














Triune God. Transformed live- are
God’s testimony in this worlc We
must pray that respected leade in
China will be given the wisdonu Jat
Gamaliel exemplified when he
warned the Jewish leaders with these
words: “Therefore, in the present case
I advise you: Leave these men alone!
Let them go! For if their purpose or
activity is of human origin, it will
fail. Butif'it is from God, you will not
be able to stop these men; you will
only find yourselves fighting against
God’ (Acts 5:38-39).

The Power to Save is the title of Bob
Davey’s book which has the
explanatory sub-title: 4 History of the
Gospel in China. Tt is a 356-page
paperback published by Evangelical
Press. Bob Davey began his work on
the history of the gospel in Ch- in
2007 with an article in RT 220 on the
subject of Robert Morrison the
pioneer missionary to C na.
Subsequent articles have coverc the
years up to 1998. Today the potential
for the Chinese Church to play a
major role on the world stage of
missions is greater than ever. As we
in Europe cherish the annals of our
history — the Reformers and Puritans
and  subsequent periods  of
evangelical awakenings — so in the
future there will be millions of
Chinese who will value this history of
how they have emerged through the
last two hundred years to become a
mighty spiritual army
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The history of the gospel in China
from the tiniest beginning in 1807
until the present is packed with
encouragement. The outstanding
feature is the fulfillment of Christ’s
words: ‘I will build my church, and
the gates of hell will not prevail
against it.” As this valuable book
shows, the work has developed stage
by stage. Extraordinary perseverance
and patience were exemplified by the
pioneers. Sometimes, as in the case of
the Boxer Rebellion, the supreme
sacrifice was made. Vigorous and
protracted persecution has not
stopping  the
multiplication of believers. In fact

succeeded in

persecution in the case of China has
had the opposite effect intended by
those opposed to the gospel. Despite
all opposition, and in answer to the
prayers of many generations, God is
at work. The authoress Faith Cook
was born of missionary parents in
China. She writes, ‘In 1951 the
Communist government expelled my
missionary parents from the Chinese
town where they were working. Only
ten trembling believers remained.
Would they stand in the face of
relentless persecution? Today there
are hundreds of Christians in that
place.” The work of God in China
encourages us to pray for such
‘mighty acts’ even here in the UK
and in Europe. See suggestions in the
short article Concert of Prayer.






is impressive. It does not have  grandeur that it had in our Lord’s day but
it is the city over which he wept.

There are three promises in these verses, one promise to each verse.
The first promise

Verse 6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich
Jfood for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine — the best of meats and the finest
of wines.

We must note the reference to the mountain of God.
Both verses six and seven begin with the words, ‘On this mountain’.
What is this mountain?

1. This is the mountain where Abraham was tested about his willingness to
offer up his only son Isaac. That mountain was called Mount Moriah
(Gen 22:2; 2 Ch 3:1).

2. This mountain was where David established the city of Jerusalem.

3. This mountain became the symbol of the city of God, the New
Jerusalem, ‘the city of our God, his holy mountain. It is beautiful in its
loftiness, the joy of the wh s earth. Like the utmost heights of Zaphon
18 Mount Zion, the city of the Great King’ (Ps 48:1,2).

4. This mountain is the symbol of all Christ-centred worship. ‘He has set
his foundation on the holy ountain; the LorD loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwellings of Jacob. Glorious things are said of you, O
city of God’ (Ps 87:1,2).

5. This mountain is the place to which Messiah Jesus came and it is at this
mountain where he was crucified, at Golgotha or Calvary, the just for the
unjust, to bring us to God.

6. This mountain is where Pentecost day came to be, and became an
historical event of momentous importance.













The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove
the disgrace of his people from all the earth.

This is a reference to the sufferings of the Lord’s people. There is reference
here to the disgrace and humil ion suffered by them for his name’s sake.
Many have been tortured and vy martyred for his name. That humiliation
will be removed. They will be fully vindicated. ‘He will make your
righteousness shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday
sun’ (Ps 37:6). No one was more disgraced and humiliated than our Lord
himself. He humbled himself even to the death of the Cross but God has
exalted him and given him a name which is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on earth (Phil 2:6-11).

The best commentary upon the promise The Sovereign LORD will wipe away
the tears from all faces is four in Revelation chapter seven. It pictures a
great multitude that no one could count from every nation, tribe, people and
language is before the throne. ey worship the Lamb that was slain for
them. They are described as those who have come out of the great tribulation
and have washed their robes in 2 blood of the Lamb. They are comforted:

Never again will they hunger,
never again will they thirst.
The sun will not beat upon them,
nor any scorching heat.
For the Lamb at the centre of the
throne will be their shepherd;
He will lead them to springs of living water.
And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.

The three promises of Isaiah 25:6-8 conclude with this affirmation:
The LORD has spoken!

The prospects are immense, the banquet, liberated nations, the resurrection
of the body! The God of all the earth has spoken these promises. Therefore
we can be sure that they will be fulfilled. In that we rejoice and worship our
Triune God and work on (1 Cor 15:58).

1) ——









who made regular visits to Eastern Europe with the purpose of
encouraging pastors there. In 1965 Colonel Thomson and Roger travelled
by train to meet Simo and his young wife Mary whom he had married
ecarlier that year. Simo had felt the call to return to Peé in the words of
Jesus to the demon-possessed man at Gadara, ‘Go home to your own
people and tell them what great things the Lord has done for you and how
he has had mercy on you.” So began a friendship and fellowship in the
gospel with Roger that has lasted ever since.

Simo met Mary while studying for the full-time ministry at a small Bible
School in northern Yugoslavia. At the end of the second year he was
expelled. The reason was that he believed and preached the doctrine of the
perseverance of the saints. This was anathema to the college tutors who
were strongly Arminian! Simo had come to his understanding of this truth
through reading one of Spurgeon’s sermons in the six-volume set of New
Park Street Sermons published by the Banner of Truth. The Banner books
have been formative in Simo’s theological development. In fact these
books were meat and drink to Simo and instructors in his powerful
preaching ministry which began in the late 1960s and continues unabated
until today, touching all parts of the seven nations that have emerged from
the former Yugoslavia.

John Marshall, a minister of the gospel and trustee of the Banner of Truth,
took a special interest in encouraging pastors in the then restricted
countries of FEastern Europe dominated by Communist regimes. He
included Simo in his invitations to the annual Banner of Truth Conference
at Leicester. John Marshall persuaded Simo to attend in the late 1970s and
formed a close friendship with him. He invited Simo to preach in his
church after the conferences. John Marshall and his family also visited Pe¢
several times to encourage him in his ever increasing itinerant preaching
and literature ministry.

When civil war broke out in Kosovo, Pe¢ was severely affected and large
parts were burned to the ground by both sides in the conflict. When the war
reached the suburb where Simo lived he and his family fled to Serbia on a
truck. Simo had only his Bible and one volume of Spurgeon’s sermons. He
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Kosovo and Albania. For a number of years Albania boasted about being
an atheist nation and fiercely opposed the gospel. When that nation of
about three million became open Simo was the first Serbian preacher to
tour the country. He took five boxes of tracts and books. Subsequently
large quantities of books have been posted into Albania. Today there are
over thirty churches in Kosovo and many more than that in Albania.

MONTENEGRO (625,000), capital Podgorica (144,000), was recognised
as a state as early as 1077. This nation is closely allied to Serbia. The
official language is Ijekavian, a dialect of Serbian. A beautiful coastline
hosts Europe’s fastest growing tourist industry. The Orthodox Church
claims 71% of the population. This denomination is split into two
groupings. These dominate the religious scene. Operation World tells of 35
Brethren, 50 Pentecostal and 35 Reformation Church members. Simo
knows of one reformed Baptist Church. He has baptised converts in the
Adriatic Sea. Others came to Pe¢ to be baptised.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA (3.7 million), capital Sarajevo
(396,000). Bosnian is the official language. WWII saw hundreds of
thousands of Serbs exterminated by Croat and Bosnian Nazi collaborators.
The break-up of Yugoslavia led to a Croat-Muslim alliance in support of
independence in March 1992 which was immediately militarily contested
by the Serb minority. The subsequent three-sided war among Serbians,
Croatians and Bosnians resulted in immense damage and loss of life.
Multitudes were displaced. The war ended in 1995 with no winner.
Extraordinarily in spite of the chaos the very small number of evangelical
believers has increased. The two million Muslim majority form one of the
least evangelised communities in Europe. Even so it is reckoned that about
500 have embraced Christ. Operation World mentions that there are 360
Baptists in Bosnia. Simo has a ministry in this country and has been active
in supplying literature to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

CROATIA (4.4 million), capital Zagreb (687,000). The official language
is Croatian which is close to Serbian but which is written in Latin rather
than in Cyrillic script. Freedom of religion is allowed in a secular state.
The Roman Catholic majority (87% of the population) means that they
have a favoured status. Only about 15% of Catholics attend mass, a high
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proportion in Europe. Baptists number 2,100. Evangelicals form only
0.4% of the population. Simo has strong links with Croatia. He writes, ‘It
is an open mission field! In Dalmatia 1 have organised several mission
stations. Five of them are now churches. I have travelled all over Croatia
preaching the gospel. My wife is Croatian. Last year | ministered in
several churches in Croatia. My daughter Rut is married to a Croat from
the north of Croatia. I have evangelised in several churches over there with
some good fruit. A brother who was saved through my literature is pastor
of a Reformed church in the north of Croatia. I also have a sister in Croatia
with seven children. Her husband was killed in an accident. They are all
believers. There is a brother who studied in John MacArthur’s school in
USA. After finishing he open a theological academy near where my
daughter lives. This brother is the fruit of my ministry.”

SLOVENIA (2 million), capital Ljubljana (260,000). The official
languages are Slovene, Hungarian and Italian. This is the most prosperous
and best organised nation of the former Yugoslavia. In 2008 Slovenia
became a member of the EU. There is freedom of religion. Roman
Catholics form 44% of the po: lation but secularism is on the increase.
There are very few evangelical believers in Slovenia. Simo’s brother has
planted a church in Slovenia and some of Simo’s writings have been
translated and published in Slovenian.

MACEDONIA (2 million), ce tal Skopje (507,000). Macedonian is the
official language. The Macedonian Orthodox Church which embraces
64% of the population is the dominant religious body. 1,000 churches are
largely empty. The country is turning secular. Evangelicals are miniscule
in number making up 0.2% of the population. However this minority is
active, united and increasing. Albanian Muslims represent 25% of the
population and are unevangelised. There is political tension between
Greece and Macedonia over rritorial claims. Simo has worked in
Macedonia and continues to do so. He reports, ‘I have planted a few
churches in Macedonia. These originated through the printed word and
preaching. There are several Methodist and Pentecostal Churches in
Macedonia. I supply them with my literature. Pastors there use my books
as a help for preaching. I preach in several Methodist churches in
Macedonia.’ Roger Weil
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arrested, fined, given long-term prison sentences and some even executed by
the authorities.

Continual growth

The explosion in evangelistic activity in the 1980s among the house churches
was to reap a great harvest in the 1990s. Even when there was tighter control
by the authorities after 1989 and marked increase in repression of
nonconformist Christian activity, ways and means for effective evangelism
were found by prayerful and determined Christians and churches. The
emergence of the mobile phone and the internet was of assistance, in spite of
determined censorship and official control of these media. After the
Tiananmen Square incident, urban churches noticed a new development.
Thousands of students, previously uninterested in religion, were coming to
church or openly wanting to discuss the Christian faith. This added a new
dimension to the revival. The gospel was now reaching the new intelligentsia,
the university students, a phenomenon last seen in the revival during and after
World War 1.

Reaching the intelligentsia with the gospel was a step forward in the maturing
of the revival church in China and progress in its reach into all levels of
society. Behind the staggering increase in numbers enquiring and joining both
the official Church and the house church, was a hunger for Bibles and Bible
teaching. The Protestant Church in China today is almost completely
evangelical. Personal repentance toward God and belief in the Lord Jesus as
Lord and Saviour is the normal experience for professing believers. The cost
of discipleship in terms of persecution is faced.

Such rapid growth in the churches brought its own problems. Lack of Bibles
and Christian literature as well as the growth of cults added to the problem of
adequate discipling so many new Christians. Nonconformity was illegal and
the house-church movement was regarded as a cult by the authorities. We
shall see how these problems were addressed in our next article.

Sources

A ] Broomhall, Hudson Taylor & China’s Open Century, Book 7, Hodder &
Stoughton, 1989.

David H Adeney, China, The Church’s Long March, OMEF, 1985.

David Aikman, Jesus in Beijing, Monarch Books, 2006.

Tony Lambert, China'’s Christian Millions, Monarch Books, 2000.

Jonathan Chao, Christian Community Life in Communist China, 1949-1979.
Pamphlet in Evangelical Library, 1980.
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Zaspel surveys each section of
theology in a manner which
accurately reflects the attention ©  en
to those themes by Warfield. The
ground covered is as follows:
Apologetics and the theological
enterprise including a discussion of
the right of systematic theology (pp.
63-108), the inspiration and authority
of the Bible (111-175), the person and
work of Christ (213-324), the person
and work of the Holy Spirit (327-
366), anthropology and the doctrine
of sin (369-409), the doctrine of
salvation (413-510), the doctrine of
the  Church  (513-500), and
eschatology (533-545). The section
of apologetics is fascinating for those
who identify themselves either as
Reformed evidentialists or
presuppositionalists. The chapter on
the Holy Spirit is especially relevant
today because Warfield maintained
clear reasons for cessationism.

Zaspel concludes with a number of
reflections upon Warfield’s character,
his career, his contribution to the
Church as well as his limitations,
(549-576).

B B Warfield lived through the me
of theological declension when
liberalism, emanating especiallv out
of Germany, was most vin nt.
Subsequently liberalism has
devastated whole denominations
including the once mighty Dutch
Reformed Church in South Africa
where the following doctrines are
openly questioned or denied by
Afrikaans-speaking theologians.
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«  The inerrancy of Scripture
*  The virgin birth of Jesus Christ

*  Qur sinful nature and total
depravity

+  Jesus’ death as our penal
substitution

»  The factual resurrection of
Christ

« Jesus’ exclusivity as the only
possible means of salvation

«  The conscious eternal torments
of hell

e The recognition that Satan and
demons are real and at work in
the world.

In all the above areas B B Warfield
was a powerful expositor and
defender of the faith. His teaching on
2 Timothy 3:16, ‘All Scripture is
God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness, so that the
servant of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work,” has
been like the rock of Gibraltar.
Because the Word is breathed out of
the mouth of God it is perfect and
infallible.

I will refer now to four areas where B
B Warfield was a master theologian.

The Inerrancy of Scripture

‘Warfield acknowledges the jeers of
the critics against the claim that
inspiration applies only to the







immediate attainment of ¢ ire
sanctification by a special act of faith
directed to this end”; second, that
there are accordingly “two kinds of
Christians, a lower kind who had
received only justification, and a
higher kind who had received also
sanctification”, and  third, a
fluctuating scale by which a
Christian’s “perfection” is measured’
(p. 467).

Warfield goes on to show in a sermon
on [ Thessalonians 5:23-24 that
sanctification involves not just a
single act of faith or one experience
but the whole of life in its every detail
all the time, in other words a lifestyle
comprehensively  governed by
Scripture.

Eschatology

Warfield argues that ‘Christ is not
merely striving against evil but
“progressively overcoming” evil
throughout this age. With the dawn of
Christianity and the mighty forces
within it, “a regeneration of society”
has begun, and this age is not simply
that of the Church militant but also
that of the triumphing Church. The
teaching of the apostle Paul in
Romans 11 looks ahead to the
ingathering of the “fullness of the
Gentiles” (v. 25) and of “all Israel” (v.
26). So pervasive will this gospel
conquest be that it will be as “life
from the decad” (v.15), v ich
Warfield characterises as “the
universal Christianization of this

world”, by which he means “at least
the nominal conversion of the
Gentiles and the real salvation of all
the Jews”. As such, this is the
fulfilment of the prayer, “Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on
earth even as it is in heaven” (Matt
6:10). It follows then that this age is
characterised as “these last days”
(Heb 1:2) and “the end of the ages” (1
Cor 10:11 cf. Acts 2:17; 1 Tim 4:1; 2
Tim 3:1; James 5:3; | Peter 1:20; 2
Peter 3:3; 1 John 2:18; Jude 18),
leading up to “the end” at Christ’s
return’ (1 Cor 15:24).

Zaspel devotes twelve pages to
Warfield’s  prevarications  with
evolution and ten pages to his views
of baptism. It is amazing that a
theologian of such brilliance could
not see that baptism is exclusively for
conscious, repentant, believing
disciples (Matt 28:16-20), and not
babies. Zaspel omits the Ten
Commandments and the Christian
Sabbath which Warfield expounded
robustly (cf. Selected Writings,
Meeter, vol 1. p. 308 ff).

I have been helped by reading Kim
Riddlebarger’s review in which he
declares: ‘Zaspel has done what
seems impossible to accomplish-he
not only has mastered Warfield’s
massive body of published work that
he has also given us. Zaspel has also
given us the one thing Warfield did
not leave behind, a systematic
compendium of his theology.” Editor

e |






KIV, The New King James
Version (1982), although some
scholars have questioned wh 1er
it 1s accurate to call it a further
revision of the KJIV, rather than a
new translation. Where does this
leave the KJV in the twenty rst
century? It is likely that suj ort
for the 1611 version will decline
gradually for the foreseeable
future as there are a significant
number of older churchgoers in
particular who are fiercely loyal
to the version with which they
grew up, but the vast majority of
younger people will prefer newer
translations.

An example of this occurred at the
wedding of Prince Willian to
Kate Middleton on Friday 29
April 2011. Despite the passic  1te
commitment to the KIJV by
William’s father Prince Charles,
this couple chose the Bible
readings from the New Revised
Standard Version (1989), a recent
revision of the RSV text. If
younger churchgoers increasingly
select more recent Bible
translations, how will the KJV be
viewed in the wider culture of the
English-speaking world? It is
most probable that it will be
lauded most for its literary
excellence. Ann Wroe in a recent
article waxed eloquent about the
majestic sound of hearing it ad

in public for the first time. “The
effect was extraordinary: as if I
had suddenly found, in the house
of language [ had loved and
explored all my life, a hidden
central chamber whose pillars
and vaulting, rhythm and strength
had given shape to everything
around them. The King James
now breathes venerability.”

Another equally commendatory
article appeared in the British
tabloid newspaper Metro, in
approach to the 400t
anniversary of the publication of

the

the KJV, by journalist Graeme
Green, in which he from a
secular perspective viewed the
significance of the KJV. He wrote:
“The tome, which first went on
sale on 2 May, 1611, took
previous  English  language
versions and created a definitive
Bible that became the

influential book ever written, a

most

cornerstone of British society,
permeating everything from art
and literature to politics and
morality, here and around the
world.” Of this we can be certain,
the KJV has a secure place both in
British history and in the culture
and religious heritage of the
English-speaking world.
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A pastor in a town 25 miles away kindly invited us for a meal and a hot shower
the day we arrived, but that was e only hot water we had the whole time of
our Visit.

The conference was held in the Baptist Church of Kostanay, which had been
founded back in 1908 by Russ | Christians expelled from Belarus, Russia
and the Ukraine. In 1937 virtually all the Christians in the town were
imprisoned under the Stalin regime. The town is largely Russian Orthodox,
with about 10% of the population following Islam. We noticed a number of
new and elaborate mosques being built in the city.

About 60 pastors from the Kostanay region attended the two-day conference,
plus some wives and other church workers. Some men had travelled 400 miles
to be at the conference. The ~~nference was organised locally by Sergei
Babenko, who together with Sl¢ 1 Viazovski, manager of EP’s Russian work
in Belarus, provided translation for the speakers.

John Rubens opened the conference, welcoming those attending and giving a
little of the history of EP’s work in the Russian language. Slava Viazovski
preached the opening address on the grace of God as seen in 2 Samuel chapter
7. Then over the next two days, Stuart Olyott gave three sessions on
‘Preaching better’. He preached his first session based on 1 Corinthians 15,
then went on to show the importance and the practice of preaching from
Scripture. His final session was suggestions and helps for our preaching.

The other main speaker was Graham Heaps from Dewsbury who spoke on
‘Marriage and family life for the astor’, ‘Depression in Christian service’ and
‘Perseverance of the saints’. These subjects had been particularly requested by
the Kazak pastors. Very lively questions and discussion followed each session.

Slava had been able to bring ab 20 kgs of Russian literature with him from
Belarus, and the whole lot was sold in just a few minutes. What tremendous
hunger there was for Christian books and what a need to try and find a way of
getting books into that country. Every pastor who attended was given a copy
of Stuart Olyott’s book ‘Ministering like the Master’ in Russian.

On Sunday we had the opportunity of preaching in the churches and we came
away overjoyed at the privilege of being able to serve our brethren in
Kazakhstan and thrilled to see God at work in that country. Will there be
another conference? We hope so but travel is expensive and it will depend on
support being available in the f wre. John Rubens
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promises of God that all families of
the earth would be blessed (Gen 12:3;
18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14), all nations
would serve the Messiah (Ps 72:11,
17), all nations would come to the
Lord (Is 2:2; Jer 3:17), true religion
would prevail throughout the world
(Pss 22:27; 65:5,8; 67:7; 98:3; 113:3;
Isa 11:9; 54:1,4; Mal 1:11), idols and
idolatrous nations would perish om
the earth (Isa 60:12; Jer 10:11,15),
and the full number of Jews and
Gentiles would be saved (Rom
11:12,25). In typical Puritan fashion
Edwards urged believers to turn these
promises into prayers’ (Page 214).
But are not the references cited above
descriptions of the world to comc -
not this earth? No! There are present
day examples of extraordinary gospel
expansion. For instance there is a city
of 120,000 in the Far East. Seven
years ago a church was planted which
has grown to fill a building which
seats 1,800. This last Christmas
season saw 10,000 people gather at
that venue. There are numerous other
churches in that city where the
proportion of genuine believers has
increased to about thirty percent of
the whole.

There is deep concern that the UK is
under divine judgement and is being
by-passed while other nations
experience spiritual awakenings.
Conrad Pomeroy who is a Reformed
Baptist pastor in Dundee, Scc nd,
begins an article in the Banner of
Truth magazine (Issue 57¢ as
follows, ‘So brothers, which ot you
can speak of conversions in your

church?’ Conrad then draws attention
to the overall national reality of many
shrinking churches. Larger churches
with much activity mask this reality.
They are added to mostly by the
already converted but not by those
converted out of the world. ‘Those
who belong to larger churches may
not feel the urgency of the situation —
there is comfort in numbers, and the
list of weekly activities conveys a
sense of “business as usual”.’

Conrad points to the manner in which
some respond to the spiritual drought.
Visitors from the outside are very
rare. ‘Some churches resort to mere
methods and tactics — “transform
your style of worship, bring in more
music, cut back on the preaching,

soften the lighting (and the
message!), and shelve church
discipline”.” A further consideration

is that the spiritual bankruptcy of
secularised Britain is not reflected by
the immigrant communities where
there are conversions. Black
Pentecostal churches in London and
other cities are noted for their growth
and vitality.

Those struggling in church plants and
those persevering in shrinking
churches are generally those who
most appreciate the meaning of the
text above: ‘At that time men began
to call on the name of the LORD’ (Gen
4:27). It is time to seek our God in
earnest. Will future historians note
that it was when we began to call on
the LorD that the spiritual tide began
to turn?
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The prophet Zephaniah concludes his
prophecy with these promises to the
Jews:

“Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud,
Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all
your heart, Daughter Jerusalem!
The LorDp has taken away your
punishment; he has turned back your
enemy. The LorD, the King of Israel,
1s with you; never again will you fear
any harm.” On that day they will say
to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do
not let your hands hang limp. The
Lorp your God is with you, the
Mighty warrior who saves. He will
take great delight in you; in his love
he will no longer rebuke you, but will
rejoice over you with singing.”

“I will remove from you all who
mourn over the loss of your
appointed festivals, which is a burden
and reproach for you. At that time I
will deal with all who oppressed you.
I will rescue the lame; I will gather
the exiles. [ will give them praise and
honor in every land where they have
suffered shame. At that time 1 will
gather you; at that time I will bring
you home. I will give you honour and
praise among all the peoples of the
earth when 1 restore your fortunes
before your very eyes,” says the
LorD (Zeph 3:14-20).

These promises are echoed as Micah
concludes his prophecy as follows:

‘Who is a God like you, who pardons
sin and forgives the transgression of
the remnant of his inheritance? You
do not stay angry for ever but delight

to show mercy. You will again have
compassion on us; you will tread our
sins underfoot and hurl all our
iniquities into the depths of the sea.
You will be faithful to Jacob, and
show love to Abraham, as you
pledged on oath to our ancestors in
days long ago’ (Micah 7:18-20).

In his exposition of The New
Testament Church from the birth of
Christ to Revelation, Wilhelmus a
Brakel (1635 - 1711)! provides an
eight page commentary on Romans
11. He then expounds 2 Corinthians
3, Matthew 23:39-39 and Isaiah 61:1-
42

In the 17% and 18% centuries the
likelihood of the Jews returning to the
land of Canaan was extremely
remote. Yet a Brakel while denying
all  dispensational notions of
rebuilding the temple points to
passages which describe the return of
the Jews to their land, namely
Deuteronomy 30:1-6; Amos 9:14-15;
and Ezekiel 37:21-26 which reads as
follows:

‘This is what the Sovereign LORD
says: I will take the Israelites out of
the nations where they have gone. 1
will gather them from all around and
bring them back into their own land. 1
will make them one nation in the
land, on the mountains of Israel.
There will be one king over all of
them and they will never again be
two nations or be divided into two
kingdoms. They will no longer defile
themselves with their idols and vile
images or with any of their offences,

39




for I will save them from all (eir
sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse
them. They will be my people, and 1
will be their God.

‘My servant David will be king over
them, and they will all have one
shepherd. They will follow my laws
and be careful to keep my decrees.
They will live in the land T gave to my
servant Jacob, the land where your
ancestors lived. They and ieir
children and their children’s children
will live there for ever, and David my
servant will be their prince forever. I
will make a covenant of peace with
them; it will be an everlasting
covenant.’

Wilhelmus a Brakel points to the
third Messianic Victor’s So  in
[saiah. ‘For Zion’s sake [ win not
keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake 1|
will not remain quiet, till her
vindication shines out like the
dawn, her salvation like a blazing
torch. The nations will see your
vindication, and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name that
the mouth of the LorD will bestow.
You will be a crown of splendour in
the LorD’s hand, a royal diadem in
the hand of your God. No longer will
they call you Deserted, or name your
land Desolate. But you will be called
Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; for
the LorD will take delight in you,
and your land will be married’ (Isa
62:1-4).

Fully aware of different views a
Brakel answers as follows:

Evasive argument. all the texts
quoted above speak of the glorious
state of the Church of the NT, and all
these  expressions are to be
understood as referring to spiritual
matters, rather than the conversion of
the Jews and their restoration to
Canaan.

Answer: This is being asserted, but
has not been proven. With every text
we have shown emphatically that
they speak of Israel and what would
befall them according to soul and
body.

a Brakel concludes by observing the
immutability of the covenant made
with  Abraham and his seed.
‘Consider that God, in spite of all
their sins and stiffneckedness, does
not break his promise nor will he
permit any of the good words he has
spoken to them to fall to the earth.’
He warns us not to despise the Jewish
nation.

“You do not support the root, but the
root supports you. You will say then,
“Branches were broken off so that I
could be grafted in.” Granted. But
they were broken off because of
unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do
not be arrogant, but tremble. For if
God did not spare the natural
branches, he will not spare you
either” (Rom 11:18-21).

. What John Owen was to the English
Puritans a4 Brakel was to the Dutch
Puritans.

2 Reformation Heritage Books, Grand
Rapids, vol. 4, pp. 5061f.
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