

















the UK and across Western Europe.
The call is to pray that this will be
stopped and turned round. Only an
outpouring of the Holy Spirit can
reverse our present decline.

Comment four. Edwards called for
intercession for the advancement of
Christ’s kingdom on earth. As never
before in this dispensation we possess
a knowledge of the extent of the
unfinished work of the great
commission.

“Then Jesus came to them and said,
“All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything 1 have commanded you.
And surely T am with you always, to
the very end of the age”’ (Matt
28:18-20).

Several factors have to be considered.
The first is the number and size of the
Unreached People Groups (UPGs) of
the world. The second is to measure
the rate of progress that is being
made. The third is to measure the
missionary  force at  present
attempting to complete the task. The
fourth and final point is to face the
reality that the worldwide Church is
going backwards rather than forwards
with regard to the fulfillment of the
Great Commission. These points can
be enlarged to fill a book of 1,000
pages. The employment of the recent

edition of OPERATION WORLD is
enough to establish the fact that the
number of unevangelised peoples of
the out-stripping
evangelisation.
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A few facts will suffice. There are 20
Islamic nations that have successfully
fortified themselves against the
gospel. There are at least five major
Buddhist strongholds that are almost
entirely impervious to church
planting. According to OPERATION
CHINA there are 574 UPGs in China.
The growth of the Church in China is
most encouraging but under the
Communist government the barriers
are intact against reaching the UPGs
in China. India has the second largest
population after China. With 2,223
UPGs India represents the most
unreached part of the world. Revivals
in Indian provinces such as Nagaland
and Mizoram have helped to increase
the Indian missionaries to 83,000.
Yet those who actually go and
live with the UPGs are too few to
make completion of the task a
reality.

Visas to work in India are
increasingly difficult to procure
which means that the Indians will
have to complete the work
themselves. The work to be done
compared to the resources shows that
nothing but a mighty impetus from
going the
completion of the Great Commission
possible.
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Psalm 89 is important. Jonathan
Bayes comments as follows: ‘This
Psalm begins with praise to the LORD
for his sovereign rule over creation.
Then from verse 15 it begins to
describe the blessedness of those who
experience the joyful reality of living
under God’s sovereign reign. It then
continues by showing how that
sovereign reign of God has been
brought down to earth in the person
of the King descended from David. In
him God’s hand, God’s sovereign
power, will be established. His foes
will collapse before his advance. The
power of Christ will be seen across
the seas. He will be the highest of the
kings of the earth, not just
theoretically, but in the actual
conditions of life in this world, with
all its political structures.

‘Verses 30-45 admit that, at the time
when this Psalm was written, the
covenant with David appeared to
have stalled. The kings of Judah,
descended from David, had not lived
in obedience to the law of the LORD.
Consequently, God’s people had been
overpowered by their enemies, and
the Davidic line of descent lost its
royal power. However, the Psalm
ends with prayer. The Psalmist cries
out to the LORD for a reversal of the
present distress.

‘Perhaps it is true to say that, in the
circumstances of those days, we see a
paradigm of days like our own, when
gospel progress is not uniform in all
nations, because our sin has resulted
in David’s honourable Son not
getting the glory he deserves in our

nation, and from our leaders. This
Psalm is therefore our mandate to
pray for the revival of the kingdom,
for the quickening of the preaching of
the gospel, here, now, in our time and
place, so that our nation may again
know the blessedness of the joyful
sound of God’s sovereign rule in his
Son through the message of grace;
that our leaders may again understand
that Jesus Christ is the highest of the
kings of the earth, and may submit to
his rule in obedience to the law of
God, and so set the example which
will lead the people to follow Jesus
and live in the joy of the gospel.’

We hope this material will stir our
friends in other parts of the U K to
catch the vision and join with us. We
live in momentous times and we
should be thankful that we are alive
today because we may be granted that
great mercy of seeing the Lord arise
and scatter his enemies. The idea of
a Concert for Prayer is biblical and
brings together two vital truths:

First prayer is the forerunner of
mercy. When God means to bless his
people he first stirs them to pray for
that very blessing he has fore-
ordained. Second it is the Lord who
sets the solitary in families. He may
have set you in a small fellowship
where no-one else seems captivated
by this concept but you could still
join with us by praying at the same
time and on the same day, even if you
have to pray alone. However, you
may find that sooner or later others
will wish to join with you.
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equally in all the work of the children. The reason for this appears to have two
roots:

*  The effects of feminism. Feminism has portrayed motherhood as at worst
a kind of slavery and at best a ‘career break’. The idea is that, unless the
husband is sharing all the tasks in this tremendous burden of bringing up
children, he is letting his wife down.

* An over-reaction to a previous generation of fathers who absented
themselves from the home and from looking after the family.

A wife can feel she needs her husband there all the time and ‘guilt” about being
away from the children can manipulate him. This ‘needing to be with the
family” means that the first concern for many young ministers is how much
time they get off. It means also that many of them just find it impossible to
produce two sermons a week. ‘We don’t know how your generation did it!”’

The answer to this is not abandoning our families but balance. Scripture
teaches complementarianism. Husband and wife should do their assigned
jobs. Your job as a husband is to love, to provide, to encourage, to be a good
model of service, and to lead the family. Yes, you need to help practically and
be involved with the family, but you do not need to be a second mother. Mum
is the nurturer. You must not be made to feel guilty. Your children do not need
you both there all the time. Generally speaking, it really does not take two
parents to put two children to bed. Without abandoning the family you do need
to do a good and thorough job for the church.

The description of fathers in Ephesians 6

‘Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord” (Eph 6:4). The instruction to fathers in
Ephesians 6:4 is divided into two parts, positive and negative.

The negative command for father

In verse 4 the apostle says, ‘Fathers, do not exasperate your children.’ Is Paul
saying that you must never do anything which might anger or upset your
child? Is he saying that if at any time your children respond badly to your
correction then you know you have gone wrong? No, he is not saying that.
There is indwelling sin in all of us, including children, so even the best and
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anyone, so the gospel is likely to get the best hearing from you. I have to say
that we have been helped by ¢ 2r families and people in the church too. Once
children become teenagers, someone else in the church talking one-to-one
with them can be very helpful. It underlines that this Christianity is real and
not just ‘taught in our home because we are the minister’s kids’. Here are
ordinary people, with ordinary jobs who are taking time with me to teach me
what is really important to them.

How is this teaching to be done?

Training and instruction must be grounded in the Scriptures. Just as you give
your children good food for their bodies, you must give them good, sound,
wholesome food for their souls — God’s Word. As a church minister, you must
mix that teaching of the Word of God with your own experiences of God’s
goodness. They need to know Christianity is not just a theory that Dad
preaches on Sundays. It is something that works in real life. In Israel Joshua
instructed the people to set up monuments. ‘What are these great stones doing
here by the shore of the Jordan river?” (Josh 4:6). Then tell them what
happened when God stopped e river so that we could pass over into the
Promised Land. Tell them he is no God imprisoned in a book, but the living
God whom we know in our lives. ‘Hear what the Lord did for me!” And bring
the things of God into your everyday life — pray together about your troubles
and let the children see God answering. Discuss together how God’s Word
applies to this situation we face, or why following God’s laws is the best way
to live, and how and why other ways of living lead to trouble and
disappointment, ‘Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when
you get up’ (Deut 6:7). Teach them to think biblically and to see the lies in
things like adverts and materialism etc. And above all else do all this
prayerfully, with understanding bringing each child daily to the throne of grace
for God’s blessing (Job 1:5).

Conclusion

How can you fit all this in? You need to be disciplined. You need to make
friends with your alarm clock. You need to be the first one up every moming
as the servant-leader of the home — praying, reading the Scriptures, meeting
with your Father in heaven, knowing that those who wait upon the Lord will
renew their strength and rise on eagles’ wings to serve God, the church and the
family.
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picture in psalm 2 where 1 kings of the earth assemble against the
Lord and against his anointed. The Church has enemies that seek her
destruction. The Church is under threat (1) when the powers of
Satan and the world are at work in persecution, (2) when a nation
becomes so wicked that God threatens to destroy all in it, and (3)
when the apostasy and the decay is within the professing Church
and God threatens to remove the candlestick.

3. The Praises of the King

‘We have thought of thy lovingkindness.” The Church meditates and
reflects on God’s steadfast love to her. “‘According to thy name, O
God, so is thy praise.” His renown is known throughout the whole
world and according to tl . so is his praise. He is known for his
‘righteousness’ and ‘judgements’ and the children of God in all
generations can identify emselves with his work. ‘They went
through the flood on foot; there did we rejoice in him’ (Ps 66:6).

4. Preservation through the King

How many cities and kingdoms have risen to great power and glory
and where are they now? But this city, this kingdom, will never
perish. The inhabitants are invited to inspect the walls, towers,
bulwarks and palaces. The reat truths that preserve the city are (1)
The kingship of Christ. The answer to the rebellion of the nations is
that ‘I have set my king upon my holy hill of Zion’ (Ps 2:6). The
rightful King is installed upon Zion’s hill. He must have subjects to
rule. They will be made w ing in the day of his power (Ps 110:3).
He will defend his subjects. (2) The promises of God. The great
promise of the old dispensation is in Genesis 3:15 and was
gloriously fulfilled in Christ. The promise of the New Testament is
in Matthew 16:18, ‘Upon this rock will I build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (3) The eternal covenant.
God relates to man by covenant. There is the eternal Covenant of
Redemption which, after man failed in the Covenant of Works,
came to fruition in the Covenant of Grace. It is an ‘everlasting
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covenant, ordered in all things and sure’ (2 Sam 23:4). Therefore we
are assured that God is our Guide and Protector ‘unto dying’. This
is the strongest expression that can be used for constancy.

Application
1. The Church has continuity

God’s work 1s one. God’s Church is one. There is continuity
throughout the Old and New Testaments. One generation cannot do
justice to all that God has done. ‘One generation shall praise thy
works to another.” Remembrance of God’s works must not die out.
“Tell it to the generation following.” Evangelicalism did not begin in
the 18t century as some claim. Evangelistic activity did not start
with D I. Moody. We are standing on the shoulders of giants.

2. The Church is God-centred

God-centredness has been the hallmark of the Church in its best
days. She was enamoured with God in his majesty, glory, holiness
and grace. The Protestant Reformation consisted of replacing God
as he has revealed himself in Christ back at the centre of Church life.
The core of Calvinism is the vision of God. We need a return to
God-consciousness in the Church today.

3. The Church's beauty depends on the presence of the King

He is the glory in her midst. When he manifests his glorious
presence in her then the Church advances and her enemies are
scattered. Militancy is an essential feature of the true Church.
‘Positively put, the Church’s militancy is proof of its holiness. As
the light of the world it cannot but strive to expel the darkness of
sin... Thus militancy becomes synonymous with glory.” (R B
Kuiper, The Glorious Body of Christ, page 34).
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of Common Prayer’, which also included the episcopal ordination of
ministers. Philip Ienry was one of the ejected ministers, necessarily losing
both his living and the new parsonage, and so left Worthenbury to take
residence at the estate of his wife Katherine (1629-1707), at Broad Oak and
Bronington, Flintshire. Philip’s son John (1661-1667) was born at
Worthenbury, but Matthew (1662-1714) and his four sisters were born at
Broad Oak. Matthew was baptised at Whitewell, but Philip refused to assist,
because he would not make the sign of the cross. These were days when men
of God stuck to their principles whatever the cost.

Hot on the heels of the above two Acts, there followed the Conventicle Act
(1664), which outlawed the meeting together for worship of more than five
non-family members, and the Five Mile Act, which prevented ejected
ministers from living within five miles of their previous parish and from
teaching in schools. The king, aware of the harshness of these Acts, known as
the Clarendon Code, issued a Declaration of Indulgence in 1672. Philip Henry
now exercised his preaching ministry based at Broad Oak, where Matthew had
now reached 10 years of age. This short interval of peace came to an end when
Parliament forced the king to withdraw the Declaration in 1679.

Following the death of Charles II on 6 February 1685, on 11 June his
illegitimate son, the exiled Duke of Monmouth, landed at Lyme Regis in
Dorset with a small force in an attempt to topple the new Catholic king James
1. The authorities were very suspicious at this time of meetings and possible
plots, and Philip Henry was arrested for defying the Conventicle Act and
incarcerated in Chester Castle for three weeks.

By 1687 conditions for Nonconformists had somewhat improved, and
Matthew Henry, now aged 24, was able to be ordained at Broad Oak on 9 May
by his father with five other colleagues n attendance. During the following
year all five remaining children were married at Whitewell Chapel. In 1689
the Act of Toleration was passed, allowing Nonconformists their own places
of worship and their own teachers, providing they accepted certain oaths of
allegiance. Philip died on 24 June 1696 and was buried at Whitchurch. Each
daughter was bequeathed a copy of Matthew Poole’s Annotations, with the
rest of his library going to his wife and Matthew, who preached one of the
funeral sermons.







350 in membership and 300 in regular attendance. It was demolished in the
1960s during construction of the Forum Shopping Centre.

He married Katherine in 1687, but she died of smallpox at age 25, leaving a
daughter, also Katherine. He married Mary five months later, by whom he had
eight daughters and a son, Philip, who became MP for Chester.

Preacher and expositor

He preached in the country villages around Chester, and made annual tours to
Lancashire and Staffordshire. He and his congregation were abused by high-
churchmen, and an attempt was made to burn down their meeting-place in
1692. Matthew told his father in a letter that four pew doors, two on either side
of the aisle, one being his wife’s seat, were opened and the fire kindled under
them. It being the middle of the night, it was a miracle it was discovered. “The
light and roaring of it was more terrible than one could imagine.” God also
overruled in that Richard Lee, ‘tho’ an enemy to the Chapel’, was very helpful
in quenching the fire, because his hay-loft adjoined it.!

He began his Exposition of the Old and New Testament in 1704 with
comments on the Pentateuch, published in folio three years later, completing
the Old Testament in 1712. This was during the period of Queen Anne (1665-
1702), daughter of James II. Although her parents were Roman Catholic,
Anne was brought up a member of the Church of England, and was under a
Protestant governess. The Bishop of London, Henry Compton (1631/2-1713)
guided her in the Christian faith and exercised an anti-Catholic bias, so she
could write to her sister in 1686 when she felt herself persecuted for her faith:
‘God be thanked we were not bred up in that communion, but are of a Church
that is pious and sincere, and conformable in all its principles to the
Scriptures.” Several times in his Exposition Henry gives thanks to God for this
period of national peace and freedom from persecution. Thus on Esther 10:3
he comments: ‘Thanks be to God for such a government as this we are blessed
with, which seels the welfare of our people, speaking peace to all their seed.
God continue it long, very long, and grant us, under the happy protection and
influence of it, to live quiet and peaceable lives, in godliness, honesty and
charity!”
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