t regard. Together they make an excellent
resource for our young preachers, and this preacher found that even with
years of experience there are still very valuable lessons to learn from John
Chapman.

The Letter to the Ephesians, er T O’Brien, Eerdmans/ Apollos (IVP), UK,
1999, xxxiii + 536pp, hardback.

This is an outstanding modern commentary on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.
Peter O’ Brien is thorough and ¢ ful in his scholarship, clearly orthodox in
his doctrine, and readable and  cessible for the preacher.

The main rival to this comment - is perhaps Lincoln’s work in the WBC
(Word Biblical Commentary — Word Books, Dallas, Texas) series, but that is
marred by Lincoln’s unreasonable insistence on non-Pauline authorship. In
contrast, O’Brien provides an extensive defence of Pauline authorship. The
text layout and readability of this volume (in the same series as Morris on
Romans and Carson on John) are 30 superior to WBC.

I dipped into this commentary  various points, and was nowhere disap-
pointed. In particular it is refreshing to find that O’Brien is unafraid to explain
Ephesians 5 in a balanced and f: ful manner in its teaching on the roles of
husband and wife. When I next preach on Ephesians, this commentary will be
my first choice for exegetical help.

Philippians, Gordon D Fee, Inter-Varsity Press, UK, 1999, 204pp, hardback.

This is the latest addition to the IVP New Testament Commentary Series
which aims to provide faitt  exegesis of the text, coupled with contemporary
application. To senior pastors who are equipped with good libraries, these
commentaries may seem a little lightweight. But for the younger preacher, or
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for those who lack a working knowledge of Greek, this is a most valuable
series to provide a good guide for exegesis and exposition.

Fee provides a helpful and generally reliable guide to Philippians. Sometimes
caution must be exercised, however, for example where he assumes that Lydia
was a leader of the church.

Crossway Classic Commentaries, UK, ed. McGrath & Packer -
Jude / Manton, 1999, 223pp, pb.

1& 2 Timothy & Titus / Calvin, 1998, 208pp, pb.

Hebrews / Owen, 1998, 269pp, pb.

This series of commentaries is to be very warmly welcomed. While we live in
an age of abundance as far as biblical scholarship is concerned, yet there are
great riches also to be enjoyed from an earlier age.

McGrath and Packer are attempting to bring the treasures of Reformed and
Puritan commentaries to the modern preacher. If we are sometimes put off by
the great length of older works, or their inaccessible style, these paperbacks
answer our need.

Inevitably this series is open to the criticism, ‘How can Owen on Hebrews be
reduced to a paperback of 269 pages?” For some there will be no substitute for
the original volumes. But in my own view, the editors are to be commended for
their efforts. The power of Owen’s argument on apostasy in Hebrews 6
remains, while condensed to a mere 7-8 pages. Nor is Manton’s pastoral
counsel blunted. As he comments on v.5 of Jude, ‘Though you already know
all this’, he digresses with an exhortation to be thoroughly acquainted with the
Scriptures. He urges the reading of the Bible in family worship and in private,
and to read thoughtfully — seeking the Lord in prayer and asking help from
church leaders in understanding. Again in v.3 on ‘I felt I had to write and urge
you’, Manton reminds pastors of their duties towards their people, and in
particular seeing what is necessary for the congregation at any time.

This series is warmly commended. It may be used in sermon preparation, or
devotionally.
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