





Editorial

Welcome to RT 240. Mathematically (40 x 6 = 240) this is the 40t anniversary
of Reformation Today which began in January 1970 as a quarterly magazine.
It became bi-monthly in 1974. RT was born out of the theological renewal
which spread widely through the publication of reformed literature during the
1960s. That renewal levelled out in the 1980s but which is now spreading in
other parts of the world. China and South Africa are two nations described in
this issue. The Church in China was designed for extinction by the Communist
rulers as described by Bob Davey’s ‘The Gospel in China — 1953-1966’. But
the Lord of the Church had other ideas as can be seen from the article
‘Reformed Books in China’ and as will be seen as Bob Davey continues his
series which is shaping up into a valuable book.

The report of the January African Pastors’ Conferences reflects an increasing
interest in expository books in South Africa. This is typical of several African
nations.where the fields are white to harvest. This contrasts with the cynical
secular spiritual climate prevalent in Europe.

We always hoped that the theological renewal referred to above would lead to
a new spiritual awakening which is desperately needed in the UK and in the
EU. Many churches have grown but we have not seen a national spiritual
awakening. The following letter illustrates the desire for revival.

A concert of prayer for revival

This letter was sent out to 48 churches. It is noteworthy that in the 1960s these
Reformed churches were non-existent — perhaps one excepted.

YORKSHIRE REFORMED MINISTERS” FRATERNAL
8t February 2011

Dear Friends,

A Call to United Prayer

The members of the Yorkshire Reformed Ministers’ Fraternal believe
that it is right to issue to the churches of Yorkshire a call to urgent

united prayer. We are living in dark and desperate days. The work of
the gospel seems largely to have stagnated and the tide of unbelief and
immorality rushes in.




Our only hope is in God. We cannot turn the tide. Only an outpouring
of the Holy Spirit will enable 1e gospel to advance with power and the
churches to grow.

We are therefore inviting y  and your congregation to gather with
members of many other churches to cry out to the Lord for his mercy.
There are to be two main themes for our prayers: first, that our love for
Jesus will be re-kindled, and second, that God will pour out his Spirit
in revival blessing. A united gathering for prayer has been arranged for
Saturday March 26t at City Evangelical Church, Beeston, Leeds,
meeting from 11 am to 1 pm. We have asked one of our members,
Erroll Hulse, to lead the day for us. We intend to provide activities for
children, so that whole families may be able to come. Afterwards tea
and coffee will be provided, and people might like to bring a packed
lunch and enjoy further fellowship together.

If it seems right, we hope that this occasion will be the beginning of a
commitment on the part of all of us to ongoing serious prayer for
revival. Other joint events might be arranged from time to time. We
shall also suggest that in certain weeks every church should make this
the focus of their praying in their ordinary church activities, perhaps
joining with neighbouring churches to pray together.

I do hope that you will suppo  ‘his venture and encourage the members
of your congregation to participate on March 26t If you have any
questions or want any further information, please feel free to contact
me. Yours in the Lord,

Jonathan Bayes Telephone 0113 8151228

E mail drzhoubs@googlemail.com

Contributors to this issue

Bob Davey is a pastor in West Looe, Cornwall. This is his sixteenth
chapter on the history of the Church in China, the first going back to RT
220. Gary Morrison is pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church, Bolton.
Robert Strivens is principal of the London Theological Seminary. John
Benton is pastor of Chertsey Baptist Church, Guildford, Surrey, and
editor of the monthly paper Evangelicals Now. Kevin Roy is pastor of a
church at Muldersdrift in South Africa. He teaches Church History at the
Baptist College in Randburg.

























refused to join the TSPM and was imprisoned in 1958 until 1979. During those
years his wife and six children suffered very much and he was subjected to
torture, especially during the Cultural Revolution. Up north in the region of the
Russian border, conditions in the labour camp were very hard, ‘but’ he said ‘I
came back alive, many did not. I also had no Bible for 22 years, nor met any
other Protestant Christian, though I met four Roman Catholic priests who had
refused to join the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association.” On his release he
refused to join the TSPM to his dying day.

Samuel Lamb (Lin Xiangao, b.1924), son of a Baptist pastor, was born in
Macau. He pastored a church congregation with a membership of 400 in the
Dongshan District of Guangzhou (Canton). Though he half-heartedly joined the
TSPM at one stage, he was a marked man. Lamb was first arrested in September
1955 and then again in May 1958 when he began a twenty-year prison term.
This was largely spent in a coalmine in Shanxi province. Since his release in
1978 he has gained international fame for maintaining a prominent unregistered
house church in Guangzhou.

Moses Xie (Xie Moshan, b.1918) became a Christian at the age of fourteen.
Born in Jiangsu province he has spent much of his life there and in Shanghai. As
director of the Chinese Mission in Shanghai he refused to join the TSPM and so
was arrested in May 1956 and was cruelly tortured. He remained in prison until
1979 and has been imprisoned again twice since then.

Li Tianen (b.1928) was to become one of the most influential leaders of the
house-church movement. He was born in the Fangcheng County of Henan
province into a Christian family (his grandfather was converted under the
preaching of Hudson Taylor). Li was converted in the 1940s and had a
theological training at the Huazhong Baptist Theological Institute. During the
1950s he was an independent house-church evangelist and pastor in the Pudong
area of Shanghai. Arrested at the height of the Great Leap Forward campaign in
1960, he served a ten-year sentence in a labour camp in Anhui province.
Bizarrely, two prisoners in the beds either side of him had the duty of reporting
any movements of his lips in prayer while he was in his bed at night. Punishment
was for him to stand against a wall in the open with arms and legs out-stretched,
without wearing a shirt, for hours on end, even in winter.

Surviving Christian leaders of this generation have been given the honorary title
of ‘patriarchs’ within the house-church movement. Their principled stand not to
compromise the gospel, as well as their willingness to suffer for the sake of
Christ, has been profoundly influential on the younger generations of Christians.
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The Great Leap Forward 1958-1960

Mao Zedong was dissatisfied with the economic progress that had been made so
he introduced in May 1958 a radical programme. It was the Second Five Year
Plan, 1958-1962, termed the Great Leap Forward.. This was Mao’s commitment
to a permanent revolution. Everything was nationalised. The people in the
countryside were marshalled into communes, work-brigades and production-
units. By 1960 over 95 percent of the peasants in the countryside lived in about
25,000 communes, each averaging 5000 households. Organised along
paramilitary lines as self-sufficient communities, the commune had communal
kitchens, dining-rooms and nurseries. Apart from anything else it was a
determined effort to destroy the institution of family on ideological grounds. All
organised Christian life in the countryside was now impossible. Christians were
forced to carry on their Christian worship at irregular intervals in secret.
Deprived of institutional church and pastoral leadership, they were on their own.

In 1958 the Communists boasted Wenzhou, on the coast in Zhejiang province,
to be an achieved ‘religion free’ zone. Wenzhou thus became China’s first
officially atheist city. Henan province was another area declared to be an
achieved ‘atheist zone’. Ironically, now Wenzhou has the greatest number of
Christians of any city in China and Henan has the greatest number of Christians
of all the provinces of China! Behold the mighty acts of Christ building his
Church!

The Great Leap Forward produced economic breakdown and was abandoned
after two years. Disruption to agriculture led to the death by starvation of 20-30
million people. Despite the domestic setback, China flexed her muscles in the
foreign field. This was a sign of growing self-confidence. A Tibetan revolt in
1958-59 was crushed and the Dalai Lama fled to India. An aggressive
propaganda campaign declared the intention of liberating Taiwan and was
backed by a massive artillery bombardment of off-shore islands. In 1959 the
alliance with Russia cracked under the pressure of mutual suspicion. Under
Kruschev the Russians reduced economic aid and withdrew technicians and
advisers from China.

A partial economic recovery 1961-1966

As a result of the disasters of the Great Leap Forward Mao Zedong stepped
down from his position as chairman of the People’s Republic but he retained his
position as chairman of the CCP. More moderate leadership headed by Deng
Xiaoping set about corrective economic measures. Policies of the Central
Committee’s Secretariat met with some success, yet by the end of 1965 forty
million ‘intellectuals’ and students had become farm labourers.
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Mao Zedong began a fight-back to regain absolute power. The Socialist
Education Movement of 1962-1965 was Mao’s campaign to restore ideological
purity, re-infuse revolutionary fervour and intensify class struggle. He called on
the CCP and the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) to unite behind his call to
make ‘Maoist Thought’ (later, the Little Red Book) the guiding principle of
thought for the future. A thorough reform of the school system along ‘Maoist
Thought’ lines tightened control for Mao. In a further move against the
moderates in 1964, Mao abolished the United Fronts Works Department and
everything under it, including the Religious Atfairs Bureau and the TSPM. By
the end of 1965 Mao was ready to strike and strike hard.

Qutbreak of the Cultural Revolution in 1966

In June 1966 Mao Zedong let loose the Cultural Revolution. Religion in any and
every form was banned and attacked viciously by the iconoclastic youthful Red
Guards. All remaining churches were closed down and their buildings
secularised. Bibles were burne  All Christian literature was banned and
destroyed. Searches were made in homes and people found with any Christian
literature were severely punished.

By the end of 1966 religion was officially dead in China. Silence fell on the
Christian scene for ten years. Marxism appeared to have triumphed. Survival of
the gospel in China seemed impossible. It was indeed midnight darkness for
Christians in China, yet in their e emity, the grace and mercy of God were with
them. It was not the end of the story. What followed was one of the most
amazing revivals in the whole of Church history, and it is still in progress to this
very day. This we must leave until next time to describe.

Sources

A J Broomhall, Hudson Taylor & China’s Open Century, Book 7, Hodder &
Stoughton, 1989.

Angus Kinnear, Against the Tide, The Story of Watchman Nee. Kingsway,
ed.1979.

Leslie Lyall, Come Wind, Come Weather, Hodder & Stoughton, 1961.

Leslie Lyall, Three of China’s Mighty Men, OMF, 1973.

Mary Wang, The Chinese Church that Will Not Die, Hodder & Stoughton, 1971.
www.-chaos.umd.edu/history, articles on The People’s Republic of China.

Rana Mitter, Modern China, a Very Short Introduction Oxford University Press,
2008.
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That he is a king is intimated by the fact that the government will be on
his shoulder. ‘On him will devolve the responsibilities of maintaining
the security of Yahweh’s people and providing for their needs. The
burden will no longer be on their shoulder (9:4) but on his” (Mackay).

The titles given to this child are unique to him:

Wonderful Counsellor
Mighty God
Everlasting Father

Prince of Peace

Each of these titles consists of a noun and an adjective. E J Young
excels as an exegete of the Hebrew text. He opens up the words as
follows:

PELE yoetz EL gibbor abi AD sar SHALOM

WONDERFUL counsellor
GOD omnipotent
ETERNITY father of
PEACE prince of

In the first two names the designation of deity is first. In the last two
deity is expressed in the second part of the title.

We might read the words like this:

He is wonderful — he is the best and wisest counsellor. He is our
heavenly Solomon. None like him.

He is God — he is mighty in omnipotence.

He is Eternity — he is the Father of eternity.

He is Peace — he is the Prince of peace.

We can venture further with more detail as we contemplate these titles
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1. Wonderful Counsellor - He is divinely wonderful as counsellor

There is an account in the book of Judges in which Manoah the father
of Samson and his wife are visited by the angel of the LorRD. When
Manoah asks to know the name of the angel the Hebrew word pele
meaning wonderful is given (Judges 13:18). Then when Manoah offers
a sacrifice of a burnt offering e angel ascends up in the flames of the
sacrifice. Manoah and his wife are awe-struck by this supernatural
event. The angel indeed is divine. His name pele means something that
transcends human understanding. He is Wonderful and here his title is
Wonderful Counsellor.

The word counsellor is in a participial form. In other words he is active
in his counselling. We understand Solomon to be the wisest man but
from whom did Solomon derive his wisdom? The Messiah is the
repository of all wisdom as we see in the text:

By me kings reign and rulers make laws that are just; by me princes
govern, and all nobles who rule on earth (Prov 8:15-16).

As believers we have direct access to him in our daily quest for
wisdom.

2. Mighty God — He is Go who is mighty in omnipotence

This second title given to the child is one which tells us that he is co-
equal with the Father with regard to power. He is fully equipped for the
government which is upon his shoulders. He is able to represent to the
full all the needs of his people. The Son who is given is ‘The Christ,
who is God over all, blessed for ever’ (Rom 9:5).

Omnipotent power is seen in the creative miracles of Jesus such as
turning the water into wine, the feeding of the 5000, the instant calming
of a violent storm on the Lake of Galilee, and raising Lazarus from the
dead.
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When he needed to escape from his enemies he had the power to do
that as we see when he preached in the synagogue in his home town of
Nazareth. ‘All the people in the synagogue were furious when they
heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the
brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him
down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his
way’ (Luke 4:28-30).

Philippians chapter two describes the laying aside by Jesus of his
divine power in order to give himself to the propitiatory death of the
cross (Phil 2:7-8).

3. Everlasting Father — He is the Father of eternity

The text says that this child is from eternity. Jesus is not created. It will
be difficult to find any better description of Jesus’ Godhood than this
one. This is well expressed in the introduction to the Gospel of John,
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made’
(John 1:1-3). He is transcendent. It is wrong to understand this title in
terms of fatherhood or adoption. The Father is pre-eminently our
Father who orders all things and who protects and cares for us as our
Father. That is the explicit teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount. It is biblical to think of Jesus as ‘the good shepherd’ (John
10:11, cf Ezek 34).

4. The Prince of Peace — He is Peace and is the Prince of peace

The Hebrew word Shalom means much more than the English word
peace. It designates prosperity as well as tranquillity (Harman). Peace
(shalom) here is ‘a total security which transcends and eclipses the
social, political and economic achievements of a merely temporal
government’ (Mackay). The New Jerusalem of eternity is the City of
Peace.
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‘What this child inaugurates is a seemingly small beginning but it has
within it potentialities of growth well-nigh unbelievable’ (Leupold).

‘It shall be an increasing government: it shall be multiplied, the bounds
of his kingdom shall be more and more enlarged, and many shall be
added to it daily: the lustre of it shall increase and it shall shine more
and more brightly in the world. The monarchies were each less
illustrious than the other so that what began as gold ended in iron and
clay and every monarchy dwindled by degrees: but the kingdom of
Christ is a growing kingdom, and will come to perfection at last’
(Matthew Henry).

‘In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom
that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will
crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself
endure for ever’ (Dan 2:44).

The guarantee that all this will come to pass is that ‘the zeal of the Lord
Almighty will accomplish this’.

If we compare the extent of Christ’s Church in the 272 nations of the
world today with the extent 200 years ago the difference is staggering.
200 years ago the gospel was only beginning to enter most of sub-
Saharan Africa and Asia. Robert Morrison, pioneer missionary to
China baptised the first Chinese convert in 1814, Today efforts are
made to estimate in tens of millions the number of Chinese Bible-
believing Christians.

Wisdom and power unite in Christ’s person so that he is able to save his
people to the uttermost. As God almighty he constantly broadens and
extends his kingdom.

The kingdoms of this world are all temporary. They eventually totter
and fall. Extensive empires have come and gone. Daniel describes four
great empires. Jesus was born under the fourth during the reign of the
Caesars when the Roman empire extended over the then known world.
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Jesus is the rightful king of ¢ Jews and true heir of King David’s
throne. Amazingly he was rejected by the Jewish leaders, condemned
by Pontius Pilate, even thoug the latter declared him to be innocent,
and given over to crucifixion. When they crucified him they placed
above his head the written charge against him in Latin, Aramaic and
Greek: THIS IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS
(John 19:19-20). That took place by the determinate will of the Father
in order that propitiation could be made for our sins. By his
resurrection from the dead he was declared with power to be the Son of
God (Rom 1:4).

John Calvin lived in times of extreme peril for evangelical believers.
Commenting on Isaiah 9:7 he wrote:

‘Though the kingdom of Christ is in such a condition that it appears as
if it were about to perish at every moment, yet God not only protects
and defends it, but also exter . its boundaries far and wide, and then
preserves and carries it forward in uninterrupted progression to
eternity. We ought firmly to believe that the frequency of those shocks
by which the Church is shaken may not weaken our faith. Amidst the
violent attacks of enemies, the kingdom of Christ stands firm through
the invincible power of God.’

The four titles given to this child and the projected outcome as
described above encourage us H develop our lives of intercession. Our
prayers are interwoven with God’s purposes. He has condescended to
use us in spite of our weakness.

Since ‘the zeal of the LorD Almighty” will accomplish the worldwide
extension of his kingdom then surely we should be enthusiastic for his
cause as the apostle Paul exhorts us: ‘Therefore, my dear brothers and
sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully
to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord
1s not in vain’ (1 Cor 15:58).
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reading, by thinking one may innocently divert, and
pleasantly entertain himself, as in all weathers, so in
all fortunes.

Reading is not an unnatural or un-human pursuit; it is not, as some assert,
an evolved skill. Reading has always been with us - as we can see from
the fact that the revelation which God has given us is in writing.

Reading provides information; it satisfies interest and curiosity; it can
transport us away from ourselves into another world, either fictional or
real. Books have great power - they have changed how people think and
altered the course of history:

But what strange art, what magic can dispose
The troubled mind to change its native woes?
Or lead us willing from ourselves, to see
Others more wretched, more undone than we?
This Books can do - nor this alone, they give
New views to life, and teach us how to live;
They soothe the griev’d, the stubborn they chastise,
Fools they admonish, and confirm the wise.
Their aid they vield to all; they never shun
The man of sorrow, nor the wretch undone:
Unlike the hard, the selfish, and the proud,
They fly not sullen from the suppliant crowd;
Nor tell to various people various things,

But shew to subjects, what they shew to kings.

Consider how privileged we are to have so much written in English!
Professor Daniell, the biographer of William Tyndale, argues that his
translation of the Scriptures into English and the resulting dominance of
the Bible in English was the ‘switch’ which moved written thought and
expression in England from Latin to English. What riches we have as a
result!

Reading, then, is universal: ‘Reading is to the mind what exercise is to
the body’ and we all need exercise.
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So books which inform us about the history, culture and geography
relevant to Bible narrative and teaching should be read. Commentaries,
of all kinds and sizes, can teach us something about the language and
meaning of the text we are studying and help us to understand it better.

Beyond that there are books which enable us to learn from the experience
and knowledge of other believers. Such reading might include:

+ sermons and other devotional material: choose the best preachers
and writers — Spurgeon, Lloyd-Jones, A W Tozer.

* theology and doctrine: there are some good, readable books of
orthodox, biblical doctrine available, for example John
Thormbury, System of Bible Doctrine (EP) or Wayne Grudem,
Bible Doctrine: Essential Teachings of the Christian Faith (IVP).

* biography and history: an excellent way of learning about the
Christian faith through the lives of God’s people and his dealings
with his Church through the ages.

« ethical and practical: books on the Christian life (marriage, work,
illness, death) and on moral and ethical challenges (euthanasia,
embryo research, sexual orientation).

We should read for education

A great deal of our reading is likely to fall into this category (edification
of the soul is bound to include educating the mind; however, the
emphasis here is on feeding the mind, rather than the soul). We are all
interested in different things. Allow your interests, then, to shape your
reading - whether it is jazz, science or local history.

Christians sometimes worry that reading books that are not directly
related to the Bible or the Christian faith is a waste of time or even sinful.
It is true that in all things we are to be moderate and self-controlled and
everything we do is to be subordinated to the great aim of living for Jesus
Christ and pleasing him. However, we have a false view of true Christian
spirituality if we think that this restricts us from reading books on non-
spiritual subjects. We live in the universe which God has created. It
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should be our delight to find out more about it, according to the interests
and inclinations which he has put within each of us.

We should read for our encouragement

Books can remind us why we do the things we do and why we believe
the things we do — they motivate us and spur us on to greater things.
When we are discouraged, they can pick us up. When we feel deflated or
defeated, they can set us on the road again.

Some of the best books in this category are biographies, especially those
which tell us of their subjec  struggles and failures as well as their
successes.

We should read books for straightforward and simple enjoyment

We all need to rest and relax  some point. Books can be an excellent
way of finding the mental and physical refreshment we regularly need.
Find a book that you really like, sit back and simply enjoy it. It may be
the storyline, that grips you; or it may be the author’s use of language
which attracts you. Whatever it is, read it to enjoy it. Our mental
faculties, just like our bodies, -ed to be relaxed as well as stretched. To
have one without the other is to court disaster.

Six principles for deciding v at to read

The historian G M Trevelyan warned: ‘Education ... has produced a vast
population able to read but unable to distinguish what is worth reading.’
Here are six principles for deciding what to read.

1. Read broadly so as to expand your knowledge and understanding
and keep the mind fresh and resilient. Avoid the temptation only
to read books that are of direct and immediate relevance to a
particular task. The most useful books in the longer term may be
those which feed our background and general knowledge, not
necessarily of any direct relevance to current work. ‘The business
of books is to make one think.’
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Choose books that really interest you: ‘A man ought to read just
as inclination leads him; for what he reads as a task will do him
little good.” Samuel Johnson may go a little far there, but there is
a great deal in what he says; as far as possible, go for things you
love.

. Go for quality, not quantity. Speed-reading a large number of

books on a subject is not usually the best way to become
acquainted with it. Heed Richard Baxter: ‘It is not the reading of
many books which is necessary to make a man wise or good, but
the well-reading of a few, could he be sure to have the best.’

Avoid reading only books which you know you will agree with.
Favourite theories need to be tested by opposing views and
arguments. At the same time the Christian is well advised
generally to avoid books which teach error.

Maintain balance and variety. Avoid reading books on one subject
only; equally, avoid reading just one author. It is good to continue
to try new authors and new areas of study and interest.

Read book reviews. They will keep you informed of books that
you might like to read - and will sometimes save you the trouble
of reading them at all.

How should Christians read?

Having chosen your book, how should you read it? Start at the beginning
and carry on until you reach the end is the obvious approach. However,
different kinds of books need to be read in different ways. Here are some
thoughts:

Be discerning as you read: only the Bible is infallible. Use your
judgment and test all things by Scripture. ‘Reade not to Contradict
and Confute; Nor to Beleeve and Take for granted; Nor to Finde
Talke and Discourse; But to weigh and Consider.” (Bacon, 1597).
Be disciplined in your reading: make plans to read - provide for it
in your schedule, daily if you can. Be persuaded that reading is
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important — if you leave it to odd moments, you are unlikely to do
very much.

» Reading is your servant, not your master; there is no law that
requires you to finish a book that you begin! Avoid reading a book
because everyone else has, or because it is supposed to be the
book to read.

» There is no law against cherry-picking - it is fine just to read the
parts of a book which interest you, or to start at the end and read
backwards, or just to read the index and the footnotes if you wish.
Read a book in whatever way is going to be the most useful,
interesting and enjoyal : for you. ‘The art of reading is to skip
Judiciously.’

* Read most books with questions in your mind, which you hope the
book will help you to answer. This gives focus and interest to your
reading.

* Think as you read. The aim of reading is more to form and
stimulate your own thinking than to remember everything you
read. ‘Reading is sometimes an ingenious device for avoiding
thought.’

* Keep arecord of your reading. Make brief notes of essential things
— of important facts, but especially of the main line of the author’s
argument and his or her principal reasons for holding that view.

* Read prayerfully.

In conclusion

+ Keep reading, all kinds of books.
*  Buy books, borrow books, use libraries.
» Above all, read the best book — the Bible.

This article is available in unabridged form including the source
references. It was printed in the Evangelical Library magazine. The cost
is £1.50. A CD is also available for £2.00. The address: Evangelical
Library, 5/6 Gateway Mews, Ringway, Bounds Green, LONDON, N11
2UT.
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begin to decline because the issues
have not been thought through. One
memorable scenario which Ray
unfolded was as follows. Growth
leads to change. Change causes
complexity. Complexity can lead to
chaos. Chaos raises concern.
Concern leads to conflict. He
pointed particularly to Acts 6 to
help with problem solving and
highlighted Acts 20 to press the
need for an active eldership who
will visit from house to house, teach
publicly and care for the people.

Spirit-Anoeinted

Professor Bruce Ware, from
Southern  Baptist Theological
Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky
opened up the Scriptures on the
theme of Jesus the Spirit-Anointed
Messiah. In particular he explained,
both with clarity and infectious
enthusiasm, how Jesus lived his life
as a human being empowered and
resourced by the Holy Spirit. This
led into some  discussion
concerning whether or not Jesus’
miracles point to his deity or simply
to the presence of God’s kingdom.
But as empowered by the Spirit the
great encouragement is that Jesus
becomes the prototype and role
model for how we are to live the
Christian life.

With participants from around 15
countries bringing news of gospel
labours there was much else which
was good including Dr. John Ling

on the challenges of contemporary
bioethics and Val Archer leading
the women’s sessions on growing
godly women.

On the last morning of the
conference, Keith Walker of SIM
brought his reflections concerning
worldwide mission having recently
attended the Lausanne event in
Cape Town. He pointed to the fact
that with the extraordinary recent
growth of the church the centre of
gravity of FEvangelicalism has
shifted away from the Northern
hemisphere and the West to the
South and East. Are Western
Christians ready to receive
missionaries into our countries
from the Southern hemisphere? The
West is now very needy. Is there a
pride and even a racial prejudice
among us? Having been the ones
who sent missionaries in the past
and taught the gospel will we be
humble enough to accept help and
learn from others? Or will we be
like the Jews who having launched
Christianity into the world < such
great difficulty in
Gentiles into the church?
Benton.

receiving
John

Next year’s conference is from 3-5
January at Swanwick. Recordings
of this year’s ministry are available
and are highly recommended.
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1784. John Erskine, a Presbyterian
minister in Scotland posted a copy to
John Ryland (Jr) who in turn passed it
on to John Sutcliffe. Interest was
aroused and about twenty churches in
the Northamptonshire association of
pastors agreed to set aside th first
Monday evening every moni for
specific prayer for revival. The
association comprised of churches
much more widely distributed than
Northamptonshire. This concert or
Union of prayer, as it came to be called,
was embraced by Congregationalists
and Methodists.

Paul Cook points to the first answer to
these intercessions which came in Bala
in Wales in 1791. The explosive power,
suddenness and extent of this revival
was awesome. From pages 33 to 100 he
describes revivals in different parts of
the country. Detailed descriptions are
given of revivals in Cornwall and
Yorkshire. Accounts of spiritual
awakening is several towns such as
Dewsbury, Birstall and Hull are
included. The population of Hull was
only 15,000 yet in a few weeks in 1794
hundreds were converted and added to
the churches. Research into the extent
of this revival by an historian would
provide material which will fill a large
volume. The statistics show that the
evangelical proportion of the nation
rose to an amazing ten percent. Even as
far afield as Burma pioneer missionary
Adoniram Judson was baptising
numbers of British soldiers 40,000 of
whom were serving in that country.
Quickening belief in and creating a
longing for such times of spiritual
awakening to return is admirably
achieved by these pages. Is there
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anything we can do toward a recovery
of biblical religion in the UK and
across the EU?

Surely prayer is the answer. The Psalms
are full of prayers representing God’s
people in all kinds of need, or in
desperate plight as we see in Psalm
107. There are many examples of
prayer preceding renewal and revival.
Jonathan Edwards expounded
Zechariah 8:20-23 as a base from
which to urge his call for prayer under
the extended title: An Humble Attempt
to Promote an Explicit Agreement and
Visible Union of God's People thro the
World, in Extraordinary Prayer, for the
Revival of Religion, and the
Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom on
FEarth, Pursuant to Scripture Promise
and Prophecies Concerning the Last
Times. [Inspired by Edwards, I wrote
the book Give Him No Rest (188 pages,
EP, 2006). The title is derived from
Isaiah 62:6-7 which shows that we have
a biblical command to plead with God
for revival. In doing so we appeal to his
promises].

As the long description by Edwards of
his call to prayer suggests, there are two
main thrusts. The first is the appeal for
an International Concert of Prayer. The
second is the prospect of the coming
millennial kingdom on this earth. Most
Evangelicals do not believe in the
second. However there is irresistible
growth of Christ’s Church taking place
in nations such as China in spite of
every effort to suppress it. Also by one
means or another, sometimes radio and
TV, seemingly impregnable nations are
being reached. Whatever our
eschatological views the fact is that
biblical Christianity is now a growing






















