








Also to be considered is the
Establishment. How can Prince
Charles, a self-confessed pluralist,
be head of the Church of England?
As it is we have seen the Queen
sign legislation that is contrary
to Scripture and a denial of her
coronation vows. Underlying that
is the bizarre idea that the head of
the Church can be appointc by a
political apparatus. Christ is the only
Head of his universal Church.

How can Church of England
evangelicals continue in a body
which denies the gospel?

The idea of secession for Church
of England ministers is hard,
because what are they to secede
to? They observe the instabilities of
independency. In addition to that true
pastors do not abandon their flocks.

The best solution would be to follow
the example of the secessionist body
called CESA —the Church of England
of South Africa. CESA was formed
in 1938 when ministers resigned from
the main Anglican Church in South
Africa and joined together to form
a thoroughly reformed and faithful
denomination. Reformed Baptists
in South Africa gladly unite with
CESA ministers like Frank Retief in
promoting the Reformed faith. For
more information about CESA see
pages three and four.

There is no discipline in the Anglican
Establishment and that means an
essential mark of Christ’s Church
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is missing. When the Establishment
occupies the broad road that leads
to destruction it is certainly time
to secede from it. ‘Jesus suffered
outside the city gate to make the
people holy through his own blood.
Let us, then, go to him outside the
camp, bearing the disgrace he bore’
(Heb 13:12-13).

Evangelical Christianity in the UK
will be greatly strengthened when
evangelicals unite in preaching
the gospel of salvation which is
something we never hear from C
of E bishops who always side with
popular opinion as we have seen with
the same-sex marriage legislation.
‘Have nothing to do with the fruitless
deeds of darkness, but rather expose
them’ (Eph 5:11).

It is all very well reminding others
about what they ought to do. Those
who hold to a Confessional 1689
position have failed to follow the
example of the early Reformed
Baptists who united together in
association which is recommended in
the Confession, chapter 26 paragraph
15. It 1s urgent that Reformed Baptist
churches across Western Europe
unite in association.

Liberal teachers who deny the
Bible infiltrated the Methodist,
Baptist Union and United Reformed
denominations. When a leader
Michael Taylor denied the deity of
Christ in the 1970s and no discipline
was exercised a number of ministers
seceded from the Baptist Union.






to the hierarchical system which puts the essence and authority of the Church
in an exclusive priesthood, and makes ordained priests the necessary mediators
between God and the people.

The Church of England in South Africa upholds the priesthood of all believers.
It believes it can only be effective in evangelism and mission if it trains and
empowers its laity for gospel ministry.

5. We are a Reformed c¢] rch

The Church of England in South Africa holds to the five points of doctrine
which lie at the heart of the Reformation — grace alone, faith alone, Christ alone,
Scripture alone and to the glory of God alone.

Thomas Cranmer, the Archbishop of Canterbury in the time of King Henry VIII,
was able to bring Martin Luther’s rediscovery of these great truths into the heart
of the Church of England.

The Church of England in South Africa is Reformed in that it embraces and
articulates these great biblical insights taught by Luther, Calvin and the other
reformers.

6. We are a Creedal (Confessional) church

The Church of England is a church that uses confessions of faith to express the
teaching of the Bible. We uphold the four Ecumenical Councils and the three
historic Creeds as expressing the rule of faith.

Article 8: The three creeds, namely the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian Creed, and
what is commonly called the Apostles” Creed, should be received and believed
without reservation, because they may be proved from Holy Scripture.

For continuation of CESA articles consult www.

The Church of England in South Africa can be called a covenantal church because
it emﬁ)hasises God’s one single covenant with his people tpromised to Abraham,
which is a covenant not simply with individuals but with families. The promises
of God included Abraham’s children. We believe that God causes his covenant
to run in the line of continued generations, i.e. with believers and their children.
It follows that the children of believers should receive baptism, the sign and seal
of God’s covenant.

8. We are an Episcopal church

The Church of England in South Africa is an Episcopal church. It values Bishops
as an ancient and well-tried form of ministry, agreeable to Scripture (though
not actually required by Scripture). Bishops are viewed primarily as pastors and
teachers.

We recognise that God has called and gifted bishops, presbyters and deacons to
equi{) all the people of God for their ministry in the world. We uphold the classic
Anglican Ordinal as an authoritative standard of clerical orders.

The ministry of women in the church is vital, but it does not require them to be
ordained as Presbyters or Bishops. The proposal to admit women as Presbyters
or Bishops would be a denial of the headship of the man as taught by the New
Testament. For continuation consult www.
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birds (Gen 2:19), as well as man (Gen 2:7), were made from the dust of the
ground, and presumably the water which came up as springs from the earth
(Gen 2:6). All the necessary chemical elements required to form a living body
were present — apart from life itself. Both beasts and man would need an
extra gift from God, not avail le from inanimate earth, to create a living and
reproducing creature. It is only with regard to man, however, that it is recorded
that God ‘breathed into his nostrils the breath of life’ (Gen 2:7). With hindsight
we see that God breathed more than mere physical life into Adam — but an
eternal and spiritual existence also.

We read in Genesis 1:26-27 that God created man alone to be in his own
image and likeness. He could think, reason, talk and worship. He had every
expectation that he would live for ever. God’s essential nature is to be eternal,
and man had an imputed eternal life because he had been made to resemble
God. In fact, he would not know what death meant at this stage.

The tree of life

Adam was placed in a garden to exercise his creative skills, and there were in
the middle of this paradise of Eden two trees. One was the tree of life, the other
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen 2:9). He was not to eat of the
latter, but he was presumably allowed to eat of the former. After the Fall access
to this tree of life was barred (Gen 3:24). This was necessary to prevent Adam
and Eve using the fruit and leaves to prolong their earthly lives indefinitely,
and so negating the curse of death. The tree reappears in the New Jerusalem
in Revelation 22:2, the next verse pointing out that there will no longer be
any curse. The ultimate source of eternal life is of course Christ, and he is the
source of permanent healing for the nations. Just as Moses lifted up the brazen
serpent, and all who looked in faith to it were healed, so those who look to
Christ lifted up on the cross for them, will also be permanently healed from
the effects of sin: ‘Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son
of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes in him may have eternal
life’ (John 3:14-15).

Dust and spirit

The terrible conclusion to God’s curse upon Adam after the Fall is: ‘For
dust you are and to dust you will return’ (Gen 3:19). Adam’s sin was that of
disobedience and rebellion against God his Creator and Lord. There was just
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one thing God told him not to do, and that was to eat the fruit of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. No other explanation or reason was given by
God, other than that if he did so he would surely die (Gen 2:17). Because all of
future mankind was to arise from Adam’s ‘loins’ or offspring, then Adam’s fate
would be inherited by his successors. This would be the inevitable result of the
Fall; we cannot complain that it is unfair that we are born guilty sinners. There
could have been no other outcome. It was probably Solomon who tells us in
Ecclesiastes 12:7, ‘And the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the
spirit returns to God who gave it.” This is quoted by Berkhof in his argument
against conditional immortality.

Redemption

God did not leave man to simply disappear into a heap of dust. He was
answerable to the God who at that time talked with them on earth. After Eden
men must still give an account to God, and this will happen at the judgment
(Heb. 9:27). Tt is inconceivable that those who get away unpunished in this life
for sins of cruel torture and murder would not have to face their Creator and
receive an appropriate sentence.

God in his grace would not be thwarted by the devil in his ultimate plans for
man. Before the creation of the world he had resolved to save a multitude
to be the bride of Christ (Eph 1:4) and had already prepared a kingdom for
them (Matt 25:34). So God began to reveal his great plan of redemption —
firstly to the devil, declaring that the seed of the woman (Christ) would crush
his head (Gen 3:15b), then by making leather garments for Adam and Eve he
showed that the shedding of blood was necessary for the forgiveness of sin and
restoring a right relationship with God.

God reveals his truth gradually

An objection from some is that it was unfair of God to hide the fact that all men
had eternal spirits that would be judged and could suffer for ever in hell. But
we forget that God is God, and can deal with his creation as he thinks fit: ‘But
who are you, O man, to talk back to God? “Shall what is formed say to him
who formed it, ‘Why did you make me like this?”” (Rom 9:20).

It is plain that God didn’t choose to reveal the Scriptures all at once, but over
many centuries. The Old Testament saints had to learn obedience to the law,
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and the necessity of the shedding of sacrificial blood for the atonement of their
sins. They also had to learn to have a personal faith and trust in God, and to
look forward to the coming Messiah. Under the influence of the Holy Spirit,
there were times when they knew they would live beyond the grave and be
welcomed by God into heave We read as early as Genesis 5:24 (also Heb
11:5): ‘Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him
away.” Job said, ‘And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh 1 will
see God’ (Job 19:26). In Psalm 23:6 David writes, ‘Surely goodness and love
will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.” Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven (2 Kings 2:11). God told
Malachi (Mal 3:16-17) that the names of those who feared the Lord would be
written in a scroll in his presence, ‘They will be mine’, says the Lord Almighty,
‘in the day when I make up my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as
in compassion a man spares his son who serves him.’

Immortality is no illusion

Believers are God’s jewels, his treasured children who are heading for a
glorious future in heaven with a loving Father. For them eternal life is a great
blessing. How sad that Jean-Paul Sartre could say: ‘Life has no meaning the
moment you lose the illusion of being eternal.’ He understood that immortality
was the only thing that could give human life any meaning. James Montgomery
(1771-1854) found personally that ‘life from the dead is in that word, ’Tis
immortality’. Let us thank God for our immortal spirits, and if we have not
already done so, seek that pearl of great price, everlasting life in the kingdom
of the Saviour, and be like the wise merchant who went and sold all that he had,
and bought it (Matt 13:46).

) http://www.davidcox.com.mx/library/C/Calvin%20-%20Genesis %20
Vo1%202%20(b).pdf

2 Berkhof, Louis, Systematic Theology, Banner of Truth,
1966 reprint, p 601

3 Montgomery, James, Grace Hymns, 2nd ed., 1984, No. 781

Born in Bristol, Dr Nigel Faithful attends St Mellons Baptist Church, Cardiff
(pastor Andy Christofides). He is a regular contributor for Evangelical Times.
Day One has published his T 1ghts Fixed and Affections Flaming, being a
biography of Matthew Henry with 1400 of his selected sayings.
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like a mini-empire. It included a widespread radio gospel ministry, a literature
ministry, colporteurs and chur  planting. All the evangelistic enterprises were
church-based emanating from First Baptist Church of Algiers, New Orleans.

From this introductory overview we go back to the beginning.

Born 22nd August 1923 in Morrow, LA to Pastor Lee Roy Shelton Sr and
Dola Myrtis Simmons, the baby was left to die on the living room couch. The
reason was that his birth was a difficult one and the doctor was instructed to
save the mother. The Lord had his plans, for the baby survived the precarious
early hours of his life. As Alb  Shelton grew and learned to speak he would
say, ‘My name not Albert, me ‘Ee Oy.” His name was changed to Lee Roy
Shelton Jr.

Lee Roy Jr had two older sisters Jessie Marie and Ora Nell. He had a younger
brother Iley Judson and younger sister Carol Rowena.

Times were hard growing up during the depression years of the 1920s and 30s
and the rationing years of the early 1940’s due to World War II. Lee Roy started
working at the age of eleven as a paperboy and the 25 cents he made each week
went to help put food on the table. His mother cut up a meatball to share with
the many preachers and missionaries that were in and out of their home. At age
16 Lee Roy started working at Todd Johnson Shipyards as a riveter’s helper
building warships.

Lee Roy met Frances Loraine eeves when she was 13 and he was 14. Her
uncle was a pastor and it was through a church gathering that Lee Roy and
Loraine met. She lived on the east side of New Orleans and he on the west
side. This meant crossing the Mississippi River by ferry boat and travelling by
street car to her home. Lee Roy courted her with only a dime for transportation
and a pack of chewing gum in his pocket. Much of their courting was done
via telephone.

Lee Roy graduated from Martin Behrman High School in June of 1941. This
was the only formal education he ever received. After a 5-year courtship he
married his childhood sweetheart on 21st August 1942, one day before his 19th
birthday.
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Shelton Sr on stage in verbal competition with a man of enormous stature. The

contest was about which of the two was the greatest sinner.

L R Shelton Sr was a born leader who gave birth to vigorous gospel enterprise.
1964 copies of VOICE OF TRUTH magazine reveal a broad successful gospel
ministry on many fronts. Every church member had a work to do. Church
planting was on the agenda. In preaching the emphasis was on the total
depravity of a fallen race, sovereign grace in salvation and a strong evangelistic
emphasis, namely the necessity of repentance toward God and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

However there was a serious flaw which illustrates how careful Christian
leaders need to be especially in keeping to justification by faith alone. L R
Shelton Sr fell into the trap of adding to justification by insisting on a high
degree of spiritual experience as a proof of conversion. Often it is those of
Pentecostal persuasion who fé into this error. L R Shelton Sr was definitely
not a Pentecostal. It is required that believers must be joined to Christ by faith
and that they will have an experimental dimension as it says in Romans, ‘God
has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given
us’ (Rom 5:5). This can easily be distorted if high degrees of experience are
expected, namely, that unless a person is able to give a glowing testimony
of heart experience he is not accepted as converted. Even though that person
passes the tests of correct doctrinal belief in Christ and the Trinity, is in humble
submission to the moral law and principles of church practice, and loves the
church family -- even though that may all be correct, that person may be
regarded as deficient. Of course it is possible that a person professing faith
is lacking real Holy Spirit regeneration but once you set the bar of experience
at seven-feet high you are adding to justification by faith alone. It has become
Justification by faith plus a seven-feet high spiritual experience.

It is here that we discover that Lee Roy Shelton Jr, although accepted into
the ministry as co-pastor alongside his powerful father in 1961, came to be
regarded as unconverted. But this was rectified when he did claim to have a
seven-foot high experience. Some therefore thought that his conversion was as
late as 1965. Another allied mistake to the requirement of a seven-feet high
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Tensions developed between Lee Roy Jr and his father. These intensified in
1970. The situation became impossible when L R Shelton Sr publicly accused
his son Lee Roy Jr of stealing a large sum of money. At this point the testimony
of Lee Roy’s daughter Sharon explains this crisis: ‘All my grandfather had
to say was that they couldn’t account for the money and no one would ever
openly question my grandfath ~ There was never any money missing -- just
someone giving my grandfather incorrect information that could be used to
make my Dad resign. This accusation was made before the choir members
right before we went on the air live for a Sunday morning broadcast. I was
completely devastated. Assoon as the broadcast was over I left and went to the
home of the bookkeeper and asked if there was any way my Dad could have
stolen $10,000 and cover it up. She said no and was shocked to hear what had
happened. But the damage was done. The accusation was out there and was

never taken back even though no money was missing.’

Soon after this impasse during May of 1970 Lee Roy Jr left New Orleans and
moved far north to Minnesota. This cleavage left deep wounds in Lee Roy’s
soul. It explains why he always insisted on observing the difference between
L R Sr and Lee Roy Jr. It also sheds light on why Lee Roy Jr was extremely

cautious and slow in trusting o rs.

Moving away so suddenly was a traumatic experience. He testified to being
comforted by the words of Genesis 12: ‘Now the Lord had said unto Abram,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house,
unto a land that 1 will show thee.” He knew of a small group in Litchfield,
Minnesota in need of a pastor. It was on his way to visit the group in Minnesota
that he completely dedicated his life to the Lord’s will for his future. In a motel
room in Baldwin WI he prayed for guidance and the words from Jeremiah
came into his heart: ‘Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great
and mighty things which thou knowest not’ (Jer 33:3). ‘Behold, I am the Lorp,
the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for me?” (Jer 32:27). ‘For I
know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lorp, thoughts of peace,
and not of evil, to give you an expected end’ (Jer 29:11). In June 1970 Mt Zion
Bible Church was started in the home of Guy and Kay Anderson in Litchfield.

16




When Lee Roy Jr left New Orleans with nothing but his family and household
possessions his father-in-law gave him $2000 to make the trip and start a new
life. The next eight years in Litchfield were his experience on the ‘backside of
the desert” where the Lord taught him and prepared him for the work to come.

He sold cars for Anderson Ford Dealership during the week and preached on
Sundays. In February 1971 he had another ruptured disc in his back. This
would make his 3rd major back surgery and left him with a permanent disability.

After 18 months in the Anderson home Mt Zion Bible Church was able to
purchase a two-storey building in downtown Litchfield. The lower level
formed the sanctuary and later housed the first printing equipment. The main
level became the home of Mt Zion Bible and Bookstore. And the upper level
was the parsonage.

His vision for a radio and world-wide literature ministry intensified in 1973.
In September 1974 he dedicated his life to live by faith. This is the key to
understanding the subsequent course of his ministry. Time and time again he
would face insurmountable financial obstacles but in every one of these he
persevered with persistent intercession. It was as though he had an omnipotent
friend to whom he spoke in intimate terms. ‘How can you not meet these
paramount needs that face me now? - You have never let me down, Surely,
Lord, you will not let me down now!” Often it was a major financial need and

sometimes it was an urgent need for suitable workers.

During the 1970s two brothers living in Montana became well-known as ‘the
Bouma brothers” on account of their imaginative and enterprising work of
publishing a series of Puritan paperbacks. In 1975 they visited Lee Roy and
shared their knowledge and experience. Some of the titles after that visit were
books loaned from Lee Roy’s library. It is one thing to publish books but it is
another to distribute them. It was for the advertising and distribution of the
Puritan paperbacks that the ministry of Gospel Missions was started in alliance
with the Summit Book series published by Baker Book House.

By 1978 the Lord was leading in the direction of Pensacola, Florida. Through
all the years of ups and downs in New Orleans, Litchfield and Pensacola, two
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people were a constant support in his life, his beloved wife Loraine, and his
sister Ora Nell Myers. (Her husband John was sympathetic toward the work
of Mt Zion.) Though both his wife and his sister served in different ways they

provided a consistent source of encouragement.

The spiritual foundation of Lee Roy’s daily life was the infallible Word of God.
I visited Chapel Library and stayed with him every year for eight years in the
1990s. He was always up early - read his Bible and engage in meditation and
prayer. This would precede the all-important daily morning prayer meeting.
Carefully brewed tea was his first physical sustainer. Breakfast came after the
prayer meeting.

Lee Roy Jr did not watch TV. He loved meditating on Scripture. A favourite
passage was Isaiah 44:3 4, ‘For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and
floods upon the dry ground: 1 will pour my Spirit upon thy seed, and my
blessing upon thine offspring: And they shall spring up as among the grass, as
willows by the water courses.” 1e verse that helped shape his ministry came
from Isaiah 41:14,15, ‘Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will
help thee, saith the Lorp, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. Behold,
I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt
thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff.’

He considered himself a worm that the Lorp could use to thresh the mountains.

In 1978 Lee Roy Jr moved to Pensacola, Florida where an all-round ministry

continued to expand.

T0 be continued. Next time we will learn how stage by stage amazingly generous
provisions were made by which the work increased greatly. When most needed
Michael Snyder of Jewish background arrived to become a dynamic worker

and organiser alongside Lee Roy Jr.
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For this man works many signs. The reason they were at a loss was because
there could be no doubt about the truth of all the many miracles that Jesus
had done, including this one of raising to life Lazarus who had been dead
and buried for four days. Can we doubt that they would have denied the
truth of the miracles if they could? But they had been too many, and too
widely witnessed, for them to be denied. Certainly the general public
at large believed in them an enthusiasm for Jesus as the Messiah was
growing rapidly.

If we let him alone like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and take away both our place and nation.

The council had to look at the situation from a political point of view. The
dilemma they faced was expressed. What are we to do about Jesus? If they
were to continue their policy of doing nothing it would end in tumult and
disaster for the whole nation. On the other hand they had absolutely no
legal grounds on which to arrest Jesus and put a stop to him.

everyone will believe in him. A popular movement with Jesus as Messiah
would not be a religious movement only, it would be political as well.
The Pharisees and the people believed that the Messiah, the Son of David,
would set up a political kingdom with Jerusalem as his capital. Indeed on
Palm Sunday the crowds were to shout out that very thing. They were to
welcome Jesus into Jerusalem as their king, the Son of David, the rightful
heir to king David’s throne.

the Romans will come and take away both our place and nation. 1If Jesus
gathered too many followers, an armed rebellion against Rome would be
inevitable. The Roman authorities would send an army to deal with the
rebels. It would end in disaster for the Jews. Both the temple, ‘our place’,
and the ‘nation’ would be ‘taken away’ that is to say destroyed (the same
word is used in Matthew 24:39). Both these things were indeed to happen at
the hands of the Romans forty years into the future in AD 70. The present
threat to the nation was indeed a real threat. To their credit it was the public
good that concerned members of the Sanhedrin most.

The counsel of the high priest

And one of them, Caiaphas, being high priest that year, said to them, “You
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nation only, but also that he would gather together in one the children of
God who were scattered abroad.

The words of Caiaphas turned out to have a deeper meaning than he
intended or understood. The apostle John gives us that deeper meaning. The
words of Caiaphas unknown to himself were prophetic concerning Christ.

Now this he did not say on his own authority .. he prophesied. Caiaphas
was led by God in the choice of his words. His very words were inspired
by God, though truly his ov = We have here an illustration of how the
Scriptures came into being.

He prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation. Jesus came to save the
Jews, not to destroy them. The cross opened the way of salvation for the
Jews.

but also that he would gather together in one the children of God who were
scattered abroad... The Jews who lived abroad were called the ‘diaspora’
(the dispersion, the scattered ones). It was believed that the Messiah would
gather back to the homeland the Jewish exiles who had been scattered
among the heathen nations of the world. Under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit this belief was taken up by the apostle John and applied to Christ and
his Church.

The cross opened the way of salvation for all the world (3:17; 12:32).
Under the New Covenant Christ will gather to himself a people from the
whole world. All who believe on him receive adoption into the family of
God as children (1:12,13). These all, both believing Jews and believing
Gentiles, will be gathered together from the whole world into the one
Church of Christ (10:16).

The inspiration of the Scriptures

The Scriptures, down to the very last word, were fully inspired by God (2
Tim 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20,21), though written by men. Because the Scriptures
were inspired by God they teach the truth, because God cannot lie. God, in
his providence, has preserved the Scriptures in their purity in a remarkable
way. We can trust our Bibles. They are reliable.

All the prophecies made in them have been fulfilled or are yet to be fulfilled
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in the future. Nearly all the books in the Old Testament and most in the
New Testament have prophecies in them. True prophecy is always fulfilled
exactly as predicted. The Bible is unique in this way. The prophecies
confirm that the source of the Scriptures is God, not man. Normally the
prophets knew when they were being inspired by the Holy Spirit, even if
they did not fully understand the meaning of what they were prophesying
(1 Peter 1:10-12).

It can also be said that Christ is the substance of all Scripture (Luke 24:44),

The Bible is fully inspired in each and every word in the original. Errors
that may have happened in the copying or in the translation of the Bible
are so few and so insignificant that they do not affect any truth or doctrine
taught in Scripture.

Because the Bible is one book, whose real author is God, there is a unity
in the whole that could not have been achieved by the greatest cleverness
of man. The Bible is unique. It stands head and shoulders above all other
writings. Difficult scriptures are to be interpreted in the light of others that
are more clear.

The prophecy begins to be fulfilled
Then, from that day on, they plotted fo put him to death.

The advice of Caiaphas was agreed to by the council as a whole. The
decision was taken that Jesus should die. It was official now. Careful plans
were laid how to bring his death about.

Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among the Jews, but went from
there into the country near the wilderness, to a city called Ephraim, and
there remained with his disciples.

Jesus knew that he had stirred up a hornets’ nest. He quietly withdrew to a
safe place with his disciples, to wait for the coming Passover festival. The
location of Ephraim is not known today. The wilderness of Judea was to
the east and south of Jerusalem, but not to be confused with the ancestral
lands of Ephraim were to the north of Jerusalem.

And the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went from the country up
to Jerusalem before the Passover, to purify themselves.
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Western world. To an African, God is
there. He is the Creator and ultimate
Governor and Benefactor of the whole

universe.

Rather, in our spiritual worldview,
although God is there he is very far
away. Between him and us as human
beings lie two layers in the spirit world.
One is that of angels and demons (i.e.
bad angels) and the other—which is
even closer to us—is that of the spirits

of the departed.

So, although God is a benevolent,
loving, and caring Being, unless
the beings that dwell in these two
layers that lie between him 1 us
are appeased, his blessings cannot
reach us. It is, therefore, important to
appease the ancestral spirits and defeat

the demons. Only after that will God’s

blessings come upon us.

This is where in African traditional
religions witchdoctors come in. They
are the people with the mysterious
power to break through these two
layers. They tell us what we must
do in order to appease the spirits of

our forefathers. They also engage the

26

demons for us through their midnight

trances, dances and incense.

So, a person who is beset with
perennial illnesses, failing to get a
job, failing to find a spouse or to have
children, whose business is failing
to thrive, etc., simply goes to the
witchdoctor who alone has the key to
look into the spirit world. He is told
that it is either a deceased person or an

evil spirit who is frustrating him.

Sometimes the enemy is a person
who is alive. However, the reason
why this living individual seems to
have a mysterious hold over your life
is because he has plugged into those
two layers (of either dead ancestors or
evil spirits) and you have not plugged
in. With the help of a powerful
witchdoctor you can outsmart him in
those two layers, and the blessings of
God can once again begin to flow into

your life.

Whichever way, the power of the
witchdoctor is not in explaining
truth but in mindless frenzy. His grip
upon the popular mind is his eerie

mysteriousness and his capacity to




knock you out of your senses and then
pronounce you delivered. Of course,
this is never done by benevolence.

You pay for his services.

The  Charismatic  Movement’s

Rendition

1 do not mean to be unkind, but what
the modern Charismatic Movement
in Africa has done is to simply take
this entire erroneous superstructure
of African religious worldview and
baptise it with wrongly applied Bible
verses and Christian language. The
only difference is that the layer of
dead ancestors and evil spirits is
now one hotchpotch of confusion.
This 1s why the nonsense of demons
becoming spirit husbands and wives,
and wreaking havoc in marriages, is
taken for granted! This is also why
the heresy of generation curses has
become so popular. In our minds bad
luck can be passed on from that layer

of dead ancestors.

In the African Charismatic circles
the ‘man of God’ has replaced the
witchdoctor. He is the one who oozes

with mysterious power that enables

him to break through those two
impregnable layers, which we lesser
mortals cannot penetrate. So, when
blessings are not flowing our way
despite our prayers, we make a beeline
to his quarters or his church for help.
This explains the throngs in these
circles. The crowds are not looking for
someone to explain to them the way to
find pardon with God. No! They want
the ‘man of God’ to pray for them.

This also explains the stranglehold
that ‘men of God’ have on the minds
of their devotees in these circles. In the
Evangelicalism of a former generation
‘men of God’ were primarily preachers
of the Word of God, but in the new
set-up they are primarily priests who
enter the inner sanctuaries to bring

down blessings to us.

This also explains why the answer to
almost any problem that you take to
these ‘men of God’ is ‘deliverance’
and ‘breakthrough’. God wants to
bless you, but you need to break
through these impregnable layers
before those blessings can reach you.
The prayers of the ‘man of God’

will bring deliverance because at the
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overnight prayer meeting or on the hill
he will bring about a breakthrough.
Who can doubt that these two phrases
have become the key words of this

movement?

This also explains why prayer in the
modemn Charismatic Movement in
Africa is literally a fight. In fact,
the people praying are called ‘prayer
warriors’. Although they begin by
addressing God, within the first few
seconds they divert from God and
begin to fight the spirits in these
impregnable layers with their bare
knuckles. The language is  most
always, ‘“We bind every unclean spirit
in Jesus’ name! We loose the Spirit

that breaks the yoke in Jesus’ name!’

The ‘prayer warriors’ scream at the
top of their voices and chant the
name of Jesus. They sweat as they
put up a gallant fight with these
spirits, straining every muscle of
their beings until they prevail (so
they think). That is when they reach
through to God and his blessings
begin to flow. This is nothing more
than the African traditional religious

worldview sprinkled with a thin layer
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of Christianity.

Notice also how teaching is not the
strength of the modern Charismatic
Movement in Africa. Its chief
proponents survive on a few, well-
worn, tortured verses: ‘By his stripes
we are healed,” “We are not the tail but
the head,” from Denteronomy 28:13
etc. There is absolutely no effort to
properly exegete Scripture. Rather, by
chanting phrases and making people
drop under some trance, in witchdoctor
fashion, they are holding sway over
the popular mind. The people love
it and are paying for it! The ‘men of
God’ are becoming stinking rich as the

crowds just keep on coming.

This is not Christianity

What worries me is that this is so
obvious that I am wondering why
we are not seeing this for what it
is. Or if we are, why we are not
warning Christians against this? For
the love of crowds, we have allowed
African traditional religion to enter the
church through the back door. Like the

Arabian camel it has since kicked out




the truth. This is why I am not excited
by the multiplication of churches—or

ministries—under this banner.

We need to sound the warning that
this is not Christianity. [ know that this
approach is filling our church buildings
and classrooms to overflowing, until
we have to multiply church services
in order to accommodate the crowds.
But this is not Christianity. It does not
lead to heaven. It is a thin coating over
the religion that has been on African
soil from time immemorial, which
Christianity was meant to replace. We
have lost the Christian faith while we
are holding the Bible in our hands and
using some of its words. This is really

tragic.

The religion of the Bible does not
teach a God who is so far away from
us that unless some powerful humans
come in and give us a breakthrough he
cannot bless us. No! The Bible teaches
a God who is near us. The only barrier
between God and us is our sin, and
Jesus has dealt with that by his death

on the cross.

When we pray, we are in the throne

room of divine grace talking directly
to God. We do not need to address
demons and ancestral spirits before
we break through to him. We do not
need to chant and jump around like
witchdoctors around their fire under
the midnight moonlight. God 1s our
heavenly Father. Only our sin can

hinder our prayers.

Listen! Angels and demons exist, but
they are not an impregnable spiritual
stratum that needs someone reeking
with anointing to break through their
layer before we can access God’s
blessing. They are simply beings that
either carry out God’s commands or
the devil’s commands. They are not

between God and us!

Finally, we do not need ‘men of God’
to lay hands on us every Sunday (or at
Friday overnight prayer meetings, or
on hills in the outskirts of our cities) in
order for us to know God’s blessings.
There is only one Mediator between
God and us—it 1s the man, Christ
Jesus. All others are imposters and
must be rejected with the contempt

they deserve.
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However the situation continues
to be volatile. Some in the north
have recently had to flee homes and
villages as Islamist fighters moved
into their area.

Wales

From June 24 to 28 at a Revival
Conference at WEST [ was
privileged to present five papers on
the subject of revival. One of these
was devoted to praying for revival
using OPERATION WORLD. The
newly built hall where we met was
given to the seminary WEST (Wales
Evangelical School of Theology) by
a church in Korea with ten thousand
members. There is a plaque declaring
that this is in remembrance of the
first martyr in Korea who was from
Wales. The hall is equipped with
electronic equipment so that I could
use the OPERATION WORLD
website. Maps wére projected to
large screens to enable a visual idea
of the growing extent of Christ’s
kingdom in Africa, Asia and Latin
America. | drew attention to the
fact that during the development of
OPERATION WORLD the co ilers
in South Africa organised weeks of
prayer. The fundamental principle in
these was that it is information which
fuels prayer. Sessions began with
information. Prayer ensued. Churches
today are enriched when there is a
weekly focus on a country presenting
its needs and challenges. Information
first: then intercession. Daily use of
OPERATION WORLD is in iring
for individuals but for the assembly
we need to be selective so as to

provide a coherent overall perspective
of the nations of the world. With
maps and factual information in, say,
a seven-minute focus a congregation
can be well-informed for prayer.
Psalm 2:8, ‘Ask of me and I will make
the nations your inheritance, the ends
of the earth your possession.’
Editor

Madagascar

Pastor Ken Brownell of East London
Tabernacle has recently returned
from ministry in Madagascar. His
description of the situation there
from a reformed and evangelical
perspective is found in the present
issue of the IFRB newsletter.

Belgium

Roland Eskinasi, formerly pastor
of Goodwood Baptist  Church,
Capetown, has moved to Brussels
where he is to take up the pastorate
of the Brussels International Church.

Egypt

Egypt is the largest Arab nation and
the centre of much Islamic thought
and education. Developments there
influence the Muslim World. The
recent fall of Egypt’s first Islamic
government shows that there is an
increasing  disenchantment with
Islam among educated and young
Muslims. This is similar to Iran where
disenchantment has increased over

the last twenty years.
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of pressing home that meaning Kruse
goes on to discuss an alternative view
which is abstruse. This early approach
of concern with different ways that
the text can be interpreted is the
style followed through much of this
commentary. It reaches absurdity in
Romans seven when Kruse lines
no less than ten ways in which
Romans 7:7-25 can be interpreted.
One would need the imagination of
Dr Who to come up with some of
these alternatives. When the ostle
wrote this chapter his intention was
to express only one meaning, namely
the plain meaning that he is testifying
as a Christian who delights in the law
in his heart but has a conflict when
the law searches out the remaining
sin in him. That sight makes t 1 feel
wretched which denotes an inward
struggle for holiness. The experiences
of Romans 7 and 8 are to be taken
concurrently.

The Reformed Confessions, the
Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg
Catechism and the Westminster
Confession of Faith cite Romans
7:7-25 as descriptive of the spiritual
conflict within the life of a b ever,
the same battle as is described in
Galatians 5:16-17.

The eclectic approach is used again
by Kruse in explaining Romans
11. There he describes six different
interpretations. In his introduction
under the heading Israel in the
Purposes of God (p.29) he takes
the view that Paul is declaring that

Israel’s acceptance of the gospel will
be as ‘life from the dead’ for the
Gentiles. Jews converted here and
there is one thing but Jews believing
as a ‘fullness’ is another. Later in
outlining the six different ways of
taking Romans 11 Kruse changes his
position and embraces the idea that
‘all Israel’ is the accumulation of
believing Jews over a long period of
time.

The eclectic style of exploring all the
possibilities has some advantages but
the power of truth is often lost in too
many irrelevant details. I came to the
doctrines of grace through reading
Robert Haldane on Romans chapters
one to three. I ignored those parts
where Haldane refutes the liberals
of his time because my concern was
to digest the plain meaning of the
Romans text. To be fair to Kruse he
1s concerned for that but concedes too
much.

Kruse is rock solid on Romans one
and the doctrine of sin. He exposes the
fallacies of the New Perspective. He
has unearthed some priceless quotes.
There is one from Jacob Neusner, a
prolific Jewish author. Neusner says
that ‘in regard to Rabbinic Judaism
Sanders’ book is so profoundly flawed
as to be hopeless.” Yet there are some
who thought that Sanders had laid
an ostrich size egg. It is the size of a
wren’s egg.

This commentary is commended for
its erudition and its easy-to-read style.
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against us without any attempt to
properly engage in the debate. Prolific
use was made of whipped votes.
Whatever the parties may say, these
votes were far from free. The party
machines have manipulated procedure
and deceived the electorate. They
refused all our attempts to hold on to
real marriage, and ignored our calls
to introduce adequate civil liberty
protections. They have recklessly
swept away the meaning of marriage
without any attempt to properly
engage in the detail.

The campaign has been important

There have been some positive
changes to the Bill. The Government
has made clear that opposing same-
sex marriage is not, in itself, a hate
crime. And the Government has
accepted an amendment which widens
the safeguards against churches and
clergy being compelled to perform
same-sex weddings.

In addition, the Government has put
some very important things on the
record — without going so far as to put
them into the Bill. The Government
has said, publicly, that no individual,
organisation or school teacher should
be penalised for their beliefs about
marriage. It claims their beli~fs are
protected by law. We will hol them
to that.

None of that would have happened
if Christians had not been raising
concerns.

Where do we go from here?

Our campaign to defend and promote
religious freedom, including the
freedom to act upon beliefs about
real marriage, will continue long after
this Bill has cleared Parliament. We

36

will make sure that cases of injustice
are brought to light. We will help
Christians to hold the Government to
account.

I am sure we will be busier than
ever in that regard. The redefinition
of marriage is one of the biggest
threats to religious freedom seen in
my lifetime. But we have no mtention
of keeping our heads down. We are
not going to let them push Christians
into a corner.

The party leaders may think they are
reflecting popular opinion, but they’re
wrong. They are only reflecting the
values of the metropolitan elite in
the Westminster bubble — including
the values of those in the broadcast
media.

They do not represent the views of
the ordinary British voters. Time and
again, the redefinition of marriage has
proved to be a vote-loser. Christians,
naturally, want to see politicians
elected who respect their values.

Has marriage changed forever?

Parliament can’t change what is hard
wired into the nature of our existence.
They could pass a Bill saying the
moon is made of cheese, but it doesn’t
make it so. Marriage remains the union
of a man and a woman, whatever the
politicians say about legal marriage.
Marriage predates British law, and it
will carry on into the future. Jesus said
marriage will exist right up to the end
of the world, so we can take comfort
in that (Matt 24:37-38).

Not everyone at Westminster has
been dancing to the tune of the party
leaders. Over 300 MPs and Peers
have been exceptionally courageous
in standing up for real marriage. In
particular, I would like to thank David
Burrowes MP who led the campaign




in the Commons, and Lord Dear who
led the campaign in the Lords. There
are many others who also deserve the
sincere appreciation of Christians.

We should also remember that five
national newspapers — who are more
in touch with real Britain than the
broadcast media — have repeatedly
raised concerns about redefining
marriage. Fleet Street has not given
the Government an easy ride on this
issue, far from it. That shows it’s
not just Christians who care about
marriage.

Still much good that can be done

We should also remember the other
good work being done by The
Christian I[nstitute. At the European
Court of Human Rights, the Ladele
case along with three similar cases did
secure some important modifications
on the way religious freedom is
handled in the British courts. It’s
already bearing fruit.

Before that ruling from Strasbourg,
the British Government said that the
religious liberty of Christians was
guaranteed because they were free to
quit and find another job (or another
business) if they were in difficulty
because of their faith. But that
argument was rejected by European
judges, and it is beginning to have a
positive impact in UK court cases.

The Strasbourg ruling was quoted
helpfully in a recent case involving
B&B owner Susanne Wilkinson.
Although she lost her case, the Court
of Appeal made some useful remarks
that could improve the situation
for others. It shows we are making

progress.
It is important to remember that we
can still win in Parliament on other

issues, even though a majority may be
against us on marriage.

We should remember the good work
that was done when we successfully
campaigned, with others, to reform
Section 5 of the Public Order Act. The
reform has yet to come into force, but
when it does it will be a big help. We
will continue to be vigilant against
further erosions of gospel freedom.

And we should remember that
Parliament has voted decisively
against legalising assisted suicide in
recent years. So there’s still much that
can be done in Westminster.

Summary

Yes, we are deeply disappointed about
the way the same-sex marriage Bill
has been pushed through Parliament.
We are frustrated by the way the main
political parties have refused to pass
civil liberty protections. But we are
determined to keep proclaiming the
truth, and we should also remember
the other good work that’s going on.

Most of all, we should remember we
have a sovereign God who reigns
over all things. He is working out
his purposes, he loves his Church, he
delights to save, he has the ultimate
victory, and we have utter confidence
in his unfailing love. With his help,
and your support, we will keep
proclaiming the truth.

Yours in Christ,
Colin Hart
Director

The Christian Institute
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(about 30 percent) in missionaries
sent out from Western Europe over
the last ten years. At the same
time there is a major increase in
missionaries being sent out from
nations in the far East.

The purpose of this study is to
inspire interest in and prayer for
mission. It concludes with a warning
that we must not be side-tracked by
an incarnational model of mission
which is not the same as the Great
Commission.

With illustrations throughout, this
article is 31 pages.

New article 2

This is a 16-page review by Dr Gary
Crampton of a most important book
by Dr R C Sproul with the title ARE
WE TOGETHER? A Protestant
Analyses Roman Catholicism.

Reformation Trust Publishing/
Ligonier Ministries; Hbk; 129pp;
£10.90; ISBN 978-1567692822

There have been two crises which
have divided the Christian Church
across the world. The first was the
separation of the Eastern Church
from the Western Church in 1054.
There are an estimated 225-300
million Christians in the Eastern
Orthodox Church worldwide. The
umbrella of Eastern Orthodoxy
includes the following churches:
Serbian Orthodox; Orthodox Church
of Finland; Russian Orthodox;

Syrian  Orthodox;  Ukrainian
Orthodox; Bulgarian Orthodox;
Romanian Orthodox; Antiochian
Orthodox; Greek Orthodox; the
Church of Alexandria; the Church
of Jerusalem; and the Orthodox
Church in America.

The second great division was the
16th-century Reformation in which
Protestantism were separated from
the Roman Catholic Church. All
Western nations are affected by
this. Over the last fifty years in
Latin America there has been a
massive drift away from the Roman
Catholic Church to Pentecostal
churches. Some have been puzzled
by ECT (Evangelicals and Catholics
Together) a small
mainly in America, which advocates
unity of evangelical Protestants and
evangelical Catholics. Does change
within the Roman Church warrant
such unity? The essential question
is, What change has taken place?
Has Roman Catholicism changed?

movement,

There have been changes which are
cosmetic. A lady can use cosmetics
which can change her appearance
but not her character.

R C Sproul focuses on central issues:
Scripture, Justification, the Church,
the Sacraments, the Papacy, Mary.
His manner is fair and accurate and
is not strident.
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