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Editorial
by Jonathan Holdt (see page 19)
In this issue we are favoured with two
articles on music. The first shows
how much attention was paid to
music in Old Testament times . The
second, by Dr Paul Jones, explores
the parameters of music in churches
today.
Nico van der Walt makes an
important point suggesting that the
answer to the demand for pop or rock
style music is to have well rendered,
inspiring music that neither irritates
young
people
nor
offends
conservative taste . This certain ly
raises important issues . Is adequate
attention given to our music in
worship services? The modern
emphasis on praise and worship
forces us to examine our style in the
light of biblical principles and
practice.
Try as we may, there is no way we
can escape being negative about
singing and music presentation which
is worldly and sensual. We need to
provide convincing reasons for our
rejection. Recently published is a
timely book which comes from the
pen of one who has been thoroughly
immersed in gospel pop in church,
but has come to reject that style. The
author is Dan Lucarini , a former rock
music performer and the title, Why I
left the Contemporary Christian
Music Movement, pbk, 14lpp UK,
Evangelical Press, £7.95.

Lucarini's aim is twofold, first to
warn churches with traditional music
services of the dangers of switching
to a contemporary worship style.
Second ly he aims to provide biblical
answers to many of the challenging
questions that are put forward by
of
Contemporary
proponents
Christian Mus ic (CCM). In this book
he shows that CCM lacks a strong
biblical foundation and ignores God 's
instructions for acceptable worship.
As a result it produces wrong
attitudes and encourages carnality
which damage the unity and
effectiveness of Christian witn ess.
Dan Lucarini reveals how he got
involved with CCM after joining a
conservative church
where the
worship seemed dead and little love
and passion for God seemed to exist.
He and his wife longed for real,
li vely, relevant worship. He points
out that this is often the reason why
people leave conservative churches
for contemporary ones. Subsequently
Dan became deeply involved as a
worship leader. With later reflection,
he identifies a number of serious
problems related to CCM in that rock
music encourages sensuality and
immorality and division when
Christians who raise objections to
this type of music are labelled
' legalistic Pharisees' and sometimes
forced to leave the church.
Having fully exposed the dangers of
CCM, Lucarini describes the biblical

heart of worship analytically. The
words for ' worship' in both Old and
New Testaments both convey the idea
of humblin g, bowing down and
reverencing the Lord in complete
submission. According to Lucarini,
true worship produces a sense of holy
fear and awe before the Lord, notably
absent in CCM worship. This attitude
of reverence was evident even in the
choice of musicians in the Old
Testament. Lucarini states, ' It is
impo1tant to note that David chose
Levites, who were sanctified or set
apart for God 's service. Leadin g
worship of God in the Old Testament
was not something allowed for just
any musician , nor would they use just
any music. Everything and everyone
was carefully set apart, out of
reverence and fear of the awesome
Jehovah. Even though we are not
under law today, we find an important
principle here for selecting musicians
and the musi c for use in the worship
serv ice.' Dan Lucarini then answers a
number of questions put forward by
CCM proponents such as: 'Isn 't thi s
just a matter of personal preference
and taste?'; ' God made music ·· isn ' t
all music inherently good?'; ' Doesn't
the Bible teach we must use all things
to reach people?' ; ' Isn 't God using
CCM to save and disciple teens?'
Dan not only critiques the CCM but
provid es positive suggest ions for
those who want to reform the music
in their services along the lines of
beauty and harmony consistent with
the parameters given for worship.
I hi ghly recommend this book fo r
both pastors and church members
who are concerned about their current
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move toward CCM. One cannot
afford to sit on the fence. A clear
biblical stance is essential. Lucarini 's
book will answer whatever questions
and concerns you may have.
Preaching at a neighbouring Baptist
church I was grieved and disturbed
by what I witnessed. There was little
order and much noise and movement
stirred up by the band and I ittle
substance in the songs. It seemed to
draw numbers but was man-centred
and lacked godly substance. I
wondered what types of Christians
were present. Holy, humble believers,
committed to prayer for the local
church and the furtherance of God 's
kingdom on earth? Witnesses for
Christ who would reach out with
compassion to lost sinners? Preachers
and missionaries in the making who
would be prepared for hard,
sacrificial work for the glory of
Christ? Sadly it was apparently not
so. Before me were a group of
Christians, mostly young adults, who
wanted the best of both worlds and
seemed to know little of a heartfelt
humbling of the soul before the Lord
in worship and life.
The present crisis in the church
concerning worship ought to drive us
to our knees . We need God's blessing
on us if our worship is to be in Spirit
and truth, arising from hearts of
sincere devotion to the Lord Jesus
Christ. We need wisdom and
discernment to be delivered from a
worldly style of worship which is
slowly draining the church of her
purity and power in her witness to a
fallen and needy world.

Church Music in a Post-Modern World

Dr Paul S Jones, Organist
and Music Director of the
historic Tenth Presbyterian
Church, Philadelphia, PA,
USA. He also serves as
Director of Music and
Worship for the Alliance of
Confessing Evangelicals.
Praise the LORD. Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise in the assembly of
the saints (Ps 149: 1).
Fifty years ago the idea that one would need to argue in support of the
existence and use of hymns in the worship of the Church would have been
laughab le. With the exception of those who held to exclusive psalmody,
hymns were an element of Christian worsh ip as customary as bread at
mealtime. In the post-modern, post-Christian age in which we live, however,
we should not be surprised that worship and worship music in evangelical
churches have followed the path of our culture. Under closer examination one
finds that our value system , musical and otherwise, reflects soc iety 's primary
philosophy (pragmatism) , object of attention (ourse lves), and occupation (our
own amusement). In thi s system, Psalms and doctrinal poems set to music in
the traditional form of Reformation congregational song do not appear
relevant.
We hear questions, statements and arguments about their use : 'Hymns? Why
should we sing hymns? Aren' t they old-fashioned? Young people won't like
them . Isn't it time to put th e hymnal down and focus on things more current?
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Are n' t we to sing a new song? That just isn 't my kind of music. It doesn't
minister to me. You won ' t win anyone with that music. Hymns are too hard to
understand ' ... and so on. Most of these perceptions emanate from a lack of
information and education rather than from an anti-hymn agenda.
Those questions and statements might so und fam iliar to the majority of
readers. For some others, like strict fo llowers of John Calvin , there is no place
for hymnody in the Ch urch for another reason - the belief that only canonic
Psalm s sho uld be sung in worship. The two references to si nging 'psalms,
hym ns, and spiritual songs ' in the New Testament have been interpreted by
theologians on both sides of the exclusive psalmody debate in support of their
position. At times the goal of sing in g to the g lory of God and for the
instruction and edificati on of his saints becomes obscured by po lem ics. Then,
there are many modern believers for whom Calvin , psalms, and hymns are all
somewhat of a mystery. Their reading material is predominantly futuristic
Christian fict ion, an d the ch urch music with which they are fa mili ar consists
of ' contemporary ' praise choruses.
The post-modern Ch urch, li ke the rest of Western culture, is se lf-obsessed and
seems uninterested in the rich heritage of Church music imparted to us from
saints of previous generations. A lthough 'wors hip ' has become a buzzword in
a ll eccles iastical circles, minimal attenti on is given to biblical teaching
regarding worship. As a result, we find evangelica ls slippin g away from
biblical worship and justifying their practices on the basis of the Zeitge ist
(s piri t of the age) . A hedon istic, na rcissistic, relativistic, 'me-focused' age,
though , is hardly one th at shou ld be informing and defining o ur approach to
God. And yet, it does. We meas ure our ' success' by numbers, our relevance
by how techno logically integrated and up-to-date we are, and our wors hip by
how good it makes us feel. In the minds of contem porary sa ints, hymns clash
wi th the spontaneity, simplicity, and style that have come to rule in the modern
evangel ica l Church.
In this art ic le I present four aspects of church music today. T he first is the
question of criteria for good C hurch music. The second is hymns for your
chu rc h. T he third deals with the biblical nature of sacred music and its
relationship to the ministry of the Word. In the fourth I deal with the increasing
trend to app laud in church.
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1. Criteria for Good Church Music
Many people are looking for a short list of acceptable pi eces or composers of
Church music. Fa iling that, other qu estions arise. What composers wri te well
for the modern Church? What pieces from previous generations are sti ll valid
for our serv ices? What publi shing compani es should we trust? What is good
Church music? Who should decide?
The difficulty in providing answers to these questions is doing so objective ly.
Music is a very personal matter to most people. In fact it has been said, ' When
it comes to music, everybody's an expert.' Naturally, thi s is not true; but each
indi vidual will know what he or she li kes. Li king a style of music, however,
does not mean that it is fitting music fo r Church. Where an attempt is made to
please everyone by doing a littl e of this and th at, or by trying to select mu sic
enj oyed by all , we of necessity degenerate toward the least common
deno minator. Yet we are called to g ive our best in worship, an d thi s requires
effort. Change fo r th e better does not come eas ily, but ed ucation assists in
ac hi ev ing positi ve results. So let us consid er some criteria to help di scern what
is good Church music.
Textual consideration is a first ave nue of critique. It goes without saying that
any text sung in worship should harmon ise with biblical prin cipl es. Pastors
should be invo lved at this point if the ch urch's music ians lack suffic ient
theological training. When the song quotes Scripture, the settin g should take
into account contextual meaning. In oth er words, Scripture should not be taken
out of context in mu sic any more than it should be in a sermon or in prayer.
Wors hippers also must be pointed to God who is both subj ect and obj ect of
worship . Appropriateness is another textual test. One must determine w hether
the text is appropriate to the service itse lf, to the particular place in the service,
and to the congregati on. Finally, the text must be able to be understood both
in language and delivery. Strongly metaphoric poetry or anthem texts with
Victorian English may need to be expl ained to be of help to the congregati on,
or the language may need to be updated.
Musical considerations include leve l of difficulty, melody, harmony, rhythm ,
form and forces. An acceptable leve l of difficulty will vary accordin g to who
w ill sing or play. A choir may be capable of singing music considerab ly more
complex than the congregation can. lt is better to present something si mple
well than to attempt a challenging wo rk w ith poor results. At the same time,
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congregations, choirs and other ensemb les need to grow and to be stretched.
Jn general , melodies for a congregation shou ld be singable and memorable
without being monotonous or overly predictable. Harmony should be
interesting and should follow the ru les of good counterpoint. Rhythm shou ld
match the text, placing strong sy llables on strong beats and should invigorate
the sin ging. None of these musical features can be permitted to obscure the
meaning of the text.
A piece of music, like any type of art or literature, must have form. Form
determines the overall structure and phrasing the inner structure. Some pieces
have love ly melodic/harmonic elements or a strong rhythm but lack good
form. Musical parameters like these require the insight of trained musicians.
Forces avai lab le to present the music are also a factor in determining its usage.
Aesthetic considerations are sign ificant, and variety comes into play here as
does association. For instance, if certain music is associated with the shopping
mall, a baseball game or a night-club, its appropriateness for the Church
service shou ld be questioned even though there may be nothing wrong with
the music in and of itself.
General considerations include function , marriage of text/tune, and style. How
is the music to function wi thin the service (prelude, prayer, praise or
proclamation)? Will the selection precede a prayer of confession or fo llow the
sermon? Such placement has bearing on the choice of repertoire. Text and
music shou ld be well matched. At times one encounters a solid, doctrinal text
set to a trivial tune; this can be true of contemporary music or of a favourite
hymn from the early twentieth century. Fami liarity is a strength in worship,
sentimentality is not. Fresh, new music is needed, but cheap, banal music is
not. Musical style can be a particu larly subject ive matter. Association and
appropriateness to the text/occasion are factors that will help to determ ine how
fitting a certain style may be. The corporate worship of God should be set
apart from the mundane tasks of everyday li fe (although it should be a regular
activity). As such one may conc lude that music used to worship God should
be other than common. May the Spi rit help us to find it, write it, rehearse it
and offer it for the glory of God.

2. Hymns in Your Church
In many congregations today the hymnal ha fal len out of use. Some churches
do not own hymnals; others simp ly choose not to employ them . The danger of
6

losing our rich repertory of historic, Protestant song lurks ever nearer, for it
takes only one generation for a hymn to effectively disappear. Those seeking
a modern Reformation shou ld recall that Luther, Watts, Wesley, Newton, and
other pastors and theologians exerted much effort writing hymns and
compiling hymnals for their people. Why? Because they knew that doctrine
and Holy Scripture could be imparted and appropriated when people
remembered it through song. In his commentary on Psalm 9, James
Montgomery Boice wrote, ' It is striking that in each part the psalmist
combines singing with preaching. And, it is interesting to remember that great
periods of Church history have always been marked by both.''
Education is the best means of introducing hymns and/or a more challenging
musical language. A text understood is one that can be meaningfully sung -and
worship must be intentional. The following are some suggestions to assist in
bringing about a modern reformation of hymnody in your church.

Choosing Hymns for Corporate Worship
Hymn selection should not be cavalier. Irrespective of who selects the songs
of your congregation, the same criteria apply. The text must be biblically
sound and meaningful , and the music that accompanies the text should be
excellent and should facilitate one's understanding of the text. Melody,
harmony, rhythm, and form are among the parameters for judging musical
quality. For ministers without musical training or musicians without doctrinal
clarity this is a precarious task that would be best done in paitnership with an
informed colleague.

Hymn Services
One method of introducing hymns to a congregation or Bible study group is
through a short hymn service that is both worshipful and educational in nature.
This might last 15-20 minutes and include three or more hymns. It is helpful
for the leader to have consu lted resources for the purpose of learning about the
hymn's author or composer. A theme can unify such a service; for example,
'Hymns of Philip Doddridge ', 'Hymns of Joy', ' Passion Hymns', ' Hymns
written by Missionaries' or something akin to these.
More significantly, the leader should have considered the role(s) of the hymn
- praise, proclamation, prayer, confession, thanksgiving - and should share
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such in sights w ith the congregation. The centra l foc us of a good text must be
God and hi s Word . A passage of Scripture upon w hich the hymn is based can
be read and its p lace in the hymn noted . Such pre-planned hymn services
enrich th e hymn-singi ng experi ence and are more meaningful than randoml y
hav in g th e congregati on choose ' favou ri tes'. The choir can ass ist in
introdu cin g new tunes by sin gin g th e first stanza; or, it can dra w attenti on to
th e text by sin ging a medi an stanza as a means of setting it apart.

Hy mns-of the-Month
Anoth er he lpfu l way to introd uce hymn s is to select a Hymn-of-the-Month and
sin g it each S unday at one or mo re services throughout th at month . The sam e
hymn co uld a ppear in the Sunday Schoo l curri culum and at the yo uth group
meeting, makin g it a church-w ide effort. Famili es could purchase the ir own
hymn a ls fo r devoti onal use . Thi s wo uld demon strate valu e to the entire
congregati on and make hymn-l ea rn ing a shared experien ce. Si ng ing hymn s is
a unify ing activity, and it is part of our spiri tual heritage.
Info rm ati on concerning the hymn 's provenance can appear in the bull etin or
be rec ited by a song lead er. When it comes times to sing, a trumpet on the
me lody line will aid in leading the co ngregation . The choir can once aga in
fun cti on as a teaching ensembl e and should be employed in helpful , creati ve
ways in wo rship.

Hymn Festivals
Any tim e is a good time fo r a hymn fes tiva l, but certain seaso ns or eve nts are
espec ia ll y we ll suited: Adve nt, Easter, Pentecost, R eformati on Day, the
openin g of a new church, th e ded ication f a new pipe organ, the in sta ll ati on
of a new pastor. At a hymn fest ival, the concepts of a hymn service are bro ught
into a gra nder context. Thi s is a wo nd erful oppo1iunity fo r pasto rs and mu sic
directors to wo rk togeth er to pre pare a meaningful worship service. Pl annin g
is esse ntial. Theme, timin g and texts all need careful considerati on. The
structure of the service should be sol id. The ' fl ow' of events, ideas, keys and
mood should be thought thro ugh, and a printed order of se rvice is of excell ent
he lp to the congregati on. A hymn fes ti val can centre around one doctrine, era,
cou ntry, th eme, or composer, or it ca n have considerabl e di vers ity. As always
rehearsed choirs and instrumenta l ense mbl es w ill contribute to the effecti ve
leadin g and accompan ying of hymns.
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3. Sermon in Song: Sacred Music as Proclamation
In the modern evangelical Church, singing, praying, giving and other

congregational acts of worship are regarded at times as preamble to the
sermon. Music, in particular, seems easier to separate from elements of
worship that appear to be more spiritual, such as praying and preaching. This
worship dichotomy does not exist in Scripture, and our thinking is more
biblical when we understand that musicians and pastors actually share the
ministry of the Word. Proclamation and interpretation of the Bible, and the
edification and encouragement of the saints, with the ultimate goal of giving
glory to God - these are also purposes of sacred music delineated in the Word
of God and heralded by theologians throughout the history of the Church.
Martin Luther said, ' Music and notes ... do help gain a better understanding of
the text, especially when sung by a congregation and when sung earnestly, '
and, ' We have put this music to the living and holy Word of God in order to
sing, praise and honour it... He is thereby praised and honoured and we are
made better and stronger in faith when his holy Word is impressed on our
hearts by sweet music . ' 2
Paul Westermeyer expands on these statements: Luther thought music has a
theological reason for being ... Music is unique in that it can carry words. Since
words carry the Word of God, music and the Word of God are closely related .. .
Luther sees music in its own right as a parallel to preaching. 3
With collaborator Johann Walter, Luther compiled hymn collections, the
forewords of which clarify his intentions: 'Therefore, I too, with the help of
others, have brought together some sacred songs, in order to make a good
beginning and to give an incentive to those who can better carry on the Gospel
and bring it to the people. ' 4 Luther did not invent the notion that singing and
preaching of the gospel are related; he found its basis in Scripture. Both Old
and New Testaments support the idea. ln his commentary on Psalm 9:9-10,
James Boice wrote, 'It is striking that in each part the psalmist combines
singing with preaching. And it is interesting to remember that great periods of
Church history have always been marked by both. ' 5
The New Testament also confirms music 's appropriate role in the teaching
ministry. 'Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and
9

admonish one another with wisdom , and as you sings songs, hymns and
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God ' (Col. 3: 16-17).
Within the context of proclamation , we expect to find exhortation and
teaching. Isaac Watts' goal fo r his hym ns supp01ts this concept: ' In his belief
in th e didactic value of prai se, as in his insistence upon intelligibility, his
aim ... was edification. ' 6 The Apostle Paul relates song and proclamation again
in 1 Corinthians 15 and Ephesians 5: 19. Luther underscores this: 'We may
boas t, as Moses does in bi s song in Exodus 15 , that Christ is our praise and our
song and that we should know nothing to sing or say but Jesus Christ our
Saviour, as Paul says in 1 Corinthi ans.' '
Luther used the phrase 's ing and say' to describe the proper occupation of a
believer. The content of the proclamation, whether spoken or sung, was to be
the gospel. In his commentary on Psalm 118, he writes, 'They [the righteous]
praise only God's grace, works, words, and power as they are revealed to them
in Christ. This is their sermon and song, their hymn of praise. ' 8 His Christmas
hymn, Vom Himmel hoch, states it this way:

From heaven above to earth I come
To bear good news to every home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing.
Thinking about music mini stry today in such terms would change the Church.
There are clearly significant changes needed. My contention is that the first
changes need to occur in the minds and hearts of pastors and musicians who
have for too long understood the purpose of music to be something other than
what the Bible declares. The implications of adjusting our misconceptions
about worship to match what the Scri pture teaches, and what theologians such
as Luther, Watts , and Boice championed, will be explored in more detail in
future column s.

4. Applause - For Whom Are You Clapping?
As a professional musician , I am accustomed to applause. This is what a
performer walking out on the concert stage expects and anticipates again
following a successful performance. But musicians and pastors alike are quick

to state that when it comes to worship services, we are not ' performing ' .
Music in church, we rightly understan d, is ' ministry ' - an offering, prayer, or
praise. How does applause fit into the worship service, or does it fit at all ?
Psalm 47:1 urges all the nations of the world to clap their hands and exhorts
them to shout to God with cries of joy. Later, in Psalm 98:8, it is the rivers that
'clap the ir hands', while in Isaiah 55: 12 it is the trees of the field that partake
in such joyous activity in praise of their Creator. In Lamentations 2: 15,
however, the clapping of hands is associated with scoffing and shaking of the
head in mockery of the Daughter of Jerusalem. And in Job 27:23 , it is the east
wind that 'claps' in derision at the wicked, ruthless man judged by God.
Clapping, then , by evidence of Scripture, has more than one soc io-cu ltural
meaning according to the time and place in which it occurs. T hus it is possible
that we mean completely different things when we app laud in the co ncert hall
or when we applaud in church; and further, it is possible that we are both
informed and intentional in our distinction about what clappin g means in each
context. My suspicion, however, is that our understanding and consciousness
of such intentions are not all that clear.
On vacation in August 2000, I visited three different churches one Sunday
morning. The largest of these churches had a congregation that applauded
frequently. They applauded at the end of each praise song led by the worship
team. They applauded when a baby was dedicated to the Lord and also when
his mother left the platform. I have a lso witnessed congregations applauding
their preacher, particularly when a powerful demonstration of oratory skill was
displayed. For me this response, whether cognitive or emotional or both , begs
the question, 'for whom are you clapping?'
To 'applaud' means, literally, ' to g ive praise to ' [ap + laud]. In worship, our
thoughts and actions are to be directed to the subject and the object of worship,
God himself. Jehovah merits our praise, so applauding him for his acts or
attributes in the context of worsh ip seems defensible. Otherwise though,
c lapping has no biblical place in worship, and should not be directed at
musicians, or preachers, or babies. There are not many genuine 'clap
offerings' to God and this does not appear to be an activity he requested
anyway. More often we app laud people with the hope of making them feel
appreciated, or to demonstrate our approva l of the rendition , or to show that

we affirm the message of the music. Encouraging, approving and affinning are
not wrong actions in and of themselves.
Yet, in our cu ltu ral context, applause is the stuff of the theatre, the concert
stage and the political speech. With such a strong association, clapping in
worship is at best inappropriate. Most folks sitting in the pews each Sunday
are not bothered by its inclusion in worship, however. In fact, it has become
so customary to clap that we instinctively applaud for almost anything. This
particularly seems to be true at the conclusion of a solo piece, especially if it
ends fast, loud and high.
More often than not, this is simp ly an unexamined carry-over from the
entertainment industry. We applaud in church because we have not thought
much about it and instead have allowed our secular society's response to
entettainment to gain a place where it does not belong. Pastors and musicians
should address such things in their churches. If they do not, who can or who
will?
Musicians who recognise that their offerings in the context of worship are
solely for the glory of God - Safi Dea Gloria - do not desire your applause. In
fact, it more likely troubles them and diminis es the joy of giving back a small
part of what God has given them. In worship, if we applaud for someone other
than God, we effectively rob him of the glory that is due him alone. A better
response to the musician would simply be to say, 'I thank God for how he
blessed me through you this morning ' or ' I appreciate you and pray for you.'
Comments like these are encouraging to the church musician. The best
response to music or other ministry that blesses you is to thank God for it.
Jam es Mo ntgomery Boice, Psalms: An
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The Story of Chapel Library
continue to edit The Free Grace
Broadcaster and to assist in other
ed iting work. At the induction service
for Jeff Pollard, Pastor Shelton gave a
moving description of how the work
developed.

Th e wedding anniversay of LeeRoy Shelton,
Jnr and Loraine took place on August 31,
1942.

Steven Frakes
After 32 years Pastor LeeRoy Shelton
Jr has retired from the leading pastoral
role at Mount Zion Bible Church ,
Pensacola, and one of the main mission
outreaches, Chapel Library, which is
one of the many ministries the Lord has
blessed them w ith. Jeff Pollard has
been inducted as pastor of the church
and leader of the work. The induction
service was led by Steven Frakes who
is an elder in the Mount Zion Church.
While submitting himself to the new
leader, LeeRoy Jr, now aged 79, will

C lose fr iends of brother LeeRoy know
the vexing circumstances surrounding
him when he stood for truth in New
Orleans in 1969 and was forced out.
With no resources, he took up residence
in Minnesota, 1,400 miles directly
north on the border of Canada. He and
his wife Loraine spent nine hard years
there. During that time there was born
in LeeRoy a vision to reach out to the
nations of the world. He loves Psalm 2
verse 8 - ' Ask of me, and I sha ll give
thee the heathen for thine inheritance,
and the uttermost parts of the earth for
thy possession. '
In 1978 he moved south to Pensacola.
For a year he served a small church and
at the same time started a tiny work in
Pensacola with a congregation of fou r
including Loraine. Every ministry
which was to ensue at Pensacola was
based on Isaiah 55:3 , ' Enlarge the place
of your tent, - do not hold back! ' In the
early 1980s a prison ministry began
with one prison in Texas. Every
prisoner that wrote expressing need
was su pplied w ith a Bible, a
concordance and necessary study books
free . T hrough a remarkable providence
the prison ministry suddenly expanded
to practically every prison and every

death row in America. The printing of
literature began to increase. Through
the yea rs LeeRoy has not taken refuge
behind an answer-phone but has
perso na ll y answe red incoming ca ll s
day and ni g ht. He has perso nall y
counse l led innumerable needy an d
sometimes desperate souls .
In 1986 Pastor LeeRoy Jr was asked to
take over a publishing work ca lled
Chape l Library which was located in
Venice, Florida. Subsequently Chape l
Library has built up to contain many of
the best known Reformed titles as we ll
as contemporary books, all supplied
free to developing countries. Among
books printed in conjunction w ith
Reformation Today are Our Baptist
Heritage, An Introduction to the
Purita ns (supp li ed to deve lop ing
countri es only) and Adoniram Judson
and the Missionary Call. A forty-page
catalogue describes a very extensive
li stin g of tracts and booklets in about
fourteen lang uages . Chape l Library
spec iali ses in evangelistic tracts in a
variety of languages. I remember
trave lling on a coach to Denia in Spain
and a converted Roman Catholic priest
was distributing evangelistic tracts and
book lets from Chapel Library to fellow
trave llers. On another occasion I we nt
on a miss ion into Mexico with a large
suppl y of Chapel Library literature in
Spanish .
To the publishing work was added a
cassette mini stry w hich ha s been
administrated by a full-time worker, Ed
Quarterman , w ho is ass isted in hi s wo rk
by youn g vo luntary workers. Thi s too
serves nations around the world . Thi s

cassette ministry came to include by
donation a complete set of sermons by
Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones, 1700 in all.
The next development was a request to
take over the ministry of the quarterly
magaz ine which now consists of 48
pages, Th e Free Grace Broadcaster
cons isting of articles by well-known
Refo rmed writers distributed free. The
printing run to reach readers aro und the
world usuall y runs at about 18,000.
The premises at Chapel Library include
a sanctua1y for worship, offices, a large
dispatch room and a printing factory.
From about 1990, Michael Snyder
brought dynamic leadership skills to
the work. He has suffered from ca ncer
and recently resigned. Everything that
we see at Chapel Library came through
praye r. Like George MUiler the
princ iple has been, ' We do what needs
to be done. The Lord w ill supply. ' A
cautio n is needed at thi s po int - this is
an unusual gift.
The doctrinal basis of the work is
Refo rmed. The authors in clude the
Puri tans and 18th-century leaders. The
most pop ular authors are Horatius
Bonar, AW Pink and C H Spurgeon and
fo r the 20th century, LeeRoy She lton Jr
and Ernest Reisinger with man y others
such as Joel Beeke, Jo hn Piper and
Walter Chantry.
ln 1994 Mount Zion Bibl e Institute was
initi ated by Joseph Jacowitz and pastor
LeeRoy Jr. This has de ve loped across
the world. It is now organised and led
by Steven Frakes. It cons ists of a Bib le
School in the form of correspondence
courses. These are extremel y practica l,

ideal for developing countries. There
are 25 courses with subjects such as
Salvation, Sanctification, Church
History, the Doctrines of Grace, the
Attributes of God, and the Holy Spirit.
There are 39 branches of the school
around the world.
Foundational to the work is the daily
morning prayer meeting for about one
hour. Pastor LeeRoy Jr has not enjoyed
good health. He has endured much
physical pain and been subject to 24
operations. In spite of that he has
sustained an enormous work load. He
has also faced many crises but he has
never been embarrassed by debt. He
has experienced periods of leanness
and severe testing. The daily postage
and packing expenses alone could send
a timorous soul into a fit of anxiety. But
always like the manna supplied in the
wilderness the means have been
supplied and believers across the world
have received precious packages of
free grace literature. Sad ly we tend to
take our own valuab le books for
granted but in far-flung places these
books are like gold.
Pastor LeeRoy's testimony is summed
up in these words: 'The God of the
Bible has never ever let me down and
never will. He is faithful. '

Jeff Pollard was converted .from the
rock music industry in the early 80s.
Though religious .fi"om his youth, his
conversion to Jesus Christ at 30
brought him to see and then to preach
the sovereign grace of God Jeff taught
home and campus Bible studies for
years, did interim pastoral work and
had a street ministry for two years. He
conducted a jail ministry in the East
Feliciana Parish Prison for ten years
and pastored Providence Baptist
Church in Ball, Louisiana, for seven
years. He is married to Myra and they
have two children, Lacey and Jordan.

phone (850) 438-6666
e mail chapel@mountzion.org
www.mountzion.org
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Hebden Bridge - an Historic Church

From left to right; The new pas/OJ; Peter Stead with Dan Schweir of Warboys. David Bownas,
Martin Howell and Tony Partington of f-!a/if'ax, and Erroll Hulse of Leeds who preached at Peters
induction service on September 7th. 2002.

On a cold grey November day in 1839, a gro up of Christians assembled aro und a small
dam that had been formed on the hill side fo r the purpose of bapti sing seve n believers.
The locality was Hebden Bridge in the co un ty of Yorkshire.
That occasion marked the beginni ng of a church which in du e course was named
'Zion'. There followed tim es both of progress and decline. The lowest point came
when onl y one member, Miss Florri e Wa lton was left. She kept the chapel open from
l 960 to l 967. Then Dick Eccles, who had trained under Dav id Kingdon at th e Baptist
College in Belfast, Northern Ireland, took up the challenge. Under hi s ministry the
work revived. In recent years fo ll owing th e decease of Pastor Eccles in I 987, an
interest was taken in church p lanti ng in Halifax where there is a much larger population
and an urgent need for evangeli ca l m ini stry. Under the leadership of the senior elder
Martin Howell , the congregation moved location to a temporary bu ilding in Halifax
where Peter Stead, former ly of Warboys, Huntingdonshire, has now been inducted to
the pastorate. Planning permi ss ion has been granted to construct on a site nearby, a new
church com pl ex which will be ca lled ' Grace Baptist Church ', Norton Tower, Halifax.
The new name will replace the previous, ' Zion Chapel'. The name 'Zion ' tends to be
misunderstood because of political nuances today. The church wi ll need prayerfu l and
finan cial support as they go forward.
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News

Speakers Ronald Kalifi1ngwa and Josafa Vasconcelos

Mozambique
Karl Peterson
152 men and wives attended this year 's
FIEL conference in Nampul a, northern
Mozambique. They came from most
provinces of the country. There were two
pri ncipal speakers, Josafa Vasconcelos
from Brazil and Ronald Kalifu ngwa
formerly from Zambi a but now pastor of
Lynnwood Reform ed Bapti st Church ,
Pretoria. The preachin g was outstandin g
and focu sed on th e urgent needs of a
sound understandin g of sa lvation in
Christ,
biblica l
evange li sm
and
reform ati on of th e churches.
Though the Church in Mozambique is
growing rapidly, there are very alarming
marks of spiritual fa ilure in many places.

I see th e Church here in much the same
situation as the Church found herself
before the Protestant Reformation in th e
16th century. So do many di scontented
Christi an leaders in Mozambique. Many
of the th emes centra l to that awakening
500 years ago were brought before these
men and the respon se was very gratifying.
The th eology and heroes of that
Reform at ion were outlined in some
detail. One pastor even confes sed to
coming to Chri st as a result of th e
conference after some years in pastoral
ministry!
The practi ca l arra ngements for the
conference went very well in spite of
there being almost twic e as many
participants as las t year. Profitabl e
trainin g classes on various topics were

held in the afternoons. Almost 1500
books, booklets and Bibles were sold on a
wide range of topics. One goal of this
conference is to encourage those in
pastoral and evangelistic ministry to
realise the great value of reading sound
literature.

Operation World
Editors - Patrick Johnstone and Jason
Mandryk.
Paternoster, UK - PO Box 300, Carlisle
CA3 OQS and
Paternoster,
USA
Box
1047
Waynesboro, GA 30830.
The handbook Operation World (OW) is
updated every six or seven years. Both
OW and Window on the World (Daphne
Spraggett 's
deve lopment
of
Jill
Johnstone 's book for children descri bing
several countries with wonderful full
colour illustrations), won pres tigious
awards in the UK and USA Christian
Booksellers' Conventions.
The Korean edition of OW was completed
in time for a major Missions Conference
in July 2002. Korea is now the second
largest
foreign
missionary-sending
country in the world.
A solution is emerging for the translation
of OW into both Portuguese and Spanish
- after a year of effort! The economic
climate in Latin America has made
everyone cautious about investing in such
a publication. The German edition of OW
(Gebetfiir die Welt) is nearing completion
and should be printed by the end of the
year.
Encouragingly, two new Chinese editions
will be available in 2003 - one for the
mainland the other for the overseas

Chinese population. There is a growing
v1s1on for sending out I 00,000
missionaries from China.

Literature Work in the Philippines
Brian Ellis
With the help of Evangelical Press in the
UK, Evangelical Outreach, a literature
wholesale distribution work was begun in
1978. Since that time thousands of Godhon ouring books have been distributed in
the Philippines. The work has been
largely self-supporting. During the year
prior to the overthrow of Marcos in 1986
when all foreign currency transactions
were restricted, Evangelical Press was
extremely helpful and paid our bills until
eventually the restrictions were lifted.
Three years ago there was a massive
devaluation of the Philippine peso. From
P26 to I US dollar it sank to over P50 to
1 US dollar. Thus books doubled in price
overnight. That, coupled with the
econo mic slowdown and the continual
rise in the purchase price of books has
meant that for the first time sales have
greatly declined and we are no longer
covering our overheads. In fact we are
losing about £1 ,000 (US$1,500) per
month in the literature work. Obviously
that cannot continue.
We are extremely thankful for publishers
li ke EP and !VP who are offering us runon prices for books when they are
published. Other publishers like Banner
of Truth has been particularly generous in
di scountin g. Grace Publications Trust are
beginning a progranune to help the third
world. However we still have to import
Bibles and books from major US
publishers at Western prices.

Jonathan and Adele Holdt. Jonathan is pastor of the Hillcrest Baptist Chuch, Natal, South Ajhca.
In the editorial he reviews the book on Contemporary Christian Music by Dan Lucarini.

A newly published report on the
Philippines states that the population of
the Philippines is now 80 million and
claims that 40% (32m) are living in
poverty. The report quotes the National
Statistical Co-ordination Board as saying
last year that 4 in I 0 Filipinos lived on
less than 38 pesos a day (the poverty
threshold set by the government). Thirtyeight pesos is just under 50 pence, or US
75 cents. The minimum wage which
many sadly do not receive is about £3.50
a day (US $5.25). Clearly there is very
little money to buy books.
Reformed Baptist churches have come
into being in the Philippines as a direct
result under God of such books corning
into the hands of key people whose lives
were radically changed. Currently we are
seeing men moving away from an
extreme Charismatic position to embrace

the doctrin es of God 's sovereign grace. A
Pastors' Book Fund has been established
to get books into the hands of key men.
Earlier this year we gave away almost
£2 ,000 (US$3 ,000) worth of books at our
Pastors ' Co nference attended by an
average of 168 men each day.
Please pray that good God-honouring
literature will continue flow into such
countries as the Philippines.

Ba, Fiji
A report by Vijay Chandra
For the last ten years we have laboured
with Hindus on the right and Muslims on
the left.
Here in Ba, where there is a homogenised
form of Islam, the Muslims are open to
the gospel and they agree with the

majority of teachings in the Bible except
the deity of Christ. As Christians, should
we be discouraged when we feel we are
getting nowhere? The answer is an
emphatic 'NO ' . For to be discouraged
regarding ministry is to be as fatalistic as
Muslims are. Salvation belongs to God
and his grace is irresistible. We have met
fonner Muslims both in Fiji and abroad,
who are now fine Christian brothers and
sisters, praise God!
The basic belief of Hindus includes the
plurality of gods, deities, forces of nature
etc. This leaves them in the practical
predicament of which god or gods to
worship, and how. It is not surprising that
they are confused and apathetic to the true
God and the Bible. Being spiritually
bankrupt leads Hindus to a situation
similar to that of the ancient Hebrews,
when 'every man did what was ri ght in
his own eyes ' before the office of king
was instituted by the Lord.
As a church, we have made a strong
impact within the Hindu community. The
majority of our congregation were
formerly Hindus, believing in many gods.
It is much harder to present the Word to
Muslims who do believe in onl y one
deity. The real mark of total conversion is
that they destroy all their idols, idolatrous
scripts and pictures. Even in the face of
persecution from family and friends,
when such a conversion has been made
by a Hindu, he or she remains steadfast in
the faith .
As pastors, preac hers, or ministers, are we
entitled to be discouraged by lack of
success? Absolutely not! We are called to
be faithful in the preaching and teaching
of the infallible Word of God.

Sicily

Andrea Ferrari, C P Aperta, Succ. 2,
93100 Caltanissetta, ITALY
Almost every Saturday we give two to
three hours to the distribution of
evangelistic literature and to witnessing
as the Lord opens opportunities. Last
September we distributed almost 1000
copies of Which Way to God? in Italian
(published by Evangelical Press) and in
December we posted a letter on the
incarnation of our Lord to the same
number of families in the neighbourhood
of our meeting place. We plan to follow
up with a Newsletter to these families
every three months.
On January 13 we had our first Missions '
Day. I gave a paper on the life of David
Brainerd. A special offering was collected
to be sent to a missionary in Turkey.
As for the publishing ministry of Alpha &
Omega, we are more and more
encouraged. Beside hav ing gained about
60 new subscribers to the Pastoral
Review, during 2001 w printed 8 new
books . The Warfield titl es have demanded
much careful and exhausting work. We
translated, revised and edited for the
printer almost I 000 pages of first-rate
Calvinistic theology.
We organised two conferences in order to
prese nt the Warfield titles, one in Naples
(South ltaly) at the end of November and
one in Padova (North
Italy). The
conferences went very well. In Naples
there were around 220 people and in
Padova 120 people attended. We sold a
large quantity of books at both. We are
also very encouraged because the weekly
newspaper of the Waldensian churches,
which is called Riforma, has published a
report on the two confer nces and plan to
publish a review of our books.

20~!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!~!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!~!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!~~!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!!1!!!!!!1!~

For the Chief Musician
Nico van der Walt

We are so used to the introduction.for the 'ChiefMusician 'to many psalms that
we hardly ever notice it. But behind this single Hebrew word we find the
.fascinating world of the songs of praise and worship emanating from the
people of the covenant at the time of David and Solomon, and even afterwards
when all went well for Israel on the religious front. And so, as is true of
everything in the Bible, we can learn important lessons from this.

David's Zeal for God's Praise to be Sung
1. One of the new things David established in the life of the covenant people
is an emphasis on united and well-ordered praise of the Lord.
Songs of praise, or psalms, were not unknown before David 's time. Consider
the songs of Moses and Deborah (Ex 15: 1-21 ). These however were unique.
David established a new place for poetry and music in the people's worship of
the Lord. Without a doubt he had been a poet, a singer and a musician from
his youth. This we glean from the Psalms. We also know that as a youngster
he played the harp for King Saul in the palace (I Sam 16: 16, 23).
Shortly after David became king in Jerusalem , he fetched the ark of the
covenant from the home of Abinadab. This turned out to be a splendid, festive
procession with the whole oflsrael participating. 'David and the who le house
oflsrael were celebrating with all their might before the Lord with songs and
with harps, lyres, tambourines, castanets and cymbals ' (2 Sam 6:5).
Again, when they went to the house of Obed-Edom to fetch the ark a second
time, more festivities took place (2 Sam 6: l 2b- l 5). I Chronicles 15 tells of
the scale of this event and how orderly it was. On this occasion David 's song
'Praise the Lord' was sung for the first time (1 Chr 16:7-36).
1 Chronicles 16:41 -42 informs us that musical worship continued in an orderly
fashion in the tabernacle.

2. David 's great vision was to build a temple for the Lord. This was not to be.
He was disqualified on account of having been involved in wm~ bloodshed
and violence. His son Solomon was privileged to fitlfil his father's dream (1
Kings 5.·3; J Chr 22.·6-10).

This however did not deter David from doing as much preparation as
possible for the event. His vision of the temple agreed with his exalted respect
for the majesty of God . In sp ired by his exalted view of the majesty and glory
of Jehovah , he planned with astounding zeal. He said , 'My son Solomon is
young and inexperienced, and the house to be built for the Lord should be of
great magnificence and fame and splendour in the sight of all the nations .
Therefore I will make preparations for it' (1 Chr 22:5). David gathered
building materials and prepared these according to plan. This ' building fund'
to which he contributed vastly reached fabulous dimensions (!Kings 7:51;
1Chr 22: 14-16). In addition, he gave Solomon direct instructions and
encouraged the leaders oflsrael to support his son in the building of the temple
(1Chr22:17-19).
David organised the 38,000 Levites with a view to their future service in the
temple (1 Chr 23: 1-23). 4,000 singers were organised to praise the Lord with
the musical instruments provided for that purpose (1 Chr 23:5; 2 Chr 7:6). It
is evident that these singers had already been involved with this function in the
tabernacle during the reign of David (l Chr 6:31-47). 288 of these Levites
played an especially prominent role in praise to the Lord (1 Chr 25). They
comprised the families of Heman, Asaph and Jeduthun (also called Ethan).
The three men had 24 sons and each was a leader of a group of 12. The 24
groups 'performed their duties according to the regulations laid down for
them' (I Chr 6:32) so that praises to the Lord would never be silent in the
tabernacle or the temple .
We note well that the 24 groups were responsible for singing the praises of the
Lord and furthermore they were responsible for leading the congregation in
song. They used a variety of instruments and sang. In contemporary terms they
would be designated as orchestra and lead ingers. In 1 Chronicles 25 , stringed
and percuss ion instruments are mentioned. In the Psalms wood and copper
wind instruments are also mentioned (Ps l 50).
These musicians were no amateurs. They were ' trained and skilled in music
for the Lord' (1 Chr 25:7). This was their permanent vocation and these men
were clearly satisfied with nothing but excellence in their ministry. Also

noteworthy is the fact that they are said to have prophesied while making
music (v 1-3). Here are two exegetical possibilities. Either the lyrics of the
songs were given to them by the Holy Spirit, or the music itself was inspired.
The first interpretation is not to be discounted. Remember Asaph was the
author of some of the Psalms. The second possibility is preferable. The
words 'for the Chief Musician' are relevant: David composed psalms for these
Levitical music groups. Under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he provided the
lyrics for many of these songs of praise. The musicians composed melodies,
also under the guidance of the Holy Spirit which not only carried the words of
the lyrics, but gave expression to the emotional value of the words (2 Chr
29:29-30).

3. David's rules about worship as detailed above, were adopted as normative
by future Icings who were serious about serving the Lord with all their heart.
During the reign of the child-king Joash, the priest Jehoiada made a covenant
with the people, that they would be a people to serve the Lord. This included
'singing' in the temple 'as it was established by David ' (2 Chr 23:16-18).
During the revival under King Hezekiah, the king 'stationed the Levites in the
house of the Lord with cymbals, with stringed instruments and with harps,
according to the commandment of David ... for thus was the commandment of
the Lord by his prophets' (2 Chr 29:25-26). He commanded 'the Levites to
sing praise to the Lord with the words of David and of Asaph the seer' (29:30).
During the last revival of the kingdom of Judah when they returned to the
ways of the Lord, David 's instructions for worship were restored (2 Chr
35:4,15).
After the exile respect for the way David established worship can once again
be seen in Ezra and Nehemiah 's re-establishment of the order. At the laying
of the temple foundations , the priests praised the Lord with trumpets and the
Levites with cymbals 'according to the ordinance of David king of Israel'
(Ezra 3:1 0-11). Under Nehemiah a premium was put on praising the Lord
'according to the command of David the man of God' and 'with the musical
instruments of David ' (Neh 12:24,36,45). Why did they find this to be so
important? Verse 46 has the answer: 'For in the days of David and Asaph of
old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to
God.'

Practical Conclusions
I preface these conclusions by pomtmg out that the leadership of every
independent church has responsibility for music in worship. Each eldersh ip or
leadership group or perhaps pastor must safeguard thi s department. There are
many esteemed church leaders who have succeeded in encouraging music
which does not irritate the young people by its antiquated character, while its
contemporaneity is composed so as not to offend conservative taste. The best
answer to pressure to go in the pop direction (see editorial) is to have well
rendered and inspiring music. That of course is easier said than done! Every
church is limited to the skills ava ilab le. Some are rich in talent and others less
so. If pastoral problems tlu·eaten the membership because of arguments over
music, then the leadership may prefer to shelve potential ways to improve the
music. 'Keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace ' (Eph 4:3).
The prefaces to the Psalms indi cate fl ex ibility and di versity. We cannot simply
dismiss the question of music by declaring that it all had to do with the
ceremony of the Old Testament which is now abrogated. Of course the whole
Levitical system of priesthood and sacrifice is fulfil led in Christ and hence
abrogated. But singing and music are not abrogated. We sing as we journey
through this wilderness and w hen at last we arrive in Zion, we will surely be
amazed at the glorious music that we w ill find there (Rev S :9). I be!ieve Luther
was right when he said that music is second to theo logy.

1. Praise and worship are important.
To the Christian nothing is mo re fundamental than to glorify our Triune God.
This David understood very well. Throughout the Scriptures no trouble was
considered too costly to do justice to worship. Spiritual leaders saw music and
song as an integral part of worship and an important channel for praise.
This is an example to us. According to Ephesians 5:18-19 psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs issue from fullness of the Holy Spirit. Notice that melody
comes from th e ' heart' and is the means by which we sing ' to the Lord' (Col
3:16).
We reject the concept of formal istic and ceremonial liturgy. We reject too
music and song in the worship serv ice which is sensual.

2. Involvement of the vvhole congregation is essential.
Whoever has breath in the congregation - adult or child - should sing the
Lord's praises. David 's song groups served to lead the people in songs of
praise. They composed new songs and taught them to the congregation.
Instruments and voices combined to render praise to Jehovah.
Rejection of choirs and instruments for accompaniment by some is in my view
an over-stretching of the regulative principle, and most probably an
oveneaction to wrong practices elsewhere in the churches. In fact, if we learn
from David, singing in our worship services would improve dramatically!
It is my view that there is biblical wanant for choral recitals and solo singing
in the worship service of the congregation, provided these are God-centred
and objective directing our attention upward and away from man. That is the
pattern in Scripture and it is the only worthy pattern (1 Cor 14:26).

3. Order in our worship is important.
We should not follow the same form every Lord's Day. Variety is important.
We should avoid predictability. There should be a freshness and vigour in
every service. Preparation should be thorough so that everything is done in
order and everyone in the congregation has assurance that there is an order
which is easy to follow. The preaching of the Word must be primary and
nothing in the service must be allowed to detract from that. The proportion of
time allotted to the different parts of worship must be controlled so that there
is no infringement on the time for preaching.

4. The lyrics of our songs are important.
Songs of praise directed to God should have content - biblical content. We
worship God in spirit and truth (Jn 4:19-24). The lyrics of our songs have a
direct influence on our faith . They aid us in vocalising our deepest beliefs and
emotions. Hymns with a solid biblical content assist a congregation in the
ways of righteousness and biblical integrity.
Sadly much contemporary 'renewal music ' is a serious step backwards. A
neglect of doctrinal truth, man-centred obsess ion with emotional experience,
and shallowness of content is unfortunately prevalent.

We should note that occasional repetition in the Psalms is used to reinforce
meaning. This is entirely different from singing a chorus over and over again
so that it becomes childish and puerile.

5. The music of our songs is important.
Music is one of the most wonderful gifts of God. Of course, the words of our
songs are more important than the music. The music is merely the vehicle to
convey the words to the Lord 's throne. But beautiful melodies greatly enhance
singing. lt is difficult if not impossible to worship from your heart if you are
distracted by discordant music.
We also have to guard against being so entranced by the captivating melodies
or beautiful music that we are emotionally carried away and lose the meaning
of the words. Moreover, when we are over-familiar with the words our
thoughts may wander while we heartily sing along. We need disciplined
concentration when praising the Lord.
This writer has never been able to understand or appreciate the beat generated
in some circles about the use of musical ins1rnments in worship, especially in
the light of the orchestral diversity and richness fo und in the Old Testament.
As long as a particular congregation finds it edifying, and worship takes place
in spirit and truth, in principle any instrument or combination of instruments
is acceptable. And if a church desires to sing a choral rendering - and is able
to do so - surely that is in order.
Clearly it is a matter of cultural preference and ability. It is an enormous
advantage to travel to different nations and be exposed to a wide diversity of
language and culture. The principles expounded above are basic. Every
congregation must dedicate itself, whatever its circumstances, to the
wholehearted praise of God. Here in Africa the indigenous people are born
with music in thei r hearts and harmony in their movement and voices; they do
not need instruments. But this cannot be sa id of all cultures. A.s to insisting
that a pipe organ, and that alone, is the legitimate instrument to accompany
worship - say in tribal Africa - is ludicrous .
'How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to praise
him - sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music to our God on the
harp' (Ps 147: I and 7).
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My Testimony

Nico van der Wa lt.

I was born in 1945 in Middelburg in the Cape Province of Dutch stock, but
already in the 9th generation in this country. So I am an Afrikaans-speaking
African. I attended services twice every Lord 's Day and at 16 was accepted as
a full member of the church but at heart I was a thorough Pharisee.
Once I had matriculated I proceeded as was the custom then to military
training. My choice was the South African Navy. My academic career began
when I studied at Stellenbosch University for B.Sc.; B.Eng. (Civil). This was
followed by five years working on some of the major water and tunnel projects
in Southern Africa and four and a half years as Senior Lecturer in Engineering
at Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education.
In 1970 I married a fellow Stellenbosch student, Sonia du Toit. We have four
daughters. At the age of 28 there came a truly radical change when I was
converted to Christ. 18 months later Sonia was converted. Now we were ready
to start all over again .. So, at the age of 30 I went back to university
(Potchefstroom) to study theology - 6 years of it.

From the very beginning of my studies I was uneasy with the dead orthodoxy,
hyper-Calvinism and the presumptive regeneration views of my church. My
family were in the strict Calvinistic wing of the Dutch Reformed Church of
South Africa. During the sixth and final year ( 1981) I became convinced of
believer 's baptism. We resigned from our church and were baptised. After that
we were drawn into the Charismatic Movement. [ started a Charismatic
Church with a few friends in Potchefstroom. Within two and a half years we
grew to 90 members. With a very able leadership in place I was free to accept
a call to plant a church with about 10 people in the Vaal Triangle about 60 km
south of Johannesburg, in 1984. It grew into a vibrant and happy fellowship
but charismatic in orientation.
During the 1980s [ gradually grew in my faith and understanding of God's
Word, and with it my disillusionment with the Charismatic Movement
increased. It all came to a somewhat hectic and painful climax in 1990, when
Sonia and I, jobless and income-less, were forced to think through the ABC of
our faith again . In the Lord's goodness we were then in the Cape Peninsula.
After 6 months of soul-searching, praying, reading, thinking, and many tears,
we found ourselves joyfully within the Reformed fold . We needed
employment and this came when I was asked by Operation Mobilisation to
join the staff of the Andrew Murray Centre for Prayer, Revival and Missions
in Wellington, Cape, where my main task during 1991 was to give Bible
teaching to their young missionary trainees. Some of these have developed
strong Reformed muscles.
Towards the end of 1991 the Vaal Triangle Church asked us to return to pastor
them again . I warned them about our change of convictions, but being in
desperate trouble they insisted on our corning back. From the beginning of
1992 I immediately began laying Word-based, God-centred, Christ-focused
foundations in the church. There were all sorts of reactions, from tears to
white-hot anger, but I knew exactly where I was going and was totally
resolute. After about 3 years of preaching, teaching and numerous intense
meetings, the church was ready to adopt the 1689 Baptist Confession and to
change its name to Antipas Baptist Church. Recently this changed once more
to Antipas Reformed Baptist Church.
Since 1994 I have been a frequent lecturer at the Lynnwood Ridge Bible
School (LRBS) in Pretoria and si nce 1998, at Magalieskruin Bible School.
These are Dutch Reformed institutions and reach great numbers of people,

about 600 per year, including over a hundred correspondence students across
the country. Through my contacts I came to see that Pretoria needed an
Afrikaans Evangelical Reformed church where Word-based , God-centred and
Christ-focused expository preaching would be the order of the day. I started
praying about it and during 1997 one family wrote me a letter asking Antipas
to start a similar church in Pretoria. After a month 's prayer, I shared this with
my fellow-elders, and we soon grew in our conviction that it was the Lord's
will for us to plant a church there. At that time Erroll Hulse visited us, and his
encouragement helped us to take the next step in faith.
In January 1998 we obtained the use of the Nuwe Hoop school hall in Ashlea
Gardens, Pretoria. We printed and distributed in the surrounding area 26,000
pamphlets, and on 25 January we started with evening services. Attendance
was encouraging from the beginning.
For some months I would preach on Sunday mornings in the Vaal Triangle,
travel 130 km to Pretoria in the afternoons, and preach there in the evenings.
stay over and visit people on Mondays, often lecturing at LRBS on Tuesday
mornings and evenings, returning home on Wednesday mornings. The first
Pretoria members, about a dozen and a half, were welcomed towards the end
of April J 998 though independence as a church came much later.
The Pretoria work continued under the oversight of the Vaal Triangle elders.
On 7 March 1999 we welcomed Johannes de Koning, an ex-DRC minister in
his mid-thirties who had come to Reformed and baptistic convictions, to
minister in the Vaal Triangle. The next Sunday, 14 March , we started with
morning services in addition to the evening service in Pretoria. The coming of
Johannes to the parent church had cleared the way for Sonia and I to move to
Pretoria and on 1 July 1999 we took possession of our present home in Malan
Street, Riviera, Pretoria.
The hall in Liberty Life Place, a fine office block in Hatfield, Pretoria was a
wonderful gift of the Lord. Just the right size, hospitable and attractive, it gave
us, as a fledgling church, many wonderful hours of fellowship. From the very
first day, 23 May 1999, many enthusiastic visitors helped to fill the place,
especially in the evenings. But the morning services continued to grow and
ultimately overtook the evening services early in 2001. It was clear that our
beloved little hall in Liberty Life Place had grown too small. After a time of
seeking we came across a hall in Queenswood, just the right size, well

situated, but dilapidated. It had not been in regular use for years , and belonged
to an orphanage. Much work needed doing but we were able to move in May
2001.
At the moment we have a membership of about I 50. Last year we had the
privilege of baptising 29 brothers and sisters, and this year we baptised 28 and
will DV, shortly baptise more. We have 6 full-time elders and one of our
deacons is also full-time. We are able increasingly to reach out to the
unbelieving community around us. Our members are eagerly involved in local
hospital visitation and outreach to the poor in our city. We have recently been
joined by Bruce Button (see report in RT 189 of his recent ministry in Sri
Lanka). With Bruce who is theologically qualified, we are planning to develop
an academy for theological training and currently exploring with
Potchefstroom University the possibility of accreditation. Another
theologically qualified pastor, Jacobus de Koning (brother of Johannes) from
Windhoek, Namibia has accepted a call to this church. We expect him and his
family in October.
We are a comm itted member-church of the Refo rmed Baptist Association of
South Africa, ascribing to The 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith. I am an
enthusiastic member of the Spurgeon Fraternal in which about 30 men from
all over the country meet three times a year for 3 days of prayer and fasting .
In particular we still treasure our very close relationship with the church in the
Vaal Triangle. We also live in close fellowship with two English-speaking
Reformed Baptist Churches in Pretoria.
As partner of the Vaal Triangle church, we are very much involved in Antipas
Media, a ministry of writing, publishing, printing and distributing literature,
audio-tapes and CD-roms countrywide and beyond. We also have a sizeable
web-site (http://www.reformed.org.za) and have launched a video and DVD
ministry. Our full-time editor is excellent and a new colleague, Alex van der
Merwe, who has had more than 10 years missionary service, has now joined
us in Pretoria. He is a godly man, technically well qualified and experienced
and gives most attention to video ministry and the web-site.
We are privileged to be able to suppoti missions and local Christian workers
and help with their training, while being always conscious of our limited
strength and the absolute necessity of glorying only in the cross of our Lord
Jesus. If there is any merit it is solely because of grace. We press forward in
faith - 'If the Lord wills, we shall accomplish much for him.'
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Review Notes
Bill James.

A number of new commentaries and
other works on the Old Testament have
appeared recently which are of interest
to preachers.
First, it is good to welcome not one but
conservative
evangelical
two
commentaries on the book of Exodus.
John Currid's first volume of his study
commentary appeared in 2000 (reviewed
in RTl 76), and now volume two
work
(Exodus,
completes
his
Evangelical Press). As with volume one,
we are grateful for Dr Currid's
scholarship presented in a way which is
simple and accessible for the preacher
who knows no Hebrew. Each verse is
commented on in turn, and at the end of
each brief section there is application.
The intention is to edify as well as
inform.
The second commentary on Exodus is
by John Mackay
also highly
recommended
(Exodus, Christian
Focus). Like Currid, Mackay is
conservative in his approach (for
example, both teach the perpetual and
universal application of the ten
commandments).
His
occasional
sections of 'Reflection' are helpful oases
of practical and theological application.
This commentary is not as tightly bound
to the somewhat rigid verse-by-verse
format of the EP volume, and seems to
have a little more space for theological
as well as textual comments.

IVP has launched a new series - the
Apollos Old Testament Commentary and Deuteronomy and Daniel by J G
McConville and Ernest C Lucas
respectively, are the first volumes
available. These are substantial works,
engaging with modern academic
scholarship and generally coming to
conservative conclusions. The layout is
similar
to
the
Word
Biblical
Commentary series: for each section
there is a translation of the text, notes on
the text, a section on form and strncture,
commentary and explanation. However,
these Apollos volumes manage to avoid
getting bogged down in as much
technical detail as the Word series. So,
while being scholarly, they have at least
one eye on the preacher.
These Apollos commentaries provide a
thorough treatment of the text and, given
the relative scarcity of good evangelical
commentaries on the Old Testament, are
set to emerge as standard texts. They are
valuable reso urces; however the
preacher should be cautious about
purchasing such volumes without also
having other works in his library with
more space for theological and practical
reflection so vital for sermon
preparation.
Sinclair
Ferguson's
commentary on Daniel in the Word
Communicator Commentary series is
highly recommended as such a resource.
On Deuteronomy, Raymond Brown's
volume in the Bible Speaks Today, IVP
series,is helpful.

There are two new additions to th e Bible
Speaks Today series which are well
mentionin g.
N umbers
by
worth
Raymond Brown and Ezekiel by
Christopher Wright are valuable tool s
for
the
preacher.
Th e
Word
Communicator Commentary volum es
on these books are also warml y
recommended - Numbers by James
Philip and Ezekiel by Douglas Stuart.
Dale Ralph Davis ' commentaries on
Joshua and Judges are classics
(reviewed in RT 179). No w it is good to
welcome hi s new commentary on I
Kings, The Wisdom and the Folly,
Christian Focus. His commentaries on
1 and 2 Samuel are also av ailable from
Christian Focus. The author has a clear
grasp of both the te xt and of
contemporary scholarship, yet presents a
commentary which is not only readabl e
but witty, and sharp in application. The
commentary chapters are each littl e
sermons , with headings read y-made.
The section on Jeroboam's golden ca lves
is entitled ' Bootleg Religion ' and its
three headings are: The Need for False
Religion , The Subtl ety of Fa lse
Religion , and The Stupidity of False
Religion. It is almost too tempting for
the preacher to follow this pattern rather
than preach hi s own sermon! But these
books should not be restri cted onl y to
preachers. They are ve ry helpful
commentaries for the general reader and
for devotional use.
It is a brave man who decides to preach
through the book of Job systematicall y,
verse by verse. A topical approach may
be more judicious, and help is at hand
with the publi cation of Now My Eyes

Have Seen You by Robert S Fyall , IVP
in the NSBT series. This book began life
as Fyall 's doctoral thesis; it is carefully
reaso ned and intera cts with wider
scho lars hip. Ho wever, it avoids the
failing of be ing too academically
detailed; th ere is real hel p here for the
preacher, not least in the thematic
o rgani sation of material. Chapter
headings include ' An advocate in
heaven?', 'The tragic Creator ', 'The
raging Sea ' and ' The Shadowlands'. In
each case relevant material throughout
Job is brought together in a helpful way
and related to other parts of Scripture.
Fyall remind s us of the central
importance of the heavenl y court before
which the whole drama unfo lds ' ... the
book is not so much about suffering per
se as about creati on, providence, and
knowing God ... ' p 190. He sees
behemoth as a fi g ure of death, and
leviathan as a representation of Satan.
Speaking of thematic studies, Geoffrey
Grogan bas produced a th eology of the
Psalms, Prayer, Praise and Prophecy,
Christian Focus. The first section is an
introduction to the Psalms, then the next
treats its great th emes. The third section
helps us w ith th e grand design of the
Book of Psalms - its structure and the
message of each of books 1-5. The final
section points to the glorious fulfilment
1n
Chri st and Ne w Testament
interpretation. There is much in this little
volume of 330 pages ; the shor1 chapters
are often stimulating a nd edifying,
pro viding
both
info rmation
and
inspiration fo r the preacher.
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