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front cover and picture above. Stephen Nowak, seen here engaged in street evangelism, 
is pastor of Montpelier Place Baptist Church, Brighton (see news about Sussex on page 
10). Stephen engages in this work every Saturday and sometimes twice a week, open 
for six hours at a time. He is assisted by one or two others. The work is very rewarding. 
There are many heart to heart conversations especially with young people and 
students. Overseas students including students from China are often keen to know 
about the gospel of Jesus Christ. Not infrequently Stephen is able to counsel bewildered 
charismatics starved of biblical preaching and teaching, and frustrated because of the 
impossibility of living by signs and sensations. The photos were taken by Ken, a young 
Japanese student who is learning English. 
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With regard to the subject matter of the ed itorial readers will be encouraged to know 
that the proposed legislati on to outlaw incitement to rel igious hatred has been 
abandoned before the General Election. Thi s legislati on was strongly opposed by 
groups like the Christian Institute, the Barnabas Fund and the Lawyers Christi an 
Fellowship, as well as by many Members of the House of Lords. If the present 
Government is re-elected it is probable that further attempts will be made to push 
thi s unpopul ar legislati on through. 



Editorial 

Impending battle for freedom of 
speech 

Pastor Brian Robinson in his article 
Homosexual Revolution describes a 
battle that was fought in San Francisco 
and battles that are unfolding in 
Canada. The same kind of pressures 
leading to battle are much closer in the 
United Kingdom than most believers 
realise. I suggested recently that if all 
one million evangelicals in the UK 
stand firm and are sent to prison 
together it would cause considerable 
logi stical problems for our liberal 
Government. 

The Christian Institute based in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, England, 
maintains an excellent ministry of 
contending for the faith. E mail 
info @ ch r is ti a n.or g . u k 
The director is Colin Hart. Baroness 
Cox is the patron. 

John Benton, editor of the monthly 
paper Evangelicals Now, attended a 
meeting on February 12 at the King 's 
Centre, Chessington in Surrey, for a 
meeting sponsored by The Christian 
Institute. About 800 people gathered. 
John Benton 's report follows. 

The meeting concerned what amounts 
to the imminent suppression of freedom 
of speech by the Government in 
England and Wales. This has come 

through the Government 's religious 
hatred legislation which was driven 
through the House of Commons on 
February 7 with very little debate, and 
has now gone to the House of Lords for 
its second reading. 

The title of the meeting was 'Gospel 
freedom in jeopardy ' . It was stressed 
that as Christians we are against all 
religious hatred, but we must seek to 
protect freedom of speech in our 
country. Colin Hart made the first 
contribution in which he emphasised 
the importance of the issue. We seek to 
love our enemies. But the legal 
definition of hatred is being twisted. To 
tell someone that we maintain their 
beliefs are wrong is not to hate them. 
Such an idea would preclude all public 
debate on all topics , not just religion. 
Neither is it hating anyone to tell them 
they need a Saviour any more than it is 
to raise an alarm because you think 
there is a fire. The meeting was then 
introduced to Daniel Scott from 
Australia. He has already been 
convicted of religious hatred via similar 
laws in the State of Victoria, through 
conducting a seminar for Christians 
about Islam in Melbourne on March 7 
2002. Havi ng been convicted by an 
Australian judge, he still awaits 
sentence. Daniel was born in Pakistan 
in 1951. His parents were Christians 
living in a predominantly Muslim 
country. He is gifted and used to lecture 



in mathemati cs in the Uni vers ity of the 

Punjab. Whil e a lecture r in Pakistan in 

1986 th e strin gent Is lam ic an ti
bl asphemy laws were brought in , and 
he was pressured to convert to Is lam, 
but refused , believi ng th at salvat ion is 
onl y found 1n Jesus Chri st. A 
bl asphemy charge was brought against 
him and threats to kill him were made . 
He fl ed to Australia where he changed 
hi s Pakistani name to Danie l Scott. He 
now lectures in maths in Austra li a and 
cannot now re turn to Pakistan . 

On trial Dani e l sa id he had read the 
Qur 'an many times , and with hi s 

experience of shari a law first hand he 
had g iven se min ars in churches in 
Austra lia concerning the M uslim faith. 

He said tha t most M us Ii ms were 
ordin ary, peaceable people who o ften 
have not read the Qur ' an, and do not 
ac tu a ll y understand its full 

impli cations. He encouraged us a ll not 
to hate but to love Muslims. In hi s 
se min ars he had g ive n mainstrea m 
critic isms of Is lam which had been 

made by many other people on iss ues 
such as jihad and the Muslim attitude to 
women. Three Australi an converts to 
Islam had attended the meetings in 
March 2002, made notes and report ed 
back to the Is lami c Counci l of Victoria 
(lC V). who brought the charges . Daniel 
was foun d guilty o f re li g ious 
vilification. 

However, he be li eves by natura l justi ce 
he is innoce nt. With out any ha tred 
towards Muslims. he s im ply presen ted 
fac ts. Ros Phillips. from the Fes ti val of 
Light in Australi a, late r he lped us to 
understand what went on at the tri a l. as 
she and Dani e l answered questi ons put 
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by Colin Hart. Most worry ingly, it was 

ex.pl ained that Dani e l had no t been 

a llowed to quote fro m the Qur 'an to 
d fe nd himself, as the prosecutors sa id 
that his accusers fo und it offens ive fo r a 
non-Muslim to quote fro m the ir holy 
boo k. H av in g dec ided on a g uilty 
ve rd ic t, the judge asked hi s Muslim 
accusers what they thought should be 
inc luded in Dani e l's se ntence. Though 
it is no t certain yet, it is believed that 
they have asked , among other things, 
fo r the suppression of the tapes of 
Daniel 's semin ar, and the suppress ion 
of a ll tran scripts of the trial. This wo ul d 
make it imposs ible fo r any outside r to 
come to an objective view concerning 
Daniel's guilt o r innocence. 

What is pe rilous is that these are the 
kinds of laws whi ch may soon be seen 
in our land. But what is proposed by the 
Govern ment is more dangerous than 

the s ituati on in Australi a. Down under 
these things are matte rs of c iv il law: 
here, the Government intends them to 
be matters of c riminal law, carryi ng a 

maximum sentence of seven years in 
pri so n. Whereas the Government may 
inte nd suc h laws to bring about 
re lig ious harmony, they are ac tu a ll y 
li able to st ir up re li g ious hatred. 

We are heading fo r a s ituati on in which 
fa ir co mment abo ut re li g io n ca n 
beco me a criminal offence. As Mark 
Mull ens from the Lawyers' C hristian 
Fe ll owship po inted out to the meeting, 
t hi ~; is true because the Government 's 
legis lati on is so loose ly worded. C lause 
122 of the Seri ous Organised Cri me 
and Po li ce Bil l. in which thi s legis lati on 
is inc luded, spea ks in terms of hav ing 
regard to all the c ircumstances, the 



The TNIV 
The full-Bible edition of Today 's New 
International Version (TNIV), was 
released in February by Zondervan in 
the USA, and in March by Hodder & 
Stoughton in the UK. The TNIV is an 
updated version of Zondervan ' s 
famous New International Version 
(NIV), for many years the best selling 
Bible translation. There are a number 
of changes from the NIV, designed to 
reflect modern E nglish usage and 
increase clarity and understanding. 
However, one of the main differences 
is a move to ' inclusive language.' 
That is, many words referring to the 
male gender are changed to include 
the female gender- 'they' instead of 
' he,' ' parent' instead of ' father,' and 
so on. One example of the changes 
(Psalm 8:4) is criticised by Dr Wayne 
Grudem of the Council on Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood (CBMW): 
CmTent NIV: What is man that you 
are mindful of him, the son of man 
that you care fo r him? T IV (2005): 

words, behaviour or material likely to 

be heard or seen by any person in 

whom they are likely to stir up racial or 
religious hatred. Mr. Mullens said that 

as it stands you can be found guilty of 
inciting religious hatred . even if you 

didn 't intend to incite hatred and even if 

no one was incited to hatred. All that 
matters is that it was likely. And, of 

course, it is a very subjective matter to 

decide whether or not something was 
likely. Hopefully, the legislation will 

find much common sense opposition in 

the House of Lords. What do Chri stians 
want? Some people might say that if 
Christians are fo r freedom of speech 

What are mere mortals that you are 
mindful of them, human bei ngs that 
you care for them? Change in 
meaning: The singular 'man' meaning 
' the human race ' is changed to plural 
' mere mortals,' wrongly removing 
the sense of unity of the human race 
(the Hebrew is singular). The Hebrew 
singular ben which means 'son' and 
the singular adam which means ' man' 
are incorrectly translated with the 
plural ' hum an beings,' removing 
masculine meani ng, and thus 
removing the tit le 'son of man,' 
which Jesus often used of himself. 
(The TNIV also incorrectly removes 
'son of man' when thi s verse is 
quoted in Hebrews 2:6.) . In its 
concern to communicate with a 
politicall y-correct generation, the 
TNIV has misrepresented God 's 
words. Further articles and resources 
on the TNIV are available at 
www.cbmw.org/resources/tni v 

then they should not have complained 
about the BBC's broadcasting of Jerry 
Springer - the Opera. But if they do not 
want the BBC to screen such things, 
w hy aren' t they in favo ur of thi s 
Religious Hatred Bill? 

What Chri stians (and probably most 
fair-minded people) want, is something 
that perhaps cannot be wri tten clown in 
a law. We want tolerance and free 
speech wi thout the threats of lawsuits 
and violence, but fo r that freedom to be 
used for reasonable and considerate 
debate, and not to be abused as an 
opportunity for outrageously offending 
other people . 
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News 

Banda Aceh 

Indonesia 

The Middle East Reformed Fellowship (MERF) report confirms that in the 
tsunami aftermath it is clear that the most severe suffering has taken place 
in the northwestern part of the island of Sumatra. Aceh is renowned as 
fiercely intolerant of Christianity. In 2003 many churches in Aceh's capital, 
Banda, were burned down or demolished by militant Muslims. Three 
remaining church buildings are guarded by armed Indonesian police. 
Gathering at one meeting place is a strong Reformed congregation. 
MERF's Indonesian partners along with other indigenous brethren are 
carrying on a work of mercy through this congregation as well as a daughter 
church in Nias. Severe post-tsunami earthquakes have devastated Nias. 

Iran 

About 90 million people in Iran , Afghanistan and Azerbaij an speak Farsi 
which is the modern Persian language. Due to Islamic influence Farsi is 
written in Arabic script. Over 30 percent of its vocabulary comes from 
Arabic. When Ayatollah Khomeini overthrew the Shah of Iran he turned 
Iran into an Islamic Republic. Khomeini sought to purge Iran of all other 
religions. 44 church leaders were martyred and at least 2,000 who 
converted to Christ were murdered. This ruthless regime has resulted in 
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deep revulsion. There is widespread disillusionment with those guilty of 
such terrible persecution. Today most Iranians are no longer committed to 
Islam. Many have turned to Christ in Iran and a powerful work of 
conversion continues. Several million have fled Iran. The effect of this is 
seen in many churches in the UK. For instance here in Leeds on a Sunday 
morning it is not unusual to note that twenty percent of the congregation 
are Iranian. They use Farsi Bibles while they are assisted throughout the 
service by a Persian born translator. 

CHINA ~ 
Henan 

Province 

China 

Is it not easy coming to terms with the vastness of China 's 1.3 billion 
population. OPERATION WORLD describes the 29 provinces one by one 
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and it is an inspiration there to read of developments which confirm the 
claim that 'the growth of the Church in China has no parallel in history ' . 
(OW page 161). The overall situation is complex. For instance there are 
574 unreached people groups in China and they occupy 67 percent of the 
landmass. The central province of Henan has the largest population (95 
million). Outreach from Henan churches has been extraordinary but there 
is at the same time the multiplication of extremes and deviant sects 
because of lack of biblical doctrine. Since 1999 persecution has increased. 
Separate from these issues is the outbreak of fighting. The secular press 
reported in November last that martial law was declared in Henan because 
of civil war between Muslim Hu i and Han Chinese villagers. There are one 
million Muslims in Henan (20 million in the whole of China). Those 
caught up in the conflict in Henan are dismayed because up until now the 
groupings have lived in peace wi th each other. The fierce enmity that now 
prevails has not been known between these two groups, at least not in 
living memory. 

There are serious implications ansmg out of the conflict between the 
Muslims and the Han Chinese. Those who imagine that it will be 
straightforward to evangelise the twenty million Muslim minority in China 
are mistaken. It will take work of the highest quality to break through the 
prejudice and the barriers exacerbated by the cleavage that has developed 
in Henan. 

USA 

Heritage Baptist Church, Owensboro, Kentucky, began about 32 years ago 
in a humble way. A hired building was used for their services. Then the 
assembly procured their own property and bui lt to accommodate not only 
the usual church activities but a Christian school as well. Growth has been 
steady. Several years ago missionary endeavor was begun in the island of 
Cuba, a work which has prospered wonderfully. Both assembly and 
school have grown which has led to further building to provide adequate 
accommodation. There is room for about 250 students. This Christian 
school is highly esteemed by the local community. 

More recently a further enterprise has been launched by way of provision 
for theological and ministerial education. The school is designed to 
prepare men for the preaching and pastoral ministry. While worthy 
academic standards will pertain , it is spiritual excellence that is aimed at 
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Heritage Baptist Church, Owensboro, Kelltucky 

which relates directly to the local church. It is seldom that men are trained 
in seminaries in such a way that their learning is related to the reality of 
people in all their personal needs, and the ordering of local church life. 

This new ministry is called the Midwest Center for Theological Studies. 
The board of directors consists of well-known reformed Baptist pastors, 
Dr. Tom Ascol (who recently spoke at the Carey Conference in England), 
Ted Christman of Heritage Baptist Church, Tedd Tripp, Richard Barcellos, 
Salvador Gomez, Drs Fred Malone and Sam Waldron who is also one of 
the pastors at Heritage Bapti st Church and who leads in the academic side 
of the seminary. Heritage Baptist Church is presently raising funds for a 
new sanctuary seating 675 as well as a spac ious facility to house the 
Midwest Center. The needs of this project are as enormous as its potential. 
Accommodation is planned, seven state-of-the-art classrooms, a spacious 
library, offices, student lounge and bookstore. This project is worthy of 
our prayers and practical support. Those who desire information can use 
the website WWW.HBCOWENSBORO.ORG 

Cuba 

For the last several years the leaders of Heritage Baptist Church in 
Owensboro, Kentucky have concentrated on a mini stry to churches on the 
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island of Cuba. As contacts and invitations have increased so the work has 

intensified. Personal relationships have been established and cultivated 

with pastors in particular. Besides teaching conferences there have been 
opportunities to introduce and expound the doctrines of grace. The 

doctrine of church government has been in short supply in Cuba. This has 
been recognized by some Cuban pastors. Several churches on the island 

are now solidly reformed while others are moving in that direction. Pastor 

Keith Maddy, one of the pastors at Heritage Baptist Church, has been 
working very closely with seasoned pastors and churches in the 

Dominican Republic to plant biblically-ordered confessional churches in 
Cuba. He testifies that it has been a privilege to be used in the 

establishment and ordering of such local churches in La Havana, in the 

metropolitan townships of Guanabo, Parraga and San Antonio de los 
Bafios. 

The standard of living in Cuba is well below what we experience in the 

West. The wife of one of the Dominican pastors recently accompanied her 
husband on his visit to Cuba and devoted herself to ministry among the 

women. The following two paragraphs written by her give us a window 

into just how different it is to live in a poor country. 

'I do not think their children have the same view of toys as we have. I 
bought some cookies and crackers in one of their local shops (you can buy 

with US dollars). I asked for a trash can to throw away the wrapping paper, 

but the pastor's wife asked me to please save the papers for her children 
who love to play with them. ' 

'At the suggestion of one of the pastors ' wives, we brought them coloring 
books and pencils. While my husband was packing I questioned the 
wisdom of including many pens and little stuffed animals. He said, "Wait 
' till you get there." I soon learned that to bring these simple things were 
like Christmas Day for the kids. To them a pen is a precious commodity.' 

A vital ministry into Spanish-speaking Cuba has been reformed literature. 
Books are precious and none more valued than those which assist pastors 
in their ministries. This is not easy as there are limitations as to how much 
can be carried in. 
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Dr Sam Walciron and Pastors Ted Christman and Keith Maddy 

The blessing experienced by Heritage Baptist Church in the open doors in 

Cuba has come as a result of consistent persevering work. Pastor Maddy 

is especially thankfu l for the pri vilege of working as a servant to the godly 

and gifted Latino pastors in the D.R. It is ideal to concentrate on one 

mission field and build foundations with gold, silver and precious stones 

that will endure (I Cor 3 ). 

Sussex, England 

(report by editor) 

In 1959 a call for help was posted by Miss Win Perry, the one remaining 

· member of Zion Baptist Chapel , Cuckfield, Sussex to the Brighton 

Tabernacle, where the well-known Benjamin Warburton was pastor. The 
deacons at Brighton responded. Stanley Hagwood took the lead by 

building up the Sunday School and engaging in house to house visiting in 

the village. In 1962 I received a call from a congregation to be part-time 
pastor. Subsequently the church was reconstituted and began to grow. In 
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1967 I was constrained to leave the position of business manager of the 

Banner of Truth and take on the pastorate full -time. In 1984 I left to take 

on the pastorate of a city church, Belvidere Road, Liverpool. Subsequently 

in 1987 David Elli s became pastor, and he was followed by the present 

mini ster, David Sprouse, in 1997. Cuckfield has always encouraged 

church pl anting at home and abroad. The latest enterprise is the planting of 

a church at Hurstpierpoint, situated about mid-way between Brighton and 

Cuckfield. Hurstpierpoint Evangelical Church had become reduced to a 

small number, mainly older ladies, and asked for help from Cuckfie ld and 

from the Haywards Heath Evangelical Free Church. Young Chris Bulled 

had worked full- time alongs ide Dav id Sprouse for about three years , and 

last year, under the direction of Cuckfield , moved to take on this new work 

in Hurstpierpoint, a village of about 5000. The Haywards Heath church 

has seconded elder David Ashdown to work alongside Chris. 

In the meantime there have been changes at Brighton Tabernacle. The 

Borough Council bought the centrall y placed church building, and 

provided the cash for the church to build a new building about 900 metres 

away. The church is now called Montpeli er Place Baptist Church. In recent 

years the church has strugg led. Church members have grown older. 

Numbers have decreased,. However, last year Stephen Nowak an-ived as 

pas tor. He leads street evangeli sm outreach for five or six hours every 

Saturday, with the result that the church is stirring with new life. Pastor 

Nowak (3 1) who is married to Georgian- born Angela and has two young 

chi ldren, be lieves in reformed expos ito ry preaching of a ro bust 

evangeli stic character. Even though the Montpelier Place church is stil l 

limi ted in its strength , he has pioneered a suburban work where there is no 

evange lica l testimony. Thi s is Hollingdean, a suburb of about 6,000. 

School premi ses are hired fo r thi s work. When I preached there recently, 

about 35 were in attendance and about 55 at Montpelier Place in the 

even ing. I sensed the powerfu l presence of the Holy Spirit in these 

assembli es. Brighton has the reputation of being the sin (homosexual) 

capi ta l of the UK. The best pl ace to do street evangelism is next door to 

the gates of hell (see fro nt cover and fron t inside cover). 

IO!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!•~!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~!!!!!ll!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!~ 



The Uniqueness of the Church 

Editor 

In his first letter to Timothy Paul explains why he has given instructions for 
the appointment of elders and deacons. 

'! write to you so that you may know how you ought to conduct yourself in the 
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth ' ( 1Tim 3: 14-15). 

In the 2 1st century there is an ever increasing call for Christians to fund 
humanitari an organisations at home and abroad. These are very worthy causes. 
We see terrible scenes of starvation on our TV screens and with them come 
urgent appeals to fund relief agencies. In addition there are many very worthy 
missionary organisations as well as Bible colleges and seminaries which need 
to be funded. For in tance the Missionar)1 Aviation Fellowship is essential to 
serve remote churches which are isolated in desert or mountainous places . 
Think too of the Wycliffe Bible Translators serving to bring the Bible to the 
peoples of the world . These are wonderful agencies. In addition there are 
University Chri sti an Unions which perform valuable work to uni te and 
encourage Christian students while they are at college or university. But none 
of these organisations should ever replace churches, for they alone represent 
the body of Christ on earth. 

We must never lose sight of the fact that there is only one organisation that is 
in the very centre of God's purpose. That is his Church which Christ bought 
with his own blood. Jesus promised, 'I will build my church and the gates of 
hell will not prevail against it ' (Matt 16: 18). 

The Church of Christ is utterly unique. Every believer on earth is required to 
give total allegiance by way of active membership and practical support to his 
or her local church .. 

The text printed above is one of many which describe the uniqueness of the 
local church. It is the on ly place where the living God guarantees his 
residence. Of course there are churches which have forsaken the Bible and so 
God has forsaken them and Ichabod (meaning the glory has departed) is 



written over them. In this exposition I have in mind assembli es which for all 

their weaknesses and deficiencies form the body of Chri st on earth , assemblies 

where the leaders and members are stri ving to be fa ithfu l to the Bible. 

Observe from 1 Timothy 3: 15 five ways in which a loca l Chri sti an church is 
unique : 

1. It is a spiritual household - a family of those call ed to be saints 

( 1 Cor 1 :2) 

2. It is an ordered household with elde rs and deacons - see context l 

Timothy 3 

3. It is the house of the living God 

4. It is the pillar of truth 

5. It is the fou ndation of the truth 

1. The church is a spiritual household - a family of those called to be 
saints (1 Cor 1:2) 

In the tex t the metaphor of a house (oikos) is used, but thi s is not a physical 

fabric. It is not a building. The fact that it is the place where the li ving God is 

po ints to the reality of family members. The nature of these fa mily members 

is well descri bed in 1 Corinthians I :2. Note what Paul says there. He addresses 

a loca l church which is at Corin th. The word church (ekk/esia) means those 

ca ll ed out of the world . This call ing is specific. It is a call to be holy which 

means separate from the world and pure in life and conduct. Paul declares 

furthermore that thi s separation is into union in Christ: 'sanctifi ed in Christ 
Jesus' . 

While church membership is vis ib le inasmuch as we are in unity with a local 

church it is a lso uni versal because Paul reminds the Corinthi an be li evers that 
they are also one ' with all those everywhere who ca ll on the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ' . We can stretch our minds to think even more widely than unity 

with all true Chri sti ans on the face of the earth. In fac t we are one with a ll the 

universa l Church as desc ribed in Hebrews 12 :22-24. We are united with all 
those who have di ed in Chri st and whose perfected spirits are now in heaven. 

We are one with a ll God 's people from the beginning to the end of time. 

We awa it the great day of resurrection when the completed number of 
beli evers of all generations will make up the bri de of Chri st, the new 

Jerusalem (Rev 2 1 :2). 



Until that time we operate in a tangible way as we join with and work together 
with God 's family in a local church. In doing so we must always remember 
that the local church is the place of highest privilege. We are a family of 
brothers and sisters. We are the sons and daughters of God. We are the family 
of love. God is love. The three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit are a 
family of love. We are called into that family. Hence the baptismal formula of 
the Trinity. The Triune God is a Trinity of love. That is why there is the great 
stress on loving one another. Jesus elevates thi s requirement of loving each 
other to an abiding ever-present commandment (Jn 13:34). The apostle John 
confirms this imperative of love in his first letter and suggests that in this way 
we can be assured that we are true believers. 'We know we have passed from 
death to life, because we love our brothers' (I Jn 3: 14). 

Luke describes the behaviour of the first members of the church following the 
day of Pentecost. He says, 'They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, 
and to the fellowship, to breaking of bread, and to prayer ' (Acts 2:42). When 
Christians meet they bond by way of sharing. They will meet too for the 
Lord's Supper and they will gather for prayer meetings. 

There is a closeness in all thi s which is described in different ways. For 
instance: 'We who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others' (Rom 12:5). 'In him the whole building is joined together and rises 
up to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built 
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit' (Eph 2:21,22). 

The words translated 'joined together ' (Eph 2:21) are a feeble translation of 
the text which asserts that believers are closely knit together. In order to 
describe this closeness Paul makes up his own Greek word used nowhere else, 
namely sunarmologoumene which means 'closely compacted together '. 

The importance of every member working together for the advantage of all the 
others is well illustrated by an event in 1630 when John Winthrop ( 1588-
1649), later to become governor of the Massachusetts Bay Company, led a 
small group of colonists to the shores of North America. As his ship the 
Arabella sailed across the Atlantic, Winthrop stood on the deck and charged 
his followers to establish a new kind of Christian community. This was his 
appeal: 

'We must knit together in this work as one man, we must entertain each other 
in brotherly affection - we must uphold a familiar commerce together in all 
meekness, gentleness, patience and liberality, we must delight in each other, 
make others' condition our own, rejoice together, mourn together, labour and 



suffer together, always having before our eyes our commission in the work, 

our community as members of the same body ; so shall we keep the unity of 

the Spirit in the bond of peace, th Lord will be our God and delight to dwell 
among us.' [Quoted in Perry Miller and Thoma H Johnson, The Puritans, two 

vols., New York: Harper, 1963, 1:197-198]. 

Now it is all very well to be closely compacted together but what about 

considerable differences of race and culture and of social status? Paul reminds 

us that we are now all one in Christ. He declares , 'There is either Jew nor 

Greek, slave nor free, male nor female , for you are all one in Christ Jesus ' (Gal 

3:28). This diversity is confirmed by the vision of the great assembly of the 

saved recorded in Revelation 5:9, 'With your blood you have purchased men 

for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.' 

Internationalism is an increas ing phenomenon in Chtistian churches. In 

London, England, in Jakarta, Indonesia, and in many other great cities there 

are churches in which many nationalities are represented. These differences in 

character form a diversity which reflects the glory of Christ. While different 

peoples war and fight each other and often despise each other, Christ unites 

different peoples in a unity of love. Jesus said, 'By this all men will know that 

you are my disciples, if you love one another ' (Jn 13: 15). And Jesus prayed, 

'May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent 

me ' (Jn 17:23). 

I will look in more detail at differences as follows: diversity of personal 

character, diversity of spiritual development and growth, and diversity of 

spiritual gifts. 

(i) Diversity of personal character 

Increasingly across the world churches consist of all kinds of people drawn 

from different races and different cultural backgrounds. God puts us together 

with a variety of people. He puts us with people we like and people to whom 
we may find it very difficult to relate. He puts us together with people who fit 

our comfort zone and people who do not. There are many reasons for this. One 

just referred to is that the unity of Ch1ist's Church is displayed. I have been 

in churches where converted Jew and Arabs worship together. I have often 

visited a church in South Africa where Indians, Zulus and Europeans in about 

equal proportions are united in worship and purpose. 



(ii ) Diversity of spiritual development and growth 

The Church not onl y consists of diverse peoples but indi viduals diffe r greatly. 
Some are weak believers and others are strong. Some may be phys ically 
handicapped. Some may suffer from an impoverished under-privileged 
background. Some may have the adva ntage of uni versity while others have 
hardly any education at all. Lack of education does not mean lack of spiritual 
discernment. Sometimes those with li ttle academic training have a sharper and 
better grasp of Christian doctrine. Our Lord chose fi shermen to be hi s apostles . 
Academi a can be an advantage and it was so with the apostle Paul. Members 
of an average church represent all phases of spiritual growth. Some are babes 
in Chri st while others may have many years of experi ence and are full of 
spiritual maturity. Some may have sinful tendencies which cause pain to the 
members. There are sins like the sin of pride that takes time to mortify. We 
must always remember that the Church is the arena of prog ress ive 
sanctification. 'If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honoured, every part rejoices with it' (1 Cor 12:26). If a member of a church 
backslides that causes tremendous concern to the strong members. 

The graces of faith, love, humili ty, gentl eness and so on, are learned. Also we 
are put together with others of holy character so that our sinful propensities 
can be challenged and mortified. In every church we have to discourage little 
groupings. Students in one little group, mothers in another, the elderly in 
another. The di vers ity of a chu rch is part of her glory. We must not choose to 
associate onl y with those we like and avoid others whom we do not like or 
with whom we may have less in common. We who are united to Christ have 
Jesus in common and that is like say ing we have eternal life in common 
because he is eternal life (1 Jn 1:2). The li ttle clique mentality must be 
discouraged in the local chu rch. Do you go out of your way to talk to those in 
the church who are opposite to you in nati onali ty and background? 

J David Hoke of New Horizons Community Church, New Jersey, is on the 
mark when on hi s website he wri tes as fo llows: 'Our behaviour impacts every 
other believer in the household. We need each other. I need you and you need 
me. You need what I have in God and I need what you have in God. When we 
hold one another at arm 's length then the whole church suffers - when we open 
up to one another, become involved even when it is uncomfortable, and share 
our li ves with each other, then the whole church is buil t up. Unless we see the 
church as the household of God and ourselves as related to every other 
believer, we are not seeing the church biblicall y. But when we do, and when 
we surrender to that way of life, then we will beg in to experience life on a new 



level. Jesus call ed it abundant life. Abundant life is not abundant unless it can 
be shared.' 

Pastor Hoke continues: 'I am not talking abou t having close friends, but about 
becoming exclusive, about not sharing your life with others. Who do yo u think 
you are that you have a right to hold your brothers and sisters at arm 's length? 
Don ' t you reali se that God has composed the church so that each member 
needs every other member'l What makes you so special that you can both 
deprive yourself and others of this needed interaction? You may mistakenl y 
think that you don' t need it, but what about others who need you?' 

(iii) Diversity of spiritual gifts 

Romans 12:3-8 

1 Timothy 3 describes the qualifications of elders and deacons and that in itself 
is a reminder that there are different gifts in a church. In several places in the 
New Testament a wide diversity of spiritual gifts is described. These have to 
be recognised. Most of them fu nction naturally but they need to be recognised 
and encouraged. One of the responsibili ties of teachers and preachers is to 
'prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ can be 
built up ' (Eph 4: 12). 

2. The church is an ordered household with elders and deacons - see 
context 1 Timothy 3 

Jesus appointed apostles who in turn left the Church with the permanent order 
described in the Pastoral Letters, namely elders and deacons. 

The context in which we find the text 1 Timothy 3: 15 is one in which Paul 
specifies how the leaders are to be recognised. He describes the qualifications 
essential for elders and deacons. The local church is the only organi sation on 
earth that has spiritual leaders in these two categories, one to teach and 
shepherd and the other to minister to the practical needs of the church. The 
recognition of elders and deacons can only come about as a consequence of 
spiritual family life in the assembly of the living God. As believers grow in 
grace and knowledge together so the gifts given by the Holy Spirit to 
individuals develop and function increasingly and so are to be recognised. 
Those who are called and qualified and recognised by the membership are set 
aside for office. 



Every organisation on earth has an order. An army has generals and officers in 
different ranks. Professional sporting teams have managers, coaches and 
captains. Businesses have boards of directors and managers. The local church 
is unique inasmuch as it has elders and deacons. Different spiritual gifts are 
given to all the members as is suggested in Romans 12:3ff. 

Flexibility is important in large churches where there may be several full-time 
elders/pastors and perhaps a dozen or more part-time elders. Ideally all the 
gifts should be used to the best advantage of the church. Likewise in a 
diaconate responsibilities must be delegated and the diaconate must work in 
unity as a team. 

Care must be taken to avoid the idea that some can be brought into the church 
from the outside and serve as staff and thereby miss the searching 
qualifications required by !Timothy 3. The Church must not tolerate two sets 
of standards, one biblical and the other worldly. There is alarm in the UK that 
the Government will pass anti-discrimination legislation which will deprive 
churches of the freedom to use their own credentials for employment within 
churches. Secular people do not understand, still less accept, spiritual 
principles. It is vital to maintain the separation of Church and State and for the 
churches to resist intetference of the State in the internal affairs of the Church. 

Paul insists that the women 'are to be worthy of respect, not malicious talkers 
but temperate, and trustworthy in everything ' ( 1 Tim 3: 11). There has never 
been agreement among exegetes as to whether the word women (gunaikas) 
refers to the wives of the elders or to deaconesses. We can surely agree 
however that all workers in the church must pass this spiritual test of 
I Timothy 3: 11. These character tests are basic and essential for the 
government of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

The elders are to oversee the ordinances of baptism and the Lord 's Supper. 
These two ordinances are unique to the churches of Christ. They do not belong 
to any organisation outside the Church and no individual has the right to 
administer these ordinances in his own name. 

It is a disaster when a church ignores the requirements and qualifications for 
elders and deacons stipulated in 1 Timothy. Many instances can be described 
of extreme trial and sorrow which have followed when these tests have been 
ignored. I will describe one. The elders of a church were warned not to call a 
pastor on the basis that he had been guilty of adultery. The objections were 
over-ruled on the basis that there had been repentance and forgiveness. The 



outcome was calamitous for that church. In the space of three years the 
congregation declined from about 200 to 50. Then that same sin was repeated. 
That pastor re-offended. Much damage was caused. The qualifications 
stipulated in 1 Timothy 3 are imperative. They do not describe brilliance. 
They concern holiness of life and a disciplined lifestyle. 

3. The church is the house of the 'living God' 

Here I concentrate on the description ' li ving' given to the name of God. 

If during the time of the exodus a seeker had asked, Where can I find the li ving 
God, the creator of the heavens and the earth? - that enquirer could have been 
pointed to the camp of the Israelites. There in the middle of the camp of the 
twelve tribes was the tabernacle. Over the tabernacle was the pillar of cloud 
and of fire signifying the presence of the living God. All other gods were dead 
idols. The surrounding pagan peoples worshipped graven images that were 
dead. These images could not see, or hear, or speak. In contrast to dead idols 
Jehovah was described as the living God. He is alive to hear our prayers. He 
is alive to save us from our sins. He gives new birth to dead sinners . He 
sustains hi s people with spiritual li fe. Hence he is called ' the sp1ing of living 
water ' (Jer 2:13). 

The marks of a true church are fa ithful preaching of the Bible, godly worship, 
di scipline in the membership and the ordinances of bapti sm and the Lord 's 
table. But these marks must be li ving. In other words they should be full of 
spiritual vitality. We worship God in spirit and in truth. If the living God is not 
present, worship becomes fo rmal and dead, an empty ritual. 

When we come together for worship, fe llowship or prayer we sense the 
presence of God. The Triune God is alive among us. The concluding verse of 
the prophet Ezekiel is in the form of a signpost pointing to the New Jerusalem. 
The sign says , THE LORD IS THERE. 

The presence of the living God among hi s people is predicted by the prophet 
Zechariah. 

'Shout and be glad, 0 daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live 
among you,' declares the LORD. ']\/[any nations will be joined with the LORD 
in that day and will become my people. I will li ve among you and you will 
know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you ' (Zech 2:10-11). 



'For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will Jive with 
them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
people"' (2 Cor 6:16). 

The local church is the place of expository preaching, the place where God 
imparts life to the unregenerate. We know that sinners can be brought to life 
anywhere (Rom 10:5-13) but in the majority of cases it is under the preaching 
and application of the Word that sinners are brought to life (James 1: 18). 'God 
was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who 
believe' (1 Cor 1:21 ). 

The church is the place where the Holy Spirit accomplishes his work of 
regenerating soul s and building them up, preparing them for the world to 
come. The church is where souls are fed and nurtured. It is the place of 
spiritual renewal. It is where we meet with the living God. In this way the 
church is unique. 

4. The church is the pillar of the truth 

Jachin and Boaz were the names given to the two free standing pillars in the 
forecourt of the Temple. They were placed there for beauty as a reminder to 
all architects of the importance of aesthetic beauty, but we are reminded of that 
text in Romans 10: 15 , 'How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
tidings.' Magnificent is the gospel of good news which brings salvation. It is 
the privilege and responsibility of every local church to hold high the saving 
gospel of Christ. The local church is to propagate the gospel by holding high 
the only truth that can save. In this way the church is the pillar of truth. 

It is fascinating that the text which follows comes in the form of a verse of a 
hymn. 

He appeared in a body, 
was vindicated by the Spirit, 

was seen by angels, 
was preached among the nations, 

was believed on in the world, 
was taken up in glory (v 16). 

Many suggestions have been made as to how best to understand thi s verse. 
Perhaps the best way to appreciate this gospel statement is to note that it is 
both celestial and terrestrial , heavenly and earthly. The Messiah came from 



heaven and returned there being witnessed by angels. Lines one and six 
describe his corning from heaven and his return to heaven . Lines two and three 
go together as a celestial testimony to his glorious incarnation. The Holy Spirit 
came on him at his baptism and he was filled with the Spirit without measure 
in his ministry. Angels attended him in the wi lderness and in Gethsemane. 
Lines four and five go together because they describe the achievement of his 
ministry in this world. 

Verse 16 is an example of a succinct gospel statement. The Bible is full of 
materials which lend themselves to gospel preaching. Every Bible-based 
church should be like a beacon of light set upon a hill telling out the good news 
of salvation for sinners, guiding them to the necessity of repentance of sin and 
inviting them to faith in Christ. In that way a church is a pillar of the truth. 

5. The church is the foundation of the truth 

There is a vital connection between the pillar of the truth and the foundation 
of the truth. The good news of the gospel is to be held high on the pillar but 
that can only be a reality when there is a foundation upon which the pillar 
stands. We need a whole Bible. That is our foundation. As Jesus said, 'If you 
continue in my Word then you are my disciples indeed. ' 

By calling the Church the foundation (hedraioma) of the truth Paul is 
declaring that the Bible is entrusted to the Church. The Bible is the basis of 
the truth. The Bible is different from all other writings because it is inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. In 2 Timothy 3:16 we read that all Scripture is God
breathed. How did the early Church recognise which books were inspired and 
infallible and which not? The answer to that is that the Scriptures are self
authenticating. They bear the marks of perfection and when put together 
complement each other. The word we use to describe the inclusion of 66 books 
into one book is 'canon ' . 

The canon of Scripture has been entrusted to the Church in the sense that it is 
the Church which is to preserve and defend the Scriptures. The manner in 
which this is facilitated is by a Confession of Faith. The Confession defines 
the nature and sufficiency of Scripture. The Confession of Faith is not 
infallible like the Bible. Rather it is a help which defines the major doctrines 
of the Faith and when rightly us d it protects the Church from unfaithful 
ministers. If an elder denies the Bible or teaches contrary to the truths as 
outlined in the Confession then he must resign his office. Instances have been 
known of churches losing their way in doctrine and then members discovered 



that their church was committed to a Confession of Faith. That assisted them 
to get the church back on track. 

The trust to maintain , defend and teach the Bible belongs to the local church 
and not to any other organisation. At times in Church history Bible seminaries 
have become heretical. Damage of the most destructive kind has been done 
when men have submitted themselves to unbelieving academics who have 
systematically undermined their faith in the Bible. These damaged men have 
then gone out and served to destroy the churches with liberal anti-evangelical 
teaching. Jude and 2 Peter 2 anticipate the entrance into the Church of those 
who deny the basic doctrines of the faith. 

There is a gulf between the Roman Catholic Church and Bible-believing 
churches because the RC Church teaches that all authority for life and practice 
rests on the Bible plus tradition. Many traditions which have no basis whatever 
from Scripture have been added. Human tradition makes void the Word of 
God (Matt 23). These traditions impede the return to the principle of sofa 

scriptura in the Church of Rome. 

Application 

Every Christian should esteem it the greatest honour and privilege to be a 
church member and every Christian should serve to the best of hi s or her 
ability as a zealous church member. 

Excuses are often made for not integrating with a local church. Some become 
spiritual gypsies. They wander from church to church and avoid commitment 
to any one church. There are some professing believers who live like robbers. 
They are like thieves who fill their cars with fuel at a petrol station and then 
drive off without paying. In other words they take the blessings of worship 
services for granted but never take on the responsibility of membership. They 
never become co-workers with the members of a local church. 

A popular excuse is to point to the defects of churches. Of course it is true that 
churches are often weak and defective and little wonder if able-bodied 
believers withhold their loyalty. Some can tell of horror stories when things 
have gone badly wrong in a church. The famous author Philip Yancey uses his 
journalistic genius to describe horror stories about churches. Sadly he has a 
chip on his shoulder about churches that are so 'wide ' that a hundred ton truck 
could be driven through it ! However the New Testament does not fail to reveal 
that churches, such as the one at Corinth, can fail miserably in both doctrine 
and practice. The answer is 'repair not despair'. In revealing the faults of the 



seven churches of Asia Minor our Lord does not forsake them. He counsels 
them gently and urges them to repent. Only Laodicea is severely warned to 
repent (Rev 2 and 3). 

Every church needs to have a Constitution and a Confession of Faith . The 
Second London Baptist Confession of Faith ( 1689) is ideal. Such a Confession 
is vital for the future. There are Confessional Baptist churches in England 
which have continued faithfull y for over three centuries. Bradford-on-Avon is 
an example. 

Church business meetings have often been the source of offence as mal
contented members tend to use that meeting to voice their grumbles. Church 
business meetings should be well prepared and no business allowed other than 
that which has been agreed by the elders. There should be a firm but fai r 
chairman to make sure that everything is done decently and in order. The 
members must be reminded that it is the greatest offence to use bad speech and 
so offend and cause ' little ones', that is young believers , to stumble. 

Helpjitl books. 

Wayne Mack and David Swavely. Life in the Father's House, 210 pp, 
paperback. Presbyterian and Reformed. Highly commended. 

Philip Ryken. The Communion of the Saints - Living in Fellowship with the 
People of God. 230 pp, paperback. Presbyterian and Reformed. A practical 
and helpful book but the author slips in infant baptism as presumptuous 
regeneration which is se1ious error (p 37). 

Eric Wright. The Church - No Spectator Sport. 424 pp, paperback, Evangelical 
Press. The storm of controversy surrounding the so-called 'charismatic gifts' 
obscures less controversial gifts such as faith and mercy, as well as speaking 
gifts such as encouragement, or servi ng gifts such as hospitality. The author 
extracts biblical principles about spiritual gifts so that we can understand them 
and seeks to show how crucial the non-spectacular gifts are in local church life 
and encourages us to make fuller use of them. 

Sola Scriptura. The Protestant Position on the Bible. Soli Dea Gloria. 280 pp, 
paperback. This is a symposium of seven very useful expositions some of 
which explain the relationship of the Bible to the Church. The chapter by John 
MacArthur refutes the false claims o:f the Roman Catholic Church which adds 
tradition to the authority of the Bible. 
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Homosexual Revolution 

Brian Robinson 

We are all familiar with the words: 
'Coming to a theatre near you.' Of 
course, the coming attraction could be 
a 'must-see', or ignored altogether 
depending on your inclinations - we 
have that freedom. And as a free man I 
often ignored the 'come on' just as I 
ignored the homosexual revolution 
that was taking place in other parts of 
the world. I assumed that such things 
could not happen in steady, 
conservative Canada and in particular 
Toronto, once known as 'the good'! I 
was wrong, and for ignoring the 
warnings I and others would pay a 
high price. 

Some years ago I read a fascinating 
account of a young preacher's 
confrontation with the homosexual 
community. Pastor Charles Mcllhenny 
and his wife Donna had moved to San 
Francisco to take charge of a small 
Orthodox Presbyterian church in that 
city, in 1973. Ironically, it was the 
same year the American Psychiatric 
Society was bullied by the 
homosexual community into 
removing homosexuality from the list 
of mental diseases. This was one of the 
first steps in causing homosexuality to 
be accepted in society as normal 
behaviour rather than abnormal. 

As the psychiatric convention took 
place in the same city as the newly 

appointed pastor, the effects were felt 
almost immediately. Pastor Mcllhenny 
interviewed a young man , who 
claimed to be an evangelical Christian 
for a position of organist in the church. 
To Pastor Mcllhenny 's consternation 
he later learned that the young man 
was a practising homosexual. A 
private visit did not resolve the 
difficulty, and as a result , Pastor 
Mcllhenny, following God-ordained 
and biblical sanctions, removed the 
young man from his post. This simple 
act of faithfulness unleashed a torrent 
of lawsuits, opposition from local and 
state governments, and threats to him 
and his family. In fact, on one 
occasion in what Mcllhenny called 
good old 'God bless America' , his 
house was firebombed, and he and his 
family barely escaped with their lives. 

But San Francisco was a long way 
from staid Canada, 'the true North 
strong and free', and thus I slept on. 
Mcllhenny's cogent warning that what 
happened to him could, and probably 
would, happen to all who seek to be 
faithful to God's revealed truths in 
these matters seemed, well, unreal. As 
he shared with us in his book, 'We're 
writing this as a wake-up call to a 
sleeping Church. Either the Church 
wakes up and gets involved in society 
at large, or we face incredible 
persecution at the hands of individuals 
and governments who hate the God of 
the Bible and want His people and 
message destroyed from the earth once 



and for all ... Either the Church 
becomes militant in its opposition to 
sin, and aggressive for ri ghteousness 
and healing, or we will see the 
collapse of our entire culture into a 
hedonistic nightmare - with deadly 
consequences for millions. ' 1 

Pastor Mcllhenny was right, and I was 
wrong. Shortly after reading his book 
(printed 1993) I experienced the sad 
effects of the revolution in my own 
pastorate in London, Ontario. The 
mayor of our city was fined by a 
Human Rights commission for not 
recognising a 'gay pride day ' . The 
Judea/Christian dam of ethical purity, 
common sense and human decency, 
that I had so long depended on, had 
definitely sprung a leak. I 
immediately, like Hans Brinker of old, 
ran to the wall and 'stuck' in letters to 
the editors to prevent the leaks from 
becoming a flood. 

Unfortun ate ly, the majority of 
churches and their pastors were fast 
asleep, or like the Levite in the parable 
of the Good Samaritan, were ignoring 
the issue in hopes that it would all go 
away. The silence of the mega 
churches was ominous for those of us 
who had begun to stir out of our 
slumber. As Pastor Mcllhenny would 
soon learn , the opposition to hi s stand 
was not onl y from without but from 
within: 'When I first went,' he wrote , 
' to visit those pastors and elders I 
naively assumed they would welcome 
me with open arms and gladly help me 
with the financial burden. I was 
wrong. It galled me to think I had to 
defend my position on homosexuality 

amo ng brethren of like-minded 
theology, and that many of those in the 
reformed tradition were hostile to 
me.' 2 

In our great 'Dominion ' of Canada, 
attacks on churches and individuals 
have already begun. Mr. Scott 
Brockie, a pri nter by trade, politely 
refused to print homosexual material 
because of his strong commitment to 
Jesus Christ. As a result he found 
himself brought before the Human 
Rights Commission of Ontario and 
fined five thousand dollars and told to 
write an apology. He continued to 
stand his ground and has been in and 
out of court. This has brought him near 
bankruptcy. The Prime Minister of 
Canada, Paul Martin, (I refuse to call 
him honourable) has made it clear that 
he will promote the homosexual 
agenda and advance gay maniages , on 
the grounds that he is defending 
minority rights. One wonders what 
ever happened to the rights of the 
majority. This is not a legitimate claim 
by a minority to justice and equal 
protection under law but a crusade by 
the depraved to undermine family, 
faith, children, thousands of years of 
natural law and human decency. 

Shortly after his election as the head of 
a minority government (2004 ), he 
appointed two women Supreme Court 
Justices who are radical feminists, and 
who had made it clear in lower court 
rulin gs that they support a redefinition 
of marriage as it now stands. And in 
case anyone doubts the court activism 
in this regard, one only needs to read 
the remarks of the newly appointed 



Judge, Rosalie Abe lla, 'The judiciary 
has a different relationship with the 
public. It is accountable less to the 
public's opinions and more to the 
public interest. ' 3 The words are 
frightening and totalitarian as they 
assume that a small number of 
unelected bureaucrats know what is 
best for the welfare of the public. The 
passing of bill C-250 now makes it a 
crime to speak against homosexuality 
in the media or to call the same a sin. 

Every year, in our city of Toronto, 
there is a ' gay pride parade' that leaves 
nothing to the imagination and is 
attended by tens of thousands. Parents, 
wi th little sense of right and wrong, 
bring children to observe the overt 
sexual antics of the unashamed and 
uninhibited. One brave police officer 
said, 'If these things were done by the 
heterosexual community there wou ld 
be censure and judicial prosecution. ' 
Recently an advertisement in a 
Saskatchewan paper, quoting biblical 
verses against homosexual behaviour, 
became an issue for a heavy-handed 
judicial ruling that condemned the 
Bible (or parts thereof) as hate 
literature. It is clear that not on ly the 
Bible but those who preach Scripture 's 
censure of homosexual practice will 
soon face the full force of state 
censure. 

Given the clear trends of advancing 
homosexual militancy what can be 
done? Certainly, we need to be 
prepared to suffer as good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ and, as in any warfare 
with spiritual darkness, we can expect 
casualties . Further, we need to assess 

the situation and make certain we are 
as up to date as possible with the latest 
trends whi le being absolutely clear 
and unequivocal as to what the Bible 
teaches on this subject. The Scriptures 
are plain, despite desperate attempts to 
read them otherwi se, that 
homosexuality is a perversion of 
God's gift of sexuality inherent in his 
creation of Adam and Eve. 
Unfortunately, in rejecting the first 
three chapters of Genesis we are 
plunged into a miry pit of relativism 
that brings confusion and ultimately 
frustration as man seeks to remake 
himself in his own image rather than 
God's. No longer is there an 'ought' by 
which society seeks to measure up but 
simply an 'is ', that is, if it exists it is to 
be considered a legitimate part of 
human behaviour. The result is that all 
manner of what was once considered 
perverse, even unthinkab le behaviour, 
has become mainstream, tolerated, and 
worse, promoted as not only 
acceptable but a superior way of li ving. 

Nor will it do to play the Jesuit here as 
Mcllhenny found out when he was 
compelled to discipline his recently 
hired organist. He met with the local 
Synod after the news of his being sued 
by the disgruntled emp loyee. The 
Synod agreed that a practising 
homosexual should not have an office 
of any kind in the church but, 
'Mcllhenny could have found other 
grounds for dismissing him rather than 
the contentious issue of a homosexual 
lifesty le .' 4 Such cowardly 
circumlocutions deserve outright 
contempt and dismissal from those 
called to mirror Christ in the world. 



What is at stake here is the very 
foundation of marriage and fam ily to 
say nothing of civilisation itself A 
plain reading of God's Word reveals in 
no uncertain terms God's own 
thoughts concerning homosexual 
activity and lifestyles . The passage in 
Leviticus 18:22 which states, 'Do not 
lie with a man as one lies with a 
woman; that is detestable,' can hardly 
be more forcefully put. Romans 1, as 
well as l Corinthians 6:9- lO, and 1 
Timothy 1:9-10, plus Genesis 19 and 
Jude's comment (verse 7) consistently 
show God's strong opposition to and 
condemnation of homosexual activity. 
It is trne some wrest the Scriptures to 
make it seem as if God approves of 
' loving relationships' no matter what 
the gender. Derrick Sherwin Bailey in 
his book Homosexuality and the 
Western Christian Tradition was one 
of the first to question the traditional 
response to passages dealing with 
homosexuality in Scripture and he has 
since been followed by a host of other 
theologians and social scientists. 
Nevertheless, their much writing and 
special pleading to avoid the plain 
meanings of God's prohibition in this 
regard only reveal what the Bible 
insists that man by nature is a rebel 
and ever seeks to break God's chains 
and throw off God's fetters (Psalm 
2:3). 

But while the strong passages 
condemning homosexual behaviour 
are clear, the thing that is often missed 
in this contentious issue is God's view 
of marriage. Homosexuals often point 
to the sad state of present day 
heterosexual marriages. One cannot 

de y that the institution of marriage is 
in deep trouble today. But human 
weakness and sin should never be the 
foundation for destroying the ideal. 
The Bible's view on homosexuality 
can only be understood if the 
foundation of marriage is understood. 
As John Stott points out, 'The 
Christian rejection of homosexual 
traditional practices does not rest on a 
few isolated and obscure proof texts 
(as is sometimes said), whose 
traditional explanation can be 
overthrown [but on] the wholesome 
positive teaching of the Bible on sex 
and marriage, [without which] our 
perspective on the homosexual 
question is bound to be skewed.' 5 It is 
this attack by homosexuals on the 
traditional and biblical understanding 
of marriage that makes the 
homosexual revolution not simply 
revolting but deadly. It poisons the 
well of all that is pure, holy and 
chaste. 

Homosexuality is not the saviour of 
marriage but the destroyer. Indeed, 
homosexuals are not interested in 
marriage as conceived in the 
heterosexual community but would 
redefine marriage as a loose 
association of a mutually interested 
couple with many partners besides. 
Further, they openly boast, as in the 
Gay News (1987), 'The family unit -
spawning ground of lies, betrayals, 
mediocrity, hypocrisy and violence -
will be abolished . The family unit, 
which only dampens imagination and 
curbs free will, must be eliminated.' 6 

In truth, to allow marriage rights to 
homosexuals opens a Pandora's box of 



all manner of combinations and 
permutations. It was G.K. Chesterton 
who once said, 'The triangle of 
truisms , of father, mother, and child, 
cannot be destroyed! It can only 
destroy those civilisations which 
di sregard it. ' Without the ideal 
everything goes and with it - family, 
community, and ultimately, 
civilisation itself. 

Heterosexual marriages are the only 
bulwark that stands between the 
omnivorous state and the individual. It 
is in such an institution that civility, 
morality and the traditions of the past 
are nurtured. It is here that children, 
who are raised in homes where 
heterosexual parents love and 
discipline, are found to be the most 
well adjusted and healthy. We, as in 
the days of Nehemiah, are called by 
the same stirring words, 'Don't be 
afraid of them. Remember the Lord, 
who is great and awesome, and fight 
for your brothers, your sons and your 
daughters, your wives and your 
children' (Neh 4:14). As pastors and 
laity we must do all in our power, and 
with the help of our God, to defend the 
biblical pattern of heterosexual 
marriage by strengthening first our 
own; by defending and petitioning 
governments to affirm one man and 
one woman in a civil recognised union 
with special rights and privileges; and 
so preach and so discipline in our 
congregations that there is no doubt as 
to where we stand in this matter. 

It was said by Will Durant, historian 
and keen observer of human behaviour 
that, 'It takes one hundred years to 

build a civilisation but only one day to 
destroy it.' Numerous influences have 
plugged into the main artery of 
western civilisation that have hastened 
its collapse under the guise of 
resuscitating the patient. 
Homosexuality is only one of those 
influences and perhaps can be seen as 
the final drop that brings what 
Muggeridge called 'the tired old 
Brontosaurus to extinction'. We have 
in our lifetime witnessed the tragic 
breakdown of marriage itself, coupled 
with easy divorce, which leaves many 
children fatherless and subject to 
delinquency. We are also witnesses to 
all manner of perversion due to the 
widespread availability, and use of, the 
baneful effects of pornography. 
Popular pop-psychology promotes an 
'anything goes ' mentality while 
claiming that self-gratification leads to 
mental health. All this adds up to a 
society hooked on narcissistic self
interest and contempt for any form of 
restraint. Moreover, all manner of 
parents are unwilling to challenge the 
prevailing currents of the time and 
renege on their responsibility to give 
their children clear moral guidelines. 
Indeed, as Paul points out, when men 
and women turn from the true and 
living God and worship idols the end 
result is the degradation of their 
bodies. It is a sign of God's wrath 
upon a civilisation that knew God and 
turned away from him: 'Because of 
this , God gave them over to shameful 
lusts' (Rom l :26). Such activity is the 
culmination of a civilisation and 
culture that are heading toward 
oblivion. 



Moreover, we must not be taken in by 
bogus claims advanced to gain wide 
acceptance for this dev iant behaviour. 
One of the most powerful is the claim 
that homosexuals are born that way 
and cannot help themselves. Thi s is 
simply not true and does not have the 
support of Scripture or numerous 
scientific studies into homosex ual 
behaviour. Common sense shows that 
anatomically homosexuality is 
contrary to the obvious way we are 
' wired'. Philip Hughes writes, 
'Biologically, the natural use of the 
male genitalia in sexual relationships 
is for the impregnation of the female, 
whose genitalia are in a 
complementary manner designed for 
this use. To practice sodomy is to 
pervert this natural use into an 
unnatural use.' 7 Indeed, the excuse 
that one is born that way can be 
appli ed to paedophilia or adultery and 
almost any crime one can think of in 
society today. In hi s book Straight and 
Narrow, Thomas Schmidt quotes the 
work of psychiatrists Byne and 
Parsons of Columbia University that, 
'Critical review shows the ev idence 
favouring a biologic theory to be 
lacking. ' 8 One might grant that the 
roots of homosexuality may be varied, 
but God never excuses sin on the 
grounds of one ' s predilection s. 
however they might be arrived at. 

Nor is homosexuality a human righ ts 
issue any more than discrimination 
against thieves is a human rights issue. 
We grant that one who practises this 
lifestyle is entitled to the full 
protection of the law like every other 
citi zen in a country. But every citizen 

is not entitled to the same ri ghts as 
other citizens within the rule of law. 
We recognise that on the basis of age 
or mental fitness certain rights can 
properly be withheld for the well
being of all. As one black activist put 
it, 'The freedom bus that went to 
Se! ma was never intended to go to 
Sodom .' Racial intolerance is not to be 
treated on the same level as sexual 
deviancy. We are all sons and 
daughters of two parents, Adam and 
Eve, and are of one blood (Acts 17) so 
that to discriminate against a man 
because of the colour of his skin is 
sinful and abhonent to God. But while 
no one can change their skin colour, 
God 's grace has changed and does 
change and transform deviant sexual 
lifestyles , homosexual or otherwise 
(I Cor 6). 

Therefore, to di scriminate against 
those who introduce sin and evil into a 
society is the duty of us all. Indeed, as 
the body has anti-viruses to protect 
itself, the body of the state is only as 
healthy as the alertness and moral 
well-being of its citizens. To ignore an 
obvious attack upon that which has 
been shown to cause nations to 
prosper and enjoy relati ve peace and 
happiness is to bring ill health and 
debilitating sickness to the body 
politic as a whole. We should be as 
whole-heartedly opposed to the evil of 
racial intolerance as we are opposed to 
homosexual deviancy. One is 
illegitimate intolerance; the other is 
legitimate. 

The question is often raised as to why 
we should care what people want to do 



in the privacy of their home. I can still 
marry and have a ' normal' home life, 
so live and let li ve. In hi s book The 
Truth of Same-Sex Marriage, Pastor 
Lutzer of Moody Tabernacle in 
Chicago gives the fo ll owing to 
illustrate that 'you in your corner and I 
in mine ' wi ll not work. You and others 
are crossing the ocean in a boat. Some 
of the passengers decide to drill a hole 
on their side of the boat. You protest 
that this would not be wise, but they 
tell you that you are intolerant, and 
you can live on your side of the boat 
and they on theirs. They begin drilling 
and eventuall y the boat goes down 
with all its passengers. To state the 
obv ious , a nation that allo ws a 
minority of its citizens to dictate the 
direction of the majority is bound to 
flounder in a sea of moral confusion 
and eventual di sintegration.9 This is 
proven in the French experiment in re
working marri age laws: Lutzer quotes 
David Frum who writes , 'Gay 
marriage, as the French are vividly 
demonstrating , does not extend 
marital ri ghts; it aboli shes marriage 
and puts a new, flimsier institution in 
its place.' 10 

The writer to the Hebrews states, 
'Marriage should be honoured by all 
and the maITiage bed kept pure, for 
God will judge the adu lterer and ·al l 
the sexuall y immoral ' (Heb 13:4). Let 
us be c lear about what is at stake here. 
If we fai l to defend the traditional 
understanding of marriage, we can 
a lso ki ss our re li g ious freedom 
goodbye. A lesbian attorney in our 
country put her finger on what is at the 

heart of the issue. She said, 'The real 
battle is between gay rights and 
religious freedom; freedom of religion 
will have to give way to the 
homosexual agenda. ' 11 Already, 
anyone who opposes homosexual 
behaviour and expresses any concern 
is subj ect to demotion , dismissal and 
denied employment opportuniti es. 
Even now schools are being pressed to 
openly teach homosexual practices at 
every grade. Homosexual militants 
demand that even those who tolerate 
homosexuality be re-educated because 
they are latent homophobes. While no 
one is allowed to point out that 
homosexuals have a shorter lifespan 
and are at higher risk of 
communicable diseases , alcoholism, 
drug abuse, suicide, depression and 
anxiety disorders. 

In fact, the change of attitude towards 
homosexuals, their elevation to almost 
'god-like status', and their ability to 
make propaganda, teach their li festyle 
in schools and si lence the majority is a 
study in propaganda worthy of a major 
thesis. How did they do it? They did it 
because we slept as England slept 
during the rise of Nazi Germany. They 
did it wi th the same techniques as 
Hitler himself, namely, the bigger the 
lie the more likely it wi ll be believed. 
They did it as did the Storm Troopers 
portraying themselves as the victims 
and their adversaries as the ev il ones. 
As history has so often shown, 
totalitarianism cannot be contained . 
The homosexual agenda is not 
'equality ' as normally understood but 
a tyranny that ensures total acceptance 
of a lifesty le God has condemned and 



the persecution of anyone who 
opposes thi s perversion of man 's true 
sexual nature. 

At a country fa ir recently I looked up 
in the air at a wire stretched from one 
building to another. It was strung there 
in antic ipation of a hi gh wire act on 
the part of the one who would dare 
such a feat. As the actor stepped onto 
the wire, we held our breaths for only 
the pavement was below. Gingerly he 
put one foot forward at a time on the 
beam while ho lding his balance rod. 
Both ends were equally weighted in 
order to maintain a steady advance. I 
thou ght, 'That is like the Christian 
Church. We also do daring feats. 
Society is going one way but we must 
go Jesus' way. And we too have a feat 
of balance in our "high wire act", on 
the one end is love, we are to love our 
enemies and seek to wi n them to Jesus. 
But our love must never become 
sentimental , an excuse to do what God 
has clearly fo rbidden. ' 

Whil e love is important, we must not 
forget the weight on the other end of 
the beam and that is righteousness . We 
must maintain the two in this dispute 
in order to avoid giving in to the 
pressure of the moment on the one 
hand or fo rgetting the principle of 
compassionate concern on the other. 
Righteousness alone makes us brittle 
and phari saic whi le love alone makes 
us maudlin and sentimental, but held 
in balance, we are able to maintain our 
faithfulness to God and love to our 
fe llow men. I wou ld conclude in the 
words of John Stott, 'Again , it is true 
that we must accept one another, but 

only as fe llow-penitents and fellow
pilgrims, not as fellow-si nners who 
are resolved to persist in our sinning. 
No acceptance, e ither by God or by the 
church, is promised to u if we harden 
our hearts aga inst God's Word and 
Will ... onl y j udgement. ' 12 
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What is a Proper 'Ecumenical Spirit'? 

Tom Wells 

I often hear of a fellow Christian who is said to have an 'ecumenical spirit'. I 
like the phrase and I use it too. But what does it mean, and should we use it at 
all? It probably has a strange or uncertain sound in the ears of many 
conservative Christians . After all, the liberals and modernists have often been 
called ecumenical. Isn't that enough to show that we should prefer some other 
phrase? Perhaps we should. My concern is not with the phrase but with the 
truth I hope it conveys when I and other believers use it. 

A definition 

The word ecumenical comes from a Greek word that means 'having to do with 
the whole earth'. The word spirit in the context of this phrase refers to a 
person's attitude. When I use the phrase ecumenical spirit of another 
Christian, I mean that I recognise in him or her an inclination to embrace all 
other believers in Jesus Ch1ist as brothers or sisters. An ecumenical spirit 
describes a person who has a bent toward warmly receiving all those who 
profess faith in Christ. Their first reaction is positive. In their hearts they say, 
'Welcome, brother! Welcome, sister'' to all who bear Christ's name. 

Years ago when I served with 'Youth for Christ' in Germany, I was in a small 
town. Seeing a car with a license plate from my hometown, Cincinnati, 
I shortly found the owner. We reminisced together on our common origin. It 
seemed to me as if we were long-lost brothers and found that we had many 
things in common. 

Christ has taught us that there is no firmer bond than our fellowship with those 
who are his. He once asked the question, 'Who is my mother, and who are my 
brothers?' (Matt 12:48). Then he answered, 'My mother and my brothers are 
those who hear the word of God and do it' (Luke 8:21). This was not a 
heartless remark on Jesus ' part. It was simply one way to remind us that this 
world with its relationships is both a foreign land and a battlefield. He did not 
exclude his mother and brothers in making this remark, but he did set forth a 



standard for identifying those in his timeless family: hearing and doing the 

Word of God. Those are the central things we must have in common. 

A few caveats 

The word caveat means 'let him beware.' So I must now point out some 
difficulties concerning what I have written above. Many men and women 
make a false profession of faith. We must be wary of them. 

If you glance at my definition again you will see that it includes the words, 
'Their first reaction is positive.' Let's think together about that word first. I 
intended it for all of us who believe in Christ, but we fall into two broad 
categories. Some of us assume thait a profession of faith in Christ is genuine 
unti l we see reason to doubt it. Others of us tend to be suspicious of such 
professions until we see reason to take them at face value. Which of these 
initial reactions is right? Let 's think together about that. 

To do this subject justice let me first spell out an assumption that may prove 
to be important. I am assuming that you, the reader, are a person much like 
myself in some important ways . That assumption may be false, as we will see 
in a moment, but for now let me explain it. I am assuming that you are an 
ordinary believer living in the western world who is not under persecution or 
in danger of losing life or limb by standing for Christ. If that does not describe 
you , the first things I say will not apply to you. You have reason to be 
suspicious of others. 

Generally speaking, however, our first response to all those who profess Christ 
ought to be a friendly reception. Yet many believers are unduly suspicious of 
warmly welcoming other Christians. These others must first prove themselves 
before they can be received with open arms. What if those new friends are 
really wolves in sheep 's clothing'l What if they are not doctrinally sound? 
What if they are immoral? These kinds of questions, legitimate in themselves, 
arise immediately in the minds of some. To put it another way, they tend to 
treat other Christians as guilty until proven innocent. This is not done from an 
appropriate fear of persecution. Instead it often comes from a bent of mind that 
is unduly judgmental. If I have that attitude it may arise from one of two 
mistakes. It may be that I am certain that I and my companions have the truth 
and others do not. Or it may be that I have simply forgotten the Lord Jesus' 
words about judging others. Let 's look at each of these in turn. 



Do you remember this brief exchange from the Gospel of Mark? John said to 
Jesus, 'Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.' But Jesus said, 'Do not 
stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able soon 
afterward to speak evil of me. For the one who is not against us is for us. For 
truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you 
belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward ' (Mark 9:38-41). 

John was sure that a true pattern for casting out demons could be found only 
with them . Given the corruption of so many of the religious leaders in Israel, 
it seemed to be a fair assumption. Would we not have reacted to what he saw 
in the same way as John did? But Jesus surprises both John and us with hi s 
generous reply. Why, then, did Jesus say what he did? I think the answer is 
this: Jesus was more concerned with correcting a fault in his fo llowers than he 
was with pronouncing judgement on a stranger. Elsewhere he tells us that in 
the final judgement many will claim to have cast out demons and he will tell 
them that he never knew them. But in talking with John and the others he had 
hi s eye on their satisfaction with themselves. They were not the last people in 
hi story to say to themselves, 'We' re the people !' Most of us know that posture 
only too well. We 've seen it in the mirror. 

We also need to ask ourselves if we fall into the second class of persons I have 
mentioned, those who have forgotten Jesus' words on judging others. Here is 
another brief but powerful teaching of our Lord, taken from the Sermon on the 
Mount: 'Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgement you 
pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be 
measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother 's eye, but 
do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your 
brother, "Let me take the speck out of your eye," when there is the log in your 
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you 
will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye' (Matt 7:1-5). 

Paul teaches us to avoid these evils in his letter to the Philippians: 'Do nothing 
from rivalry or concei t, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to hi s own interests, but also to the 
interests of others . Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus' (2:3-5). The key phrase here is 'Count others more significant than 
yourselves .' This is Paul's way of correcting the same sinful bent that Jesus 
addresses in Matthew 7. Is it true that all other believers are more significant 



than I am? No, that is not a li teral truth. For that to be true each Chri stian 

would have to be the least significant beli ever in the world. That of course is 

literally impossible. Why then use that language? 

The answer is not hard to fi nd. Paul knows that I have a far higher opinion of 
myself than is justified . In that case, how can any man meet me as my superior 
or even as my equal? It cannot be done as long as I see only my specks while 
rebuking other men's logs. Paul tell s me, however, that it is my duty to hack 
away at my opinion of myself until I am willing to act toward others as if they 
were all better than I. To put it another way, I must be dead to their specks and 

quite ali ve to my logs! I must crucify my sinful judgmental bent by seeing my 
whole relation to others in the light of the cross. I must die in order to li ve. I 
must have the mind of Christ. Did he believe that all others were more 
significant than himself? To ask the question is to answer it. No, he did not. 
Having no sinful inclinations to ki ll , he could see himself as he really was, the 
spotless Son of God. What he did do is thi s: he acted in the way a man would 
act if he were the least significa nt of all. Now he says, 'Go and do likewise.' 

An important application 

To have an ecumenical spirit in a godly manner is the problem. Along the way 
we have seen that taking a very cri tical look at our own lives is an important 
part of the solution. So is magnifying the grace of God. If we do these th ings 
it will become less likely that we wi ll meet new professed believers with a 
jaundiced eye. But now I must mention a reason why thi s is so important that 
may not have occurred to you. I am sure that I missed it for many years. It is 
rooted in a simple fact developed by the apostle Paul in I Corinthians 12. As 
Paul sees it by inspiration, every beli ever in Christ needs every other believer. 
Why is that? Because we are all members of the same body that fu nctions in 
many ways li ke the human body we all possess. The analogy is not acc idental; 
it is providential. God made it that way. Here are Paul's words on the subject: 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with CJu·ist. For in one Spirit we 
were all baptised into one body - Jews or Greeks, slaves or free - and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit. 

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should 
say, 'Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,' that would not 



make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, 'Because I am 
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,' that would not make it any less a part 
of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of 
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 
But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them. 
(1Cor12:12-18) . 

Paul's view of the human body focuses on the interdependence of all the 
body 's parts. The eye and the ear need one another. They both need the sense 
of smell. Each part needs every other; there are no exceptions. Now notice his 
statement in verse 12: 'So it is with Christ,' that is, with Christ's body of 
believers. No Christian can say of another Christian, 'I have no need of you!' 
We dare not deny or ignore each other. It would be a sin against God and our 
brother or sister to do so. Certainly every Christian wants to avoid this sin. 

A further implication 

But there is more to this than meets the eye. Since it is true that each Christian 
needs every other that touches him in any way, there is a scary fact that 
follows . What is it? To put it bluntly, there is far more wrong with me than I 
might have dreamed. How does that follow? Since I arn in contact with 
hundreds of believers, and each one has some contribution to make to me, I 
am more needy than I ever imagined I was. I do not 'have it all together ' as I 
may have thought I did! 

Many like myself belong to movements that seem to say, 'Other Christians 
need us, but we don't have much need of them. Doctrinally, morally, and 
spiritually our group knows most of the answers and we are well on our way 
to getting the final few we have missed. Can ' t you see how badly you need 
LIS! ' 

Is this really a problem, or are you tempted to think I am making it up? Here 
is a simple test to see. Suppose you are reformed as I am. Are you willing to 
believe that some who are called legalists and others who are called 
antinomians may also be true believers? How about Pentecostalists and 
Charismatics? Are there genuine believers among them ? What about other 
Arminians and Semi-pelagians, and Seventh-Day keepers , Roman Catholics, 
and (fill in the blank)? Now be careful how you answer this. If there are true 
believers in all these groups - and I am satisfied that there are - then every one 



of those believers that you contact has something to contribute to you. Since 
there are hundreds of them, there must be a lot of ways indeed in which you 
and I fall short. Oh, I know, we constantly confess what miserable sinners we 
are in every way, but to learn something important from people like that, I've 
got to be kidding, right? 

Two problems with what I have said 

First, it may seem that I have largely forgotten how widespread Christian 
profession is, especially in the we tern world. Second, I may seem to have 
forgotten that many who profess faith in Jesus Christ are really enemies of the 
cross of Christ. Let's look at these two things one at a time. 

A tragedy of great proportions is unfolding before our eyes in America. While 
the number of professed believers seems to be growing by leaps and bounds, 
the morals and ethics of our population sometimes appear to us to be in free 
fall. Men and women praise the Bible in general while declining to live by its 
detailed instructions. And the praise rings hollow because ignorance of 
Scripture seems to be at an all-time high. In the face of these facts can we 
really embrace those who claim faith in Jesus Christ? There certainly seems to 
be room for doubt here. 

In addition, what of those who really are enemies of the cross of Christ? Must 
we embrace them? To ask the question is to answer it. Certainly not! But 
neither the widespread false profession or the presence of wolves in sheep's 
clothing touches my main point. In all that I have written above about 
throwing our arms around professed believers I have been writing about first 
response. 

If we would be godly men and women, taking the commands of the Lord Jesus 
se1iously, we must embrace others who profess faith in Christ as long as we 
can. Will there come a time when we can no longer do so? Perhaps there will. 
And in those few cases where we learn a great deal of someone almost 
immediately, regretfully it may come sooner rather than later, but if we make 
that the rule rather than the exception we will fail our Lord. Let us do our best 
to steer clear of that sin at any and all costs. 

Tom Wells is co-pastor with Newton Bush of The King 's Chapel, West Chester, 
near Cincinnati, Ohio. He is the author of several books published by the 
Banner of Truth including A Vision for Missions. 
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The ed itors and authors of this volume 
share a common desire to introduce 
twenty-first century readers to the 
writings of the Puritans. Eighteen key 
works are introduced and discussed, 
with plenty of quotations provided, to 
give a ' taster ' of Puritan devotion. 
Further reading is recommended, and 
the aim is that readers will go on to read 
the original works. The te1m 'Puritan ' 
is used more flexibly than is often the 
case: ome of the writers treated lived 
after the age of Puritanism had, strictly 
speaking come to an end, but 'exhibited 
in their li ves and ministries the same 
distincti ve mindset, vibrant spiritual ity 
and dynamic religious culture of their 
Puritan forebears ' (p.18). 

Does the volume succeed in its aim? It 
did as far as l was concerned. I resolved 
to read some of the classics I have 
never read, and go back to some of the 
ones I read many years ago. This book 
is probab ly best suited to those who are 
new to the Puritans: there is plenty of 
background information to place each 
work in context, and gives a broad 

overview of many of their central 
concerns. 

A recurring emphasis is the importance 
of the believer's experience. Many of 
the Puritans loved the Song of 
Solomon, seeing it as a wonderful 
picture of the mutual love between 
Christ and the Church. Far from being a 
narrow, legalistic, rule-bound religious 
movement, these chapters show the 
Pmitans to have revelled in enjoyment 
of the love of God. Equally noticeable 
is the emphasis on the 'sinfulness of 
sin ' , and thus the need for deep 
repentance. The value of serving God 
in the everyday duties of everyday life 
is another recurring motif. There is also 
much inspiring material on the reality 
of personal and corporate re vi val. Some 
of the contributors give personal 
testimony of how their own li ves have 
been affected by reading the work they 
discuss. 

Highlights are John Coffey's chapter on 
Samuel Rutherford 's 'Letters'; Randall 
Gleason's chapter on 'The Ten Virgins ' 
(Thomas Shepard); Leland Rykin on 
Milton' s ' Paradise Lost '; Kelly Kapic 
on 'Communion with God ' (John 
Owen); J.I. Packer on 'Pilgrim's 
Progress'; Martin Sutherland on John 
Howe's 'A Treatise of Delighting in 
God'; J Ligon Duncan III 's chapter on 
' A Method for Prayer' (Matthew 
Henry) and a masterly summary by 
Sinclair B. Ferguson of Flavel's 'The 
Mystery of Providence.' I especially 



enjoyed Mark Noll 's discussion of the 

poetry of Anne Bradstreet and Edward 
Tay lor. 

The best chapters are those with the 
most substantial quotations from the 

authors treated (eg . Packer on 

' Pilgrim 's Progress') . The least 

effec tive (even ra ther boring) chapters 

are those which attempt to describe the 
contents without giving sufficient space 

to the authors themselves. In fact I 

came away thinking that the aim of the 

book mi ght have been even better 

served if the contributors had been 

asked to suppl y much longer 

quotations, so that the book became 
more of an anthology. 

There is a massive amount of research 

con tained in thi s book. Substanti al 

bibliographies appear at the end of each 
chapter; a useful chronological table at 

the beginning, and an index. This book 

is reco mmended as a useful and 

inspiring introduction to one of the 

most fruitful eras in church history, and 

will hopefull y lead to many people 

moving on to enj oy and benefi t from 

the Puri tan class ics (such as the superb 

seri es reprinted in paperback by the 
Banner of Truth). Sharon James 

LIFE'S STORY 
Mark Haville 

64 pages, small paperback, 
Day One. £5.00 

This beautifully illustrated book, full of 
co lour, is designed to acco mpany the 

wildlife documentary, 'Life 's Story ', 
(SS minute video, NPN Videos, £9.9S ). 

Mark Haville takes the reader on a 
journey to discover the story of life 
itself. H e chall enges the long-held 
beliefs th at have underpinn ed the whole 
understanding of natural selection and 
evolution. He points to symbiosis 
whi ch is the relationship of all the 
creatures of sea and land to each and 
their inter-dependence. If it is 
impossible for one complex creature to 
an-ive by chance (evolu tion) what about 
three million species which are all 
inter-dependant? 

Briefly disc ussed are such subj ects as : 
How much can animals change? Why 
do so many species depend upon one 
another to survive? Where does instinct 
and intelligence come from ? What does 
the design of creatures reveal about 
their history? The author delves into the 
abilities of dolphins and parro t fis h, and 
examines the habits and skills of ostrich 
and wildebeest , cheetah, giraffe and 
lion. 

The author writes as though the 
evidence against evo lution is now so 
clear that the contest is over: game, set 
and match 1 That sadl y is not the case. 
The case fo r creati on is growing 
stronger. But that does not mean that 
th e fact of creation defeats the theory of 
evolution. The Bible warns us that 
unbelief is so ingrained that no matter 
how powerfu l the evidence of creation 
un believers will still clutch to an 
alternati ve . Some see evolution to be 
ludicrous but turn to the view that 
complexiti es of what we see were 
imported from outer space . 

E mail sales@ dayo ne.co .uk 

Editor 



Recommended Books 

The Westminster Larger Catechism, A Commentary by Johannes G. Vos. 
610 page large size paperback, Presbyterian and Reformed, 2002 

The task of the preacher is to teach sound doctrine, and this Commentary on 

the Westminster Larger Catechism is tremendously useful in this task. There 

are 195 questions and answers with a perceptive modern application 
throughout. The Westminster Larger Catechism represents the Puritans at 

their best. All the main points of theology are covered, as well as the Ten 
Commandments and the Lord's Prayer. As a pastor reads thi s commentary he 

can reflect on whether his people who hear him week by week could 

themselves answer these basic questions. This catechism begins with the 
question, 'What is the chief and highest end of man? ' Question 25 reads 
'Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate into which man fell? ' and the 

answer provided can be compared to the steel that reinforces concrete, without 

which buildings would crumble and collapse. A biblical view of original sin 
and its outcome is imperative for sound theology. Many other questions are 

foundational such as question 77 , 'Wherein do justification and sanctification 
differ?' With regard to baptism and the Church the Second London Baptist 

Confession of Faith (1689) not only corrects but improves on this catechism. 

Paul - Missionary and Theologian - A Survey of his Missionary Labours 
and Theology by Robert L Reymond, 636 page hardback, Christian Focus, 

second edition, 2002.The pastor 's overall grip of the New Testament will be 
greatly strengthened by reading this book from cover to cover. The volume 
falls into two parts. The first twelve chapters cover the early life of Paul, hi s 
conversion and his mi ss ionary journeys. The second twelve chapters deal with 
Paul 's missionary theology. With regard to justification, Reymond reviews the 
contemporary situation with regard to Rome and ECT (Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together) and he also discusses the views of Sanders and Dunn. 

Transforming Mission - Paradigm Shifts in the Theology of Mission. 
David J. Bosch, 584 page large size paperback, ORBIS BOOKS, Maryknoll, 
New York 10545, 18th edition, March 2003. This volume is deemed the most 
comprehensive and thorough study of Christian mission to date. It was written 



toward the end of the 20th century. Translated into other languages, including 
Indonesian, it is likely to be the most popular set text on mission in seminaries 
for years to come. The South African author, a missionary in the Transkei , was 
fluent in Xhosa, Afrikaans, Dutch and German. He served as secretary of the 
Southern African Missiological Society from its founding in 1968, and acted 
as chairman of the National Initiative for Reconciliation from 1989. 

This book is massively learned and informative, and the style is clear and easy 
to read. It is eclectic, and as he progresses in his historical survey he becomes 
increasingly ecumenical. This is the major drawback of the book, as it is 
essential to maintain clarity on what constitutes the saving gospel of Christ. It 
is unhelpful and potentially dangerous to treat the Greek Orthodox Church and 
the Roman Catholic Church as reliable. The apostle Paul in writing to the 
Galatians condemns compromise on the basic doctrine of salvation. It is lack 
of clarity which has led to destructive modernism invading unchecked the 
major 'Nederduitse Gereformeercle Kerk' of South Africa. Apart from this 
caveat this book is the front runner for anyone grappling with missiology. 

Baptism in the Early Church. Profs Stander and Louw. 192 page paperback, 
Reformation Today Trust, 2005 . Distributed by Evangelical Press. These two 
South African professors possess the linguistic and scholarly skills to read and 
assess early Christian literature and have researched thoroughly the doctrine 
and practice of baptism in the Christian Church for the first four centuries. 
Their findings are published in chronological order. The book is easy to read. 
It reveals the care taken in the early years to prepare converts for baptism. 
These findings also reveal that immersion was the mode employed in baptism. 
The conclusion is that infant baptism is not found in the early centuries but 
developed gradually eventually to become the majority position. There is a 
stern warning in these pages that the heretical doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration lies at the root of apostasy. 

Overcoming the World. Grace to Win the Daily Battle. Joel R. Beeke, 200 
page paperback, P and R, 2005 .. The opening sentence is, 'Worldliness is 
destroying the church of Jesus Christ. ' The book fall s into four parts: 
overcoming the world by faith , overcoming the world through piety, (Calvin's 
answer to worldliness), overcoming the world through holiness , and 
overcoming the world in the ministry. This book is relevant, readable, practical 
and enriched by helpful and inspiring reformed and Puritan quotations. Highly 
commended. Editor 
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